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EREFACE. 


The first Labour Report issued by this Bureau was published in 1912. 
This Report is the twenty-third of the series and deals chiefly with the 
year 1932. The tabulations, however, include particulars relating to the 
first half of 1933 as well as for earlier years, in most cases back to 1928. 


The subject-matter in the Report has been divided into four main 
Chapters, covering information in regard to Prices ; (Wholesale, Retail and 
International Comparisons); Wages; Employment (Unemployment and 
Industrial Disputes); and Associations (Trade Unions and Employers’ 
Associations). 


The present Report follows the lines of its immediate predecessors in 
scope and arrangement, but, owing to reasons of economy, has been 
considerably curtailed, and a large amount of the descriptive matter and 
commentary embodied in previous issues has of necessity been omitted, 


In the section relating to retail prices information is given concerning 
the “new” regimen of food and groceries adopted as from the third 
Quarter of 1932. 


The retail price index-numbers (Food, Groceries and Rent—all houses) 
used by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court, which are not given in the 
body of the Report, will be found in Appendix VII., and Appendix VIII. 
contains the new “‘D” Series of index-numbers introduced by this Court in 
May, 1933, for the adjustment of wages subject to the full 10 per cent. 
“cut”. A set of comparative index-numbers for the six capital cities with 
the common base IgII is published for the first time in Appendix IX. 


In the Chapter, ““ Employment ”’, a brief review has been included of the 
special legislation for the relief of unemployment enacted during 1931 to 
1933: 

For the purpose of tabulating the results of the investigations which 
have been made in regard to rates of wage, labour organizations, employers’ 
associations, unemployment, industrial disputes, &c., the following classi- 
fication of trades and occupations has been adopted :— 


Classification of Industries and Occupations. 





I. | Wood, Furniture, Sawmill, Timber- VIII. | Mining, Quarries, &c. 
works, &c. 


II. | Engineering, Metal Works, &c. IX. | Railway and Tramway Ser- 
vices. 
III. | Food, Drink, and Tobacco—Manu- X. | Other Land Transport. 
facture and Distribution. 
IV. | Clothing, Hats, Boots, Textiles, &c. XI. | Shipping, Wharf Labour, &c. 


V. | Books, Printing, Bookbinding, &c. XII. | Pastoral, Agricultural, Rural, 
Horticultural, &c. 
VI. | Other Manufacturing. XIII. | Domestic, Hotels, &c. 





VII. | Building. XIV. | Miscellaneous. 








PREFACE. 


It is gratifying to record that secretaries of trade unions and of employers’ 
associations, officials of Commonwealth and State Departments, private 
employers, retail dealers, house agents, and others have readily responded 
to the somewhat heavy demands made upon them. 


Without the help so rendered, the investigations contained herein would 
have been impossible, and I take this opportunity of expressing my cordial 
thanks to all who have thus assisted. 


The valuable assistance rendered to the Bureau by the Statistical Offices 
in the various States, especially in regard to the collection of retail prices, 
is acknowledged, and to the officers concerned I desire to express my sincere 
thanks. 

I am specially indebted to Mr. H. G. Downing, the officer in charge of 
Labour Statistics in this Bureau, for the care and attention which he has 
bestowed on the compilation of this Report and in seeing the matter through 
the press, also to the staff under his control for their cordial co-operation and 
valuable services. 


E. T. McPHEE, 
Commonwealth Statistician. 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Canberra, F.C.T., January, 1934. 
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—! 3 on the right represent the scale for the percentage unemployed according to trade- 
on aati oer Per on the left. represent the scale for the several index-numbers, the year 1911 
being taken in each case as base(=1o000) Since the end of the year 1911, the Retail Price Index-numbers 
(weighted average cost of food, groceries, and house rent (all houses) for the six capital cities), and the 
Wholesale Price Index-number (Melbourne) are shown in each quarter, while unemployment percentages 
are shown quarterly since the end of the year 1912 only. The other index-numbers since 1913 refer to 
the average for the whole year, but for purposes of convenience are plotted on the graph as at the end, 
not the middle, of the year. Retail Price and Wholesale Price Index-numbers show the average level 
during the whole of each quarter, and they also for convenience are plotted at the end, and not the middle, 
of gael quarter. Average nominal wage for adult males, and real wage (full work) and (allowing for 
unemployment) for adult males. 
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CHAPTER I.—PRICES. 


Section 1.—Wholesale Prices. 


1. General.—The information given in this chapter refers to Melbourne 
wholesale prices. An index of Sydney wholesale prices is compiled by the 
Government Statistician of New South Wales, and published in the Year 
Book and the Monthly Bulletin of Business Statistics of that State. 


The scope of the wholesale price index can best be understood by an 
examination of the list of commodities included which is given on page Io. 
This list is, to a large extent, comparable with that used in the compilation 
of the ‘ Economist ” and ‘ Statist’? index numbers of Great Britam, but 
differs largely from that used for the wholesale price index numbers of the 
United States (Bureau of Labour) or Canada (Department of Labour). 


The items for computing the Melbourne wholesale price index comprise 
chiefly basic materials which in the form of raw material, food, or as a 
source of power, enter into production for home consumption. The purpose 
of the index, therefore, is to measure the changes in the price of these 
particular materials rather than the changes in prices generally. As Aus- 
tralia does not, to any extent, manufacture from imported raw materials 
commodities for export, the local consumption appears to give the most 
appropriate weighting. Any lack of uniformity in the variations of the 
index-numbers for these wholesale prices and for retail prices would indicate 
broadly the changes in the relation of manufacturing and distributing charges 
to the cost of basic materials. 


The index-number of Melbourne wholesale prices was first computed in 
1912, and has been continued on the same lines since that year. It was 
resolved, however, at the Conference of Statisticians at Brisbane in 1930 
that the time had come to revise and extend the items included in order 
to bring the index into line with the changed conditions. An investigation 
to that end is now in progress, and it is hoped that the results will shortly 
be available. 


2. Commodities in Groups.—The commodities are divided into eight 
groups, as set out on page Io. The descriptions of the groups are given 
below with the proportional cost of the consumption of each group in the 
middle of 1932. These proportions may be used with fair accuracy as 
“weights” to combine any group index-numbers at the present time, but 
would give unsatisfactory results if used for a time when prices were relatively 
much different, as in 1929. 


Groups of Commodities. 





Percentage of Aggregate 





Group. Description. Cost (x9a2): 

its “ Metals and Coal ”’ ee a Sib 17 
iii. “Cotton, Wool ”’, also jute, leather, &c. .. IO 
Til. “ Agricultural Produce ” Be 5c 25 
IV. ‘“* Dairy Produce” Be ce 36 9 
V. ““Groceries””.. do ve of 20 
Wil “Meat ” < ms ran on 10 
VII. “‘ Building materials ” (mostly timber) ae 8 

VIII. “Chemicals ” (excluding fertilizers) os I 








It will be noticed that the group “ Chemicals ” is practically negligible. 


The index relates chiefly to basic materials, but a certain proportion of 
Australian manufacturing costs enters into all groups. The amount is 
small in Meat (VI.), Agricultural Produce (III.), and Cotton, Wool (II.), and 
greater in others, but the difference is not sufficient to justify any inference 


ro 
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as to different changes of the price-level for manufactured goods and farm 
products. The number and weight of manufactured commodities included 
are too small to warrant deductions of this nature from any possible grouping. 


Many of the commodities included are affected by the tariff. Cotton, 
Wool (IL), Agricultural Produce (III.) and Meat (VI.), are little affected, 
and Dairy Produce (IV.) not greatly, but in the other groups the tariff is a 
dominating influence. 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Commodities included, Units of Measurement, and 










































































“* Mass-Units.”’ 
A . Mass . i : Mass 
Commodity. Brand. Unit. Unit Commodity. Brand. Unit. Unit. 
Group I. Group V. 

Tron— | Currants ne lb. 1,400 
Pig -+ | Mxd. Nos, ton 6% || Raisins .. | Sultanas Re 1,400 
Rod and Bar | Stafford ” 3% || Herrings 1-Ib. fresh | doz. x-Ib. 50 
Angles ff » 3k tins 
Plate ” ” 3 Salmon xr Ib. tall 50 
Hoop 5S ” t Alaska 
Galvanized 26 gauge ” 5 || Sardines Halves |doz.halves| 100 

Tinned Plates .. | I.C. Coke box 60 Coffee Plantation 200 

Fencing Wire .. | No. 8 .. ton 6 Cocoa McKenzie’s Es ae 

Zine, sheet OG ” a Sugar No. 14 ton 22 

Lead, Boe ” : Macaroni ne Ib. 200 

Copper, sheet .. lb. 2,000 penioce 4a on u, 

Quicksilver Lis a 12 ; 

Coal Newcastle. ton 600 Sale as aber alien ps 7 

on wharf Salt .. PaulpRocken: 3 I 
Gnour Ii. Mustard - Coleman’s doz. a71b, 6 
|| Starch .. | Coleman’s 1 100 

Branbags doz. IIo White 

‘Cornsacks = 250 Blue. . .. | Keen’s ., 50 

Woolpacks each 200 | Matches .. | Australian| gross go 

Leather— Safety 
Chrome Box ft. I,200 Candles Rangoon lb. 1,600 

Hide Tobacco te ns I,300 
Rough Tanned lb. 600 || Tea 5 3,000 

—Split Kerosene gallon 1,700 
Sole Leather— Fr 600 | 

Factory I 

Sides Group VI. 

Cotton Raw is 24,000 || 

Wool Greasy. . eS 12,200 || 

Twine Reaper - 150 || Beet Average 100 lb. 390 

\| quality 
and | 
Binder || Mutton 5 Ib. 33,000 
‘Tallow Mutton ton 1% || Veal ” ry 2,000 
Peis | Lamb =5 > ” 5,600 
{| Pork ” ” 3,700 
Grovp IIl. I 

Wheat bushel 500 | Save 

Flour ton Ze IN oe , 

Bran BS 14 || Timber— Flooring— , 

Pollard ao es Tana 6x 1% | roo ft. lin. 30 

Oats Milling. . bushel 1,200 || 6x ¢ sn 30 

Oatmeal Colonial ton rt || 6x } 30 

Barley English bushel 150. || 6x ” 30 
a Cape Be roo || Weather- 

Maize a a 1,000 || boards BY 200 

Hay .. Best Mngr.| ton 23500 Oregon 1,000 ft. 20 

Chaff Prime .. “st 135 || ; : sup. 

Straw Victorian Ss 25 || Shelving o ro 

Peas ane bushel 55 || Cement Portland cask 30 

Potatoes ae ton yo || White Lead .: ton i 

Malt .. Victorian | bushel 140 |) Slates Welsh 1,000 $ 

Onions +. ton 3 II 20 X Io 

Group IV. | Group VIII. 
; | 

Ham .. lb. 800 || Cream of Tartar | In kegs lb. 400 

Bacon ” 3,200 || Carbonate of ae ton + 

Butter Best Frest secs filaeee: 
utter est Fresh - 9,500 Saltpetre Refi - 

Lard .. Bulk .. aH 200 | Beinn sia “ake 

Eggs .. Ordinary doz. 1,800 || Caustic Soda .. ar ewt. i 

poney. e 46 lb. 600 || Alum -. | Lump ton t 
eeswa Oa aS 55 40 || Cyanide of Po- oe 

Condensed Milk | Bacchus doz. Ib. 160 || hee . ab 572 

Marsh | 
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3. Index-Numbers.—Index-numbers for each group of commodities, as 


well as for all groups combined, are shown in the following table :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices—Index-Numbers 1861 to May, 1933, Computed with 
Year 1911 as Base (= 1,000). 




















i : 1G Til. IV. iio VIE Vig |) Vit | 
Year, | Metals | Cotton, | Agricul: | pairy | Grocer- Building | Chemi- | Al! Com- 

and Wool, | tural Pro- Produce tea Meat. Materials 1 modities 

Coal. | Leather.| duce, &c. ys Cees ess combine 
1861 od 1,438 1,381 1,583 1,008 1,963 + 1,070 2,030 1,538 
sha ae 1,098 1,257 1,236 864 1,586 2 1,044 1,409 ree 
1881 ae Dany, IIL 1,012 935 1,421 os 1,091 1,587 
1891 ae 895 847 1,024 995 1,032 888 780 1,194 945 
Igol er I,061 774 928 1,029 1,048 1,345 841 917 974 
1911 aa {,000 1,000 {,c00 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 {1,000 
IgI2 a 1,021 991 1,370 1,206 1,052 1,357 1,057 78 1,170 
1913 mal 1,046 I,070 1,097 1,054 1,024 1,252 1,128 | 995 1,088 
IQI4 ey 1,099 1,032 1,207 TII37 1,021 1,507 1,081 | 1,253 1,149 
IQI5 - 1,284 1,017 2,162 1,530 1,133 2,435 1,275 1,528 1,604 
1916 te 1,695 1,423 1,208 1,485 1,322 2,515 1,491 1,760 1,504 
1917 a 2,129 2,008 1,157 1,423 1,343 2,403 1,884 2,171 1,662 
1918 +: 2,416 2,360 1,444 1,454 1,422 2,385 2,686 3,225 1,934 
1919 =i 2,125 2,363 1,985 1,651 1,516 2,348 2,851 2,898 2,055. 
1920 ae 2,298 2,624 2,439 2,209 1,918 3,279 3,226 2,825 2,480 
1921 Ar 2,173 1,362 a 44008: 11978 2358 2,733 2,303 1,903 
1922 eA 1,942 1,681 1,62 1,64 1,869 1,787 2,005 1,965 
1923 oe 1,826 2,148 1,778 1,837 1.746 2.579 2,025 1,933 11944 
1924 Se 1,835 2,418 1,647 1,655 1,721 2,223 1,815 1,806 1,885 
1925 a 1,852 1,967 1,797 1,636 1,723 2,212 1,711 1,790 1,844 
1926 <a 1,938 1,582 2,001 1,784 1,73 1,931 1,665 1,816 1,832 
1927 a 1,962 1,650 1,826 1,823 1,724 2,111 1,624 1,866 1.817 
1928 =e 1,912 1,781 1,726 1,751 1,707 2,015 1,744 1,923 1,792 
1929 a 1,912 1,556 1,792 1,853 1,690 2,240 1,754 1,942 1,803: 
1930 a Bee 1/127 1,484 1,627 1,666 2085 1,875 abe Heres 
1931 4 1,826 1,039 1,12t 1,399 1,794 1,50 2,025 2,10 ’ 
1932 = 1,736 1,000 1,230 1,303 1,767 1,348 2,043 2,127 i4tt 

LO6i—— 4 
Ochs eg 1,770 942 1,132 1,388 1,791 1,409 2,028 2,180 1,402 
Nov. .. 1,770 1,040 1,199 1,334 1,795 1,431 2,008 2,180 1,428 
Dec. .. 1,770 1,056 1,197 1,275 1,792 1,432 2,026 2,180 1,425. 

1932— 

“Ee os 1,757 1,051 1,206 1,247 1,783 1,385 1,984 2,183 1,414 
Feb. .. 1,743 1,079 1,280 1,317 2788 1,413 1,998 ar83 ee 
March .. 1,742 1,03 1,245 1,344 1,707 1,477 2,009 2,155 ’ J 
April .. 1,742 963 1,233 1,414 1,762 1,504 2,019 2,120 1,431 
May .. 1,734 893 1,228 1,370 1,765 1,429 2,076 2,120 1,408. 
June .. 1,737 oe 1,231 1,297 11764 1,387 2,083 2,120 foo 
Ajilky = AA 1,734 5 1,252 1,331 1,760 1,329 2,049 2,120 
Aug. .. 1,731 999 1,269 1,311 1,754 1,301 2,060 2,030 1415. 
Sept. .. 1,727 | 1,120 1,270 | 1,319 | 1,764 | 1,314 2,067 2,117 1,441 
Oct... 1,725 1,052 1,22 1,286 age 1,247 2,039 2,117 hers 
Nov. .. 1,729 | 1,038 1,183 | 1,221 | 1,7 1,199 2,066 2,117 , 
ec. 3,731 1,018 1,145 1,194 1,764 1,222 2,069 2,117 1,367 

1933— 

oie ae 1,733 1,022 1,107 1,179 1,688 1,211 2,083 2,124 1,344 
Feb; 1,730 1,006 1,084 1,153 1,692 1,179 2,078 2,124 1,330 
March .. 1,732 997 I,I0L 1,143 1,694 1,190 2,064 2,121 1,333 
April .. 1,731 I,O10 1,152 1,187 1,692 1,248 2,056 2,119 1,358 
May .. 1,703 1,085 1,230 I,247 1,700 1,344 2,068 2,118 1,406 





























Nore.—The figures given in this table are comparable in the vertical columns, but are not directly 
comparable horizontally. The index-numbers are reversible. 


4. Variations since Outbreak of War.—The variations in the index- 
numbers of the separate commodity groups for the years I915 to 1932, and 
for each month from October, 1931, to May, 1933, are shown in the 
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following table, taking July, 1914, the last month before the outbreak of war, 
as base (= 1,000) for each group :— 


Melbourne Wholesale Prices Index-Numbers. 
(Base—Tuly, 1914 = 1,000). 








Te JU Tit. TNS VE VI. vil. Vill. ise 
r Metals | Cotton, | Agri- Dairy £ dine! ne 
eeriod and Wool, | cultural} Pro- ne Meat. polos ies Groups. 
Coal. | Leather.|Produce.| duce. Cree a ‘ 
July, 1914... 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Year 1915 ae 1,166 934 2,024 1,272 1,098 I,502 1,164 1,490 1,406 
LO LO no 1,539 I,307 I,130 1,235 1,266 1,551 1,361 1,716 1,318 
a oper 34 1,919 1,841 1,084 1,181 1,302 1,480 1,722 2,141 1,456 
» 918 .. 2,197 2,324 1,351 1,210 1,378 1,469 2,448 3,085 1,695 
ae LOLO) 6 1,930 2,169 1,858 1,373 1,469 1,448 2,602 2,827 1,801 
LO ZO. 36 2,091 2,430 2,288 1,840 1,860 2,022 2,944 2,764 2,178 
oat Oe 1,974 1,250 1,653 1,663 1,916 1,331 2,495 2,246 1,668 
cy eRe Se 1,763 1,543 1,523 1,370 1,811 I,102 1,830 1,917 1,541 
7 1923 we 1,658 1,972 1,664 1,527 1,693 1,590 1,848 1,885 1,704 
» 1924 an 1,667 2,220 1,541 1,376 1,668 37a 1,656 1,761 1,653 
Os a 1,682 1,806 1,681 1,360 1,670 1,364 1,562 1,746 1,617 
Fel OZ OU its 1,760 1,453 1,873 1,483 1,677 1,191 1,519 1,771 1,606 
O27, st 1,782 1,515 1,709 1,516 1,671 1,302 1,482 1,820 1,593 
a, 1928 .. 1,737 1,635 1,661 1,456 1,654 1,242 1,590 1,876 1,57 
SLO ZOn ents « 1,737 1,428 1,677 1,540 1,638 1,385 1,601 1,895 1,582 
9» 1930 «. 1,695 1,035 1,389 1,353 1,614 1,249 1,712 1,933 1,399 
SR LOS Ie M6 wie 1,659 954 1,049 1,163 1,738 930 1,849 2,112 1,252 
ose an L577. 918 I,152 1,083 1,712 831 1,865 2,074 1,237 
193I— 
October on 1,608 865 1,059 I,154 1,736 906 1,851 2,126 1,229 
November .. 1,608 955 I,122 1,109 1,739 882 1,833 2,126 1,252 
December .. 1,608 970 1,120 1,060 1,736 883 1,850 2,126 1,249 
1932— 
January .. 1,595 965 1,128 1,037 1,728 854 1,811 2,129 1,239 
February .. 1,583 991 1,198 I,095 1,733 871 1,823 2,129 1,270 
March ca 1,583 953 1,165 1,118 yn git 1,834 2,131 1,261 
April a 1,583 884 1,154 1,176 1,708 927 1,843 2,068 1,254 
May as 1,575 820 1,149 1,139 1,710 882 1,895 2,068 1,234 
June ala 1,578 773 1,152 1,078 1,710 855 1,901 2,068 1,218 
July 0 1,575 812 1,172 I,107 1,706 820 1,870 2,068 1,225 
August at 1,572 QI7 1,188 1,090 1,699 802 1,880 1,980 1,241 
September .. 1,568 1,028 1,189 1,097 I,7I0 810 1,887 2,064 1,263 
October 65 1,567 966 1,145 1,069 1,707 769 1,861 2,064 1,231 
November .. 1st 953 I,107 I,O15 1,712 740 1,886 2,064 I,21r 
December .. 1,572 935 I,O7I 993 1,710 754 1,889 2,064 1,199 
1933— 
January .. 1,574 939 1,036 981 1,636 747 1,901 2,072 1,179 
February .. 1,577 924 I,0I5 959 1,639 Vieep 1,897 2,072 1,166 
March ran 1,573 915 1,031 951 1,642 734 1,884 2,069 1,168 
April o5 1,573 927 1,078 987 1,639 769 1,877 2,067 I,19r 
May chy 1,547 996 1,151 1,036 1,648 829 1,888 2,065 1,233 



































5. Seasonal Fluctuations.—To show seasonal fluctuations in wholesale 
prices, index-numbers have been computed for each quarter of the year 
1932. ‘These are given in the following table, with the year IgII as base, 
also with the average prices for the year 1932 as base. Corresponding 
figures for purchasing-power of money (retail prices of food, groceries and 
cost of housing) have been included for comparative purposes. 


Melbourne Wholesale and Retail Prices—Quarterly Index-Numbers, 1932. 





Jan. April July Oct. 
Particulars. to to oO ti Whele 
March. | June. Sept. Dec. Gees 





Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with 1911 as base 


= 1,000 on oe oo ate as 1,434 1,410 1,418 1,384 I,41I 
Wholesale Price Index-Numbers with average for 
1932 as base (= 1,000) 0 1,016 999 I,005 981 1,000 


Retail Price (Food, Groceries and Cost of Housing) 
Index-Numbers with average for I91I as base 
(= _ 1,000) a nie a oe a 

Retail Price (Food, Groceries, and Cost of Housing) 
Index-Numbers with average for 1932 as base 
(= 1,000) .. AG 56 oo ad 1,028 I,OIO 993 967 1,000 


1,417 1,392 1,369 1,332 1,378 
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_ The results evidence a greater variation in retail prices than in wholesale 
prices, but in both instances the index-numbers show that the prices moved 
uniformly in an upward direction during the first quarter of the year. In 
the second quarter prices moved uniformly downwards. In the third quarter 
wholesale prices rose slightly, while retail prices steadied with a further 
small downward movement. In the fourth quarter prices again moved 
uniformly downwards. 


_ 6. Prices, 1981 and 1932.—In Section 1. of the Appendix, details are 
given of the average wholesale prices of the particular grades of commodities 
used in computing the index-numbers in the years 1931 and 1932. Corres- 
ponding information for previous years was given in the Appendices to 
previous Reports. In Report No. r (1912), prices are given for each year 
from 1871 to Tort. 


§ 2. Retail Prices. 


1. General.—The methods adopted for the computation of retail price 
index-numbers have been described in earlier issues of this Report. For 
the principles involved, the reader is recommended to consult the Appendix 
to Labour Report No. 9. A simple discussion of the retail price index for 
food and rent, and of its accuracy and adequacy, particularly in connexion 
with wage adjustment, was given in Labour Report, No. 21, Appendix 
VIII., which is printed also as a separate pamphlet entitled “ Wages and 
Prices.” 


2. The “ Old’? Composite Unit.—The constitution of the ‘“ composite 
unit” used till the end of June, 1932, is shown hereunder. The 
‘‘ mass-units ” represent the proportionate consumption by the Australian 
community of the articles included. 


Retail Prices.—Composite Unit. 





























Commodity or Unit of “Mass Commodity or Unit of “* Mass 
Service. Quantity. | Unit.” Service. Quantity. | Unit.” 
Group I.—GROCERIES (INCLUDING BREAD.) Group III.—MEArT. 
1. Bread ae oe; 2 |b. loaf 468 26. Beef, sirloin a5 lb. 67 
2. Flour, ordinary ae 25 lb. bag It 27. Beef, rib .. ae on 82 
3. Tea et ae lb. 30 28. Beef, flank ite a 12 
4. Coffee ate ale a 2 29. Beef, shin ate iS 14 
5, Sugar we On ii 460 30. Beef, steak, rump .. 5s 24 
6. Rice ee x 50 31. Beef, steak, shoulder rr 53 
7. Bago 30 a5 4 8 32. Beef, steak, stewing a 53 
8, Jam Bal ts os 73 33. Beef, corned round Hy 39 
g. Oatmeal .. a6 as 35 34. Beef, brisket, with 
ro. Raisins .. te is I4 bone 5 ah 1) Ir 
1z. Currants .. as a I4 35. Beef, brisket, without 
12. Starch .. me fy I bone... a Ay 32 
13. Blue Aye no doz. 8qs. $ 36. Mutton, leg os ai 92 
14. Candles lb. 16 37. Mutton, shoulder .. a 62 
15. Soap ye ited ( Fh 64 38. Mutton, loin ae s 30 
16. Potatoes .. An 14 lb. 64 39. Mutton, neck ae on 40 
17. Onions .. oa Ib. 68 40. Mutton, chops, loin a 62 
18. Kerosene a gallon 17 41. Mutton, chops, leg ay 15 
42. Mutton, chops, neck is st 
43. Pork, leg .. ha 3 ot 
Group II.—DarIrRy PRODUCTS. 44. Pork, loin ne or 84 
eee 45. Pork, belly A is loy 
: 46. Pork, chops ae os 8 
19. Milk “a Sc quart 300 
zo. Butter ao Ib. 95 
21. Cheese ” 15 Groupe IV.—HOvsING. 
a2. Eggs . os dozen 18 Ssaii tse WSs) tii deel eee 
a3. Bacon, middle ae Ib. 16 
ane Bacon, shoulder .. 7 16 47. House Accommoda- 
25, Ham oem AG ns 8 tion At week 46% 
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These ‘ mass-units,”’ which are the weights given to the commodities in 
the index, represent the estimated total consumption in millions of the 
unit of quantity for the whole of Australia in the years 1906-1910. In 
later years, however, the relative consumption of the various commodities 
changed considerably but the change makes very little difference to the 
index-number, which measures merely the variation in price-level. If 
prices had moved very differently for different commodities—some risen, 
some fallen—a marked change in weight might make an appreciable change 
in the index-number. But the prices of all the principal foods have increased 
substantially since 1910, so that a considerable change in weight would have 


little effect. 


A uniform movement of the principal food prices, nevertheless, cannot be 
relied on in the future, particularly with the possibilities of control of individual 
prices by Governments or by trade combinations. The regimen has, therefore, 
been revised in order to bring it into harmony with the best available 
estimates of current consumption. The opportunity was also taken of adding 
certain items of moderate importance, and of deleting others of which the 
consumption was so small that the effect of including them was negligible. 
The new regimen, details of which are given below, was tried for the first 
six months of 1932, compared with the old regimen, and then brought into 
operation from July, 1932. 


The effect of the change in weighting was tried by computing the change 
in the price level from 1911 to May, 1932, with both sets of weights. For 
the six capital cities, the new weights gave an index of 1,442, and the old 
weights an index of 1,445. It was expected that the difference would be 
small, but it proved quite negligible for Australia as a whole. The differences 
in the case of some individual towns were a little Jarger but they were still 
ummportant. 


In accordance with the general principles of procedure in changing the 
regimen (see Labour Report No. 9, Appendix !., Part H., paras. 14, 18) the 
index was taken as determined by the old regimen for the June quarter of 
1932, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level 
after that date. The breach of continuity is very slight, and the index- 
number may be regarded as recording as accurately as possible the changes 
in retail prices through the whole period since Iort. 


3. The New Composite Unit.—In the old regimen, the weights 
represent in millions the annual total consumption for Australia in the years 
1g06 to 1910. In the new regimen, the weights are, approximately, the 
annual average consumption per head for household purposes during the 
years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments in the crude average consumption 
have been made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the product 
did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the other hand, 
the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and canned peaches, 
cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The following table gives 
the new regimen, and the weights of corresponding items of the old regimen, 
reduced for comparison to the same basis of annual consumption per head. 
In the last column, the approximate relative importance of the items making 
up the new regimen is shown for the third quarter of 1932. The relative 
importance will, of course, change slightly with variation of prices, and 
revised figures will be published from time to time as may be necessary. 
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Retail Prices—* New Composite Unit.”’ 
(Comparison oF ‘‘ New” anp “ Otp”’ Mass Unrrs anp PercentaGs Cost oF EACH ITEM.) 





(6) Cost of 
Items in 
“New” 

Regimen as 

percentage of 
Aggregate— 
Melbourne, 
3rd Quarter, 
1932. 


“New” 
Regimen 
Mass Units. 


(a) Ola” 
Regimen 
Mass Units. 


Unit of 


Commodity. Quantity. 








Group I.—GrRocrERIES (INCLUDING BREAD). 


















































1. Bread 2 Ib. loaf 100 109.86 5.8 
2. Flour, ordinary 25 lb. bag Z 2.58 I.0 
3. Flour, self-raising 2 |b. pkt. 12 2 1.0 
4. Tea ae ae or lb. 8 7.04 2.9 
5. Sugar ee He oe a 100 107.98 6.5 
6. Rice rp 8 The 7A) 0.4 
7- Sago : 0 I 1.88 O.1 
8. Jam, apricot 14 lb. tin 8 ee. 1593) 
9. Golden Syrup 2 |b. tin I ae O.I 
ro. Oatmeal .. st 48 lb. 8 8.22 0.3 
11. Raisins, seeded as <u AS 5 3-29 0.7 
12. Currants .. ic a 5 2 3.29 0.2 
13. Apricots, dried Pe re ss I nd 0.2 
14. Peaches, canned = 2 |b. tin 3 aa 0.5 
15. Pears, canned ey ae i (ay-72 
16. Salmon, in tins oe ni Ib. tin 3 ae 0.7 
17. Potatoes ac #4 14 lb. 9 15.02 Tea 
18. Onions , ae Ib. 14 15.90 0.9 
19. Soap, household, ordinary ds ae 16 15.02 Tez 
20. Candles A + I 3-76 0.2 
. Kerosene .. ae gallon I 3.99 0.3 
Group Il.—Dartry PrRopvucE. 
22. Milk, fresh ils as quart 72 70.42 6.3 
23. Butter, factory id eb lb. 30 22.30 7.6 
24. Cheese, mild oc ” 4 3-52 0.7 
25. Milk, condensed, sweetened .. tin 5 an On 
26. Eggs, fresh ve dozen 6 4.23 13 
-27. Bacon, rashers ut ie lb. 10 7.51 Qa 
28. Ham, rashers, uncooked ate os 2 1.88 0.4 
Group III.—Mzear. 
29. Beef, sirloin oa Be lb. 
30. Beef, ribs .. che ao =e 
31. Beef, steak, rump .. Os 5 
2. Beef, steak, stewing. . ty . 20 90.85 10.2 
33. Beef, sausages oye si »” 7 
34. Beef,cornedround .. are J 14 
35. Beef, brisket with bone Sc a 15 
36. Mutton, leg a a , 20 
37. Mutton, shoulder .. oh re 15 
38. Mutton, loin 5 ss 18 77-93 5.9 
39. Mutton, chops, loin as 4 16 
40. Mutton, chops, leg .. oe = Io 
41. Pork, fee un 5 
2. Pork, loin .. 4 cb 
Pork, chops Be a 6-09 Tc 
44. Pork, sausages a 
sp iaetec damage MONS PINT SIS A aE RE eee O89 
Grove IV.—Hovusine. 
45. House Accommodation week 10 10.92 38.1 














(a) The mass units given for the ‘‘ Old”’ regimen are obtained from those given in the previous 
table by dividing by the mean population of Australia for the years 1906 to 1910, (b) Relative 
importance of Items, “ New ” regimen. 
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These ‘ mass-units,” which are the weights given to the commodities in 
the index, represent the estimated total consumption in millions of the 
unit of quantity for the whole of Australia in the years 1906-1910. In 
later years, however, the relative consumption of the various commodities 
changed considerably but the change makes very little difference to the 
index-number, which measures merely the variation in price-level.— If 
prices had moved very differently for different commodities—some risen, 
some fallen—a marked change in weight might make an appreciable change 
inthe index-number. But the prices of all the principal foods have increased 
substantially since 1910, so that a considerable change in weight would have 
little effect. 


A uniform movement of the principal food prices, nevertheless, cannot be 
reliedon in the future, particularly with the possibilities of control of individual 
prices by Governments or by trade combinations. The regimen has, therefore, 
been revised in order to bring it into harmony with the best available 
estimates of current consumption. The opportunity was also taken of adding 
certain items of moderate importance, and of deleting others of which the 
consumption was so small that the effect of including them was negligible. 
The new regimen, details of which are given below, was tried for the first 
six months of 1932, compared with the old regimen, and then brought into 
operation from July, 1932. 


The effect of the change in weighting was tried by computing the change 
in the price level from 191r to May, 1932, with both sets of weights. For 
the six capital cities, the new weights gave an index of 1,442, and the old 
weights an index of 1,445. It was expected that the difference would be 
small, but it proved quite negligible for Australia as a whole. The differences 
in the case of some individual towns were a little larger but they were still 
unimportant. 


In accordance with the general principles of procedure in changing the 
regimen (see Labour Report No. 9, Appendix 1., Part I., paras. 14, 18) the 
index was taken as determined by the old regimen for the June quarter of 
1932, and the new regimen is used to measure variations in the price-level 
after that date. The breach of continuity is very slight, and the index- 
number may be regarded as recording as accurately as possible the changes 
in retail prices through the whole period since rort. 


3. The New Composite Unit.—In the old regimen, the weights 
represent in millions the annual total consumption for Australia in the years 
Igo6 to 1910. In the new regimen, the weights are, approximately, the 
annual average consumption per head for household purposes during the 
years 1927 to 1929. Small adjustments in the crude average consumption 
have been made in two ways. Consumption by factories, when the product 
did not go into household use in Australia, was deducted. On the other hand, 
the weights given to some foods, such as dried apricots and canned peaches, 
cover also the consumption of other similar foods. The following table gives 
the new regimen, and the weights of corresponding items of the old regimen, 
reduced for comparison to the same basis of annual consumption per head. 
In the last column, the approximate relative importance of the items making 
up the new regimen is shown for the third quarter of 1932. The relative 
importance will, of course, change slightly with variation of prices, and 
revised figures will be published from time to time as may be necessary. 
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Retail Prices—* New Composite Unit.” 
(Comparison oF ‘‘ New’ anp “‘ Otp”’ Mass Unirs aND PERCENTAGE Cost oF EACH ITEM.) 





(6) Cost of 
Items in 
“New ” 

Regimen as 

percentage of 
Aggregate— 
Melbourne, 
3rd Quarter, 
1932. 


“New” 
Regimen 
Mass Units. 


(a) Ola” 
Regimen 
Mass Units. 


Unit of 


Commodity. Quantity. 








Group I.—GRocERIES (INCLUDING BREAD). 














t. Bread 2 lb. loaf 100 109.86 5.8 
2. Flour, ordinary : 25 lb. bag 2 2.58 I.0 
3. Flour, self-raising .. en 2dbrpktr 14 < 1.0 
4. Tea ae me a lb. 8 7.04 29 
5. Sugar ae ae A 435 100 107.98 6.5 
6. Rice Bc as Te op 8 II.74 0.4 
7. Sago ate Oo” oc % I 1.88 o.1 
8. Jam, apricot ye 14 |b. tin 8 17.14 I.2 
9. Golden Syrup Ac ae 2 Ib. tin I Of o.I 
Io. Oatmeal .. t te lb. 8 8.22 0.3 
ir. Raisins, seeded ae Ee 6 5 3.29 Ory, 
12. Currants .. id Pas ; 2 3.29 0.2 
13. Apricots, dried ‘ I aes 0.2 
14. Peaches, canned 2 |b. tin 3 a 0.5 
15. Pears, canned 3 I 0.2 
16. Salmon, in tins Ib. tin 3 Ne 0.7 
17. Potatoes & a 14 lb. 9 15.02 Tem 
18. Onions : Ae. lb. 14 15.90 0.9 
1g. Soap, household, ordinary oe a 16 I5.02 Tae 
20. Candles =n “e it 3.76 0.2 
21. Kerosene .. gallon I 3.99 0.3 





Grovr II.—Datry Propvucer. 


es  ————————————————————————————  ——————————— 

















22. Milk, fresh = Hie quart 72 70.42 6.3 
23. Butter, factory as Ss lb. 30 22.30 7.6 
24. Cheese, mild as 9 4 3.52 0.7 
25. Milk, condensed, sweetened tin 5 Se One 
26. Eggs, fresh dozen 6 4.23 Tes 
‘27. Bacon, rashers nd lb. Io He 5 Qu 
28. Ham, rashers, uneooked aC #3 2: 1.88 0.4 
Group IJJ.—Mear. 

29. Beef, sirloin bys aus lb. 18 
30. Beef, ribs .. ait 5 22 
31. Beef, steak, ramp ee = II 
32. Beef, steak, stewing. . He % 20 > 107 90.85 10,2 
33. Beef, sausages : des aS 7 
34. Beef,cornedround .. a “3 14 
35. Beef, brisket with bone st 45 15 
36. Mutton, leg ae os 20 
37. Mutton, shoulder .. ahs ar 15 
38. Mutton, loin e ate 18 >79 77.93 5.9 
39. Mutton, chops, loin ae sy 16 
40. Mutton, chops, leg .. me se pe) 
av. Pork, les, 2: se “5 2 

2. Pork, loin’ .: aN ae A 2 
= Pork, chops be BC ” Pa ed B09 ra 
44. Pork, sausages 43 = 3 


EET van UIE SEES SSSI SSS URS 


Grover IV.—Hovsine. 





45. House Accommodation week 10 10.92 38.1 





(a) The mass units given for the “ Old” regimen are obtained from those given in the previous 
table by dividing by the mean population of Australia for the years 1906 to Igro. (b) Relative 
importance of Items, “ New ”’ regimen. 
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Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables 
other than potatoes and onions have not been included in the new regimen, 
owing to the fact that comparable prices for a standard grade for these 
items cannot be obtained, while a further difficulty arises from the seasonal 
character of the production and consumption thereof. The inclusion of such 
items, therefore, would impair the accuracy and stability of the index, and 
even if accurate information could be obtained, the index would probably 
not be materially affected by their inclusion. In the old regimen certain 
omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securimg com- 
parable prices. Some of the joints of meat, for example, are only insufficiently 
standardized, but anomalies in price were not uncommon. On this account, 
they have been deleted, and the total weight given to meat is distributed 
amongst the more standardized joints. 


4. Collection of Data.—Retail prices of the commodities included in 
the “composite unit” are collected from representative retail establish- 
ments in each of the five principal towns in each State (30 towns in all). 
The addresses of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government 
Statisticians of each State, and prices of foods included in the regimen are 
obtained monthly from about ten tradespeople in each town. A careful 
selection is made from the lists of tradespeople and agents to ensure the 
supply of representative figures for the district as a whole, and returns are 
sent back for verification if there is any doubt in regard to the accuracy 
of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of com- 
modities is used as a check when the indicated movement of retail prices 
appears to be abnormal. 


Misunderstanding has occurred in connexion with the use of the word 
“predominant ” in describing the grade of goods for which prices were 
quoted. When retailers first made a return of prices, they were asked to 
quote for the grade most in demand—the “ predominant ”’ price—and the 
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the 
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of a change 
in the demand. ‘To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the 
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very 
emphatically by Sir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report, 
No. 9, 1918. 

The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in 
fact been kept practically constant. Any appreciable change would be 
detected in the tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for 
explanation or amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall 
in real wages and real incomes of all kinds, there was a_ possibility 
of considerable changes in the predominant grade for some com- 
modities. Retailers have therefore been requested to take special care 
not to change the grade or quality quoted for, and the word “ pre- 
dominant ” has been abandoned, as liable to give rise to misunderstanding, 
except in the case of clothing and of miscellaneous items referred to later. 
A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain that there has been no 
appreciable change of grade in the foods for which prices are recorded. 


A return of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more 
house-agents in each capital city for brick and wooden houses respectively 
classified according to the number of rooms. The return shows the average 
rent paid for all occupied houses of an average standard. Houses with special 
advantages or disadvantages, are, therefore, not taken nto account. Informa- 
tion on similar lines is collected quarterly in each of the country towns 
included in the investigation. 
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5. Change of Base Period.—In the issues of the Labour Report up to 
the year 1929, the retail prices of food and groceries and cost of housing (four 
and five rooms) were compared with the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities in I9g1I = 1,000, while the total household expenditure 
tabulations, (i.e., food and groceries, rent of four and five rooms, clothing 
and miscellaneous items) were computed to the weighted average cost in 
the six capital cities in November, 1914 = 1,000. The desirability of 
computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered by a 
Conference of Statisticians, and it was resolved that from Ist January, 
1930, the average of the five-yearly period—1g23-1927—be adopted as 
base for retail price indexes. Consequently, the index-numbers in the 
following tables, with the exception of those given in the table showing 
relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-computed to 
the base specified. 


The computation of the series of retail price index-numbers (food, groceries, 
and rent—all houses) used by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of wages has been 
continued on the original base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities in IgII = 1,000. These index-numbers are published in 
Appendix VII. to this Report. 


A further series of Index Numbers used by this Court and designated the 
‘““ Harvester—All Items ’’ Index (‘“ D ” Series) is included in Appendix VHI., 
and a full explanation of the method by which the figures were derived will 
be found on page 46. 


6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1932.—Index-numbers, 
computed separately for each group of commodities and services included 
in the investigation, also the weighted average for all groups together, 
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index- 
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base, 
can be converted to the old base rgtI by multiplying by 1,000 and dividing 
by the index-number for IgIT. 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities. 


The index-numbers given in the separate groups of the table cannot be compared with each other in 
order to show the relative cost of (say) housing, and food and groceries, since each group or combination 
has its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that group or combination. 












































TOWN. 1907. IgII. 1914. Ig2I. 1928. 1929. 1930. I93I. | 1932. 
Group I.—GROCERIES. 
| f 
Sydney ae ae 510 574 627 | 1,115 986 | 1,106 952 gi2 923 
Melbourne od ae 461 521 562 | 1,070 893 989 858 775 791 
Brisbane ap a 547 614 607 1,105 953 1,021 877 854 831 
Adelaide ao a6 510 541 598 | 1,076 894 972 846 753 754 
Perth ae os 572 720 628 1,103 961 I O14 908 844 825 
Hobart a6 wis 501 566 604 | 1,087 Q27 | 1,025 gI7 828 853 
Weighted Average (a) .. 499 564 599 | 1,093 939 | 1,037 899 838 845 
Group II.—DAIRY PRODUCE. 

Sydney ae 46 551 574 656 1,080 1,067 1,086 984 841 810 
Melbourne wn ole 571 567 635 1,087 982 1,003 922 804 743 
Brisbane aa to 495 581 588 983 959 971 896 793 732 
Adelaide AP a 548 651 705 1,018 982 1,007 908 758 695 
Perth . .- 709 733 735 | 1,152 | 1,033 | 1,057 983 857 785 
Hobart — ie 564 587 695 I,0g! 963 993 g2t 768 695 
Weighted Average (a) .. 563 591 654 | 1,072 | 1,016 |' 1,036 946 815 764 























(a For all capital cities. 
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Foods of some importance, such as fresh fish, and fruit and vegetables 
other than potatoes and onions have not been included in the new regimen, 
owing to the fact that comparable prices for a standard grade for these 
items cannot be obtained, while a further difficulty arises from the seasonal 
character of the production and consumption thereof. The inclusion of such 
items, therefore, would impair the accuracy and stability of the index, and 
even if accurate information could be obtained, the index would probably 
not be materially affected by their inclusion. In the old regimen certain 
omissions were made partly on account of the difficulty of securing com- 
parable prices. Some of the joints of meat, for example, are only insufficiently 
standardized, but anomalies in price were not uncommon. On this account, 
they have been deleted, and the total weight given to meat is distributed 
amongst the more standardized joints. 


4. Collection of Data.—Retail prices of the commodities included in 
the “composite unit’ are collected from representative retail establish- 
ments in each of the five principal towns in each State (30 towns in all). 
The addresses of traders are forwarded to the Bureau by the Government 
Statisticians of each State, and prices of foods included in the regimen are 
obtained monthly from about ten tradespeople in each town. A careful 
selection is made from the lists of tradespeople and agents to ensure the 
supply of representative figures for the district as a whole, and returns are 
sent back for verification if there is any doubt in regard to the accuracy 
of the information supplied. The movement in wholesale prices of com- 
modities is used as a check when the indicated movement of retail prices 
appears to be abnormal. 


Misunderstanding has occurred in connexion with the use of the word 
“predominant ’’ in describing the grade of goods for which prices were 
quoted. When retailers first made a return of prices, they were asked to 
quote for the grade most in demand—the ‘“ predominant ” price—and the 
prices have been usually so described. But there was no intention that the 
grade for which a price was quoted should be changed on account of a change 
in the demand. To change the grade in this way would be contrary to the 
first principles of making an index of prices, as was laid down very 
emphatically by Sir George Knibbs in the Appendix to the Labour Report, 
No. 9, 1918. 


The grades and qualities quoted for by the individual retailers have in 
fact been kept practically constant. Any appreciable change would be 
detected in the tabulated prices, and the return would be sent back for 
explanation or amendment. In 1931, with the very sudden fall 
in real wages and real incomes of all kinds, there was a possibility 
of considerable changes in the predominant grade for some com- 
modities. Retailers have therefore been requested to take special care 
not to change the grade or quality quoted for, and the word “ pre- 
dominant ” has been abandoned, as liable to give rise to misunderstanding, 
except in the case of clothing and of miscellaneous items referred to later, 
A careful scrutiny of returns has made it certain that there has been no 
appreciable change of grade in the foods for which prices are recorded. 


A return of rents is made at the middle of each quarter by ten or more 
house-agents in each capital city for brick and wooden houses respectively 
classified according to the number of rooms. The return shows the average 
rent paid for all occupied houses of an average standard. Houses with special 
advantages or disadvantages, are, therefore, not taken into account. Informa- 
tion on similar lines is collected quarterly in each of the country towns 
included in the investigation. 
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5. Change of Base Period.—In the issues of the Labour Report up to 
the year 1929, the retail prices of food and groceries and cost of housing (four 
and five rooms) were compared with the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities in I9gII = 1,000, while the total household expenditure 
tabulations, (i.e., food and groceries, rent of four and five rooms, clothing 
and miscellaneous items) were computed to the weighted average cost in 
the six capital cities in November, 1914 = 1,000. The desirability of 
computing retail price indexes to a post-war base was considered by a 
Conference of Statisticians, and it was resolved that from Ist January, 
1930, the average of the five-yearly period—1923-1927—hbe adopted as 
base for retail price indexes. Consequently, the index-numbers in the 
following tables, with the exception of those given in the table showing 
relative cost in the 200 towns of Australia, have been re-computed to 
the base specified. 


The computation of the series of retail price index-numbers (food, groceries, 
and rent—all houses) used by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration in the determination and adjustment of rates of wages has been 
continued on the original base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities in IgII = 1,000. These index-numbers are published in 
Appendix VII. to this Report. 


A further series of Index Numbers used by this Court and designated the 
“ Harvester—All Items ” Index (‘‘ D ” Series) is included in Appendix VIII., 
and a full explanation of the method by which the figures were derived will 
be found on page 46. 


6. Retail Prices—Capital Cities, 1907 to 1932.—Index-numbers, 
computed separately for each group of commodities and services included 
in the investigation, also the weighted average for all groups together, 
for the capital city of each State are shown in the next table. The index- 
numbers in the following tables, which have the period 1923-27 as base, 
can be converted to the old base 1911 by multiplying by 1,000 and dividing 
by the index-number for IgIT. 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities. 


The index-numbers given in the separate groups of the table cannot be compared with each other in 
order to show the relative cost of (say) housing, and food and groceries, since each group or combination 
has its own base, viz., the weighted average cost for the six cities taken together during the five-yearly 
period 1923-1927 for that group or combination. 















































TOWN. 1907. | I91I. | 1914. | 1921. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 
Group I.—GROCERIES. 

7 

| 
Sydney a0 ce 510 574 627 I,1I5 986 1,106 952 gI2 923 
Melbourne AG a* 461 521 562 | 1,070 893 989 858 775 791 
Brisbane ag 5-0 547 614 607 1,105 953 1,021 877 854 831 
Adelaide ae ats 510 541 598 1,076 894 972 846 753 754 
Perth Ae a 572 720 628 I,103 Q61 I or4 908 844 825 
Hobart ts a 501 566 604 | 1,087 q27 | 1,025 QgI7 828 853 
Weighted Average (a) .. 499 564 599 | 1,093 939 | 1,037 899 | 838 845 

Group II.—DAIRY PRODUCE. 

Sydney 50 ore 551 574 656 | 1,080 | 1,067 | 1,086 984 841 810 
Melbourne Bre dc 571 567 635 1,087 982 1,003 922 804 743 
Brisbane oe Ae 495 581 588 983 959 | 971 896 793 732 
Adelaide ind ae 548 651 705 | 1,018 982 | 1,007 908 758 695 
Perth as - 709 733 735 | 1,152 | 1,033 | 1,057 983 857 785 
Hobart ono Ln 564 587 695 1,091 963 993 g2I 768 695 
Weighted Average (a) .. 563 591 654 | 1,072 | 1,016 |" 1,036 946 815 764 























(a For all capital cities. 


18 Reta Prices. 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—Capital Cities—continued. 





























Town. 1907. | Igrr. | I9r4. | I9g2I. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 193I. | 1932. 
Group III—MeEatT 

Sydney Ro a 519 501 668 960 1,035 1,068 1,034 853 781 
Mebourne oe = 557 485 663 | 1,030 g8r | 1,029 991 804 722 
Brisbane S33 ne 535 488 610 897 882 823 741 644 599 
Adelaide oo AA 553 541 784 | 1,095 I,162 I,232 I,107 876 839 
Perth #3 ae 789 824 88r | 1,103 | 1,218 | 3,220 | 1,025 802 794 
Hobart 26 25 668 638 780 | 1,244 | 1,032 | 1,056 | 1,036 842 809 








Weighted Average (a) .. 558 522 691 | 1,010 | 1,029 | 1,061 | 1,001 817 753 








Groups [., II., AND III. CoMBINED.—F00D AND GROCERIES. 











Sydney oo nic 523 553 646 1,062 1,021 I,090 984 876 852 
Melbourne st ee 517 523 610 | 1,063 942 | 1,004 913 791 758 
Brisbane as eA 530 569 603 1,014 935 951 844 778 738 
Adelaide ee an 532 570 679 1,066 993 1,055 937 789 761 
Perth St co 670 753 728 | 1,116 I,053 1,084 g6r 836 804 
Hobart oe Ze 565 592 678 | 1,133 966 | 1,025 952 816 797 
Weighted Average (a) .. 533 559 640 | 1,064 985 | 1,044 941 826 796 











Group IV.—HOUSING (WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 











Sydney Ae 66 593 7oL 760 989 1,143 1,162 I,197 1,026 894 
Melbourne oe as 455 569 628 820 | 1,087 | 1,094 | I,orr 867 816 
Brisbane Afi oe 283 373 466 630 839 841 775 680 641 
Adelaide ae a 510 706 655 809 | 1,022 986 g16 755 691 
Perth . 56 ae 458 524 589 739 941 955 979 88r 810 
Hobart ac Bn 405 452 518 881 939 932 914 gor 868 
Weighted Average (a) .. 497 612 662 862 | 1,066 | 1,073 | 1,047 gor 817 








ALL GROUPS COMBINED.—FO0OD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 








Sydney ave rs 548 606 687 | 1,036 | x,064 | 1,115 | 1,059 929 867 
Melbourne se .. 495 539 616 977 993 | 1,036 948 818 778 
Brisbane ae a 442 500 554 877 gor gi2 819 743 704 
Adelaide as ae 524 618 671 975 | 1,003 | 1,030 929 777 730 
Perth ae os 594 672 679 982 1,013 1,038 968 852 805 
Hobart tO 310 508 542 621 | 1,044 956 992 939 846 822 

















Weighted Average (a) .. | 520 578 648 992 I,014 1,054 978 852 803 





(a) For all capital cities. 


7. Change of Basis for Rent Constituent—The preceding table 
takes into account in respect of rent, houses of four and five rooms only. 
Up till the end of 1924, the rent of “all houses ’’ was the basis of the index. 
The ‘“‘all-houses ” index is still continued for the use of the Arbitration 
Court (Appendix VII.). There is no appreciable difference in the movement 
of the rent index for any town, either as regards “all houses” or only four 
and five-roomed houses. There is, however, a substantial difference in the 
index-numbers of the various cities owing to their considerable variation 
from one another in the proportion of four and five-roomed houses to total 
houses. 


8. Retail Prices, Thirty Towns, 1928 to 1933.—The following tables give 
index-numbers representing the variations in the cost of food and groceries 
(46 commodities), in 30 of the more important towns in Australia at yearly, 
quarterly, and monthly periods for the years specified. In addition, index- 
numbers are inserted showing for the years specified the quarterly and yearly 
variations in house rents and in the combined cost of food, groceries, and 
housing. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period 1928-1927, as Base (a) (= 1,000). 






















































































N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
s = 5 ; lo 2 2, = 
5 jaa} = a Sos a * : & - . 
> z S 2 a = &, 5 a & 2 3 2 aS 
5 2 3 = = | SEF] 8 Ss 3 s B | Es 
o i 3 ae) Sapeee ae = 5 y Rio Ca) 
BR i 5 & 4 |\Eazl = s ea oS lepecehees 
FOOD AND GROCERIES—46 COMMODITIES. 
1928 Se P L,02" |-L,077 | 132067]-1,035 989 | 1,026 942 965 966 953 928 944 
1929 ++ [1,090 | 1,061 | 1,286 | 1,094 | 1,046 | 1,092 | 1,004 | 1,029 | 1,041 | 1,010 990 | 1,006 
1930 os 984 | 974 | 1,182 977 | 964 | 988 913 | 952 | 958] 909 | 932] 916 
1931 ar 876 868 | 1,011 843 857 879 791 815 825 781 810 793 
1932 30 852 836 953 829 818 853 758 767 779 778 801 760 
1932 1st Qtr. 870 849 976 820 834 870 786 801 798 795 818 787 
2nd. 861 843 961 841 834 862 770 775 790 789 | 812 772 
3rd_,, 850 | 841 | 967] 839] 818} 852] 752) 757 | 777) 779 | 800] 755 
4th ,, 828 812 909 816 786 828 722 734 749 747 775 725 
1933 1st Qtr. 796 | 786 | 879 | 784 | 762 | 797} 688 | 713 | 720 | 720] 728 | 692 
2nd ,, 799 | 791 | 884 | 788} 771 | 800] 703 | 724} 724] 731 | 740 | 706 
1932. 
January .. 860 835 970 813 834 860 778 790 796 790 804 780 
February .. 874 859 984 821 829 874 795 814 803 798 829 797 
March ne 875 854 974 826 840 875 784 799 796 797 820 786 
April m6 872 851 975 846 848 873 782 794 802 803 830 784 
May -- | 859] 843] 949] 842) 832] 860] 769] 777] 788 | 786 | 806) 771 
June -- | 852] 835) 960] 836] 823] 85 761 | 755 | 781 | 779 | 800] 762 
July Ad 853 839 969 842 828 855 758 747 776 781 804 760 
August ne 85r ; 838 | 967 | 840] 814 852 751 762 777 | 782 795 754 
September .. 845 845 964 836 811 848 747 761 779 774 800 750 
October... 847 | 827 | 942 | 828 | 795 | 847] 739 | 746 | 762) 759 | 787 | 7a4r 
November .. 822 809 891 813 784 822 716 730 746 743 772 719 
December .. 815 799 | 892] 806] 779 | 815 712 27 | 739 | 739) 766) 7135 
1933. i ? 
January .. 802 790 882 796 766 803 700 722 731 728 736 793 
February .. 799 788 881 791 764 799 689 712 22 720 728 692 
March aa 787 781 873 765 757 788 675 705 708 714 719 679 
April 36 800 791 885 782 762 801 688 719 719 728 738 693 
May +. 797 | 789 | 885 | 790] 772] 799 | 700) 725 20 | 728 | 738 | 703 
June . 799 | 794 | 881 | 790 | 780} 800} 720 | 728] 731 | 737] 744 | 72t 
HousING—(WBIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS), 
| 
1928 .. 11,743 | 1,089 7o2 | 1,183 885 | 1,125 | 1,087 675 793 980 831 | 1,053 
1929 .» [1,162 | 1,082 7OI | 1,240 880 | 1,142 | 1,094 704 817 94 849 | 1,060 
1930 «+ | 1,197 | 1,044 727 | 1,181 978 | 1,170 | 1,011 696 | 750} 853 | 865 982 
1931 ner, 020: 895 700 953 892 | 1,005 867 620 653 815 823 847 
1932 ee 894 799 622 841 781 877 816 627 643 738 804 799 
1932 1st Qtr. | 913 | 810 | 615} 850] 778 | 895} 830] 629 | 643 | 755 | 811 | 812 
and ,, goz | 798 | 62r | 845.) 783 | 884 | 819 | 629 | 643 | 743 | 805 | 802 
ard! |;, 883 798 626 842 778 868 813 625 645 731 805 796 
4th. 5; 876 788 625 828 784 860 802 62 640 722 796 786 
I ist Qtr. 873 | 780 | 627 | 817 | 783 | 857] 806 | 635} 636} 721 | 794 | 790 
ay 2nd, | ;, $63 778 627 810 783 849 799 633 637 721 788 783 
FooD, GROCERIES, AND HOUSING. 
1928 .. [1,064 | 1,043 | 1,027 | 1,087 952 | 1,061 993 862 904 962 894 983 
1929 .. [1,115 | 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,146 987 | 1,110 [1,036 94 962 985 940 | 1,026 
1930 «+ $1,059 g98 | 1,021 | 1,050 969 | 1,052 948 861 884 goo 909 940 
1931 * 929 877 gor 882 869 923 818 746 764 793 815 812 
1932 oo 667 823 835 834 805 862 778 77 730 763 802 773 
2 1st Qtr. 885 | 835 | 848 | 83x} 814] 879 | 80x | 740 | 743 | 781 | 815 | 796 
me as 876 | 827 | 842; 843 | 816 | 870} 788] 723 | 738 | 773 | 810} 783 
3rd 5, 862 826 845 840 804 858 773 710 730 762 801 769 
ACD a ese 844 803 806 820 784 839 749 694 709 737 781 545 
I ist Qtr. 822 733 787 | 795 767 | 817 | 727 | 683 688 719 748 | 723 
si ae Ae 821 786 | 790 | 795 774 | 817 | 735 | 690] 691 720 | 755 \ 731 
































(a) See explanatory note at centre of page 17. 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period, 1923-27, as Base (a2) (= 1,000)—continued. 





QUEENSLAND—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


SouTH AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. 






































































































































a . 3 & 5 
a = a Ele é = 
. ag : Gel : os = rey : Needles 
3 os "es EF lmes| 8S | Fas) & ae | ees. 
2D e oO: Ci =O © oO bowel] ie 5 = oO 
i SSS SS Se See ce ese Sear: 4) ae ees 
(23) = es On S eae < Kae ey =| AS | ean 
FOOD AND GROCERIES—(46 COMMODITIES). 
1928 . 935 | 891 | 970 | 1,087 | 930 | 940} 993 |1,059 |1,048 | 997 |1,110 | 999 
1929 d 951 929 | I,OII | 1,102 971 961 | 1,055 | 1,137 | 1,1IX | 1,034 1,166 | 1,062 
1930 an 844 846 | 912 966 | 877 | 855 | 937 | 1,036 |I,019 | 924 | 1,044 944 
1931 AG 778 | 764 | 843 | 902 | 798 | 788 | 789} 8690] 853 | 774 | 864 | 795 
1932 5 738 729 808 876 770 749 761 848 818 772 816 767 
1932 1st Qtr. 761 | 744 | 844 | 898 | 777) 772 | 787 | 873 | 854] 788) 85x | 793 
2nd ,, 747 742 815 885 781 758 781 860 836 783 829 787 
Suto le 9 729 726 795 866 768 741 755 849 812 766 807 762 
4th ,, 716 | 7or| 779) 856] 753 | 7264 721 | 809 | 768) 750] 776) 727 
1933 ust Qtr. 692 74 | 748 | 822 | 718) 7or] 711 | 794 | 746 | 739 | 765 | 716 
and ,, 697) 6731) 7580) Sor h 7240) ZOSai 730 8030) 7538 739)i|5 77OnleeoD 
1932. 
January 765 | 739 | 847] 900 | 787) 775 | 769 | 854] 845} 781 | 841 | 776 
February 764 | 742 | 843 894 | 767 | 774 798 889 | 866 | 790 | 864 | 805 
March 754 | 751 841 g00 | 778 767 | 793 | 876] 852 792 849 799 
April 752 | 750 | 826) 893] 785 | 7641 705 | 872 | 855 | 786] 847 | 80x 
May 748 743 818 884 784 760 780 856 833 789 826 786 
June 739 | 733 | 802 F9°| 772) 750 || 769 || =853 | 820 || 775 | 814 975 
July 731 731 801 869 774 743 766 852 817 768 817 772 
August AiG 728 724 791 861 763 739 755 851 812 766 810 761 
September .. 729 22 793 867 767 740 746 846 808 764 795 753 
October... 728 715 791 867 767 739 733 829 789 759 788 740 
November .. 710 | 697 | 775 855 748 721 710 | 798 762 743 768 722 
December 708 692 771 848 744 718 714 801 754 747 773 720 
1933. 
January 696 | 672 750 | 831 A NOs eco”, 796 | 745 742 764 713 
February 694 | 680) 748 | 838 720 | 703 71z 795 749 739 FOF) eran 
March 687 | 669 | 747] 798 715 696 | 713 7909 | 745 737 764 718 
April 604 676 751 804 719 702 726 801 755 735 770 731 
May 50 698 671 763 806 726 706 727 802 752 742 769 732 
June ae 698 671 759 811 728 706 740 806 751 738 772 743 
HOUSING—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 
1928 66 839 | 727 | 653 | 677 | 679 | 805 J1,022 | 481 | 699] 549 | 770] 979 
1929 oo 841 719 633 745 678 806 986 443 695 561 816 945 
1930 775 | 727 | 685 | 720} 668 | 759] 916} 398 | 715 | 586 | 810] 882 
1931 aD 680 628 624 628 648 668 755 402 675 586 715 734 
1932 641 649 582 542 617 633 691 378 624 610 700 675 
1932 rst Qtr. 649 591 590 557 647 636 696 382 628 610 702 679 
ands; 644 662 590 550 622 637 697 377 629 609 695 680 
3rd, 636 | 668 | 574 | 531 | 600] 629] 689] 377] 623] 609} 697] 673 
4th ,, 636 674 575 531 600 629 683 377 617 610 706 667 
I9g3 1st Qtr. 660 714 566 518 617 650 692 378 604 610 712 674 
Pyikel as 694 695 548 518 623 674 693 378 601 610 708 676 
FooD, GROCERIES AND HOUSING. 
1928 gor 833 858 942 841 892 | 1,003 854 925 838 990 2 
1929 gi2 855 877 975 867 go06 1,030 891 963 866 | 1,042 5 
1930 Rs 819 804 Bee 879 803 821 929 810 gII 804 gor 922 
1931 743 716 765 105 745 745 777 793 799 707 811 
1932 704 699 728 758 716 708 736 681 749 714 774 334 
1932 ist Qtr. 721 | 690| 754) 777 | 73% | 724] 754] 699] 7741 725 | 708 
2nd ,, LON) 7.13 735 767 | 724 | 715 752 | 689 | 763 721 pit oe 
3rd ,, 696 | 704 | 717 | 747 | 7o8 | Zor} 731 | 682] 744 | 710} 767] 730 
4th ,, 687 | 690} 707 | 741 | 699 | 691 | 706] 655] 713] 699] 749] 705 
1933 1st Qtr. 678 683 683 714 680 681 702 645 694 692 00 
2nd ,; 692 677 684 704 686 691 716 651 697 692 oe rhe 




















—_——— 
(a) See note at centre of page 17, 
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Retail Prices Index-Numbers 30 Towns : Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period, 1923-1927, as Base (6) (=1,000)—continued, 






















































































































































































WESTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX-NUMBERS. TASMANIA—INDEX- NUMBERS. ay S 
= : g5|5 
s < a jo 8 2 E 3.38 <F |< ty 
= = a cs ~» 8 Pax} i ns 
.| 8| 2] 8! 8 |e le] 8] 3s] &| & |S8a| fs) 382 
a = aS 2 Sics. B ° 2 ao] 2 | 283] EEle25 
= a} a = | S54] A 5 E sS| § | 258] Ss] SFs 
S F | > ° 2 aS 2 o 
Pats eibtey Ieoder [een eae Ie Ree oe | oG.| Berl eer 
FooD AND GROCERIES—(46 COMMODITIES). 
1928 1,053 | 1,173 | 1,104 | 1,130 | 1,096 | 1,069 966 949 | 1,006 973 | 1,080 967 985 989 
1929 1,084 | 1,267 | 1,157 |1,173 | 1,149 | 1,108 | 1,025 | 995 | 1,078 | 1,038 | 1,140 | 1,024 | 1,044 | 1,047 
1930 g6r | 1,138 | 1,041 | 1,070 | 1,055 | 986] 952 | 937 | 1,002 | 938 | 1,068 | 953] 941 946 
I93I 836 994 883 886 918 856 816 812 844 827 934 821 826 830 
1932 804 | 974) 854 | 831 862 | 824] 797] 779 | 830} 822) 904! 798! 796] 80} 
1932 1st Qtr. 826 990 868 828 900 845 814 800 859 854 gI4 817 819 823 
and ,, 835 988 | 879 | 853 | 900 | 8534 81x 791 839 | 839 | 908] 811 810 | 813 
Std lia 796 | 970] 852 833 856 | 817] 789 7609 820 | 800 | 898 789 791 | 796 
4th ,, 760 | 949 | 815) 81x | 790} 782] 774 | 754] 800} 796] 895 | 775} 765] 770 
1933 st Qtr. | 738} 930] 7or |] 768) 746] 759] 737| 727) 7 763 | 868 | 7424 736] 74x 
and ,, 776 | 943 | 824 | 80r) 761 | 794] 750] 735 | 773) 769 | 877! 752] 748} 752 
1932. 
January 820 982 870 810 889 839 804 796 852 852 910 810 811 814 
February 822 990 858 822, 897 842 818 803 859 859 gI2 821 825 829 
March 836 998 877 852 QI4 855 821 799 864 852 920 822 822 825 
April 844 | 1,006 882 858 gIo 863 831 807 855 853 917 830 820 824 
May te 834 988 885 857 go2 853 812 786 835 835 908 810 808 812 
June 826 | 971 | 870] 843 | 8388 | 844] 790} 779 | 827} 829 | 900] 794} 800] 803 
July 803 970 | 861 835 864 | 823 738 772 825 806 | 900} 790 796 | 800 
August 797 | 970 | 853 | 829 | 858 | 818] 786} 769) 814} 795 | 902 | 787] 7ox | 796 
September .. 788 970 842 835 847 810 791 767 820 799 893 790 787 792 
October. 774 | 962 | 834] 825} 822] 797] 793] 763 | 812] 808 | 901 | 790} 782] 786 
November .. | 759 | 947] 809 | 809 | 796} 781 | 7683] 749 | 800] 791 | 804 | 770] 760] 764 
December 746 37 | 803 | 798} 753 | 767] 763 | 749] 788] 790 | 888 | 766} 755] 759 
1933. 746 + 7 vi 
January 732 | 928 | 783 | 773 | 751} 754] 746] 732] 769) 769] 880} 749] 742] 747 
February 733 929 789 762 743 755 739 720 768 765 865 742 738 742 
March 748 | 932 | Sor | 769 | 743 | 768) 727) 722 | 762) 756] 860) 733] 729} 734 
April 763 | 938 | 815 | 793 | 756| 783 | 74% | 730] 771 772 | 872) 746] 742] 746 
May .. | 773 | 942 | 822 | 798] 7or) Zor | 749 | 735 | 775 | 769 | 876) 752] 746] 750 
June yor | 949 | 835] 813 | 765 | 808} 759] 740] 772 | 765 | 884 | 759] 756] 759 
HovusIn@—(WEIGHTED AVERAGE 4 AND 5 ROOMS). 
ee EE 
1928 o4t | 54x | 917 | 672 | 957] 893] 939 | 845 | 778 | 711 | 460 | 878 | 1,066 | 1,032 
1929 955 | 543 | 917 | 675 | 985} 900] 932] 83r | 78x | 733] 520] 873 | 1,073 | 1,037 
1930 979 | 582 | 903] 783 |1,003 | 934 | 914 | 806) 726) 774 | 567 | 858 } 1,047 | 1,013 
1931 881 657 851 771 | 1,035 858 gol 778 712 726 598 840 gor 878 
1932 810 | 743 | 805] 756 | 979| 805] 868 | 760 702 694 673 | 816] 817} 800 
Bt tr. 818 | 669 | 823] 743 | 987] 805 | 862] 766] 715 | 699 | 662 8x4 831 | 8rr 
1932 eae &rr | 765 | 810] 740 | 98r| 808] 878 | 757] 7o2| 698| 676 | 82: | 822] 805 
Sra 3 808 768 794 772 975 807 869 7357 7OL 693 682 816 811 795 
4th, Sor 768 791 767 974 Sor 863 760 689 687 671 812 804 788 
tr. 9 779 | 782 | 768] 950} 796} 853} 763 | 682} 676} 679 | 806} 806} 790 
1933 rel Qe | roe | 398 | 300 77x | 9431 797| 859 | 772 | 677] 673| 700] 823| 804] 788 
ee ee GROCERIES, AND = alton (yr) 1)-—.VOUSTIUO RODDNGRB GATE RUE RNONEEE Asartd |Lhigd ae 
1,01 1,038 967 | 1,047 |1,007 | 956 912 926 880 eee emery Tee ae a se aes ai One 2 935 | 1,014 | 1,004 
mae I ase ry a3 1,072 996 | 1,090 | 1,036 992 937 972 930 920 970 } 1,054 | 1,044 
1929 968 | 941 | 992 | 968 | 1,058 | 967] 939 | 89x | 904 | 880 | 890 9x9 978 970 
1930 852 | 874 | 872 | 846] 960] 85 846 | 800 | 797 | 791 | 815 B52 
1932 %, 805 | 892 | 836 | 804) 902 8I 7| 822} 772| 784 | 777 | 9822 304 803 a0 
82 876 | 852] 798] 931 | 831 831 788 | 808 | 799 | 824 | 816] 823] 819 
1932 a ae Bae gog | 854] 813 | 929] 837] 835 | 779 | 790] 789 | 826] 815 | 814 | 810 
are zt 799 | 808 | 831 | 810] 897 | 812] 816) 764) 777 | 761 | 82t | 798 | 798} 796 
re u 472 | 884 | 805 | 793 | 852 | 786} 805 | 755] 760] 757] 815 | 787] 778] 776 
Ber) tgs, 785 | 765 | 814] 769] 77 737 | 735 | 73% | 800] 762] 759 | 757 
1933 1st Qtr. | 737 | 88 | 8ro| 788) 822] 793| 787] 746] 738| 733| 815 | 772] 700] 763 
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(a) The 
Northam (W. 
































towns of Midland Junction (W.A.), Zeehan (Tas.), and Beaconsfield (Tas.), were replaced in 1923 by 
A.), Burnie (Tas.), and Devonport (Tas.). 


(6) See note at centre of page 17. 
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In so far as they relate to the capital cities the index-numbers in these 
tables are comparable in every respect with those given on page 17 for the 


respective groups, and where they relate to the same period the numbers are 
identical in both tables. 


The index-numbers in the separate parts of the table cannot be directly 
compared with one another in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing 
and food and groceries, since the weighted average cost during the five-yearly 
period, 1923-1927, is in each part made equal to 1,000. 


The last two columns in each division of the table on the preceding 
page refer to the weighted average for the six capital cities and for the 
30 towns. The population weights used in the computations of these 
weighted averages for 1923 and subsequent years are as follows :— 


Population Weights Used for Different Towns. 





New South 












































ar 4 = me : Western - 
VI OSE Victoria. Queensland. South Australia. Australia. | Tasmania. 
| 
| | 
| | 
we pe) a) 3 pei 
Town. si Town. | S Town. "eb Town. a Town. & | Town. & 
co o @ | 3 © | o 
=| | & 5 = = 5 
| | | | 
Sydney 899|Melbourne 766 Brisbane 210 Adelaide 255 Perth, etc. 155 Hobart 52 
eweale 84 pale ae 36 pameonahe 2I ae ee 13 Kale He,ete) 19/Launceston| 24 
roken Hi 26| Bendigo .. 30 Rockham'n 24 Pt. Pirie ro Northam 4 Burnie .. 3 
Goulburn 13/Geelong .. 32 Chrts. Twrs. | 9 Mt. Gamb’r} 4 Bunbury 4|Devonport 5 
Bathurst 9) W’nambool 8 Warwick | 6 Peterbor’gh 2 Geraldton 4 Queenst’wn| 3 
—— \—— | | — et 
Total zg31| Total) 2 \p872)) “Lotal x50), 270) *Dotal ty. 284) Eotal.. | 186) Total .. | 87 
| | 








The weights used are based on the 1921 Census populations, and represent 
to the nearest 1,000 the actual populations at that date. 


9. Retail Prices Index-Numbers in Terms of Currency.—In each section 
of the next table the average cost for the six capital cities during the five- 
yearly period 1923-1927 has been taken as base 20s. The figures 
measure the variations in the cost of—(a) food and groceries ; (6) house 
rent ; and (c) food, groceries, and house rent combined, from year to year 
in each city separately (in the vertical lines), and the relative cost in the 
several cities in each year (in the horizontal lines). Thus, by referring to 
the section of the table relating to food, groceries, and house rent combined, 
it will be seen that 12s. 1d. in Sydney in IgII was equivalent to Ios. in 
Brisbane, or 10s. 10d. in Hobart, while 15s. gd. in Melbourne for the last 
quarter of 1932 was equivalent to 8s. Iod. in Brisbane in 1907, or 138. 5d. 
in Perth in 1gII. 
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Retail Prices—Amounts necessary on the Average in each Year specified from 1907 to 
1933 to purchase in each Capital City what would have cost on the average £1 during 
the five-yearly period 1923-1927 in the Capitals regarded as a whole. 






























































Weighted 
Year. Sydney. | Melb’ne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. | Average of 6 
Capital Cities. 
Foop AND GROCERIES (46 CoMMODITIES). 
Ss. d. s. d. Gh Suede s. d. &. d. Sse 
1907 Io 6 Io 4 TOM, Io 8 1b toa #3) rey 4 Io 8 
IQII ES a Io 6 sien Il 5 LEG yoret II 10 Lot 2 
1g2I 2073 2873 2003 21 WAy ie 220 4: 22) 8 213} 
1927 20 8 Ig 5 ES) Lon |) 20m 7 20 I 20 0 20 0 
1928 20 5 18 i0 18 8 Ig IO 20 oe 19g) 4 19 8 
1929 21 10 ZOREE 19 0 Flip at 2S, 20 6 20 II 
1930 19 8 18 3 16 II 18 9 19,3) JO" 1 18 Io 
1931 1716 I5 10 Le I5 9 16 9 16 4 16 6 
1932 cor ys I5 2 14 9 15 3 ey te 15 11 egy 7 
OR2 ernst i ora aly lua 5 a eS eo aloes. |e ao tle TOs On Ea TO ag LOWS 
Ay and ;, 7S ™H 5 04) UE Dn a7, 16 8 TOM 3 T6092 
rs Briss. L790: ws i ah! 77 5" = 15 It TS 9 15 10 
» 4th ,, G7 tet ee |e eet |e maton eae o. 10 15 4 
1933 Ist ,, 15 II T3i9 13 10 14 3 14 9 74h 29 I4 9 
end: bs. 16°-0 DA «3H rey ar 14 7 15 6 I5 oO 15 oO 
Hovusr Renr (WEIGHTED AVERAGE, 4 AND 5 Rooms CoMBINED). 
1907 II 10 Onis 5 8 EO) 12 ou Sr 9g II 
IQIl I4 0 ini Fin (6 T4- 2 Io 6 9 0 129s 
1921 TO) ROMs LOp Sul eel eae palms Zilla laa ON lie 77) gp 33 
1927 22 2 20nLi 16 8 18 10 iB o5 THO meet 20. 77 
1928 22 10 2I 9 16 9 20 5 18 10 18 9 20 A 
1929 saab ret hive a tag 16 10 ars) 98) 19 I 1S). 3) rai AC} 
1930 23.20% 20 3 664 ald) 18 4 Oy 94 18 3 20 It 
1931 20 6 17d Le 7 15) 0 wy Ti 18 oO sy) (6) 
1932 ae A EL 16 4 I2 10 13 10 LO 2 Ted: 16 4 
1932 Ist Qtr. uel LON 7 r3 1:0 13 Il 16 4 17 3 16 7 
or 2nidirtss 18) 1 16 5 iP ABS DYN ta ily 3} Ze ey, 76, 5 
= 3rd _ ,, 17 8 16, 3 I2 9 39 16 2 17 5 HOMES 
- 4th ,, DFO Gy #3 12) s9 13 8 16 0 NTs 3} LOM a 
1933 Ist 3, Tp gO: Owe 132 13 10 15) LL erp ene TOn su 
f and ,, Tes 16 0 TSie0a 13 10 15 11 Ts, 2 Tor 
Foop, GrocEertes, AND Hovusr RENT COMBINED. 
1907 TO 9 II 8 10 Io 6 weit Tait ile) ror 5 
IgIl TOs Tay GY) Ekobe Cove ||P are Pare y URN Mee oven to) ne 7) 
Ig21 20 9 19) 6 7 Oo eo) Ig 8 20 II Ig 10 
1927 22 19 II ikskeugenl  eishe co) 19 6 19 9 20) 3 
1928 20 $3 Ig 10 18 o 20m 20 3 TOW 2055 
1929 22 4 20 9 its) 93} 20m 7) 20 9 Ig 10 Aa ak 
1930 PA ae 18 II 16 5 Toes 7 19 4 18 9 19) Gj 
1931 lien 16 4 14 10 15 7 here 16 II TF) au 
1932 %y, EF uA rhe 7, Te oli 14 9 ue) a LOR 5 LO) Gi 
t+ Qtr. yf Ms) 16 0 Tat a I5 1 16 6 169 77 16 6 
#938 eure 17 6 15 9 14 2 i 16 6 16 8 T6. 63 
awh aae 17 3 15 Ons ete eaten |p LO, OM) TORT 4 16 0 
# 4th ,, 16 II 15 0 Eg 14 I I5 5 16 1 Oe al 
TORR TSshlees TO: 5 wil 7 eS ay / Tig AE 5 I 15) 16 E52 
my) atl” ee Oy) eto elon ett one 7 i tos 9 15 4 
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to. Price Details, 1982.—The summarized results of price-movements 
are published quarterly, and the average retail prices of food and groceries 
for each month are published in the Quarterly Summary of Australian 
Statistics. In Section II. of the Appendix to this Report, the average 
retail price of each item of the food and groceries group during 1932 Is 
given for the 30 towns included in the investigation. Information with 
regard to house rents is published quarterly in the Summary, and annually 
in the Labour Reports. In appendixes to Labour Report No. 1, particulars 
were given of retail prices and house rents in the capital cities for the years 
1gor to rg. In Report No. 2 and subsequent issues detailed formation 
will be found regarding retail prices and rents during each year. 


§ 3. Food, &c., Clothing and Miscellaneous. 


1. General.—_In the following Section, the results are included of 
investigations into retail price variations of all items ordinarily entering 
into household expenditure classified into four main groups :—Food and 
Groceries ; Rent ; Clothing ; and Miscellaneous. 


The tabulation by the Bureau was undertaken followmg the recom- 
mendation of the Royal Commission on the Basic Wage which was appointed 
in IgTQ to inquire into and report upon the following matters :— 


(i) The actual cost of living at the present time, according to reason- 
able standards of comfort, including all matters comprised in 
the ordinary expenditure of a household, for a man with a wife 
and three children under fourteen years of age, and the several 
items and amounts which make up that cost. 


(ii) The actual corresponding cost of living during each of the last 
five years. 


(1) How the basic wage may be automatically adjusted tu the rise 
and fall from time to time of the purchasing-power of money. 





The Commission issued two reports—the first in November, 1920, and 
the second in April, 1921. These reports show that, according to the standard 
assumed by the Commission, the cost of living as at the ist November, 
1920, for a family consisting of man, wife, and three children under fourteen 
years of age, was as follows :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Living, 1st November, 1920. 














Particulars. Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Led. | Lf sads | Ss) da Ge. 1d) | ei sede some 

Rent it (oy (6) te 21 O) ORT 7ao) 019 6 019 0 019 0 
Food GS PEW es Gy 6) | mS} 27) se eer enter 2) Sere 
Clothing NG Coan gees ACL rg (ops Coy | Relais) cyl ae Ff @) | ok @ ZR 
Miscellaneous Io 10 Te ag wt Tee Omer Tie ees Tt a 2} oO Ig 10 
Total O65 Sa LOmEO i Gp at 5 10) 2 SeloneL Ten eey aye 5 16 11 
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The corresponding cost of the commodities and services included (which 


are fully set out in the first Report) for the years IgI4 to I9g20 was as 
follows :— 


Royal Commission on Basic Wage—Cost of Commodities, etc., 1914 to 1920. 











Years. Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 

se te Gl eS aa) Gibe) ewer ial cecal) aes Si lett: Ge el 

1914 SN VeCale See lesen Caleoeitd Say, 3,825, OnesegOue® 
I9QI5 Swilsy Te) Ate G 3.1 3 319 Oo Syne EyeneGy 05 
Igi6 3 17 5 4 4 6 3 13 10 3) Lo) 4 1 2 Byby 12 
IQI7 A 22 Aregy 3 3 19s id, B3ne2 4 gate 4 4 10 
1918 4 810 414 8 411610 4 10 II re aakey 4. 80 86) 
I9IQ APTS 4 Halt Sees Sindh to LO) 502). 0n|, 5) O19: | 95) hone 
1920 Gy ales 6) SR ok 5 OL 2 redo mat 5 13 IT 5 16 II 




















In answer to the third clause of the inquiry, the Commission recom- 
mended that “a Bureau of Labour should be organized from existing 
members of the Public Service, which should ascertain from time to time 
the rise and fall in the purchasing-power of money in relation to the 
reasonable standard of comfort for the typical family (i.e., such a family 
as is described in Clause 1). After consulting the Commonwealth Statistician 
as to methods of collection and tabulation, the Government decided that the 
recommendation would be met by widening the scope of inquiries of this 
nature already made by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


The results of the investigations by the Bureau into the variations in the 
cost of living since 1920 according to this standard are given hereafter. 


2. Methods Adopted.—The Commission was concerned principally with 
ascertaining variations in the cost of the adopted regimen, which is described 
in the “ Indicator List’ contained in the Report. It appeared, however, 
that the usefulness of the investigations by this Bureau would have been 
somewhat impaired if limited in the manner suggested by the Commission, and 
it was decided, therefore, to apply to a more detailed inquiry the method 
of index-numbers already used in the investigations into variations in the 
cost of food, groceries and housing. 

The ordinary expenditure of a household has been grouped under four 
heads—(i) Food and Groceries ; (il) Housing ; (iii) Clothing ; (iv) Other 
Requirements (Miscellaneous). 


It was decided to adopt for food, groceries and house rent,* the 
commodities, method, and weighting already in use, and the commodities and 
quantities conform very closely with those given in the ‘“* Indicator Lists ” of 
the Commission. With regard to housing, the Commission adopted a certain 
type of 5-roomed house as its standard in determining the amount allowed 
for house rent, but the figures quoted by this Bureau covering 4 and 5-roomed 
houses, and not confined to any particular type, fairly represent variations 
in the rent for the type of house described by the Commission. 

Inquiries by this Bureau had been confined to food, groceries and housing. 
It became necessary, therefore, to investigate the cost of clothing and 
miscellaneous items. With regard to clothing, the Basic Wage Commission 
collected a large amount of information as to duration of articles, and this 
has been used in computing the index-numbers given in the following tables. 





* The basis of housing accommodation has been altered in this section to conform with the basis 
adopted in § 2, 
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With regard to miscellaneous expenditure, inquiries were made regarding 
cost of fuel and light, household utensils, drapery, crockery, and other items 
in the “ Indicator Lists’, and the aggregate expenditure thereon has been 
computed in the same manner as that for clothing. 


The item “ groceries (not food) ” has been omitted from miscellaneous 
expenditure, though it was so described by the Commission, as the index- 
numbers already published by this Bureau cover the articles allowed for 


under this heading, such as soap, starch, blue, &c. 


In respect to clothing and a considerable amount of miscellaneous 
expenditure, it is impossible to ensure continuity of grade or quality, as 
is the case with food and groceries. It is therefore necessary in regard to 
many items to revert to the “ predominant ’’ price—the price of the grade 
or quality most in demand. The index-numbers for clothing and “ miscel- 
laneous expenditure ” are therefore affected by changing standards and are 
not such exact measures of prices as the index-numbers for food and groceries. 
The complete “ all-items ” index is consequently less reliable than the food- 
and-rent index. 


The change in the food regimen, beginning with the 3rd Quarter of 1932, 
had equal application to this series of index-numbers. 


3. Base.—For comparative purposes, it was necessary to fix some period 
as base. The new series of index-numbers, covering all items of household 
expenditure, were computed in the first instance from price data relating 
to the month of November, 1914. This period was adopted owing to the 
difficulty of securing information regarding prices of clothing and 
miscellaneous items for earlier periods. While the index-numbers for 1914 in 
the following tables relate to the month of November, they may be accepted 
as typical of conditions immediately preceding the war. For base, the 
weighted average cost for the six capital cities was taken, and the aggregate 
expenditure in November 1914 made equal to 1,000. The index-numbers 
were computed to this base up to and including the 4th Quarter 1929. In 
accordance with the decision of a Conference of Statisticians that a post- 
war period should be adopted as base, an alteration was made as from Ist 
January 1930, and the index-numbers in the following tables have been 
computed to a post-war base, viz., the weighted average cost in the six 
capital cities during the five-yearly period—1g23-1927—the average annual 
aggregate expenditure in this period being made equal to 1,000. 


4. Variations—Thirty Towns.—The investigations were extended 
to the five principal towns in each State for the months of November 
Ig2I, and May, August and November 1922, and quarterly for the year 
1923 and subsequently. It was considered unnecessary to obtain information 
for previous years regarding prices of clothing and miscellaneous requirements 
in towns other than the capitals. While so far as the capitals were concerned, 
details were already available in the Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Basic Wage. Information of this nature is at present collected quarterly 
for all the towns, and quarterly index-numbers are available. 


5. Retail Prices—Thirty Towns—Nov. 1914 to 2nd Quarter 1933.— 
The following tables give index-numbers for (i) Food and Groceries ; 
(ii) Housing ; (iii) Food, Groceries and Housing Combined ; (iv) Clothing ; 
(v) Miscellaneous Requirements; (vi) Food and Groceries, Housing, 
Clothing, and Miscellaneous Requirements combined. 
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Food and Groceries (46 Commodities) Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average 


Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (= 1,000). 





































































































N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
: ; l 
. = | | iH | é 
Bexlod aes. oS Sy decry || SEs a sta |e Seber ee | sae 
may st Sp. * Ss on 3S ee 
Sis | & |) & ltete| & | 8) S| & | 6. lee 
= S| Ra! =| Telecare || get aes S o ao |a2o 
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n 2 | «4 So |g |e] BS | 7 a | o | Fa | Bab 
| | | | | | 
} | | | 
Novetord «5. 638 Be | He te eullercs tis 616 ke egeie AlWanrces ae, a 
aj se Se 964 977 | 972 950 | 935 964 923 | 928 919 | 941 948 Q24 
| | | | 
Year 1927... 1,032 | 1,025 | 1,205 | 1,030 | 996 | 1,036 969 | 989 | 990 | 965 949 | 970 
yeROZBio ws. | 1,020 |\z,0%7 |/1,206 ||1,035 989 | 1,026 942 965 | 966 | 953 928 944 
» 1929 .. | 1,090 | 1,061 | 1,286 | 1,094 | 1,046 | 1,092 I,004 | 1,029 | 1I,04I | 1,010 990 | 1,006 
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| | 7 
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1 | 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- |) ore: <- NUMBERS. > co 
Tens TASMANIA.—INDEX-NU 8.5 8 
aa = == ae [== eapeeielles 
alli A ys S= is 
£ es g =| £|_4| 48|< 
. . co i a ee 
Period. Se ilma |e Estee ite || ee |- 126] 88) | 85 | ee eee 
4 8 S S|s5ileoe|| S| 2 a| 4/8o| 28 |a2e 
a ye ei Sen ae ey | es a! res |e O., | o | Be) BS Bes 
5 =| iB Be | ead | |r lero 3 EI o| 3 |2b| Sx/So3 
é\8\lel\als|E<| 8) 4] a] al co |Fa| 30/386 
i | sal ome Fae gl 641 
Nov. 191 - 746) a o 687! qe rob se heise oo 
as seat . | 1,005 1,120] 1,054) 1 ,049| I ,03I I ,033/ 1,027) 958) 1,108 cael 1,077, 1,011) 950 954 
} | | | 
Year 192 : 1,004 1,148| 1,098) 1,109) I,101| 1,026, 1,000) 987] 1,017| 1,006) I, 105, 1,oo1| 1,000 | {,004 
, ane 2. | 1,053, 1,273 1,104| 1,130 1096|1,069, 966) 949) 1,006] 973 1,080 967| 985 | 989 
F 1929. «.. | 1,084) 1,267/1,157| 1,173 1,149] 1,108] 1,025) 995) 1,078| 1,038) 1, 5140) 1,024) {,044 | 1,047 
Fab 103088 we 961) 1,138) 1,041) 1,070 1,055 *986 952) 937/1,002| 938)1,068 953 941 946 
po eee ae 836 994) 883| 886, 918) 856, 816, 812) 844) 827) 934| 821; 826) 830 
| | 
, 1932 .. | 804) 974] 854 831 862| 824, 797) 779) 830) 822) 904) 798) 796 | 80I 
| 8x7| 819 | 823 
2 ist Qtr. 826, 990} 868| 828 900] 845) 814] 800) 859) 854) 914 
* mee 835, 988) 879 853} 900 853) 811} 791) 839 839) 908, 811) 810 813 
*, 3rd Qtr. 796, 970| 852| 833) 856] 817| 789] 769) 820) 800) 898) 789| 791 | 796 
peat bH any 760! 949| 8x5} 8x1} 790] 782] 774| 754) 800) 796) 895) 775 765 | 779 
| | | 
= | 7 Need 741 
I rst 738 930| 791| 768} 746) 759|) 737) 727 766} 763) 868) Te 736 
8 and ”,, | 776\ 943| 824| 8or| 76x| 794|| 750] 735) 773| 769) 877) 752 748 | 752 
| | ) } 


























28 Foov, Etc., CLOTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


Housing (4 and 5 rooms).—Index-Numbers—80 Towns; Weighted Average Six 
Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1928-1927 as base (= 1,000). 





| | 
N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | | VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 




















1} 
= | I | | | 
Period o | a lier. Ih | & |o 

; oe 37 hl fram : ; & Hee 

Si ee eee Be Sol, Er se §) *) 42 |2és 

E So Se | 2 el el Be ep) Ey |) fe ennlS 

iS gale conn: 3 el Cosa cl mec gs | 8) ss|See 

an Zz 3) o es) |E <2 ei a Q 6 | BS | bab 

Nov. 1914 .. 758 cece le irae ileal ae ea 608i) 4) Nee silensrer al Ieee 

» 192t .. |1,000 | 885 | 559 | 881 | 596 | 966 || 845 | 479] 527 | 668 | 685 | 789 


046 | 631 | 788] 997 | 793 | 2,025 


Year 1927 ~.. |1,109 |1,062 | 693 | 2,138 | 866 | 1,093 \|z 

» 1928 ., |1,143 |1,089 | 7o2 | 1,183 885 | 1,125 || 1,087 675 | 793) 980 831 | 1,053 

pa rg29).. | 1,102) |) 1082 7JOI | 1,240 880 | 1,142 || 1,094 704 | 817 941 | 849 | 1,060 

9» 1930 .. | 1,207 | 1,044 | 72 1,181 978 |1,170 ||1,01r | 696 750 | 883 | 865! 982 

» I93I .. |1,026 895 700 953 892 | 1,005 || 867 620 653 | 815 | 823 | 847 
| | | 

HOE og 894 | 799 


| | 

i we | 

1932 1st Qtr. 913 810 | 615 | 850 778 895 | 830 629 643 | 755 81x 
| 
| 


622 841 | 781 877 816 627 643 738 804 | 799 





812 
ce eaXl RR 902 798 621 845 | 783 | 884 | 819 629 643 743 805 


| 
| 802 
fh Sheol a) 883 798 626 842 | 778 868 || 813 625 645 ware: |i 805 | 796 





























wath, || 876 788 625 828 784 860 802 624 640 722 | 796 786 
—— — —. ~ os. | | — _ 
1933 1st Qtr. | 873 780 | 627 | 817! 783 | 857 806 | 635 636 | 72zr 794 | 790 

» 2nd _,, 863 | 778 | 627! 810! 783! 849 799) |_ +633)! 1637 1 72n0\_ 788019783 

QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | SouTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
Ps Pall Lol 
ss) a 
Period. = | | - pile aetl| | x as| 3 sll ie 
g | § 2] Be] esoleca cel eae) a S| 8/28 
3s ° Oar Se 5 Seal se aes Py 3 ' pel tee 
e a4 2 Be 2 Be @ || & 6was Sj ee epee 
2 | 8 | 88| £6| # |s88) 8 |sse| & | s8| 38 | Se 
a Ba | S| Of) F Fac) < |MSE) a | ao] a8 | Pan 
Nov. 1914 .. 463 A | | | | 611 a0 50 aa ° on 
| 819 | 566 | 603] 492| 566] 78: 
| 
| 


w» T92t .. | 629 | 547) 470| 528) 535] 594 
Vear 1927... 832 743 698 | 564 | 745 802 508 For SIr 801 908 
OZ BI 839 927 653 | 677 679 805 ||1,022 | 48r 699 549 2770 979 
» 1929 .. 84r | 719 | 633 | 745 | 678] 806 || 443 | 695 | 56x | 816) 945 
» 1930 .. 2775 727 685 | 720} 668 759 || 916 | 398 715 586 810 882 
on MOBS 5 680 628 624 628 | 648 668 755 402 675 586 715 734 
| 
| 


© 
> 
n 


a OK aS 641 649 582 | 542 | 617 633 | 691 378 624 610 700 675 




























































































| 

1932 1st Qtr. 649 591 590 | 557 | 647 636 || 696 | 382 628 610 702 679 
py eal Ty 644 | 662 | 590] 550] 622| 637 || 697 | 377] 629 | 609/ 695 | 680 
Sys std; 636 | 668] 574 | 531 | 600] 629 | 689 | 377 | 623] 609] 697 | 673 
ne 40h 636 674 575 | 53I | 600 629 || 683 | 377 O17 610 | 706 667 
1933 st Qtr.| 660] 714 | 566| 518] 617 | 650 | 692 | 378 | 604 | 610 | 712 674 
_» 2nd _,, | 6941 695! 548! 518! 623! 674 693 | 378! 601! 610! 708 | 676 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- | 7 co > 

Manas, | TASMANIA,—INDEX-NUMBERS. s/s 

| | Wie n || _ ay a [a | ie 7 = 5 

: > | ; o|> 

hase F <q | g ees a oil cep euilivet 
eee eee Ball 3 = E a) ti = 
Herled, pee) | ee eo ol SE Mees) ell oe 0) Sob ee oes, es lars 
; s =| 3 3 | Soll & 3 Seg 4\Se| 22\/23¢e 
4 & S| 2 a | woto|| & S I iS) 8 |S] SS |Sesé 
1 s & € = ‘se || Q Ss | Tape oS =O) So | Sas 
| EA acl ic} Ss 3 oF Oy 3/5 =| OE 2x | oS 
M|/M)/4/AR | od |F4|| BR] A] a8] A] 6 | Ea] 35 |B8e 

Noy. 1914... | 586 Sos hese! se loa ll sce Ine om ieee | 649). 


} 
9 I92I .. | 754 | 578 | 616) 649 | 779 | IED) | 870 | 676 | 294 | 150 | 495 | 729 | 877 | 823 
Year 1927 .. | 922 | 541 | 894 | 713 | 870 | 876 )| 966 | 787 | 770 | 743 | 424 | 878 | 1,030 | 998 
» 1928 .. | 941 | 54I | 917 | 671 | 957 
» 1929 .. | 955 | 543 | 917 | 675 | 985 | 906 | 


| 893 || 939 | 845 | 778 | 711 | 460 | 878 | 1,066 | 1,032 
» 1930 .. | 979 | 582 | 903 | 783 |1,063 | 934 | 
| 


932 | 831 | 781 | 733 | 520 | 873 | 1,073 | 1,037 
914 | 806 | 726 | 774 | 567 | 858 | 1,047 | 1,013 
| gor | 778 | 712 | 726 | 598 | 840 | 901 878 


» 1932 .. | 810 | 743 | 805 | 756 | 979 | 805 || 868 | 760 702 | 694 673 | 816 | 817 | 800 


1932 1st Qtr. | 818 | 669 | 823 | 743 | 987.| 805 || 862 | 766 | 7x5 | 609 | 662 | 814 | 831 | Bil 
say $0 Wes 81r | 765 | 810 | 740 | 98r | 808 || 878 | 757 | 702 | 698 | 676 | Bar 822 805 
Reo ld sess 808 | 768 | 794 772 | 975 | 807 869 | 757 | 70r | 693 | 682 | 816 | 811 mo5 


» 4th ,, | 801 | 768 | 7ox | 767 | 974 | 80x || 863 | 760 | 689 | 687 | 67x | 812 | 804 | 788 


1933 1st Qtr. | 795 | 779 | 782 | 768 | 950 | 796 || 853 | 763 | 682 | 676 | 679 | 806 806 790 
» 2nd ,, | 794 | 798 | 790 | 771 | 943 | 797 || 859 | 772 | 677 | 673 | 706 | 813 | 804 | 788 
| | q | 


» 193r .. | 881 | 657 | 85x | 771 |1,035 | 858 



























































Foop, rtc., CLorHinc AND MISCELLANEOUS. 29 


Food, Groceries and Housing Combined (4 and 5 rooms).—Index-Numbers—80 Towns ; 
tesa Six Capital Cities during the five-yearly period 1923-1927, as 
ase (= i 


| N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 








VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 








Cal es ; S| | 3 | | es 

Period. : i] q S| Seared ae tae , Fi | oleae 
e | 3 g 5 #8 |28-] 3 | # S| |) gs |$hs 
Wy abet o a 2 Be Se lees aed 3 | Ss B ; | wes 
cS} = ) 3 SB |s2aul| =F = a | 8 | oO BPS 
> o = o 3S series 2 Ss o | o bo sical 
an | & a} 6 | 4 |Eazi Ss | a a | o | BB Bab 

Noy. 1914 ..| 680] .. a8 aa aa eA | 633 | 7 a, Bs 
9 92T s. | 977 | 944 4 825) 926°) 815 | 965 || 895 | 769 | 780 | 844 | 855 | 876 

| | | | | 
Year 1927... | 1,060 | 1,038 1,023 | 1,068 | 950 |1,056 || 996 | 862 918 976 894 986 


» 1928 .. |1,064 |1,043 | 1,027 |1,087 | 952 |1,06r || 993 | 862 | 904 | 962 | 894]! 983 
» 1929 .. |1,I1I5 |1,068 1,078 |1,146 | 987 |1,x10 |/1,036| 914 985 | 940 1,026 
» 1930 .. |1,059 | 998 1,021 |1,050 | 969 | 1,052 || 948 | 86r | 884 | g00| 909 | 940 
» I93I .. 929 877 . 901 882 869 923 818 746 764 793 815 812 


Oo 
ia) 
n 


bs TO82 ss -| 867 | 823 |" 835) | 834 | 805 | 862 || 778 | 717| 730] 763 | 802] 773 
| 





z932 1st Qtr.| 885 | 835 | 848 | 831 | 814 | 879 8or | 740 | 743 | 78x | 815 | 796 


































































































pe aNd), | 6876\) S27q 84x, |) 84g | 816 | 870 || 788 | 723| 738| 773 | 810; 783 
sie SCC) 5; 862 | 826 845 | 840] 804] 858 || 773 | 710 | 730 | 762] 801 | 769 
» 4th ,, | 844] 803' 806 | 820] 784] 839 || 749] 694 | 709} 737| 782 | 745 
1933 ist Qtr. | 822 | 783 | 787| 795 | 767| 8x7 || 727| 683 | 688| 719] 748| 723 
» 2nd _,, Sorel 280m a 7G0 nem Os mm ade Me Oae7 eee SSI OOO ML OGL Wn /20 5 Tin meow 
] 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | Sourm AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
poe a 
| | | a = | | 
Period. Ml SEH oe & lees : Sia o : ies 
5S a gi 2 i) 38 |so8) S leesl # 5 fh || 
Ci ro} Pry op = = CO = Sr] a — 1 8) ot 
s | £ | se| $3] F |Ses] & | Ses] 2/63 | me . 
2 | 8 | 38| 32) & |se8| 2/332) 8 | oa | 58 | ee 
a | & | ae8| 6a] & |ES6] = |MSE] & | ao | aa [Fda 
Nov. rorg. .. | 560 | | (dca (ey ae lekOsBhleaceun| 7" tal 
a BEE oo] 840 | 97713 | 779 820 | 794 | 824 || 898 | 812 839 770 | 844 | 885 
| | 
Year 1927 .. | 902 | 852 | 896] 935 | 890| 898 || 999 | 871 | 940 | 836| 995 | 989 
» 1928 .. | gor | 833 858 | 942 | 841 892 | 1,003 | 854 925 838 999 992 
3 61929 ~.. | or2| 855 | 877 | 975 867 | 906 | 1,030 | 891 | 963 | 866 | 1,042 | 1,020 
» 1930 .-. 819 804 832 879 | 803 821 929 | 810 QgIr 804 gor | 922 
oa | 743 | 7x6 | 705 | 805 | 745 | 745 || 777) 703 | 790 | 707 hes || oe7 
» 1932 .. | 704| 699| 728| 758| 716 | 708 || 736 | 68: | 749 | 714 | 774 | 734 
1932 st Qtr. | 721 | 690! 754 | 777| 73: | 724 || 754 | 699 | 774| 725 | 798| 753 
oR GS gion e7E3) || (735) lei 707 | 724 lees 752 | 689 | 763 | 72x | 78x | 749 
» 3rd ,, | 696 | 7o4 | 717 | 747 | 708 | ox || 73% | 682 | 744 | 710 | 767 | 730 
A Le ee 687 | 690 | 707 741 | 699 691 | 706 | 655 713| 699 749 | 705 
1933 1st Qtr. 67 683 683 | 714 680 681 || 7o2 645 694 692 743 700 
weczndys,. 692 677 684 704 686 69r || 716 | 651 | 697 692 746 713 
WHSTERN AUSTRALIA—INDEX- || sah Rees lee] 
NoMEERS! \ TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | © || & 
| a |) Sesceas lines 
| mG al (oe | oe |e 
: eee | <|| a | oi) ef |-u| a@eme 
| 2 c 6 | : | 9 | | =] Cah 
ae. [2/21 8/S/22lel|a|.| | 2 |28| Bi ees 
= less ees S|] 3 |/ee|| & 6 | s a | 42 |so| £8 |eee 
(ceo ss lira 2 | Bp|| 8 a | E 9S 8 | 2h) So | Ses 
3 | 3 Cl. 2 2 Pe Sa eS 3 
s|/Sj)2ia|so |Fa] e | A| al 4 | 6 |Pa| 3a |sRe 
| } | I | | 
Nov. 19r4. .- | 689| -- ae a3 SAE creo OB Ol fais ae Wea Ae ee 644 oe 
” 192! .. | 916) 928) 898 907) 942 978 973| BSBIASTON 696) 68 7x), 5932) eka e807 
Year 1927 .. | 975, 933/7,026 968) 1,019, 973) 988) 916 929 913) 864) 957/1,011 | 1,002 





» 1928 .. | 1,013) 949|1,038  967/ 1,047) 1,007]| 956, 912) 926 880) 860 935) 1,014 | 1,094 
* 1929 .. | 1,038|2,0L0|1,072 996] 1,090] 1,036/| 992) 937) 972) 930) 920, 970) 1,054 | 1,044 
1930 .. | 908 941) 992 968|1,058) 967)| 939 891} 904} 880 890 919 978) 970 
. 193t 852, 874) 872 846] 960) 857) 846 800} 797) 791} 815 828 852 | 847 


| | 
ap 9s2" =.) || (805 892) 836 804] 902) 817] 822) 772! 784| 777, 822 804) 803 800 


























| | | | | | 

1032 rst Qtr. | 823, 876 852 798] 93z| 831|| 831] 788) 808] 799) 824 816) 823 | 819 
$< and - | 826 a 854 813| 929 837 | 835] 779| 790] 789 826 815 
WE Ugrdie ,, || 799 898| 83x 810] 897) 812|| 816) 764) 777) 761) 82r, 798 798 796 
» dth 7” | 772) 884| 805 793| 852| 786 805|_755| 70] 757, 8:5 787|_778 | 776 


i | 1] | 
st Qtr. | 755| 874| 785 765] 8z4| 769|| 776| 737] 735| 73%| 800 762) 759 | 757 
7933 1st Qtr. | 795! g49| Bro 788| 822| _793|| 7871 746| 738| _733| 815 7721 766 | 763 
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30 Foop, ETc., CLoTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


Clothing.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during the 
five-yearly period 1923-1927 as base (—1,000). 






























































N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
| = ; | j 
| 3 = | | o 1 fest 
, ae Ei ea Zao | r=] 5 : 5 Ss Bo. 
Eeriod: s |-8 lea | 8 |28 \SSeie8 |o2 [Gs |o= Sete 
| 8 2 Ewa | sista 1 a = S E. | m58 
SI $ 24 = Sg | Mon 2 S si} = Be | eiio 
\O2 (Ss \22 les | ee lezeiGs |Sa-\Ss (eshte 
| a a eS a ESS |oam loa o | Fa |e 
Nov. 1914... 755) sana AP ee en ee | FBOm| heel eee | alee a6 
» 92 .. |3,255 |1,327 | 1,269 | 1,374 | 1,261 |z,264 || 1,271 | 1,599 | 1,573 | 1,463 | 1,612 | 1,326 
Wear 927... 936 | 1,002 889 | 1,162 978 944 || 975 | 1,069 992 | 1,037 | 1,139 984 
RO idle Oral Od 87 | 1,167 | 1,022 979 | 991 |1,099 | 1,013 | 1,022 | I,12r 998 
Pmelozg) ... | 1983 982 837 | 1,162 | 1,000 981 || 992 | 1,093 | 1,009 993 | 1,086 998 
ree HOES an 931 | 1,012 801 | 1,106 957 937 i 964 | 1,023 | 1,027 949 | 1,080 970 
» 193r .. | 835 | 903] 727 |1,042 | 829 | 840 || 848 | 906 | 952 | 842 | 990} 855 
i} 1} i 
re Bas 769 841 22 983 798 | 777 | 819 | 851 931 804 935 825 
1932 1st Qtr. | 786 | 857 | 737 | 998| 819 | 704 || 830 | 865 | 0934 | 814 | 954 | 835 
ween. :, 77 863 | 720] 986 819 | 785 || 818 | 853 | 934 808 | 939 824 
23 3rd, 770 | 829 | 713 | 975 | 782} 776 || 815 | 843 | 926] 794 | 917 82x 
omeaube =, 744. | 814 | 717 | 974 | 773 | 752 || 812 || 842 | 930 | 799 | 928 818 
| be | | 
1933 ist Qtr. | 745 | 825 | 711 | 967] 7or | 754 || 809 | 843 | 934] 795 | 926] 815 
» 2nd, | 745 | 820! 712! 942! 708) 753 || 817 | 841 | 935! 797! 930! 822. 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. SouTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
g | s 5 
i 3 g | d 4 |[oeall ¢ S6| & :|3e 
SEN g 8 8| 84| 8 |2eall = |aee| # 5) 6/38 
s Sb Sree | Sei! = Sie =H PS Say |) ee etl Te 2) ps \|Sea 
2 = aq 2 ee - | mao poe Mares lel 535 | moe . 
2) 6 4-8 ae H (Sool te jd ori= 2 asi) net ie 
= i) S38 sO je Ors Ls] SSS iC) es DOE seers 
<3 BR |e] 6a] © jeacl = |MSE) a | BO) a8 |Pan 
= =I is l| mat 
Mower 2) sq). 20) we — an Som lleesr eae és noes e xs io 
LOZLE «yl 1,408 | 1,452 1,568 | 1,519 | 1,235 || 1,195 | 1,435 | 1,480 | 1,697 | 1,180 | 1,238 
| 
Wiear 1927/5 .. 965 | 1,049 1,02 831 | 1,105 975 || 1,067 | 1,043 | 1,016 | 1,207 | 1,102 | 1,066 


yu 1926. .. 945 | 1,066 | I,orr 847 |1,096 | 960 || 1,089 |1,065 |1,0r2 | 1,201 | 1,096 | 1,086 
PEL OZON, 0 944 | 1,050 972 822 | 1,102 954 || 1,062 | 1,044 | 1,000 | 1,199 | 1,084 | 1,061 
5 T1930), o. gIO | 1,052 934 826 | 1,066 923 960 | 1,094 923 | 1,174 | 1,037 965 
LOST so 847 990 774 935 858 || 876 931 86r | 1,054 | 1,015 882 


eo 
aS 
© 


PESOS a. 813 921 835 759 850 22 || 834 877 4 a7O2 969 956 838 





1932 Ist Qtr. 824 944 824 757 874 832 849 888 804 988 963 852 










































































| 
pecnd. .,, 810 | 932 | 836| 755 | 850 | 820 832 | 882] 793 | 974] 957 | 836 
Mee 7 ator 5, 810 | 904 | 842 704 838 | 819 827 | 873 785 955 953 | 830 
eects 5, 809 903 | 836 760 836 817 |, 829 864 786 960 951 832 
| i} } ; = 
1933 1st Qtr. 805 906 828 766 844 814 830 854 800 961 953 833 
pe end; 790 916 | 835 763 844 804 || 829 850 796 960 951 832 
MISDEEN reer gran aad ‘TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. eS 
53 |S 
| Ss io 
; | e; a ae a .| gOo/q4 
Period. | @ E ; ‘ S z a = wis 
be i a im Saleem ey 8 | 3 24) SE is¢s 
eS Se Be es eae eS. ich ee ray Ol Sind io ee teies 
a|9¢ s 3 s |oe| s s ‘3 3) 8 |mo| eS |ees 
= ra & cst g Sin 2 s a > o = so | Sas 
3 | 3 3 a en ait eS) Gi 2) ® a) | Se | Se | Sse 
ats] ala! o }Fa|e) 4 | al] a lie |E4)| Sa See 
| | | | 
Nov. 1914 .. 698) .. a5 eve dd 59 825) ae a6 aA Be |e eee aca! i 
preeLO@Ie a2 ni2g—) 37023 Ge 1,454) 1,320 | 1,277| 1,427| 1,670) 1,525} 1,405 1,504 |1:513 1,246 | 1,290 
Year 31927 .. 1,013) 1,127| 934 967; I 008} 1,022 1,098} 1,077| 1,027] 1,006) 1,188 1,088) 975 982 
» 1928 .. | 1,027\1,130| 969} 974) 1,019) 1,035| 1,095) 1,109) 1,058 1,025) 1,208 1,098 997 | 1,002 
»» 1929 .. |1,023/1,135| 961) 966) 977) 1,031 T,093 1,090 1,045 1,066 1,212.1,093) 996 999 
35 1930 .. |1,002/1,117| 938) 988) 972/ 1,012) 1,044) 1,138] 1,020 1,072) 1,206 1,076) 951 958 
mo Om 3s gIX 1,079 875} 944, 909} 928) 950\1,015|} 937] 924 1,108 972 853 861 
| | 
Be L932) ss 843, 1,045| 825 gor) 858 866) 886) 964| 867] 840, 1,067) gir 804 813 
1932 1st Qtr. 1,043} 828) g12| 875) 874 897] 974| 881] 850)1,072 9g21| 818 826 
3 Eel 1,050) 828) 905) 869] 875! 890) 967| 867) 845\1,063, g14\ 807 | 817 
Pea ard ,- 1,042] 824) 896) 847| 863) 880) 96z| 858] 831\1,064) 905] 802 | 810 
» 4th ,, 1,043} 820) 892) 839) 850) 878) 954) 863] 833/1,070 903) 790 | 799 
1933 ast Qtr. 1,038! 826] 888] 848] 849] 883] 962] 86r 831| 1,064 907| 789 799 
a on > 

















1,036] 789] 873! 833| 842] 880) 966] 857 833|1,067 907, 790 799 
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Miscellaneous.—Index-Numbers—80 Towns ; Weighted Average Six Capital Cities during 
the five-yearly period 1928-1927 as base (=1,000). 








N.S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. VICTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 














a | si : Nee a | : 
i Ss FI iO as : : Lele 
moved. js lie | 2 | Sloe is. -8 | | g las |= (Bes 
Fi Ss © 2 Ss |Seeii Oo |] & | =a FI Bae 
2 4 = a DO a ¢ | 3 3 Bice | epee 
2 | 8| 8| 2] Ss ise] | a] 2 38 | ge lees 
n Zz 5 o q |Bazl & | «a a) o | ES |Ear 
INOvanrord) me) Sn7OonlNmae ie eee aa |e) ee ee ee ae 
x» I92t .. | 3,009 | 995 |x,r02 | 951 | 989 |1,01r || 1,021 | 956 | 1,012 | 1,033 | 880 | r,0r5 
Year 1927 .. | 1,048 | 954 | 1,069 | 906| 925 |1,038 || 989 | 933 | 945 | 944 | 865 | 983 
» 1928 .. |3,048 | 953 |1,055 | 900] 928 | 1,037 || 991 | 932 | 945 | 942 | 86x | 984 
» 1929 .. |%,046 | 947 |1,050 | 90Z | 925 | 1,035 986 | 927 | 944 | 942] 859 | 980 
» 1930 .. |x,040 | 935 |1,04r | 909 | 924 | 1,029 || 973 922 | 935 | 938 | 853 | 967 
» I93I .. | 3,013 | 908 | 1,025 go2 gto |1,003 || 939 | 893 915 | 898 | 845 934 
op BOERS an 996 | gor 984 883 898 986 ||} 925 | 882 910 886 | 832 g21 





1932 1st Qtr. {1,005 | 908 | 1,019 886 906 995 928 884 914 | 887 834 923 
ae end ss 999 | 900 980 885 905 988 926 882 grr | 886 833 g2r 
| 
| 
| 
































Bop Steins 992 896 968 882 897 98r 924. 884 908 885 832 919 
» 4th ,, 988 | 899 | 969 | 879 | 884 | 978 923 | 879 | 907 | 886 | 828 | 919 
1933 1st Qtr. 987 913 966 879 878 978 g18 | 875 gor 886 828 913 
Ae are 990 | 913 994 878 882 g8r 915 874 g06 | 885} 827 gil 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. | SouTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
3s | T Pal} s ] 
Period 3 q | a] HRS 3 | ¢ Bs £ oy 136 
ie 2 | | .2| 8] @ |£83| = |gss) 2 | 2) .e lee 
2 e | we] Ee EF |meS|| S& | SES 2| eB) oe . 
i} o 6| 8g 5: H |3e0|| © aom Sf -o Seiad 
r= Sone sons | cio Se! 3 | 8°; 5} ea] 35 es 
a & | e8/68/ & Bec] = |MSE) & | Bd | a8 | Pan 
Nov. 1914... 728 ne Popa hee Soul) cena eee de Ri Ras |) paas a 
ELO2 Tie 944 953 | 1,002 | 1,009 988 958 || 1,033 | 1,065 | 1,065 | 1,032 | 1,000 | 1,036 
Wearro27 ne 936 951 | 919 977 927 937 | 1,022 996 |1,017 | 977 | 1,013 | 1,020 
spmnTO2S) ime 936 949 | 917 972 927 936 | 1,02 996 | 1,016 | 990 | 1,005 | 1,024 
| 


983 | 995 | 1,025 
973 970 | 1,016 
962 964 | 993 


» 929 «- 935 949 | git 971 922 935 || 1,028 993 | 1,009 
» 1930 .. 93x | 943 | 906] 972] 912 | 93% || 3,019 | 991 | 989 
» 1931 .. 923 | 933 | 892] 974 | 898 | 922 || 997 |) 969 | 953 


» 932 -. | 907] 927] 884] 969| 898] 908 || 987| 948 | 939] 966 | 957 | 983 












































1932 st Qtr. | 911 | 922 | 890 972 897 | 912 || 987 | 955 | 940| 968 | 958] 984 
eapecndikey | l|ieiso7 |mro2 |e 883 jm.009)) (12898) 7908 | 988 | 947 | 939] 969 | 957 | 984 
» 3rd ;, 905 | 914  88r | 967 | 899 | 906 987 | 946 | 939) 965 | 956} 983 
» 4th ;,; go4 | grr | 88x | 967 | 898 | 905 984 | 944 | 939 | 963 | 956] 980 

X ist Qtr. gor 909 ©—- 878 | 966 | 898 | 902 984 | 943 | 944| 962 | 956] 98x 
me and ,, | 899) 910 885 | 9761! 8971 gor 983 | 942 | 9441 961 | 956 | 979 

] : | aes 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- | ee x- {BERS. A he, 

NUMBERS. TASMANIA.—INDEX-NUM S. e¢ & 

| = os J 

| | ‘ : = |> 
| s a ere g 2) 6.| 9) <2 
Period Be | od} p= |S | SEN cs | S| ee) 2 | a) Seaee= 
; 3 3 tt |i, red ol Sette i Seo a eee 2iSe5| S2/E2e 
Sas We) ee | ell oe lee | oe ce. | ge | Soll ee ee 
Bis 3 EI Sf ee ° 5 5 o 3 |S+| Sx /So3 
élsia2}als6/F</ 8] 8] a) A] o |B) 35 | SR 
|___ = = 
| 

Nov. 191 se 780| .. - fe aeons rae 699 .. > Sie a aa 749 ms 

» r9ar 1 | x,029] 1,030] 1,016] 977) 2,102) 1,029)/ 932) 985) 94% 960] 959} 952) 1,010 | 1,009 





Year 1927... 78) 972| 927| 937| 98x) 976) 899 918) 837 

sor 3324 1. | 347) 978] 929] 933| 981] 983]| 904] 910) 835] 850] B20] S98) 1.010 |1/001 
6 oO 1} 1,011} 984|| 904; 908) 834) 9855 29 99) 1, 

spemrozgeg.. | 9871) (999), 930) OSt) x, 899! 830} 855| 808| 89z| 999 | 990 


I . 79| 970] 929] 930)1,002| 976)| 900) 
203 966 967| 905| 896] 976] 963|| 873| 893} 842) 848) 805) 874, 973 | 965 


ee Toga as 954) 967 899 895) 970| 953| 866, 863) 82 829] 804] 860 958) 950 


896| 894) 972| 954)|| 865) 863| 825| 828] 802] 859) 963 | 955 

















68. 
Bi ee O55 968} 897} 894, 971 869, 865| 828) 829] 803] 862) 957 | 859 
» 3rd 4, | 954] 967} 898) 896) 969 866| 864) 831| 828} 804] 860, 956) 948 
és ah cs 951| 966, 904| 895 969 862) 861) 830} 831} 805| 857; 954 | 946 








862) 863) 826) 830} 802 857| 951 944 
862! 863) 826] 825| 8o1| 857) 951 945 























| | 899] 8 66 
ist Qtr. 945} 963) 899) S94) 9 
7980 2nd 6 948] 964) 895] 894] 966 
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Foon, Etc., CLoTHING AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


Total Household Expenditure.—Index-Numbers—30 Towns; Weighted Average Six 


Capital Cities during the five-yeatly period 1923-1927 as base (=1,009). 





N S.W.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 


ViICcTORIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS, 





































































































j | g = =| 5 os z F i 8 eee 
ee ee wen: Sea ee meee: 
EI S & 2 & |wse) 8 | 4 c= & | | Bes 
eS | oe | fe | 22a eee Se | i | 38 | Se) 2s eee 
| wa | 4 a) cc 4 |Fq7) = a ea So | FS | Ede 
= | = < » - {| el a3 | | + = — =I 
| | 
Nov. 1914 | 712 s ee ae ae || 67 cist Mae bh al ove: ie 
Sp eenOer | 1,046 | 1,041 975 |1,033 | 947 | 1,042 || 1,003 992 | 1,002 | 1,019 | 1,034 | 1,003 
| | 
Year 1927 | 1,029 | 1,015 | 1,000 | 1,062 | 952 | 1,02 | 990 922 940 985 | 945 | 985 
ssectoz8 I,042 | I,014 997 | 1,074 964 | 1,038 | 992 929 | 936 | 973 | 941 | 987 
» 1929 | 1,073 |1,028 | 1,018 | 1,108 979 | 1,067 || 1,017 957 | 969 g80 | 960 |1,0Ir 
» 1930 |; 1,026 gor 973 | 1,039 959 | 1,022 956 g09 | 926 | 917] 939 | 951 
AY eee | 922 888 882 22 867 918 || 846 808 | 833 | 822 860 | 843 
Se LOS? 867 840 834 877 820 863 813 776 | 808 794 | 838 | 8xr 
| | | 
1932 1st Qtr. | 833 | 853 851 | 879 | 83x | 879 829 | 793 | 816 | 807 | 851 | 827 
Pome one: i, 874 848 836 883 832 870 || 818 780 | 813 | 800 843 | 816 
speared: oH 863 | 838 836 878 815 | 860 809 770 806 | 79I | 833 807 
Sedul Fos, 846 822 814 866 800 | 843 794 761 | 795 777 \ 824 | 792 
1933 1st Qtr. | 833 | 816 | Sor | 849 93 | 831 780 | 754 | 782 | 766 | 805 | 779 
“»2nd__,,_| 833 | 826 | 808 | 843 | 799 | 830 || 7861 757! 785 | 770 | 809 | 784 
QUEENSLAND.—INDEX-NUMBERS. || SourTH AUSTRALIA.—INDEX-NUMBERS. 
| 
ie a | aoe | =| ib vel | 
Period | & ieee ore set El 26) 52 4 i | oe 
2 | s| ,8|8#| & |8al 3 |ge8) 2 | 2] .8 28 
@ |e | S6| 82} E |eesi 3 |as8| 2 | .2| 32 |285 
a 8&| 85] s |S$3i| 3 |Ses| & | Sa] SS/Ses 
| @ | & | @8/68| & Eee] = [Mae & | So | a8 [Fan 
Nov.1914 .. | 611 | = re a re ; x aa : 699 Ti | 3 rae 
7b PEs aes 923 | 949 | 972 |1,025 | 994 | 94 || 989 | 998 |1,025 |1,029 | 948 | 992 
| | | | | | 
Year 1927 | 922 | 914 | 929 918 | 946 923 | 1,018 | 932 | 970 945 | 1,023 | 1,012 
3, 1928 917 | 906] 903| 925 | 914 | 915 || 1,027 | 927 | 960 | 948 | 1,017 | 1,019 
» 1929 | -9231|' 916 || 904) 939") 93x} 922 | 1,037 | 943 980 | 963 | 1,043 | 1,030 
SSO es. || 859 885 | 868 | 883 | 882 863 || 952 885 | 927] 918 | 980 948 
» 193t .. | 798 |) 816 | 806 | 827 815 Sor | 837 | 8or | 834 831 | 884 836 
| | | | 
ss 1932 | 764 | 788 | 779 794 | 777) 768 802 | 772 | 791 816 | 848 | 801 
1932 1st Qtr. | 777 | 788 793 805 792 781 || 8x6 | 786 809 | 827 | 864 | 815 
» 2nd , | 767| 799 | 784 | 798 | 783 | 772 || 810 777 | 800 | 822 | 852} 809 
» 3rd ,, 758 | 787 | 773 | 788 | 770\|| 73 || 707 | 77x | 787 | 810 | 843.1796 
» 4th, 752| 77 | 766 | 784 | 764} 757 || 783 | 753 | 769 | 805 | 832) 782 
| | 
1933 ist Qtr. | 747 776 | 750 | 769| 756} 750 || 781 | 745 | 762 801 | 830} 779 
nde 75274) sacle 764 N60 es dellerson e747) 7037 meSOon! S830 .ieZeb 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—INDEX- eal 3S 0 on g 
| AGRI T ASMANIA.-—IN DEX-NUMBERS. 26 Fa 
: -| s=|s 
| .|_< g |) & 4 | ael< 
Period | 2 || & | 8 lee = | S| $|38| fisés 
| 8 | 2 | 8 |) Ss 22 eels le |e) 2 So] Sass 
<a S 4 2 lene. 3 id | 5 &|\/oe| S$s/S558 
se Wea || Sie S es || oso oral tae) ae S By el) Solas 
5 | 3s i) S 3 | 2> 3 a|3 2 oS | Se | Sess 
&|M)e8 |) a) ob |Fel o#] a | a] a] o| Fa) Sa |S84 
Nov. 1914 .. 707 : aS Se NE eve 687) .. | 55 ae 5 a 687 a5 
ys 192I .. | 1,008 1,048 1,030 1,045 1,056) I,020)| 1,070, =,067) I,003} 904! 1,031| 1,05 | 1,013 | 1,013 
r | | 
Year 1927 .. | 984) 984 988) 963) 1,010; 985] 998) 953) 936) 925 932, 977|1,002 | 997 
» 1928 .. | 1,012] 995 1,003, 963/1,029|1,009)} 980) 957| 941) 909) 934 966) 1,009 | !.283 
» 1929 .. | 1,026 1,032 1,022) 978|1,051| 1,026) 1,000, 967, 906 948) 972) 986] 1,033 | 1,026 
«62930 oe 977 986 969 966,1,029) 979|| 956; 949, 918) 920) 949) 951 975 971 
»» 1931 885! 937, 878) peal 951} 891} 875) 865! 837) 831| 88x| 869) 873 870 
| | 
ieeLO32 840, 940 844 842) go4 852| 844] 832) 811 800) 875| 838) 830 829 
1932 1st Qtr. | 853) 930 854, 840) 925 862)| 852| 843 827] 816| 878} 848| 846 | 844 
a5 0 ti eee 854! 952) 856) 848) 922 866|| 853) 837, 815) 809, 876| 846) 837 835 
fy BEG as 836 943 841 845) 899) 849 840, 827, 805) 739) 374) 833] 826 | 825 
aes OR ce 816, 935 826 835] 871| 830) 832| 820, 796) 787| 872| 826) 8Il 81 
1933 1st Qtr. 805, 928 815, 817) 850) 819) 817| 812) 780) 772 862| 813} 800 799 
SMePAT as a 819] 937, 821) 827| 851| 832] 822) 818, 871 818; 804 | 803 
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Retam Price InpEx-NuMBERS, 200 Towns. 33 


§ 4, Retail Price Index-Numbers, 200 Towns. 


1. Generai.—To supplement the information collected monthly for 
the 30 towns specified in the preceding chapter, a special investigation into 
prices in 70 additional towns was undertaken in November, 1913. This 
investigation was repeated in November, 1914, and again in November, 
1915, when the number of additional towns was increased to 120. In 
November, 1923, the number was further increased to 170. Information in 
regard to prices obtained in November each year relates, therefore, to 200 
towns. The results of the first investigation were published in Labour 
Bulletin No. 5 (Section [V., pages 26 to 33), and details respecting succeeding 
investigations are incorporated in the Labour Bulletins and Reports issued 
by this Bureau. 


2. Results—1930 to 1932.—The base of the following table is the cost 
of food and housing (All Houses) in the six capitals in I9II, and is to some 
extent arbitrary, inasmuch as the element of rent in the base itself differs 
from that contained in this table, but the Index Numbers are comparable 
throughout. 


Column A shows the relative cost of food in the various towns ; Column 
B the relative cost of food and rent of 4-roomed houses; and Column C 
the relative cost of food and rent of 5-roomed houses. The difference between 
Columns B and A, and C and A, represents in each case the relative costs 
of 4-roomed and 5-roomed houses for each town. In comparing rents for 
various towns therefore, these differences must first be ascertained in order 
to make the necessary allowance for the differences due to food as between 
towns. The last mentioned factor may be ascertained from Column A. 


Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 209 Towns for November, 1980, 
1931, and 1982, compared with the Weighted Average Cost of Food, Groceries, and 
Rent for all houses in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 as base (=1,0090). 



































1930. 1931. 1932. 
November. November. November. 
ao gla.38 8 eras) [Coated oo age eas 
State and Town. 3 222 223 5 E23 a3 5 E23 EDs 
So ° oo (se) oo oo 
we | Seh | Sot) oe | ssh] sot) 2 | f2F | sok 
a2 |O89 (699 | gf 1 S89 | SSE |] 2 (SS 1588 
28 | ehe lca | a8 | ote | gee | oS | cas | oma 
os on 9 | Ove oo og2 | o02 oo ou | ove 
oF ofS )|)og9 on 98S og On ogS | ogg 
BO mes |Hes |] BS |Ras | Has |] BS | Rah | mas 
New South Wales— B Cc A B Cc B Cc 
Albury Se 3 930 |* 1,536 | 1,653 873 | 1,343 | 1,461 811 | 1,290 | 1,340 
Armidale... Bn 937 | 1,375 | 1,463 885 | 1,290 | 1,363 854 | 1,212 | 1,295 
Ballina AG .. | 1,000 | 1,395 | 1,527 880 | 1,226 | 1,364 870 | 1,227 | 1,339 
Bathurst .. 55 930 | 1,339 | 1,446 879 | 1,213 | 1,300 826 | 1,174 | 1,234 
Bega Bs oo 957 | 1,313 | 1,432 954 | 1,322 | 1,427 890 | 1,24r | 1,317 
Berr a6 ae 973 | 1,302 | 1,394 899 | 1,215 | 1,288 893 | 1,209 | 1,282 
Blackheath an Bn 1,036 1463 1,582 943 1,321 1,425 8690 1,238 1,340 
Bourke es .. | 1,089 | 1,418 | 1,484 | 1,018 | 1,380 | 1,478 878 | 1,230 | 1,338 
Bowral ne eis gor | 1,478 | 1,636 938 | 1,320 | 1,431 872 | 1,247 | 1,333 
Broken Hill .. .. | 3,169 | 3,552 | 1,672 | 1,031 | 1,339 | 1,459 938 | 1,257 | 1,385 
Casino ae a 916 | 1,443 | 1,574 888 | 1,327 | 1,414 832 | 1,240 | 1,358 
Cessnock .- se 935 | 1,307 | 1,420 874 | 1,179 | 1,254 817 | 1,120 | 1,202 
Cobar ae .. | 1,119 | 1,333 | 1,386 | 1,008 | 1,224 | 1,293 944 | 1,160 | 1,229 
Cooma tn .. | 1,053 | 2,382 | 1,571 | 1,026 | 1,335 | 1,473 957 | 1,230 | 1,401 
Coonamble .. -- | 1,033 | 1,388 | 1,523 984 | 1,302 | 1,408 895 | 1,175 | 1,269 
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34 Rerait Prick InpEx-NUMBERS, 200 Towns. 


Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, etc.—continued. 


























1930. 1931. 1932. 
November. November. November. 
. n > n 5 n > m - n eae. 
State and Town. Re [ee OG | eo || B28 1 eee Sees || Bae 
brs lel eaiteiete lien) ele | liana leeway ‘ai | Bene tees 
fo} oo co °o oo oo o so} oo 
On oF oH On ofa oH On oH oH 
BS (S89/689 | S# | S8ylo8y| Se | ose] oss 
os | oeE/She] gS |oMS/gGha] v8 | ghee] gGhes 
Sp (ses |see)| Se lege | See] 82 | sees 
BO |Raest|HaeS | HS |mRaes | Has] RO | Rah | Ham 
New South Wales—contd. A B Cc A B Cc A B c 
Cootamundra a 942 | 1,446 | 1,615 go00 | 1,383 | 1,510 846 | 1,289 | 1,369 
Corrimal .. ate 974 | 1,459 | 1,510 929 | 1,350 | 1,447 863 | 1,262 | 1,324 
Cowra sf - 899 1,347 1,504 889 1,262 1,362 851 1,I9f 1,306 
Cronulla on a, 1,060 1,601 1,740 934 1,390 1,480 896 1,327 1,422 
Deniliquin .. < 1,053 | 1,516 | 1,667 893 | 1,274 | 1,380 846 | 1,181 | 1,278 
Dubbo a s 913 1,604 1,673 868 1,441 1,549 752 1,258 | 1,380 
Forbes ae a 918 | 1,512 | 1,632 879 | 1,391 | 1,459 851 | 1,309 | 1,393 
Gilgandra... a5 979 | 1,321 1,436 g12 | 1,223 |] 1,295 838 | 1,134 | 1,200 
Glen Innes .. iu 8ST |) 15302 |" 315427 877 | 1,243 | 1,366 814 | 1,176 | 1,274 
Goulburn... on 944 | 1,491 | 1,582 852 | 1,288 | 1,355 856 | 1,297 | 1,344 
Grafton ae i 876 | 1,404 | 1,574 873 | 1,294 | 1,461 806 | 1,234 | 1,378 
Grenfell aie we 961 1,395 1,553 918 1,326 1,428 848 1,234 1,336 
Griffith ys 7 1,083 2,021 2,251 I,OIl 1,807 1,998 896 1,692 1,883 
Gulgong = ae 982 | 1,344 | 1,434 893 | 1,169 | 3,241 836 | 1,134 | 1,225 
Gunnedah .,. aH 897 | 1,349 | 1,401 861 | 1,246 | 1,336 799 | 1,159 | 1,283 
Hay te ae 1,026 1,420 1,618 966 1,297 1,489 938 1,270 1,416 
Inverell He ce 930 | 13,445 | -1,522 943 | 1,351 | 1,463 871 1,309 | 1,410 
Junee or a 963 | 1,587 | 1,687 943 | 1,495 | 1,584 832 | 1,316 | 1,441 
Katoomba .. ag 1,048 1,691 1,778 984 1,537 | 1,641 873 1,429 I,512 
Kempsey .. 5 837 1,226 | 1,403 866 1,227 | 1,361 82 1,182 1,306 
Kiama 50 be 1,027 1,373 1,601 983 1,279 1,509 892 1,182 1,353 
Kurri Kurri .. ~ 978 1,372 1,442 884 1,176 1,273 811 I,102 1,177 
Leeton ie Mo 1,018 | 1,724 | 1,788 965 | 1,571 | 1,656 909 | 1,496 | 1,593 
Lismore “fe oy 959 | 1,485 | 1,691 877 | 1,282 | 1,483 831 | 1,247 | 1,393 
Lithgow . g8r | 1,412 1,506 898 | 1,237 | 1,289 858 | 1,186 | 1,225 
Maitland ae ths 919 1,331 1,441 870 | 1,201 1,315 808 I,I4I 1,240 
Moree SG on I BER || USSG II bane Ae 977 | 1,515 | 1,573 94x | 1,467 | 1,521 
Moss Vale .. ah 959 | 1,439 | 1,584 894 | 1,250 | 1,399 844 | 1,187 | 1,323 
Mudgee z ie 898 1,424 1,490 888 1,305 1,415 803 1,197 | 1,329 
Narrabri on ae 1,009 1,486 | 1,607 920 | 1,309 1,395 866 1,238 1,324 
Narrandera .. eP 1,053 1,580 | 1,744 I,oro | 1,486 | 1,598 916 | 1,376 | 1,486 
Newcastle .. a 956 1,453 1,602 889 1,277 1,388 852 1,230 | 1,348 
Nowra . .. | 019 | 1,446 | 1,571 972 | 1,323 | 1,410 917 | 1,246 | 1,391 
Orange “a a 960 1,503 1,656 892 1,303 1,407 792 1,192 1,297 
Parkes AS an 916 1,436 | 1,549 903 1,284 1,386 855 1,239 | 1,323 
Penrith an Ae 926 1,334 1,456 851 1,179 1,269 820 I,11g | 1,251 
Port Kembla Ad 1,023 | 1,549 | 1,689 952 | 1,355 | 1,478 850 | 1,267 | 1,340 
Portland ad ce 1,024 1,418 | 1,484 941 1,204 1,270 850 | 1,114 | 1,179 
Queanbeyan ia 986 | 1,432 1,525 950 1,363 1,476 883 1,155 1,242 
Quirindi +f 1,046 | 1,352 1,596 984 | 1,258 1,450 883 T05 Ze letaeoe 
Richmond .. Bo 944 | 1,372 | 1,519 847 | 1,233 | 1,329 844 | 1,239 | 1,305 
Scone Ar pt 941 | 1,415 | 1,533 843 | 1,371 | 1,466 846 | 1,274 | 1,350 
Singleton of ae 976 1,419 1,508 913 1,282 1,370 871 I,196 1,302 
Sydney ae ne 980 | 1,537 | 1,682 913 | 1,375 | 1,471 865 | 1,307 | 1,385 
Tamworth .. at 889 | 1,336] 1,474 848 | 1,231 | 1,337 809 | 1,169 | 1,258 
Taree . SE 960 | 1,509 | 1,625 924 | 1,393 | 1,475 841 | 1,283 | 1,393 
Temora ale An 1,005 1,565 1,663 932 1,458 1,590 850 1,343 1,444 
Tenterfield .. 24 954 | 1,408 | 1,494 858 | 1,222 |] 1,313 825 | 3,160 | 1,251 
Tumut Ae “ya 938 1,465 1,629 926 1,420 1,552 846 1,307 1,439 
Ulmarra ars sie 973 | 1,427 | 1,565 939 | 1,378 | 1,465 894 | 1,355 | 1,421 
Wagga Wagga 50 937 | 1,627 | 1,792 898 | 1,424 | 1,560 825 | 1,315 | 1,403 
Walcha éD ats 962 I,302 1,488 921 1,250 1,379 867 1,198 1,295 
Wellington Ba ars 945 1,274 1,379 goo | 1,229 | .1,308 815 I,ti4 | skj229 
Weston ae aa 957 1,333 1,425 868 I,159 1,257 811 I,103 I,155 
Windsor AA 0 94r | 1,501] 1,583 88x | 1,341 1,440 855 | 1,282 | 1,381 
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Index-Numbers—Cost of Food, Groceries, and Housing in 200 Towns, etc.—continued. 

























































































1930. 1931. 1932. 
November. November. November. 
Pisguee ; ; 
E Pyare 2 a aa =) 
State and Town. s 12281233] = |2.8|/228| & | 328] 228 
| Bae PBS : Baie | aso EI ee Gal elo 
ro) oo xe) is) oo oO ° °° oo 
oj, }o 38 of |] o3F |] oa 25 || of 
wn ae ==] On ae ae ao Be aS 
Se | 583/583 | 88 |S53 1/589] Se | SSE |S89 
os | caH| che] oS | SMe] sha] vs | SHE | oea 
88 |8ee|/8es| 82 |ses\szs| Se | 8ee| ses 
BO |eeS|ees |] eo |Hase|eaem|] BO | Ram | Rah 
New South Wales—contd. A B C A B Cc A B Cc 
Wollongong .. oi 985 1,508 1,640 928 1,376 | 1,457 799 | 1,241 1,326 
Wiyalens 60 as 997 | 3,359 | 1,425 892 | 1,205 | 1,260 849 ae 1207 
ass Bi aa 1,032 1,503 1,602 gi2 1,306 1,394 26 1,187 1,262 
yneaed a Pigs 1,008 | 1,556 | 1,666 g08 | 1,350] 1,457 852 | 1,313 | 1,376 
eighte: Average for 
State (74 Towns) a, 978 | 1,513 | 1,652 g12 | 1,354 | 1,453 861 | 1,286 | 1,370 
Victoria— 
Ararat as on 969 | 1,360 | 1,535 871 | 1,216 | 1,378 813 | 13,142 | 1,302 
Bacchus Marsh oe 980 | 1,421 1,559 887 1,316 | 1,423 773 1,108 1,260 
pater ae 45 984 1,350 1,544 ou 1,209 1,401 ore 15135 aay? 
allara ae 30 923 | 1,213 | 1,407 34 | 1,095 | 1,279 9 | 1,064 | 1,21 
Beechworth .. AD 990 | 1,287] 1,352 923 | 1,219 | 1,285 867 | 1,163 | 1,229 
Benalla 6S ae 935 1,305 1,385 859 1,242 1,306 836 | 1,189 | 1,290 
Bendigo 58 an 908 | 1,241 | 1,383 853 | 1,149 | 1,268 786 | 1,097 | 1,206 
Camperdown 30 1,017 | 1,435 1,593 891 1,286 | 1,424 806 | 1,217 | 1,319 
Casterton .. $e 936 | 1,265 | 1,462 880 | 1,235 2540 B47 1,209 | 1,288 
Castlemaine .. be 941 1,170 | 1,342 867 | 1,120 | 1,22 Or 1,073 | 1,157 
Colac ae Sg gI2 1,481 1,576 851 1,318 | 1,453 803 1,237 1,367 
Creswick .. 45 930 | 1,128 | 1,14 ars 974 | 1,000 ae 958 985 
Daylesford .. oa 938 | 1,218 | 1,279 31 | 1,087 | 1,175 Zr | xozr | 14219 
pinay ate Me 920 | 1,081 1150 854 | 1,002 1,058 812 973 I,013 
Echuca as hie 934 | 1,294 | 1,460 843 | 1,189 | 1,294 779 | 1,079 | 1,199 
Euroa ae sie 1,023 | 1,354 | 1,508 850 | 1,146 | 1,238 828 | 1,161 | 1,237 
Geelong te 56 903 | 1,305 | 1,448 o73 1,18z | 1,368 dct 1,140 meek 
Hamilton .. oe 1,038 | 1,511 | 1,596 4 | 1,287 | 1,410 40) |Per25 5) Pr 
Healesville .. ie 942 1,245 1,327 ae2 1,105 | 1,194 Z99 1,089 oe 
Horsham a* 7G 948 1,395 1,611 75 1,265 I,401 49 Isx7 1,30 
Kerang 5 5 969 1,495 1,627 842 1,306 | 1,434 807 | 1,201 1,267 
Koroit ore to 937 1,213 1,279 880 1,143 1209 S52 I,II4 1,180 
Korumburra OS 899 | 1,376] 1,508 855 | 1,223 | 1,364 77 1,099 | 1,242 
Kyneton he Sc 947 | 1,341 ar Hi I,163 1,294 Zee z,009 1,794 
Lilydale ae bis 970 | 1,383 | 1,484 74 | 1,240 | 1,361 33 | 1,183 22 
Maffra ofa te 959 | 1,520] 1,670 85r | 1,240 | 1,323 812 | 1,185 | 1,259 
Maldon Ab = g6r | 1,093 | 1,145 Ae I,019 | 1,072 833 945 998 
i orough 3 g21 1,264 | 1,359 47) | d, L230 | X,222 775 1,00) I,10L 
eoanis’ "t | 895 | 11380 | x518| 822 | 3,240] 1,360 | 754 | 1,160 | 1,282 
Mildura AB .- | 1,000 | 1,584 | 1,804 915 | 1,458 | 1,052 879 | 1,398 | 1,526 
Morwell as oo 964 | 1,455 | 1,567 858 | 1,279 | 1,371 802 | 1,237 | 1,296 
Nhill i. 971 1,366 | 1,557 884 | 1,213 1,345 866 | 1,166 | 1,307 
Orbost a: 989 1,371 | 1,575 917 | 1,272 | 1,373 874 | 1,229 | 1,331 
Portland .. id 967 | 1,305 | 1,434 886 | 1,217 | 1.325 833 | 1,169 | 1,241 
Port Fairy .. ie 948 | 1,211 | 1,333 895 | 1,154 | 1,270 849 | 1,108 | 1,224 
50 ie 1,038 | 1,357 | 1,538 896 | 1,225 | 1,357 869 | 1,212 | 1,290 
i ea ae a 960 1,266 1507 867 T2277, 1355 se 1,121 1,256 
ais a 969 1,371 1,479 915 1,247 1,375 73 1,202 1,301 
Sih puarted ae ae g60 | 1,502 | 1,659 856 | 1,266 | 1,432 792 | 1,186 | 1,313 
Stawell % ne 993 | 1,305 | 1,414 goo | 1,199 | 1,314 865 | 1,142 | 1,244 
: 2 1338 | 1,536 
Swan Hill .. . 937 | 1,521 | 1,792 845 | 1,371 | 1,592 812 | 1,33 
Terang 58 ue 984 | 1,340 tb 3e 937 1,304 poe ee eae E338 
{0} 5% + 931 1,322 1,493 42 1,197 1,307 2153 127 
WELReti Ad s 967 1,461 | 1,592 854 | 1,316 | 1,418 814 | 1,268 | 1,380 
Warracknabeal Ae 947 | 1,332 | 1,495 875 | 1,220 | 1,362 827 | 1,130 | 1,251 
AS He 922 1,428 1,633 830 | 1,344 | 1,513 760 | 1,286 | 1,454 
eS iaool - 928 | 1,363 | 3,520 850 | x,259 | 1,429 812 | 1,207 | 1,369 
Wonthaggi .- m 922 1,323 1,442 842 1,232 1,359 773 1,155 1,227 
i Average for a 
eaetere (48 Towns ).- 905 | 1,366 | 1,507 822 | 1,235 | 1,356 765 | 1,156 | 1,279 
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1930. 1931. I932. 
November. November. November. 
- alo a > oO ~ A on a 
State and Town, y | 328 | 2n8 el S28] 828 is | is 3 a3 
d |Sue | Seis 8 ese ieee | 12) Semmes 
33 |Ge0 |Sec| ga lesa lese| 28 |eee eee 
Se |SS8/CSS| Fe |SSe | ose | &y | ose | ose 
oS | oME|/SG4s| oS | cHA| SHE] oS | SHR] GAA 
88 | Sys | SU e 88 wiees ede | Se Nem el meee 
BO |mae|Res | BO |Haslmah| HO | Bas | eam 
A B Cc A B Cc A B Cc 
Queensland— 
Ayr - ne ae 996 | 1,404 | 1,522 967 | 1,423 | 1,481 873 | 1,317 | 1,439 
Barcaldine .. Ag 1,062 1,447 1,569 1,078 1,447 | 1,543 git 1,283 | 1,346 
Bowen sie és 1,002 1,355 1,490 982 1,344 1,432 932 1,283 | 1,384 
Brisbane 56 vc 818 1,164 1,281 815 1,125 1,235 748 1,050 I,I51 
Bundaberg .. sh 877 | 1,203 | 1,298 875 | 1,167 | 1,212 817 | 1,105 | 1,160 
Cairns cA Be 947 | 1,483 | 1,698 937 | 1,421 | 1,574 888 | 1,360 | 1,575 
Charleville .. Ke 1,005 | 1,487 | 1,742 968 | 1,435 | 1,626 904 | 1,326 | 1,474 
Charters Towers a 945 1,311 1,360 | O37 ht, 222) 1,286 goo | 1,137 || 2,232 
Chillagoe .. +. | 2,%68 | 315379] -x,43x | 1,204) || 1yg92 | 2,450} 7226! | 1, 330q)meunape 
Cloncurry .. he I,141 1,540 | 1,658 1,059 1,469 1,591 1,045 1,462 | 1,624 
Cooktown .. ne 1,169 1,367 1,452 1,050 1,247 1,313 972 I,170 | 1,236 
Cunnamulla .. a 1,054 I,501 1,580 982 1,399 1,464 git 1,306 | 1,393 
Dalby ae Ae 872 | 1,227 | 1,464 872 | 1,240 | 1,370 799 | 3,161 | 1,263 
Gayndah ne ae g60 | 1,262 | 1,362 O77 | x)2877) 7373 859 | 1,135 | 1,241 
Gladstone He 948 | 3,245 | 1,369 878 | 1,192 | 1,289 837 | 1,151 | 3,247 
Goondiwindi ate 990 | 1,385 | 1,425 938) \5 5.3330 asa75 863 | 1,258 | 1,324 
Gympie Ae ae 886 | 1,234 | 1,362 878 | 1,185 | 1,269 790 | 1,117 | 1,212 
Hughenden .. di 1,082 | 1,516 | 1,595 | 1,069 |] 1,494 | 1,595 979 | 1,374 | 1,486 
Innisfail 40 ae 1,017 | 1,544 | 1,708 990 | 1,576] 1,681 969 | 1,525 | 1,680 
Ipswich AG Be 855 1,159 1,246 838 1,094 1,183 769 980 I,110 
Longreach .. ra 1,066 | 1,371 | 1,607 | 1,092 | 1,408 | 1,566 962 | 1,282 | 1,405 
Mackay a x 956 | 1,412 | 1,547 951 | 1,368 | 1,478 850 | 1,222 | 1,33% 
Maryborough Ee 876 | 1,238 | 1,428 887 | 1,216 | 1,347 815 | 3,144 | 3,254 
Mount Morgan B 970 | 1,102 | 1,168 963 | 1,128 | 1,161 877 | 1,044 | 1,092 
Nambour .. os 923 | 1,289 | 1,406 gII 1,240 | 1,319 794 | 1,092 | 1,200 
Rockhampton Pe 886 | 1,195 1,310 892 1,178 | 1,261 816 | z,r120 | 1,162 
Roma oe ee 941 1,321 1,461 922 1,253 1,373 850 1,179 1,298 
Stanthorpe ae 935 | 1,369 | 1,462 gor | 1,335 | 1,454 879 | 1,281 | 1,359 
Toowoomba ae 835 T-112 1,297 791 1,102 1,173 734 | 1,103 | 1,133 
Townsville .. a 917 | 3,372 | 1,456 984 | 1,399 | 1,460 868 | 1,283 | 1,358 
Warwick 1s 856 | 1,185 | 1,262 827 | 1,156 | 1,222 788 | 1,095 | 1,153 
Winton Od ae 1,064 | 1,380 |] 1,498 | 1,063 | 1,374 | 1,503 | I,010 | 1,306 | 1,438 
Weighted Average for 
State (32 Towns) .. 863 | 1,211 | 1,330 859) | x,r78; | -x,276 790 | 1,102 | 1,196 
South Australia— 
Adelaide .. oA 894 | 1,323 | 1,443 793 | 3,152 | 3,274 754 | 1,079 | 1,227 
Freeling Ae 892 | 1,207 | 1,319 832 | 1,095 | 1,161 773 | 1,036 | 1,102 
Gawler ao es 882 1X77) || 1,204: 831 aepagie|l si dsy) 782 | 1,053 | 1,134 
Kadina, etc, ae 998 | 1,186 | 1,226 879 | 1,068 | 1,112 840 | 1,024 | 1,091 
Kapunda .. es 937 | 1,147 | 1,182 813 1,008 1,080 803 1,031 1,092 
Kooringa .. aa 959 | 1,275 | 1,354 89x | 1,194 | 1,251 851 | 1,084 | 1,180 
Millicent oA as 875 | 1,279 | 1,358 842 | 1,207 | 1,280 801 | 1,087 | 1,200 
Mount Gambier ae 902 1,160 | 1,281 802 1,047 | 1,192 783 1,045 | 1,174 
Murray Bridge ae 899 | 1,250 | 13,340 79I | 1,054 | 1,153 723 976 | 13,055 
Peterborough oe 977 | 1,389 | 1,461 872 | 1,188 | 1,329 808 | 1,155 | 1,256 
Port Augusta ne 1,086 | 1,503 | 1,583 941 | 1,278 | 1,298 883) |) 7, 785u|et ary 
Port Pirie .. we 986 | 1,361 | 1,490 862 | 1,207 | 1,310 802 | 1,222.) 5232 
Quorn .. An 1,005 1,294 | 1,378 871 1,156 | 1,210 828 | Tir Talersos 
Renmark... ye || Z,XEO)| 35597 3,752 95I | 1,345 | 1,477 946 | 1,34m | 1,472 
Victor Harbour ae 925 | 1,479 | 1,626 869 | 1,329 | 1,467 825 | 1,273 | 3,418 


Weighted Average for 
State (15 Towns) .. 907) | 353575) 515432 805 I,150 | 1,266 765 1,081 1,219 


Western Australla— 





Ibany . se 983 | 1,337 | 1,409 96x | 1,289 | 1,349 858 | 3,179 | 1,213° 
Beverley Se ae 987 | 1,307 | 1,382 g2I 1,256 | 1,342 g10 | 1,239 | 1,348 
Bridgetown .. ate 1,072 1,427 | 1,516 | 1,042 1,359 1,437 905 523451] 20,932 
Broome mie Bs 1,325 1,801 1,983 1,276 1,752 1,934 1,243 1,704 1,901 


Bunbury ae Ary 995 | 1,416 | 1,502 88x | 1,300 | 1,341 852 | 1,267 | 1,330 
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1930. 1931. 1932. 
November. November. Nevemer 
_ fe, 818.8 a gle g i; Ole ¢ 
State and Town. B |) B48) S58) B | B28) 858] « | 843) Bag 
Ales] Bee nee foe | oo ee | Bee 
° 8 eden ° on ° oo oo ° oo = $3 S 
oO Ss Si o38!] o3 jes ise} 
98) |. 280] eeo| SS i es £8 gn Ee ae 
oa I) Ses Cie S83 cS as Siam Soy 
oS | gaa] gag 3? | dS8] gh 3) sSa) gag 
g8 sys sug 88 908 SiesiS: aE Sao Bue 
= BS )Ren| ssa] eS |esalasa| go | ese| ose 
Western Australia—contd A B B A B Cc ; 
i A B 3 jas 
natn eS as Le 1,188 1,683 1,774 TjlL7 1,606 1,670 1,062 1,511 1,605' 
o oo we 999 1,462 1,568 906 1,277 1,375 825 1,189 1,285) 
eraldton .. ic, 969 | 1,541 | 1,700 951 | 1,462 | 1,629 838 
Greenbushes we 1,046 | 1,250 | 1,342 1,020 1197 1243 Ben sae ee 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder 1,080 | 1,398 | 1,493 | 1,038 1475 1,509 997 1,453 faa 
Katanning .. 56 92 1,32 I 891 
Leonoraand Gwalia .. E23 Poe ace os ans ree I eae Ses ae 
Meekatharra. . av 1,229 | 1,466 | 1,624 | 1,098 1467 1,592 ive eee ree 
permoghy ae ae 943 1,491 1,601 884 1,315 1,421 "862 1,326 ren 
ortham ce ast 987 1,434 1,571 907 1,342 1,453 852 1,251 1,379 : 
Perth and Fremantle 902 1,363 1,502 839 1,25 6. 
b i 5 ; 3259 1,358 800 1,202 1,296? 
oy +. +. | 1,007 | 1,434 | 1,464 ae 1,282 | 1,367 914 | 1,169 11243 
i oA .. | 940] 1,275 | 3, ; , j 
Weighted Average for a 7 wae To sais ae 
State (18 Towns) .. 937 | 1,378 | 1,508 875 | 3,292 | 1,384 832 | 1,235 | 1,330 
Tasmanla— 
Beaconsfield ie 919 997 | 1,050 871 1,00 7 
Burnie x FSR igag Ihe see: | rato poaitert weehy ludrage et eeatlt nara le soem 
Campbelltown -. | 97z | 3,383 | 1,238 | 884 | 3,126] 1,251 | 855 | 1,00x | x,151” 
Deloraine .. be 88x | 1,213 | 1,276 823 | 1,113 | 3,218 820 | 1,143 | 1,222! 
Devonport .. . 935 | 1,379 | 1,402 844 | 1,265 | 1,329 833 | 1,252 | 1,307 
Franklin of ate 950 1,187 | 1,239 952 1,162 1,215 goo | 1,137 1,229 
Hobart ass as 932 | 1,390 | 1,557 834 | 1,281 | 1,419 809 | 1,251 | 1,379. 
Launceston .. A gII 1,308 1,474 826 | 1,212 1,359 789 | 1,181 1,290 
New Norfolk ae 23 | 1,292 | 1,318 832 | 1,148 | 1,214 856 | 1,71 | 1,224 
Queenstown ais 1,068 1,387 | 1,444 g6r 1,288 1,369 942 1,304 1,393 
Scottsdale .. oe 913 | 1,209 | 1,286 787 | 1,090 | 1,151 808 | 1,071 | 1,163 
Ulverstone .. cs 8832/1, 27 |r s4's 841 1,050 | 1,269 866 | 3,142 | 1,228 
Zeehan A i 1,103 | 1,30I | 1,334 | 1,002 | 1,200 | 1,233 994 | 1,192 | 1,225 
Weighted Average for 
State (13 Towns) .. 935 | 1,349 | 1,492 $43 | 1,246 | 1,371 817 | 1,220 | 1,330: 
Territories(a)— 
Canberra... «» | 3,057 | 2,037 | 2,163 963 | 1,528 | 1,638 899 | 1,459] 1,573, 
Weighted Averages— 
Australia (200 Towns). . 932 | 1,400 | 1,535 864 | 1,271 1,378 gil 1,200 | 1,304: 
Thirty Towns a5 926 | 1,403 | 1,540 855 | 1,269 | 1,377 805 | 1,199 | 1,304 
Six Capitals .. 922 | 1,414 | 1,551 851 1,276 | 1,383 800 | 1,202 | 1,307 - 



































(a) Not in Weighted Averages. 


3. Comparison of Capitals and other Towns.—Three sets of index- 
numbers for food and rent have been given in the preceding pages, for the, 
six capitals, for the thirty towns, and for the 200 towns. ‘The first two are 
based on monthly prices of food and quarterly rents, and the third on prices 
and rents inthe month of November. The three series, reduced to a common 
base (November, 1913) = 1,000) are given in the table below which shows 
that since 1913 food prices have increased slightly more in the capitals than 
in the Jarger groups of towns, while the increase in rents has been generally 
greater outside the capitals. 
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The index-numbers for November 1921 to 1932, computed from the three 
sets of data mentioned above with 1913 as base (= 1,000), are shown 1n the 
following tables :— 


Retail Prices Index-Numbers—November—Australia. 





Particulars. 1913. Ig2l. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930 1931. 1932. 





Foop AND GROCERIES. 








All Towns (200) .. .. | 1,000 | 1,578 | 1,691 | 1,625 | 1,770 | 1,455 | 1,349 | 1.267 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,577 | 1,690 | 1,618 | 1,769 | 1,454 | 1,343 | 1,264 
Capital Cities only .. | 1,000 | 1,588 | 1,705 | 1,627 | 1,781 | 1,463 | 1,351 | 1,270 








RENT OF 5-ROOMED HOUSEs. 








All Towns (200) .. .. | 1,000 | 1,268 | 1,586 | 1,641 | 1,635 | 1,541 | 1,314 | 1,258 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,272 | 1,570 | 1,632 | 1,622 | 1,516 | 1,288 | 1,233 
Capital Cities only .. | 1,000 | 1,261 | 1,507 | 1,572 | 1,562 | 1,453 | 1,229 | 1,169 








Foop, GROCERIES, AND RENT. 








All Towns (200) .. -- | 1,000 | 1,461 | 1,651 | 1,632 | 1,719 | 1,488 | 1,336 | 1,264 
Five Towns in each State .. | 1,000 | 1,458 | 1,643 | 1,623 | 1,712 | 1,478 | 1,322 | 1,252 
Capital Cities only .. | 1,000 | 1,455 | 1,624 | 1,604 | 1,692 | 1,459 | 1,301 | 1,229 

















The figures in the vertical columns show the cost in November of each year compared with November 
1913 for “ All Towns, (200) ” ‘‘ Five Towns in each State,” and “‘ Capital Cities only ’’, respectively. 


4. Rent Reduction Acts.—In New South Wales, the Reduction of Rents 
Act, No. 45 of I93I,came into operation on the gth October, and the Western 
Australian Reduction of Rents Act, No. 21 of 1931, was assented to on the 
18th August. The Acts, which are on practically similar lines, prescribed 
a general reduction in rents of 22} per cent., unless the lessor obtains an order 
permitting him to charge and receive rent under the lease at a higher rate. 
The order in New South Wales must be obtained from a Court of Petty 
Sessions, and in Western Australia from a Commissioner appointed by the 
Governor for the purposes of Part VI. of the Financial Emergency Act 1931. 
A special circumstance to be considered by the tribunal is the amount by 
which the rent of the premises, the subject of the lease, may have been 
reduced since the 30th June, 1930. Any such amount is taken into account 
in calculating the total proposed reduction, but the lessor may not charge a 
higher rent than was charged at the commencement of the Act. The measures 
do not apply to premises which were not leased on 30th June, 1930, unless 
a lease was entered into earlier than three months before the commencement 
of the Act. An amending Act, No. 67 of 1932, extended the operation of this 
legislation to the 31st December, 1935. 





In Victoria, the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Act, No. 3990 
of I93I, was assented to on the 24th December, and provides for reduction 
of rents payable under long leases by 22} per cent. Orders for reduction 
may be made by lower Courts, where the rent under the lease does not 
exceed £208 per annum. 
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§ 5. International Comparison of Price Index-Numbers. 


1. Wholesale Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following 
table gives index-numbers of wholesale prices in the years 1913 to 1933 
for Australia and other countries, the prices for the year 1913 being taken 
as base (= 100). The figures have been taken chiefly from the “ Monthly 
Bulletin of Statistics ” published by the League of Nations, and represent 
merely the fluctuations in prices in each country separately. 


Index-Numbers, Wholesale Prices, Various Countries. (Prices in 1918 as Base—100). 
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2. Retail Prices—Australia and other Countries.—The following tables 
give index-numbers of retail prices, (i) cost of living, including articles 
‘other than food, and (ii) foodstuffs only for the years 1914 to 1932, and 
quarterly for 1932 and 1933. For the majority of the countries included, 
the prices for July, 1914, are taken as base (= 100). The figures, which have 
been taken chiefly from the “‘ Monthly Bulletin of Statistics,” published by 
the League of Nations, show merely the fluctuations in prices in each country, 
and are not comparable horizontally. 


Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in various Countries, with Prices in July, 1914, as Base 
(=100). 
(i) COST OF LIVING.* 
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* Notr.—With the following exceptions the index-numbers in the above table are based on the cost 
of: food, housing, clothing and miscellaneous items :—Belgium and Japan, exclusive of housing : 
Switzerland and British India, exclusive of miscellaneous items ; Netherlands and Spain, exclusive of 
clothing and rent. For footnotes, see next page. 5 
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Index-Numbers of Retail Prices in Various Countries with Prices in July, 1914, Base 
(=100).—continued. 


(ii) PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS. 
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CHAPTER Ii.—WAGES. 


§ 1. Operations Under Arbitration and Wages Beard Acts and 
Industrial Legislation. 


1. General.—Particulars regarding operations under the Common- 
wealth Arbitration Acts and the various State Acts for the regulation of 
wages and hours and conditions of labour were first compiled for the year 
1913, and reviews to the end of each annual period appear in previous issues 
of the Labour Report and in the Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistics. 


2. Awards and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed. 
—The following table shows the number of awards and determinations made 
and industrial agreements filed, excluding variations, in each State and under 
the Commonwealth legislation dealmg with these matters during each of 
the years 1928 to 1932. 


Awards and Determinations Made and Industrial Agreements Filed. 
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The figures in the above table are exclusive of variations and 
interpretations of principal awards and agreements, of which a considerable 
number are made each year. The variations made by the State and the 
Commonwealth Courts, Wages and Industrial Boards, and the Common- 
wealth Public Service Arbitrator, numbered 971 in 1932, compared with 
923 in 1931, and were distributed as follows :—New South Wales 695, 
Commonwealth Court 122 ; Queensland 174 ; South Australia 27; Western 
Australia 43, and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator 32 (including 
three Common Rules). In Victoria and Tasmania any alteration in the 
determination of a Wages Board is incorporated with the existing 
determination, and a new determination issued which wholly repeals the old 
one, 
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Industrial agreements filed during the year 1932 numbered 53, of which 
44 were filed under the provisions of the State Industrial Acts in New South 
Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania, and 
g under the provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act. The registration of industrial agreements is not provided for under the 
State Act in force in Victoria, but agreements filed under the provisions 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act are in operation 
within the State. 


3. Awards, Determinations, and Agreements in Force.—Considerable 
expansion of the principle of the fixation of legal minimum and marginal 
rates of wage and of working conditions has taken place during the period 
under review. The number of industrial awards and determinations in 
force throughout Australia at the 31st December, 1932, was 1,337, and the 
industrial agreements filed at the same date numbered 625. Including the 
operations under the Commonwealth Arbitration Acts* the number of 
awards or determinations and industrial agreements in force increased by 
762 and 224 respectively over the number in force at the 31st December, 1913. 


With reference to the number of industrial awards and registered industrial 
agreements in force at the end of any period, awards and determinations. 
made by both State and Commonwealth tribunals generally continue in 
force after the term of operation mentioned therein has expired, until 
rescinded or superseded by a subsequent order or award. Section 28 (2) 
of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that after 
the expiration of the period specified, the award shall, unless the Court 
otherwise orders, continue in force until a new award has been made; 
provided that where in pursuance of this sub-section an award has continued 
in force after the expiration of the period specified in the award, any award 
made by the Court for the settlement of a new industrial dispute between 
the parties may, if the Court so orders, be made retrospective to a date not 
earlier than the date upon which the Court first had cognizance of that 
dispute. In the Industrial Code of South Australia, Section 47 (2), and in 
legislation for other States, similar provisions are in force. All industrial 
agreements, with the exception of those made under the provisions of the 
Tasmanian Act, continue in force after the expiration of the term mentioned, 
until rescinded or superseded by a subsequent agreement or order. The 
Tasmanian agreements have no legal effect after the term of operation has 
expired, unless and until revived by a subsequent agreement. 

The provisions in the Commonwealth and State Industrial Acts that 
awards and agreements shall remain in force until they have been superseded 
or cancelled occasion some difficulty when the compilation of a list of awards, 
determinations and agreements actually operative is undertaken as the 
specified periods for many awards, etc., have expired. This difficulty 
applies not only to State awards and determinations but to awards of the 
Commonwealth Court also. New awards or subsequent determinations 
for the industries concerned have not been made, and the records do not 
show that such awards, etc., have been superseded or rescinded and legally, 
therefore, they are still in force. Awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements regarding which definite information regarding supersession or 
rescission is not readily ascertainable, are therefore included in these records, 
but in cases where it could be definitely claimed that the award, determination 
or agreement was out of date and the terms of the award, etc., were not 
actually in operation, such awards, etc., have not been included in the records 
as at 31st December, 1932. 








* The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-30, and the Arbitration (Public Service) 
Act 1920-48, 
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The above account may be accepted as a brief explanation 1n general 
terms of the currency of awards and agreements. There may be exceptions 
in certain cases, but they are infrequent. 


Particulars of Boards, and of Awards, Determinations and Industrial Agreements in 














Force. 
Boards which Awards 
had made = ee Industrial 
Dake Authorized, | A¥ ards or | minations | Agreements 
minations. in Force.(@) 

31st December, 1913 ry. ot 505 387 575 401 
” ” I9QI5 +e mee 573 498 663 546 
” ” 1920 on os 475 440 1,041 972 
” ” 1925, ee ie 575 524 1,181 607 
” ” 1930... ate 644 582 1,285 601 
” ” 1931 oe Ms 651 583 1,317 614 
33 » 1932 “.. 657 591 1,337 625 








(a) Including awards made by Arbitration Courts and the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


The following table shows the number of Industrial and Wages Boards 
authorized, and the number of awards, determinations and industrial 
agreements in force at 31st December, 1913 and 1932 :— 


Industrial and Wages Boards Authorized, and Industrial Awards, Determinations, and 
Agreements in Force. 


















































Commonwealth. 
At 
Particulars. 31st N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| S.A. | W.A.| Tas. | Total. 
Dec Pub. 
Court. | Ser. 
Arb. 
Industrial and Wages— ae 216 135 75 6 4s 
Boards authorized .. 1932 (a) 319 187 2 76 19 Fi ead 
Boards which have \ 1913 123 123 74 a 
made determinations] f 1932 (6) 279 | 176 3 66 a ee ae 
Awards and Determina- 
tions— pues 17 265 | 127 73 54 18 
In force 1932 159 43 490 176 267 72 79 ee Ae 
Industrial Agreements— | 1913 228 75 So 5 Ir 82 ae 
. Inforce .. se Ser 98 2 oka TAO |e. 131 33 | 173 | 7 ee 
Commonwealth Court 
2 averes ‘ 7 1 
umber in force in I9Ig as 13 17 I 16 
each State +07) J-2932 4a 96 IIo a 82 aH a 
Commonwealth <Agree- 
* ceqriraper tn NGte § 
umber in force in 1913 is oe 132 129 68 
each State 5 A ae 37 66 19 a 2 oe 
Commonwealth Public 
Service Arbitrator— 
Number of Deter- 
minations in force 
in each State 1932 38 36 30 32 29 55 











(a) Under Industrial Arbitration Act 1926, Conciliation Committees hav 
end of 1932, 263 Committees were in operation. (6) Two awards of Denese soe aed 
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Information concerning the main provisions of the various Industrial 
Acts in force throughout the Commonwealth was given in earlier Reports, 
and brief reviews are furnished each year respecting new industrial legislation, 
as well as details respecting noteworthy pronouncements or procedure by 
industrial tribunals, and any special application or conditions of the terms 
of awards or determinations. In this Report, brief particulars are given 
regarding new industrial legislation and special reports and tribunals 
connected with industrial matters during the year 1932. 


(i.) Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Court.—The number of 
awards made by the Commonwealth Court during 1932 was 21, and 9 
industrial agreements were filed under the provisions of the Act. Among 
the industries and occupations for which awards were made during the year 
were—waterside workers in all States; printing industry employees (com- 
mercial printing) in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western 
Australia and Tasmania; meat industry employees in New South Wales 
and Queensland; liquor trade employees (breweries) Victoria; rubber 
workers in New South Wales and Victoria ; railway workers in New South 
Wales (interim award re employees in power stations) ; pastoral workers 
in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and 
Tasmania ; and wool and basil workers (fellmongering) in New South Wales 
and Victoria. 

Industrial agreements covering the undermentioned occupations were 
made during the year :—actors in all States ; confectioners in Victoria and 
Tasmania ; health inspectors at Charters Towers, Queensland ; municipal 
employees, various municipalities in Victoria; boot trade employees in 
Victoria ; marine and power engineers at Wyndham, Western Australia ; 
and waterside workers at Cairns and Rockhampton, Queensland. 


A full description of the considerations which led to the reduction by 
ro per cent. as from Ist February, 1931; of all wages controlled by the Com- 
monwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, and the refusal of the 
Court in June, 1932, to restore the “cut”, appears in the preceding issue 
of the Report (see Labour Report No. 22, pp. 45-48). 


The question of the restoration of the Io per cent. “cut”, was again 
brought before the Court by the unions in 1933, the case being heard by the 
Full Court from 3rd April to 13th April, 1933. The main reasons stated 
on the affidavits filed in support of the applications were expressed thus— 
“The wages now payable to adult workers under the awards of the Court 
are insufficient, having regard to their commitments, to provide a reasonable 
living according to Australian standards.” “ It is impossible to restore 
industries in Australia to a state of prosperity or to absorb thousands now 
unemployed unless and until the purchasing power of the community is 
increased so as to create a more even balance between production and 
consumption.” 

Argument by the representatives of the unions was directed to proving 
(a) that industry had recovered sufficiently to justify the restoration ; (b) that 
the “all houses ”’ series of index numbers, covering only 60 per cent. of 
household expenditure, was not a satisfactory measure of total expenditure. 
The representatives of the employers opposed the restoration of any portion 
of the ‘‘cut”’. Very few witnesses were called by either side. The Court 
in a majority judgment (by their Honours Justices Dethridge, C.J., and 
Drake-Brockman, J.) delivered on 5th May, 1933, refused to restore any 
portion of the ro per cent. “cut”, as it was not considered the applicants 
had proved that industry generally had recovered to that extent. It was 
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possible, however, that individual industries could stand the a 
and the Court was prepared to hear claims in such instances as sare Ae 
been done in the past. The Court stated, however, that it fe 3 pei: 

workers had lost more in “ real”? wages than the 10 per Jaa es ‘ate au 
to the method of adjusting wages according to the cost of living aes oe 
disclosed by the “all houses” series of index numbers (food and rent o 


; ; : - aa fret showed itself. It 
all houses) especially since 1930 when the fall in prices first showed 1 
Mea y ee adjustment which would 


had decided, therefore, to adopt a new method of eee 
result in a repayment from Ist May, 1933, of various small sums wiic t e 
workers had lost in this way. The method adopted was as follows :— 
The “ Harvester ” (all houses) index number for each town or combination 
of towns for the 4th Quarter of 1929 was taken as the base ; to this was 
equated the corresponding “ all items ” (food, rent of four and five rooms, 
clothing and miscellaneous expenditure) index number for the whole year 
1929, and the first-mentioned “all houses ” index varied according to the 
ratio of change shown between such “all items ” index and the corresponding 
“all items ” index for the 4th Quarter, 1932, and similarly for all succeeding 
quarters. The index number so derived is a “ Harvester ” index, and has 
been designated the “ Harvester-All Items” Index (“D ”” series). Its 
value for wage fixation and variation is ascertainable in the ordinary way, 
that is from the “ Table of Daily and Weekly Wages on Commonwealth 
Statistician’s Index Numbers” where that table can be applied, or from 
the “ Points ” tables of the awards affected. The award was made applicable 
only to workers who had suffered the full Io per cent. cut. 


The Court deplored the anomalies created by the varying basic wages 
throughout the States, and the fact that State tribunals had not followed 
the lead taken by the Commonwealth Court to reduce wages in conformity 
with the lowered capacity of industry to pay. 


In a later declaration (Commonwealth Railways), the Court stated that 
when industrial affairs emerged from their present precarious condition 
into apparent stability so that a basic real wage may be reassessed with 
some assurance that as so reassessed it can be maintained, a sumple system 
of adjusting that wage to changes in the cost of vig would have to be 
adopted by the Court. 


In a minority judgment, Mr. Justice Beeby stated that adjustments 
based upon any index numbers were unsatisfactory, and recommended 
(a) that rates (which closely approximated those of the majority judgment) 
should be granted to operate for a period of six months, or until. further 
order ; (b) that during such period the method of future fixation should be 
investigated ; (c) that in view of the wide disparities in the basic wages 
of the various States, the Court, by means of conference with State tribunals, 
should endeavour to arrive at some common formula for basic wage 
fixation ; and (d) that the wages now paid in the pastoral industry should 
not be disturbed without further investigation. 


(ii.) New South Wales—During the year 1932 the number of Conciliation 
Committees established under the Industrial Act of 1926 was 218, the number 
which expired, were dissolved or were no longer operative was 139,’and at 

; 5 : 5 Age 
the end of the year 263 Committees were in force. In addition, 319 Industrial 
Boards, constituted under the Act of 1912, were in force, but no awards were 
issued by these Boards, the work previously performed by them being 
undertaken mainly by the Conciliation Committees. Principal awards 
published by the Industrial Commission numbered 5: and by Conciliation 
; 7) WY 1 Fog eqjdi« > 5 = ; ee . . 
Committees 24. The number of subsidiary awards and varlations issued 


OPERATIONS UNDER ARBITRATION AND WAGES Boarp ACTS. 47 


during the year was 695, of which 26 were made by the Industrial Com- 
mission, and 316 by Conciliation Committees (which included 165 subsidiary 
awards relating to apprentices) and 353 by the Industrial Registrar. The 
number of principal awards in force at the end of the year was 490, and at 
the same date 140 industrial agreements were in force. 


The “living” wage for the State was not revised during the years 1930 
and 1931, the declaration made on 20th December, 1929, by the Industrial 
Commission continuing in force. The rates declared on that date were— 
£4 2s. 6d. per week for adult male workers, and £2 4s. 6d. per week for adult 
female workers. The family unit taken for the adult male rate was “a 
man, wife and one child”. These rates remained in force until 26th August, 
1932, when the Industrial Commission declared the “ living ” wage for adult 
male employees at £3 Ios. per week, and for adult female employees at 
£1 18s. per week. 


A further declaration on 13th April, 1933, reduced these rates to 
£3 8s. 6d. and £1 17s. for adult males and females respectively, operating 
from Ist May, 1933. 


Legislation of industrial import passed in 1932 and 1933 comprised the 
following :-— 


Family Endowment (Amendment) Acts 1932, Nos. 9 and 10, assented 
to on the 27th June, 1932, provide for contributions by employers from 
ist January, 1932, at the rate of 5d. in the £1 in lieu of the former percentage 
contributions on all wages paid to employees above a total amount of £3 
per week, with the proviso that if board and lodging are provided for an 
employee, £1 shall be deemed to have been paid in wages; impose the 
obligation on employers to purchase the prescribed contribution stamps, 
but provide for the refund of such contributions where the payments of 
wages had been less than £156, or where such employer was not required 
to obtain such stamps. 


Industrial Arbitration (Eight Hours) Amendment Act 1932, No. 17, 
assented to 30th June, 1932, extends the operation of Section 8 of the 
Industrial Arbitration (Hight Hours) Further Amendment Act 1930 and 
Amendment 1930. 


Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act 1932, No. 39, operative from 
6th December, 1932, authorizes the Industrial Commission of New South 
Wales to determine the standard hours to be worked in certain industries ; 
provides for the appointment of a Conciliation Commissioner and for the 
abolition of the offices of Deputy Commissioner and of the Chairmen of 
Conciliation Committees, and the exercise by the Conciliation Commissioner 
of certain of their duties, powers and functions; and provides for the 
appointment of Apprenticeship Councils, etc. Provision is made for the 
declaration of the living wage to be made within 28 days of the end of the 
months of March and September, and that any award or industrial agreement 
covering rates of pay shall be deemed to be varied in accord with such 
declaration as from the date of declaration, and with such adjustment as 
from the commencement of the first pay period in the month immediately 
following the month in which the adjustment is published in the Gazette— 
the Commission having the power to grant exemptions from the effect to 
any extent it may direct. The Registrar is empowered, on application by 
parties, to make such variation of awards and agreements as will clearly 
express the effect of such declaration or adjustment. 
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ar and Assistant 


Mr. W. C. Wurth, LL.B., was appointed Industrial Registr ith AOaee 


Under-Secretary, Department of Labour and Industry, on the 
1932. 

iii.) Victoria. Wages Boards made 103 determinatio 
tae sn clndingilebsininaTiots which were reviewed more Be ye 
during the twelve months. Although the legislation in this State s aoe 
provide for automatic adjustment of wages according to the rise Re ce ca 
the retail price index-numbers, it is the practice for certain of e fe i 
Boards regulating wages and working conditions in industries lor wAl¢ 
Commonwealth Court awards are also in force in the State to meet and Bae 
the rates of wage, bringing them into close conformity with those one 
paid by employers working under the Commonwealth awards. one the 
Boards adopting this practice are those covering employees In the in ae 
of engineering (skilled and unskilled) ; iron-moulding ; gas-working, ae 
engine-driving (factory). Determinations covering these trades were revise 
and gazetted, in some cases three, and in other cases, four times during the 
year. At 31st December, 1932, 176 determinations were considered to be 
legally in force. 

The weekly hours fixed by Wages Boards in this State vary considerably, 
according to the nature of the sections of industry concerned. In 
Determinations, such as those of the Cement Workers’ and Stonecutters F 
different hours are prescribed for different occupations within the industries. 
Other Boards, such as the Photographers’ and the Carters’ provide for 
seasonal variation of hours, while in cases such as the Clerks’ (commercial) 
and the Storemen and Packers’ different hours for different sections of 
the industries are prescribed. A general statement of hours as determined 
by Wages Boards would be misleading, but it may be assumed that the 
weekly hours throughout Determinations, therefore, range from a maximum 
of 48 to a minimum of 44. 


ns during the year, 


Legislation of industrial import passed since the preceding issue of this 
Report, comprised the following, viz. :— 


Milk Board Act 1932, No. 4104, assented to 29th December, 1932, made 
provision for the appointment of a Milk Board and for the powers and duties 
thereof. The Board is obliged, inter alia, to submit before Ist June, 1933, 
a report contaiming such recommendations as the Board thinks wise or 
expedient with respect to (a) the regulation and control of the supply of 
milk to the metropolis; and (b) the better and more economic collection, 
transportation and distribution of milk, including the prices paid to producers 
and the prices paid by consumers. 


(iv.) Queensland.—Twenty-one industrial awards were made during the 
year, seven of which were awards of the Industrial Court, and fourteen of 
the Conciliation Commissioner. The number of industrial agreements 
filed was four. Variations of awards numbered 168. At the end of the 
year, 207 awards and 131 industrial agreements were in force. 


The last revision of the basic wage was made by the Industrial Court 
in February, 1933, when it was decided to make no alteration in the rates 
fixed as from 1st July, 1931, viz. :—74s. per week for adult male employees, 
and 39s. per week for adult female employees. The Court was unanimous 
in making no change at present after fully traversing the three main factors 
by which the Court has been guided since the basic wage was first fixed in 
Ig2I, 1.e., Interstate Competition ; Productivity ; Unemployment. As 
regards the first, if the New South Wales basic wage inclusive of child endow- 
ment be taken as £3 11s. 6d., the reduction to that amount would be only 
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2s. 6d. per week, whereas the Court has never made a reduction of under 
3s. per week. As regards the second (Productivity), the percentage drop 
between 1928-29 and 1930-31 is less than that of wages, and as figures for 
1931-32 are not available, there is no evidence that the drop in values has 
since overtaken or exceeds the drop in wages. As regards Unemployment, 
it would appear that Queensland’s position is by far the best in Australia, 
and notwithstanding sweeping reductions in wages in other States, the 
Court would hesitate to say that a reduction of the basic wage would increase 
employment. As regards the cost of living check, the Court expressed 
doubt as to whether the reductions shown by the index numbers of the 
Commonwealth Bureau were entirely conclusive, in view of the change of 
regimen made in 1932. 


Legislation passed included the following :— 


The Bureau of Industry Act 1932, proclaimed to operate from 
22nd February, 1933, repealed the Bureau of Economics and Statistics 
Act 1930, and abolished the office of Director of Bureau of Economics and 
Statistics and transferred the officers to the new Bureau of Industry. The 
Bureau is invested with wide powers of inquiry into every factor governing 
the economic conditions of Queensland, and any recommendation of the 
Bureau approved by the Governor in Council shall be final and binding on 
the Department concerned. Three special Committees, each comprising 
five members of the Bureau, are appointed, viz., The Rural Development 
Committee; The Roads, Mining and General Works Committee; The 
Administrative, Finance and Industrial Committee—the main function 
of the lastnamed being to inquire into the causes of and means of reducing 
unemployment. The Bureau will issue an annual report. 

The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act of 1932, proclaimed 
to operate from Ist February, 1933, repealed the Acts of 1929 and 1931 
similarly intituled. The Honorable W. F. Webb, Judge of the Supreme 
Court, and Messrs. W. J. Riordan and T. A. Ferry were appointed respec- 
tively President and Members of the Industrial Court established under 
the Act, for terms of seven years as from Ist February, 1933. 

After an extensive hearing, the Industrial Court dismissed an application 
by the unions for a reduction of the working week to 30 hours. The 
President stated that the unions had adduced strong arguments for a drastic 
world-wide reduction of working hours to cope with the general unemploy- 
ment evil, but they failed to show that Queensland could take independent 
steps in that direction without disaster to all its principal industries, that 
is to say, if the reduction in hours was to be without a reduction of pay, 
as the unions proposed. The Court drew attention to a recent Act of 
Parliament introducing from Ist July, 1933, a 44-hour week without 
reduction in pay where that can be operated without creating substantial 
unemployment or prejudicially affecting the community in general, and 
stated the Court must allow it to operate for a few months at least before 
exercising its undoubted authority to revoke it if circumstances should 
so demand. 


(v.) South Australia—The Industrial Court made eight awards, and 
ten determinations were made by Industrial Boards during the year. 
Eight industrial agreements were also filed. The number of awards and 
determinations varied by the Court or Industrial Boards was 27. Eleven 
Industrial Boards were re-constituted during the year. The Furniture 
Board, which was constituted on the 2nd December, issued a determination 
on the 17th December, 1931. The Special Board constituted under the 
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Industrial Acts by the Industrial Court by Order dated the 7th October, 
1931, to determine the question which had arisen as to the right of employees 
in the calling of bricklayers to do certain work in an industry, v1Z., tiling, 
made a determination as follows:—The Special Board determines that 
employees in the calling of bricklayers shall not have the right to do tiling 
to the exclusion of employees in other callings. 


At the end of the year, 72 awards and determinations, and 33 industrial 
agreements were in force. 


A review of the “living” wage was made by the Board of Industry in 
1933 at the instance of the employers, but in its report dated I2th April, 
the Board recommended that no change be made in existing rates for the 
metropolitan area, fixed on 17th August, 1931, viz., for adult males Tos. 6d. 
per day or 63s. per week, and for females 31s. 6d. per week. A minority 
report was submitted by the representatives of the Employers on the Board 
objecting to the finding, chiefly on the grounds that decreased cost of living 
had been disregarded ; that the economic outlook had not definitely improved ; 
and that the effect of the finding would be to raise the standard of living 
to what the Board thought appropriate in 1930 and 1931, and superior to 
that prescribed by the Board in the prosperous year of 1925. 


A review of the evidence and the reasons for the declarations, together 
with the minority report, are published in Bulletin No. 10, issued by the 
Department of Industry, South Australia. The rates of wage mentioned 
were in force at 30th June, 1933. 


The only legislation of industrial import passed in 1932 was a consolida- 
tion of the “ Workmen’s Compensation Acts,” assented to on the 30th 
November, 1932. 


(vi.) Western Australia—During the year, the Industrial Court made 
six awards, and an award covering the coal-mining industry was made by 
an Industrial Board. Four industrial agreements were filed under the 
provisions of the State Act during 1932. Thirty-six awards and seven 
industrial agreements were varied. At the end of the year there were 79 
awards and 173 agreements in force. 


The Court of Arbitration makes its declarations relating to the basic 
wage in accordance with the provisions of the Industrial Arbitration 
Amendment Act, No. 40 of 1930. Under this Act, the State Government 
Statistician is directed to supply, as soon as practicable at the end of each 
quarter, the price index-number and other information showing the variation 
in the cost of living which has occurred during the then last preceding 
quarter. If that statement shows a change of Is. or more per week, then 
the Court shall consider the same. There is a direction also to the effect 
that the Court may adjust and amend the basic wage previously existing 
in accordance with the figures so supplied. The basic rates of wage in force 
at the end of the year 1931 were :—Metropolitan area—adult male 
employees, £3 13s. 6d. per week; adult female employees, £1 Igs. 8d. per 
week. These rates were reduced on 29th February, 1932, to £3 12s. per 
week and £1 18s. 11d. per week respectively, and on the 2nd November 
1932, the rates were further reduced to £3 ros. 6d. per week and £1 18s. rd. 
per week. A declaration of the Court dated 28th February, 1933 reduced 
the rate for adult male employees in the metropolitan area to 23 Qs. per 
per week, and for adult female employees in the same area to £1 178. val 
per week. These were further reduced to £3 8s. and £1 16s. od. aie 30th 
June, 1933, and increased to £3 gs. 3d. and £1 17s. 5d. on the 3rd. August 

oO“ ? 
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1933, the latter being the first increase in the basic wage in the State since 
the 1st July, 1929. Further particulars relating to the basic wage declara- 
tions by the Court of Arbitration will be found in Section 3—The Basic 
Wage and Child Endowment in Australia. 


The Financial Emergency Act, No. 20 of 1931, provides, under Division 
2, Part V., Variation of Contracts of Service—that any employer who is 
subject to the provisions of the Industrial Act 1912-1925, and amendments 
thereof, or who is bound by any award or industrial agreement made under 
the provisions of the Act, and who is employing workers at a salary, wage, 
etc., which is fixed either directly or indirectly by any such award or 
industrial agreement may, within twelve months after the commencement of 
this Act, by notice in the prescribed form, apply to the Arbitration Court for 
a variation of the award or industrial agreement by which he is bound as 
regards the terms and conditions relating to rates of salary, wages, etc., 
prescribed or fixed thereunder. 


If, on hearing the application, the Court is satisfied that the national 
emergency with which the State is faced justifies it in making an order for 
a reduction of rates of salary or wages prescribed in the award or industrial 
agreement in relation to which the application is made so as to bring them 
into accord with the reductions made under Part II. of the Act, the Court 
may, notwithstanding the provisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act, or 
of any award or industrial agreement made thereunder or of any declared 
basic wage to the contrary, make an Order that the award or industrial 
agreement in respect whereof the application is made shall forthwith be 
varied so that the rates of salary or wages therein prescribed shall be reduced 
in accordance with the provisions of Part II. of the Act, and the rates 
prescribed in the Schedule thereto. The rates of reduction prescribed 
were—On annual salary not exceeding £250, a reduction of £18 per centum ; 
on annual salary exceeding £250 but not exceeding £1,000, £20 per centum ; 
and on annual salary exceeding £1,000, a reduction of £22 Ios. per centum, 


Employers availed themselves of the provisions of the Act, and numerous 
applications were made to the Court of Arbitration for orders to vary awards 
or industrial agreements so that the rates of salary or wages therein 
prescribed might be reduced in accordance with the provisions of Part II. 
of the Act and the rates prescribed in the Schedule. The Court granted 
many orders during October, November, and December to individual 
employers. Considerable doubt existed as to the effect of these Orders. 
The Supreme Court (Full Court) giving judgment in the matter of a Writ 
of Prohibition directed to the Arbitration Court, ruled that an Order made 
by the Court of Arbitration under the provisions of the Financial Emergency 
Act had the effect of a Common Rule in the industry to which the award 
or industrial agreement applied. In some instances the Supreme Court has 
on appeal revoked the Orders of the Court. 


The rates of pay of employees working under 23 awards and 21 industrial 
agreements were varied by the Orders. The judgment of the Supreme Court 
and the discussions in the Court of Arbitration regarding the effect of the 
Orders appear in the Western Australian Industrial Gazette, Vol. XI., 
No. 4. 


(vii.) Lasmania.—During the year, Wages Boards made I1 determina- 
tions, and three industrial agreements under the State Act were filed. The 
determinations made covered employees engaged in the following industries 
and callings :—Threshers ; employees in shipping; printers ; carriers ; 
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employees at electrolytic zinc works; roadmakers; employees Ee ae 
Entertainment Board; aerated water employees; employees un fied 
: : 3 : a 
Marine Board; and textile workers. The industrial BEL ee. 
covered employees in coal mining ; sweep promoting ; and mm certain : 


The State Industrial Act in force in Tasmania provides for the inclusion 
‘ustment of rates of 


of a clause in the determination for the automatic adjustme ‘1 
wage according to the increase or decrease in the retail price ins a 
The inclusion or otherwise of this provision is decided by the Wages Boards. 
A number of determinations issued during the year 1932 embody the 
clause for automatic adjustment. Among the Wages Boards which have 
adopted this system of wage adjustment may be mentioned the following :— 
Bakers; Builders and Painters; Carriers; Mechanical Engineering and 
Founders; Electrolytic Zinc; Fuel Merchants; Jam Makers ; Motor 
Garage; Printers; Produce Stores; Rubber Trade; Tanners; Textile 
Workers ; and Wholesale Grocers. f 


At the end of the year, 51 determinations and 7 industrial agreements 
filed under the State Act were in force. 


(viii.) Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator —During 1932, the 
Arbitrator made one determination, declared three Common Rules, and 
varied 29 determinations. The determination made covered rates of wages 
and conditions of labour of foremen, Munition Establishments, Victoria, 
and was made by consent of the parties. Of the Common Rules, two had 
reference to sick leave, and the third to compensation for overtime, Sunday 
duty, &c. 


(ix.) Federal Capital Territory.—On the 12th January, 1927, the Industrial 
Board appointed under the Industrial Board Ordinance 1922-1928, fixed 
the rates of pay and conditions of employment for workmen in the Territory 
as from 10th December, 1926, such rates to be binding on the Government 
and/or any contractor employed by it or performing work on its behalf. 
The wage for an unskilled labourer was fixed at 100s. per week. The 
Ordinance determined the rates of wage for a wide range of occupations, 
including construction and maintenance labourers; quarrymen; store 
employees ; motor transport employees ; watchmen and cleaners ; fire brigade 
employees; survey hands; engineers; electricians ; engine drivers and firemen ; 
building trade employees ; and timbermill and brickworks’ employees. The 
rates of wage specified in the Ordinance were reduced in 1931 by 163 per cent. 
in connexion with the general scheme of salary and wage reductions in the 
Commonwealth Public Service. 


As a result of an application for reduction in wages by the Commonwealth 
Public Service Board, a variation of the Industrial Board’s award was 
gazetted on the 20th October, 1932, whereby the wage for an unskilled 
labourer was reduced from roos. to 85s. per week. Proportionate reductions 
were made also in the wages of the more highly paid classes of employees. 


_ On the gth February, 1933, following on application by the Federated 
Liquor and Allied Trades Union of Employees (New South Wales Branch), 
an award was gazetted for employees at hotels, etc. The reductions imposed 
pursuant to the provisions of the Financial Emergency Act 1931-33 operated 
on all awards made by the Board. Minor variations of the Industrial 
Board’s award were also made during the year. 
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An amendment of the Industrial Board Ordinance was gazetted on the 
24th February, 1932, and the Board is now composed of a Chairman, a 
member representative of the Commonwealth Public Service Board, and a 
member representative of the workmen, the workmen’s representative being 
chosen from time to time according to the matter in respect of which the 
' Board is exercising its powers. 


The Minister of any Department of State, the Public Service Board, 
and any organization is entitled to submit to the Board any matter in 
which he or it is interested, relating to wages, rates of pay or terms or other 
conditions of employment of workmen in the Territory; and to be repre- 
sented before the Board on the hearing of such matter. The Board hears 
and determines all matters relating to salary, wages, rates of pay or terms 
or conditions of service or of employment of workmen in the Territory. 


An amendment to the Industrial Board Ordinance 1922-1932 gazetted 
on the 22nd June, 1933, modified Section 5 of the Principal Ordinance to 
provide that any organization registered pursuant to the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-1930 is entitled to submit any matter 
in which it is interested to the Board. 


§ 2. Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour. 


1. General.—The collection of data respecting the nominal rates of 
wage payable in different callings and in occupations in various industries 
carried on in each State was first undertaken by this Bureau in the early 
part of the year 1913. Owing to the difficulty of ascertaining reliable par- 
ticulars of the numbers of apprentices, improvers and other juvenile workers 
to whom progressive rates of wage fixed or otherwise according to increasing 
age or experience were payable from year to year, the inquiry was confined to 
the rates of wage payable to adult workers only, and was further limited 
generally to those industries in operation within the metropolitan area of 
each State. In order to make the inquiry comprehensive, however, certain 
industries were included which obviously were not carried on in the capital 
cities, e.g., Mining, Shipping, Agriculture, and Pastoral. The particulars 
acquired were obtained primarily from awards, determinations, and industrial 
agreements under Commonwealth and State Acts, and related to the minimum 
wage prescribed. In cases where no award, determination or agreement 
was in force, the ruling union or predominant rate of wage was ascertained 
from employers and secretaries of trade unions. For convenience of com- 
parison weekly rates of wage were adopted, but in many instances the wages 
were based on daily or hourly rates, since in industries and occupations 
in which employment is casual or intermittent, wages often are so fixed and 
paid. Hence the average weekly earnings in such occupations will probably 
fall considerably short of the computed weekly rates. The information 
thus obtained referred to the weekly rate of wage in upwards of 400 industries, 
and related to 1,569 male occupations or callings, These particulars furnished 
the necessary data for the computation of average rates of wage in various 
industrial groups,* and in each State and Australia. The average rate of 
wage thus computed for the industrial groups represented the arithmetical 
average} of the rates of wage payable for all classified occupations within 





= 


* The adopted classification of industries is shown on page 3. : } 
+ The sum of the weekly rates of wage divided by the number of occupations included. 
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the industrial groups. It is not claimed that results obtained by this 
are precisely correct, but owing to the difficulty of obtaining es ee ae 
data as to the number of persons engaged in each of the Hee ae 
which rates of wage had been obtained, no detailed system of hee pale 
beapplied. Though a large amount of information as to the a 7 os Pe ‘ i 
engaged in different industries and occupations was SE : 
Census results, it was found impracticable to bring the classihca eee 
these results into line with the detailed classification of occupations In the 
various industries as set out in the awards, determinations, etc. For final 
results for each State and for each industrial group throughout the States, 
however, a careful system of weighting according to industrial groups was 
adopted. For example, in computing the result for any State in any ts 
the computed average wage in each industrial group was multiphed by a 
number (weight) representing the relative number of all male workers engaged 
in that group of industries in the particular State. The sum of the products 
thus obtained, divided by the sum of the weights, represents the average 
wage for that State for the particular year. The weights used for each 
industrial group in the computations of the average wage for male and female 
occupations have been published in the previous issues of the Labour Report. 


The results thus ascertained for the year 1913 were published in Labour 
Report No. 2, pp. 28-43. In the early part of the year 1914, the scope of 
the inquiry was considerably extended, and particulars of the weekly rates 
of wage in 930 specified industries and 4,256 adult occupations (3,948 male, 
and 308 female) were included, and results obtained thereby to the 30th 
April, 1914, were published in Labour Report No. 5, pp. 44-50. These 
results were further analysed, and the average number of working hours 
which constituted a full week’s work in each occupation was ascertained 
and weighted in a similar manner to the rates of wage. This course was 
adopted in order to overcome the difficulty of making comparisons of the 
rates of wage in any specified occupation, since, in many instances, a different 
number of working hours constituted a full week’s work in separate States. 
By dividing the weighted average number of working hours into the weighted 
average weekly rate of wage, a more satisfactory standard of comparison 
was ascertained. Results obtained from these computations were given for 
each industrial group for each State. 


Since the 3oth April, 1914, the number of occupations included in 
comparative computations has been kept constant, but the particulars of 
wages given in the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) to this Report include those 
for many additional occupations. In most instances these have been taken 
from awards or determinations made subsequent to the date specified by in- 
dustrial tribunals, from agreements registered under Commonwealth or 
State Acts, or were obtained by direct inquiry. 


To supplement the results thus obtained, investigations were made 
regarding rates of wage in past years with a view to showing their general 
trend in each State and in various industrial groups. The total number 
of occupations for which particulars were available back to 1891 was 652 
The particulars given in this Chapter show variations in nominal wages on 
year to year in each State and in various industrial groups lader eee 
are also given showing variations in effective wages in each State, 
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2. Adult Male Weekly Wages—States, 1$14-38.—The arithmetical 
average of the rates of wage taken into account furnishes the basis for the 
computation of relative weighted wages in different industrial groups and 
States. The following table gives particulars of the weighted average 
nominal weekly rates of wage payable to adult male workers, at the 30th 
June, 1914, and at the end of the periods specified to the 30th June, 1933, 
for a full week’s work in each State and for Australia, together with index- 
numbers for each State at each specified interval, with the average 
for Australia for the year I9gII as base (== I,000):— 


Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payablefor a Full Week’s 
Work, and Wage Index-Numbers. 


Nort.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 1911 (518s. 3d.) 
as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 












































| 
Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| 8.4. | W.A. | ah edie 
No. of Occupations included. 874 909 627 567 | 489 | 482 3,948 
RATES OF WAGE, 
| 

&. d. 8. d. s.d.| 8. d &. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
30th June, 1914 = 5é 55 It 54 4 ZO" 54-4) 62 9 52 7 55.83 
31st December, 1914 .. 36 56 2 SY ee fall mage ews) 54 5 6210} 52 8 55a?) 
31st December, 1927 oe ee RXOL, TON|eLOO! Sule toon. y 96 7 98 I0 93 10 | 100 2 
31st December, 1928 oe sa. | 102.67, 99°25) |, 10r 72 96 2 99 6 93 3 | 100 5 
30th September, 1929 .. ea} 103, 6 |) ter “x |/"zr0z “4 |" 97° “5 || r00 8 94 7 |bioxr 5 
31st December, 1929 of . T02/ 10 | 10 Fr | ror 2 97 «2 |} x00 7 94 8] 10r 2 
31st December, 1930... Ac 99 I 96 I1 92 5 92 8 99 7 g2 1 96 9 
31st December, 1931 Ar a 93 5 82 ez 89 0 75) 0 84 1 79 9 86 10 
31st March, 1932 ae an 92 9 8x 2 88 11 74 1 83 4 79 0 86 1 

goth June, 1932 ate ar 92 6 80 7 88 8 73 «8 82-7 78 9 85 
30th September, 1932 .. ae So 4et -7Baon a8) Ga) 273, 40 | 825 7 7B a | B82 hs 
31st December, 1932 ae A 84 II 77 10 88) Sse ie cya) 7 8r 9 78 1 81 Io 
31st March, 1933 ne oi 84 9 76 5 88 1 Th apes 8r 1 | ay en 8x 3 
30th June, 1933 oa An 84 Ir ion 88 2 730.2 8 ta 78) 0 81 9 

' 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 

30th June, 1914 ot a) 1,091 1,059 1,030 1,060 1,225 1,026 | 1,079 
31st December, 1914 .. °° 1,096 1,065 1,042 | 1,062 1,226 | 1,028 1,085 
31st December, 1927... .. 1,988 1,957 1,953 1,885 |* 1,928 1,832 | 1,955 
31st December, 1928 .. ee 2,001 1,944 1,974 1,877 I,94I | 1,820 1,959 
30th September, 1929... AG 2,020 1,973 1,977 I,9g0I | 1,964 1,846 1,979 
31st December, 1929 as cre 2,007 1,972 1,975 | 1,896 1,963 1,848 1,974 
31st December, 1930... dis 1,933 1,891 | 1,803 1,807 1,943 1,797 1,887 
31st December, 193i .. ae 1,823 1,603 | 1,737 1,463 1,641 | 1,556 1,694 
31st March, 1932 Ae xe 1,809 1,583 1,734 1,440 | 1,627 1,541 1,680 
30th June, 1932 65 a 1,804 1,573 1,731 1,438 | 2,612 | 1,536 1,672 
30th September, 1932 .. oe 1,664 1,535 1,731 | 1,434 | 1,611 1,532 1,608 
31st December, 1932... o. 1,657 1,518 1,726 1,416 | 1,595 | 1,523 1,597 
31st March, 1933 te ae 1,653 1,492 1,718 1,404 | 1,582 1,516 | 1,585 
30th June, 1933 oe << 1,657 1,511 1,721 1,426 1,553 1,523 1,595 





























(a) Weighted Average. (b) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australia. 


3. Adult Male Weekly Wages—Indusirial Groups, 1914-33.—The 
following table shows (a) the average weekly rate of wage in each of the 
industrial groups, and (6) the weighted average wage for all groups combined, 
at 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and at the periods specified for the 


years 1927 to 1933 :-— 


Wages—Adult Males—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group. 


Norg.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) as 
base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 

























































































INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 
Vile x 
Ti Ill. IV. V. . XII 
Date. II. r Other Other xe acre 2a. XIV. All 
Furnt: | Bastseer| Bete Ciera rating) Man Lpcitlag| Mae. takays| and | Shipping.) ABC | pomestic,| Mtscui- |nausttal 
ture, etc. | 128 ete. etal ate ata: roe eter pg etc.(a) etc.(b) etc.(b) laneous. | Groups.(c) 
RATES OF WAGE. 
aces s. d. 8. d. s. d. s. d. 8. d. 8. d. Sd: s. d => 0, s. d. s. d. 8. d. s. d. s. d 
goth June, 1914 BY, 59 2 S74 55) 5:2 52 10 63 9 55 8 65 4 64 11 59 8 iSThy 48 7 49°05 47.0 53 10 55 3 
31st December, 1914 .. 59 6 57 9 BS 534 FO)\) 637 20M 56° foul 65. 3s 65 2 59 8 2 8 49 10 49 5 47 31 54 0 35 7 
31st December, 1927 .. 104 6 102 10 99 8 OSA eS a RIIS U7 XOX al rras sould) 9 103 I ond 103 7 94 3 93 3 96 0 XO0. 2 
31st December, 1928 .. 103 It r02 .I 99 9 99 4 117 10} 100 8 OI I09 10 102 2 fey 1033) 95 9 93 3 96 1 100 5 
30th September, 1929.. 104 8 Tai core rOO ON extOne a) LO eo adr s, Sul co) 6 105 2 97 8 TOG" F7, 95 10 93 «+5 97 0 IOI 5 
31st December, 1929 .. 104 10 103 6 | 100 10 QO Oerto) oxor02) 2a er ray co pxcon 7, TO5\ 02 96 9 107 0 95 6 2 6 96 8 IOI 2 
31st December, 1930 .. 100 3 99 «+21 97 1 99) ) Si ,t20) 5 97 10 | 109 8 | 107 10 100 2 92 10 99 6 87 5 ope 5} 93 7 96 9 
31st December, 1931 .. Sheu. 86 3 88 6 83) TT vrO2) (6: 85 4 98 9] 102 5 86 7 83 11 81 Io 80 3 85 3 83 11 86. x0 
ch, 1932 84 Ir 85 11 88 o 8x 6 99 10 84 5 98 2] 102 6 86 7 84 3 80 7 7B 9 85 0 3 860g 
31st March, 193 4 5 Seer, 
3oth June, 1932 Sdn 7 85 II 87 Ir BIS 99 10 84 1 97 II | 102 1 86 9 83 11 81 6 a9 2 85 0 83 4 85 8 
30th September, 1932.. 83 10 82.2 84 7 Ze 1 98 4 8r 2] 94 4 98 2 8r 5 78 7 8t 0 75 6 a7 4. 79 4 82 5 
31st December, 1932 .. 83 4 STOele Sd: weavers ES 98) (49), 80) 7/6 og. xr] 98 2 80 11 ie 79 6 74.9 76 5 48 31 ae ae 
31st March, 1933 82 8 80 10 | 83 9 76 9| 97 2 79 6| 93 2 97 6 80 4 77 6 78 2 74 10 76 0 eee 81 3 
30th June, 1933 83 8 82 o| 84 2 76 9 98 5 80 0 |] 93 3 97 4 Sr) 1 78 8 Bo 5 74 9 76 3 78 8 81 9 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
67 1,164 997 948 964 918 1,050 
th June, 191 a 1,154 I,116 1,077 1,031 1,243 1,086 1,275 1,26 7 405 1,079 
Sat. Dectavar tind ee 1,161 1,127 1,085 1,034 1,246 1,093 1,276 1,272 1,165 1,026 972 B85 935 1,054 1,085 
31st December, 1927 .. 2,039 2,006 1,944 1,917 2,216 1,977 2,202 2,142 2,012 1,900 2,021 1,839 1,820 1,872 1,955 
31st December, 1928 .. 2,028 1,993 1,947 1,939 2,299 1,964 2,191 2,143 1,994 1,878 2,014 1,869 1,820 1,874 1,959 
30th September, 1929.. 2,042 2,028 1,973 1,950 2,327 2,001 2,214 2,157 2,052 1,905 2,079 1,870 1,823 1,893 1,979 
332 xe 2,20. 2,157 2,052 1,888 2,087 1,863 1,804 1,886 1,97 
7 pees rare Bs ae tigaa wae fae 2278 11909 ts 2,104 1,955 1,812 1,941 1,706 1,780 1,826 1,889 
37st December, 1931 .. 1,669 1,683 | 1,727 | 1,638] 1,991 | 1,664 | 1,926 | 1,999 1,690 1,638 1,596 1,566 1,663 1,637 1,604 
aan March 1932 1,657 1,677 1,717 1,591 1,949 1,647 1,916 2,000 1,689 1,644 1,572 1,536 1,659 1,627 1,680 
30th June, 1932 A 1,650 1,677 1,716 1,589 1,949 1,641 T,g11 1,992 1,693 1,638 1,590 1,506 1,659 1,627 1,672 
; 2 8 1,608 
nber, 1932.. 1,636 1,612 1,650 1,510 1,918 1,584 1,841 1,916 1,589 1,532 1,580 1,474 1,510 1,54 : 
Se ae ts eet 1,589 1,642 1,507 1,918 1,572 1,833 1,916 1,579 Tae 1,552 1,458 1,492 1,540 1,597 
eee March 1933 1,612 1,577 1,634 1,498 1,895 1,551 1,818 1,903 1,567 1,502 1,525 1,460 1,483 1,520 1,585 
aoth June, 1933 1,632 1,600 1,642 1,498 1,920 1,560 1,820 1,899 1,582 1,535 1,569 1,458 1,488 1,534 1,595 
(a) Including the value of victualling and accommodation where supplied. (6) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. (c) Weighted average. 
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4. Adult Female Weekly Wages.—States, 1914-33.—The index-numbers 
given in the preceding paragraphs for male adult workers were computed 
with the weighted average wage in IgII as base (= 1,000) in order that 
comparisons might more readily be made between these index-numbers and 
the retail price index-numbers which are also computed to the year IQII as 
base. In the case of females, however, it has not been possible to secure 
information for years prior to 1914, and the index-numbers are therefore 
computed with the weighted average rate of wage payable to adult female 
workers in Australia at 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000). 


The following table shows the weighted average weekly rate of wage 
payable to adult female workers for a full week’s work in each State and 
Australia at the 30th June, 1914, and at the intervals specified to the 30th 
June, 1933. The table also gives index-numbers for each State based 
on the average weekly wage at the end of each of the periods indicated, 
computed with the weighted average wage for all States at the 30th April, 
IQI4, as base (= 1,000). 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work, and Wage Index-Numbers. 

Nore:—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia at 30th April, 1914, 

(278. 2d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 





























Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. | S.A. W.A,. Tas. feat 
No. of Occupations included 85 87 37 47 24 28 308 
RATES OF WAGE. 
8. d. 8. d. s. d ¥.. 4. 8. d. 6... 8. d 
goth June, 1914 ais 26 9 At 27.0 ZY. ee ¢ BY A: 25 10 27 2 
31st December, 1914 ata 26 10 27 9 27 1 24 EY dae? | 25 10 og 
31st December, 1927 us 53 0 Ee dena) 53 5 49 It 58 8 Ci aay 2 52 10 
31st December, 1928 oe 53° 7: 53 9 54 10 50 II 58 10 53 4 53 10 
30th September, 1929 oe 54 1 54 1 54 10 5I 3 58 ro 53) Wosas ae 
31st December, 1929 aA 53 IL 54 I 54 10 SEs 58 10 53 9 CY ee 
31st December, 1930 oe 53 8 53 6 52 00 i es 60 I 53 8 S30, 
31st December, 1931 ic 49 8 45 10 Pigg 5G Ayr oe See 45 8 ae 5 
31st March, 1932 oe 49 0 45 0 Aga AD 15 5t 4 44 10 46 8 
30th June, 1932 nes 49 0 447, 47 «I 41 10 50 0 44 4 46 5 
30th September, 1932 a 44 10 43 7 46 9 40 II 50 0 435 LEAS 
31st December, 1932 ae 44 8 43 0 46 9 40 II 49 7 43-4 44) SZ 
31st March, 1933 aa 44.5 42 9 46 6 40 8 48 4 45 2 43 10 
30th June, 1933 at 44 6 42 IL 46 7 40 8 48 2 4g) 2 43 It 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 














30th June, 1914 AG 984 1,006 993 885 1,373 950 1,000 
31st December, 1914 we 987 1,022 996 885 1,373 950 1,008 
31st December, 1927 ee 1,950 1,934 1,966 1,838 2,160 1,935 1,945 
31st December, 1928 a 1,973 1,979 2,017 1,875 2,164 1,964 1,980 
30th September, 1929 At 1,992 1,989 2,020 1,887 2,165 1,973 1,992 
31st December, 1929 a6 1,983 1,990 2,020 1,888 2,165 1,978 1,990 
31st December, 1930 oo 1,974 1,968 1,947 1,884 2,211 1,976 1,971 
31st December, 1931 pies 1,828 1,688 1,765 1,584 1,900 1,681 1,746 
31st March, 1932 SE 1,803 1,656 1,733 1,543 1,888 1,650 1,716 
goth June, 1932 58 1,803 1,640 15735 1,540 1,839 1,632 1,707 
30th September, 1932 ae 1,649 1,603 1,720 1,505 1,839 1,597 1,635 
31st December, 1932 aa 1,644 1,583 1,720 1,505 1,826 1,595 1,624 
31st March, 1933 a3 1,634 1,574 1,713 1,496 1,779 1,588 1,614 
3oth June, 1933 a 1,637 1,579 1,713 1,497 1,772 1,590 1,616 











(a) Weighted average. (b) Highest weighted average weekly rate recorded for Australia. 
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s. Adult Female Weekly Wages—Industrial Groups: 1914-88.—The 
following table shows the weighted average weekly zrate of wage payable 
to adult female workers at the 30th June and 31st December, 1914, and 
at the periods specified for the years 1927 to 1933, in the industrial groups 
in which females are mainly employed, and in all groups combined. Taking 
the average wage for all groups at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= 1,000), 
index-numbers are given, computed on the average rate of wage ruling at 
the end of each period. 


Wages—Adult Females—Weighted Average Nominal Weekly Rate payable for a Full 
Week’s Work and Wage Index-Numbers in each Industrial Group. 


Nore.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and all industrial groups, based 
on the average wage for all groups at 30th April 1914 (27s. 2d.), as base ( = 1,000). 
The index-numbers in this table are comparable throughout. 








INDUSTRIAL GROUP. 


















































Date. MI. . [tet Vo) xO, | ry 
Food, ..| Clothing. .|.an other || Domest | jeamtscai. eae 
y ots, ae otels, Tancae Groups.(o) 
ete. ete . etc.(a) : ‘ 
facturing. 
RATES OF WAGE. 

8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8s. d sd 8. d. 
soth June, 1914 ee ae 22 6 24 9 26 II gr x 30 2 ote 
31st December, 1914 “<a 23 «5 24 IT Zip ie} 301 62 Sree 27 5 
31st December, 1927 ae 48 9 52 7 53 2 EY st 52 8 52 10 
gist December, 1928 oT, 49 3 54 2 53 1 55 1 52 10 53 10 
30th September, 1929 se 49 5 54 6 54 IL SC 53 4 54.2 
31st December, 1929 ats 49 4 54 4 53 12 54 9 53 I0 540 t 
31st December, 1930 ote 48 4 54 2 5a°-7 54 2 52 10 Sse 
31st December, 1931 ae 44 64 45 5 46 II 50 9 49 10 47. 5 
31st March, 1932 ote eke ASUEr 44.0 45 Ir 50 8 49 10 46 8 
3oth June, 1932 60 ae 43 3 43 It 45 10 50 4 49 3 46 5 
30th September, 1932 Jt 4I 2 ay 44 3 7 fo) 
31st December, 1932 56 4I 0 2a 44 2 4 : ye: ° rh 2 
31st March, 1933 an are 40 II 2) 0 43 8 45 II 47 0 43 Io 
30th June, 1933 ne 2 

, 3 os BA 4 Claes Behe 44 2 46 0 47 0 43 11 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
30th June, 1914 ais ais 828 git 991 Tu I,II0 
31st December, 1914 ate 862 917 994 ae 1153 ae 
aaa icerapek, 1927 oe 1,793 1,936 1,958 2,001 1,937 1,945 
31st December, 1928 ae 1,813 1,993 1,954 2,029 1,946 1,980 
30th September, 1929 ate 1,819 2,006 1,984 2,029 1,963 1,992 
Bet Decne sae We ee ce ae rr fmm oe 
> oo 377 : 3934 I, 
318t December, 1931 aS 1,630 1,672 reek B60 eee so 
oe eee 1932 xs ate 1,617 1,620 1.691 1,865 1,834 11716 
30 une, 1932 50 OF 1,591 1,617 1,686 1,853 1,817 1,707 
oth Sept 
on pon beenery 2032 ie 1,515 1,562 1,629 1,742 1,730 1,635 
set Mach + 193 ne 1,508 1,559 1,625 1,700 1,730 1,624 
Sob Surle rere on AS 1,507 1,544 1,608 1,689 1,730 1,614 
51933. oo.) anaes 1544 1,625 1,695 1,730 1,616 
(a) Including the value of board and lodging where supplied. (b) Weighted average. 


__6. Hours of Labour and Hourly Rates of Wage, 31st December, 1932.— 
(i.) General_—The rates of wage referred to in the preceding paragra hs are 
the minimum payable for a full week’s work. The number of oud 
stituting a full week’s work differs, however, in many instances, becca 
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various trades and occupations in each State, and between the same trades 
and occupations in the several States. To secure what may be for some 
purposes a better comparison, the results in the preceding paragraphs are 
herein reduced to a common basis, viz., the rate of wage per hour in industrial 
groups In each State and in all States. In the Appendix (Sections IV. and V.) 
details are given of the number of hours worked per week in the various 
industries. The following tables give the average number of hours per week 
for each State in industrial groups. 


The tables show (a) the average weekly wage, (b) the average number 
of working hours per week for a full week’s work, and (c) the average hourly 
wage for adult male and female workers in each State and industrial group 
except Groups XI. (Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Pastoral, Agricultural, etc.). 
Many of the occupations included in the latter two groups are of a casual 
or seasonal nature, and the hours of labour are not generally regulated 
either by awards or determinations of industrial tribunals or otherwise, 
hence the necessary definite particulars for the computation of average 
working time and hourly rates of wage are not available. 


For purposes of comparison the general effect of reducing the weighted 
average tates of wage to a common basis (i.e., per hour) is to eliminate 
differences between the several States due to unequal working time. 


(ii.) Adult Males—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult male workers 
and the weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1932 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Males—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3ist December, 1932. 





Industrial Groups. Particulars.(a) | N.S.W.| Vic. | Qld. | S.A. | W.A.| Tas. ee 





Weekly Wage 88/5 | 78/5 }o2/xx | 71/8 | 77/8 | 79/9 | 83/4 
Working Hours | 45.74 |47.97 |44.03 |48.00 |46.58 |47.90 |46.46 
Hourly Wage 1/114) 1/74 | 2/14 1/6 1/8 1/8 | 1/9} 


I. Wood, Furniture, etc. .. 


Weekly Wage 85/5 | 77/2 | 89/7 | 72/1 |84/10 80/1x |81/6 
Working Hours} 44.03 [46.68 |44.00 |46.63 |44.45 |45.04 [45.25 
Hourly Wage 1/1134] 1/73] 2/03] 1/63) x/11| 1/94] x/9% 


Weekly Wage 86/5 | 7 
Working Hours | 44.35 |46. 
Hourly Wage 1/113| 1 


II. Engineering, Metal 
Works, etc. 


5 | 88/o | 82/2 | 84/2 | 82/7 | 84/2 
III. Food, Drink, ete. 6 |45.00 |46.36 |45.80 147.94 145.57 
83] 1/114| 1/94] 1/10 1/83] 1/10} 
Weekly Wage 76/7 | 77/1 | 78/2 | 78/2 | 85/4 | 74/0 | 77/3 
IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. Working Hours | 44.00 |45.17 |44.00 |44.00 |44.00 46.29 144.54 
Hourly Wage 1/9 1/83] 1/93| 1/9}| 1/114] 1/74] 1/83 
Weekly Wage 1o1/8 | 96/2 |101/4 85/1|106/3 |87/11 | 98/3 
Working Hours | 43.38 |43.63 |44.00 |43.68 |42.79 |43-35 |43.53 
Hourly Wage 2/4 2/2k| 2/32] 1/113| 2/52] 2/0t) 2/3 


Weekly Wage 84/3 | 76/2 | 84/8 | 76/8 | 83/2 | 81/8 | 80/7 
Working Hours | 45.29 |47.21 |45.16 147.25 |46.03 46.94 |46.21 
Hourly Wage x/10}| 1/73] 1/103] 1/73) 1/9%] 1/9 1/9 


V. Books, Printing, etc. 


VI. Other Manufacturing 


Weekly Wage 100/7 | 87/7 |103/4 | 82/4 | 89/6 | 84/3 |93/z1z 


VII. Building Working Hours | 43.66 |44.33 |44-00 |44.44 |44-13 |44.59 |44.04 


Hourly Wage 2/32 | 1/118] 2/44] 1/10}| 2/03] 1/10%) 2/14 
Weekly Wage 103/1 |84/10 |112/5 (e) | 95/1 | 92/3 | 98/2 
VIII. Mining(d) Working Hours | 42-95 |45-33 |43-47 .. 143-65 [44.83 143.72 
F Hourly Wage 2/4% | 1/104] 2/7 aia 2/24] 2/o%| 2/3 


Weekly Wage 83/9 | 77/1 | 86/3 | 73/5 |81/11 74/6 80/11 
Working Hours | 44.00 |47.59 |47-37 |48.00 |43-79 |48.00 |45.94 


IX. Railand Tram Services. . -5¢ O 79 
Hourly Wage 1/102] 1/7 | 1/92 | 1/64 | 1/103) 1/62 | 1/9% 


Weekly Wage 84/4 | 70/8 | 86/3 | 68/r | 80/2 } 68/7 | 78/3 
X. Other Land Transport .. Working Hours} 44.00 |47.73 |48.00 |48.00 |46.50 45.00 46.22 
Hourly Wage 1/1 | 1/52 | 1/93 1/5 1/82| 1/54) 1/8t 
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Industrial Groups. 


XI. Shipping, etc. 4 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, 
etc, 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. . 


XIV. Miscellaneous . . 


Rates or WaGcE anpD Hours oF LABOUR. 

















All Groups ae as 


All Groups excepting XI. 
and XII, 








Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Males—Weighted Average Rates bs Wage 
Payable and Weekly Hours of Labour, 81st December, 1932—conlinued. 
| | > Aus- 
Particulars.(a) | N.S.W.) Vic. | Qld. S.A. | W.A.| Tas tralia. 
eg ta E | - 
Weekly Wage(c)| 80/2 | 79/z | 78/6 | 80/3 78/2 | 79/7 | 79/6 
.4 | Working Hours i Ss re in : nit t. 
| Hourly Wage .+ 
Weekly Wage(d)| 75/1 | 71/8 | 81/6 | 66/6 | 72/3 | 74/2 74/9 
Working Hours Ae a5 re AG ne ays ar 
| Hourly Wage | ae 
Weekly Wage(d)) 70/7 | 73/1 | 78/7 \70/x0 | 78/0 | 65/9 76/5 
- Working Hours | sneer pale 7.80 |48.00 48.00 48.00, 46.39 
Hourly Wage | 1/93, 1/62] 1/78) 1/58) 1/78]. 1/43) 2/78 
| | 
Weekly Wage 81/4 | 77/5 | 85/6 69/11 75/8 |72/10 |78/r1r 
vik Working Hours! 44.54 |47.74 |45-22 |47-84 |47.23 47.88 |46.20 
Hourly Wage 1/10 | x/73| 1/10#| 1/54 1/74} 1/64] 1/84 
| | | 2 ; 
| Weekly Wage | 84/x11 |77/10 | 88/5 72/7 | 81/9 | 78/x |8x/x0 
| | ; ‘ 
Weekly Wage | 87/6 | 79/1 | 91/6 |73/10 |83/r10 79/8 |83/10 
Working Hours | 44.19 |46.86 |44.99 146.83 |45.5I |46.75 145.49 
| Hourly Wage 1/114] 1/8t| 2/03] 1/7 | 1/10 1/84] 1/10 

















(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly wage, working hours, and hourly wage respec- 


tively. 


(b) Average rates of wage and hours prevailing at the principal mining centres in each State. 


(c) Average rates of wage are for occupations other than Masters, Officers, and I[ngineers in the 


Merchant Marine Service, and include value of victualling and 


(d) Including the estimated value of board and lodging where supplied. 


owing to low prices of industrial metals. 


accommodation, 


where provided. 


(e) Mining industry dormant 


Very few workpeople employed regularly in metalliferous mining. 


(iii.) Adult Females.—The following table shows the weighted average 
nominal weekly and hourly rates of wage payable to adult female workers, 
and weekly hours of labour at the 31st December, 1932 :— 


Weekly and Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Females—Weighted Average Rates of Wage 
payable, and Weekly Hours of Labour, 3ist December, 1932. 





Industrial Groups. 





III. Food, Drink, etc. 5 4 

IV. Clothing, Boots, etc. . 4 
Te, Wh vig eV { 
All other Manufacturing 


XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. . 


XIV. Shop Assistants, Clerks, 
etc. 








All Groups An 


(a) Particulars relate to the average weighted weekly rates of wage, working hours, an 
(b) Including the value of board and lodging, where supplied, in order that 


respectively. 


























Particulara.a | N.3.W.| Vic. | Qld. | 8.4. | W.a.| Tas. | AUS: 
Weekly Wage 41/6 | 41/8 | 40/5 | 34/3 | 38/x 

eekly 5 | 34 3 36/6 | 4x/o 
Working Hours 44.80 [47.33 |45.00 148.00 |44.00 |48.00 ates 
Hourly Wage 0/Ir | 0/10}) 0/10f| 0/83] 0/103| 0/9 | 0/102 
Weekly Wage 43/3 | 41/5 | 42/7 | 42/7 / 

veekls 2 2/7 \45/10 | 40/. 2 
Working Hours 44.00 |44.86 |44.00 |44.00 eae 00 ao ee 
Hourly Wage 0/11}) 0/xx | 0/113] 0/114! 1/03) 0/103 o/11t 
Weekly Wage 42/5 | 45/8 | 44/4 | 42/0 

! ty / 2 45/0 2 
Working Hours | 44.19 145.73 |44.14 46.19 On ware 
Hourly Wage 0/113} 1/o t/o | 0/11 1/o}| 0/11} 
Weekly Wage(b)} 45/0 | 45/7 48/ 8 

veekly £ 15/ 3 | 38/3 | 53/9 | 50/6 | 46/2 
Working Hours | 43.38 |46.15 |46.00 |48.00 47.20 Pye ee 
Hourly Wage 1/ok |0/11$ | r/o} | o/ok | x/12 | x of | 1/ot 
Weekly Wage 48/5 | 44/9 | 54/6 /. 
Working Hours | 44.00 |46.00 ae Kien 47fS 
Hourly Wage 1/1% |o/1rZ | 1/22 | 0/10 Be 
Weekly Wage 44/8 | 43/0 | 46/9 / / 

: a 79 |40/1I | 49/7 / 
Working Hours | 43.93 |45-44 |44.56 |46.03 naeee Be 4Al2 
Hourly Wage | x/ot Jo/rrt | x/ok Jo/rod [37% [S20 (44:88 

| 


comparable with those paid in other industries. 








d hourly wage 
the rate may ide 
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4. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—States, 1891 to 1932.—The following 
table shows the average weekly rate of wage payable to adult male workers 
in each State from 18gI to 1932. The wages given in this table relate to 
the 31st December in each year. 


Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers. 


Notr.—Index-numbers based on the average wage for Australia in 1911 (51s. 3d.) 
as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 






























































Particulars. 1891.) 190%.| 1907.| 19II.| 1914.| 1920.| 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929.| 1930. |1931. | 1932. 
#. d.| ¢. d.| @: @.| 8. a.) 3. d.| 8. d.| 6. djs. djs. djs. djs. a) 8. djs. d. 

N.S. Wales .. [44 1143 11/46 7/5r 5|56 2194 Olr00 5/Ior roj102 7/102 I1j 99 1/93 5|84 IL 
Victoria «. [40 5140 9/43 11/50 6/54 7/86 1] 99 6)100 3) 99 8)r0r 1] 96 11/82 2|77 ro 
Queensland .. |46 6/46 2/46 ro|5x 1/53 5|9% 6|100 x\/r00 I\ror 2\10r 2] 92 5/89 o/88 5 
8. Australia .. {4x 7/42 0/43 11/5I 11/54 5 82 8] 95 8] 96 7| 96 2] 97 Oo] 92 8175 O72 7 
W. Australia .. |52 4/53 11/53 11/59 0/62 10/89 9] 98 9] 98 10] 99 6)100 7] 99 7|/84 1/8r 9 
Tasmania .. 138 6136 10/37 1/4 0/52 8/85 9] 94 10] 93 10] 93 3] 94 8) 92 1179 9/78 1X 
Australia(a) [43 5/43 5145 9/52 3/55 7/89 10| 99 4/100 2\100 5)r0r 2) 96 9/86 ro/8r 10 











InpEx-NUMBERS. 


rrr Trey /anEEEREEEEETT (EEERRERERERETNT DEE TERRE? 


N.S. Wales .. 86x] 858] gro] 1,003] 1,096] 1,835] 1,959 | 1,988 | 2,001 | 2,007 | 1,933 | 1,823] 1,657 




















Victoria 0 789| 796| 857] 985] 1,065] 1,679] 1,941 | 1,957 | 1,944 | 1,972 | 1,891 | 1,603] 1,518 
Queensland .. 908] 901] 914] 997| 1,042| 1,785] 1,952 | 1,953 | 1,974 | 1,975 | 1,803 | 1,737] 1,726 
8. Australia .. 8x1] 819} 858] 1,013] 1,062| 1,613] 1,867 | 1,885 | 1,877 | 1,896 1,807 | 1,463] 1,416 
W. Australia .. | 1,022] 1,052| 1,053] 1,152| 1,226) 1,751| 1,927 | 1,928 | 1,941 | 1,963 | 1,943 | 1,641) 1,595 
Tasmania aie 751| 719| 725| 799] 1,028| 1,674) 1,851 | 1,832 | 1,820 | 1,848 | 1,797 | 1,556) 1,523 

Australia(a) 848] 848] 893] 1,000} 1,085] 1,752| 1,938 | 1,955 | 1,959 | 1,974 | 1,887 | 1,694] 1,597 





























(a) Weighted average. 


8. Average Nominal Weekly Wage—Industrial Groups, 1891 to 1982.— 
The following table shows for various years the average weekly wages payable 
in each industrial group. The wages relate to the 31st December in each 
year. 


Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Mele Workers in each 
Industrial Group. 
Norr.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all industrial groups are 
based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (518. 3d.) as base ( = 1,000). The 
index-numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 






















































































Particulars. | 1891.| 1901.| 1907.| 1911.| 1914.| 1920. | 1926. | 1927. 1928, | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 
8.d.| 8. a. # d.| 8: d.\ #. d.| 8. @:| 8: -di| es djs. de. dire. djs. djs. da. 

Group I. |52 5/52 3/53 9/57 8159 6| 95 1/104 5\104 6/103 11/104 ro|jr100 3) 85 7| 83 4 
op II. [47 8/48 5!49 9/54 6157 9| 92 5|102 oO/1o02 Io}102 1/103 99 | 86 3] 8x “6 

» WT. 138 2/44 7/46 3150 9/55 8] 89 3! 98 9] 99 8) 99 9100 10) 97 1 88 6) 84 2 
” IV. 136 8/36 3143 10/50 3/53 0] 86 5| 96 6| 98 3] 99 4) 99 6| 99 5) 83 11) 77 3 
a V. 153 5|/5I O|5% 9/58 12/63 IO} 99 6/11X 5)113  7/II7 IO|II9 1jr116 5|102 o}| 98 3 
a VI. 146 4/46 5/46 4/5x 11/56 0} 88 11/100 6/101 4}100 8/102 2} 97 10 85. 4| 80 7. 

ai VII. |50 6/53 10/56 7\62 1/65 5) 95 7X10 8/112 TO/TI2 4/113 Oj}109 8] 98 9] 93 IL 

“ VIII. |58 1154 8/57 3/6r 2/65 2/103 Io/10g 6/109 9g)109 IO/IIO 7|/I07 IoO|102 § 98 2 

: IX. {50 10/52 4/52 7/57 0159 8) 93 I\r02 6/103 1/102 2/105 2/100 2 86 7| 80 Ir 

” X. |39 6140 9|4r 8146 7/52 8! 87 3/95 6! 97 4] 96 3] 96 9] 92 To] 83 x1) 78 3 
on XI. {38 2/38 5/40 4144 7/49 10) 88 oj}103 7/103 7/103 3/107 0} 99 6| 8x 10| 79 6 
” XII. 134 10/32 1137 5143 0149 5| 87 2| 93 5| 94 3] 95 9] 95 6) 87 5] 80 3] 74 9 
» XIII. [32 10/30 8/3 2/45 5/47 11] 80 6) 90 10) 93 3) 93 3} 92 6| 9x 3] 85 3} 76 5 
»  AIV. 139 7/38 r0l4x 7/47 7/54 ©} 84 11/ 95 6) 96 © 96 1| 96 8| 93 7| 83 11) 78 Ir 
ALL GROUPS 143 5143 5/45 915% 3/55 7| 89 10) 99 4/100 2/100 S/1or 2 96 9] 86 xo] 81 10 

(a) 








(a) Weighted average. 
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Average Nominal Weekly Rates of Wage payable to Adult Male Workers in each 


Industrial Group—continued. 
Nore.—Index-numbers for each industrial group and for all 
based on the average wage for all groups in 1911 (51s. 3d,) as base 
numbers in the table are comparable throughout. 
InpEX-NUMBERS. 


industrial groups are 
(= 1000). The index- 





| 
Industrial Group. 1891. 1901./1907. I9II./ 1914. 1920.|1926.|1927.|1928.|1929.)/1930.|1931.| 1932. 





| 

I. Wood, Furniture, etc. |1,023 I,019|1,049 1,125) 1,161)1,855|2,037|2,039 2,028/2,046/1,956|1,669] 1,627 
II. Engineering, Metal 
Works, etc. ar 931: 945) 971,/1,064/1,127 1,803] 1,991|2,006/1,993)2,019/1,933 1,683] 1,589 

III. Food, Drink, etc. .. 745  871| 902) 991|1,085)1,742|1,926|1,944/1,947/1,967 1,894/1,727| 1,642 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, | 
etc. bu .. | 716 708) 856 981|1,034|1,687)1,883/1,917|1,939]1,942/1,940 1,638] 1,507 

V. Books, Printing, etc. |1.043 996 TONG 149 1,246]1,041|2,173)/2,216|2,299|2,323|2,271|1,991| 1,918 


VI. Other Manufacturin 904 907} 905 1,013|1,093]1,736|1,961|1,977|1,964|1,994|1,909 1,664] 1,572 
VII. Building .. Ag 986 1,050/1,105 1,213|/1,276|1,865|2,160/2,202|2,191|2,205|2,139)1,926] 1,833 
VIII. Mining Ae .» |1,134 1,067)1,217,1,194|1,272|2,026|2,137|2,142/2,143/2,157|/2,104|1,999 1,916 
IX. Rail and Tram Ber- 
vices at 56 992 I.021|1,027 I,113|I,165|1,816|2,001|2,012|1,994|2,052|1,955|1,690| 1,579 

X. Other Land Transport | 772 795) 813) g10|1,026|1,702|1,863]|1,900] 1,878} 1,888) 1,812/1,638| 1,527 

rail | 

XI. Shipping, etc. ae 743\ 751| 787, 873| 972|1,716|2,020|2,021|2,014|2,087|1,941|1.596] 1,552 
XII. Agricultural, Pastoral, | 
etc. ces S60 680 627) 730, 839] 965|1,699|1,823|1,839|1,869|1,863]1,706) 1,566) 1,458 

XIII. Domestic, Hotels, ete. 64I, 598) 608 887] 935/1,571|1,772|1,820|1,820|1,804/1,780 1,663] 1,492 
XIV. Miscellaneous ; 773. 759, 812) 929|1,054|1,656|1,863|1,872]1,874]/1,886/1,826 1,637] 1,540 






































All Groups(@)... Ge) 848) 893 1,000]1,085]1,752|1,938)1,955|1,959|1,974|1,887|1,694) 1,597 








(a) Weighted average. 


g. Hourly Rates of Wages (a)—1914-1932.—The following table shows 
the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage payable to adult male 
workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers. 
Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Australia—3oth 
April, 1914 (13.96d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 


comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest 
farthing. 








New 7 

Date South | Victoria. | Queens | South | Western | Tas, | australe 

Bh || ee EVR |p ce ek &., d| Pal eid S| ae 

30th April, 1914 .. ie 7 I 1} ne all (es een Go any ilies Gus Ps Deez 
31st December, 1919 ree GA il ert oye 59 I 5% I 7 Tere I 7t 

» 9 1920 2) I 10 Zenon: zr 82 I 114 I 10 1 on 
sp 6 192 2 12 |) 25104 | 2) 2 I 10} ret Immis | 2 of 
: = 1922 2 of x rr} 2 it I 10} 2 of I 10} 2710 
” Ap 1923 2 (Of) 2% x 2 x4 I rd 2 of I riz 2 of 
o 5 1924 EOP) Py Ht 2 4 I m1} 2 of Img] «2 of 
” ” 1925 2 If 2 14 2 3 2 of 2 m4 2 0 2 It 
ro a 19269)" 92) S32 owns 2 4 2 of 2 BLA Fo Hosa eae. 
” » 1927 2 33, 2 Pao oa, ee 2 i 22k | 2) ots) 2 2% 
4 ce 1928 Zeer A Qa 2A Gh Gt 2 22 2 0 aes} 
” ” 1929 244 2 2 2 4 2 if 2 2} 2 of 2 153 
” ” 1930 2 29\. (2. ad le 2 ee oto 2 23 Sipaiser ifs ode itr: 
” ” T93TS) 2) (2H Ee OF.) 2! of |) Sy hal” Paros Ol Oy eee aed 
» ”» 1932 LOS stems Cycle Wegee top ee | at ty I 10 r 84| 1 10 


























(a) Weighted average computed hourly rates of wage f ies = : 
X1. (Shipping, etc.), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, Ecohae Workieereee woe Sarangi Groups 
regulated by industrial tribunals for occupations classified in Industrial Groups XI. cides efaaeelly 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Male Workers—continued. 
Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly wage for Australia—3oth 
April, 1914 (13.96d.) as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 


























New 
7 A Queens- South Western Tas- é 
Date. oe Victoria. land. Australia. Australia. patie Australia. 
Ree ee ee 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 
30th April, 1914 .. 998 980 963 991 I,170 933 I,000 
31st December, 1919 | 1,405 | 1,332 1,512 1,262 1,408 1,259 1,378 
” ” 1920 | 1,725 1,579 1,753 1,492 1,686 1,567 1,655 
a +5 1921 1,817 1,741 1,865 1,637 1,796 1,675 1,779 
7] - 1922 1,735 1,709 1,803 1,621 1,766 1,628 1,726 
6 a 1923 | 1,775 1,790 1,808 1,676 1,754 1,696 L772 
7 ae 1924 1,761 1,790 1,838 1,709 ean 1,706 1,774 
SS oe 1925 1,808 1,823 1,988 1,761 1,827 1,723 1,829 
i “1 1926 | 1,944 1,864 1,997 1,776 1,878 1,746 I,g0o 
YD “5 1927 1,980 1,880 1,998 1,800 1,882 Te 7ot 1,920 
nh H 1928 2,004 1,867 2,001 1,788 T,916 1,728 1,928 
45 a 1929 | 2,011 1,895 2,001 1,808 1,923 1,751 1,940 
a . 1930 1,912 1,813 1,846 1,724 1,922 1,708 1,851 
5 “5 1931 1,873 1,527 1,749 1,383 1,617 1,480 1,676 
% es 1932 | 1,701 1,451 1,748 1,355 1,584 1,464 | 1,584 














10. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Males.—The 
following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour (exclusive 
of overtime) in a full working week for male workers in each State and 
Australia at the 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1919 to 1932. 
Index-numbers are given for each State, based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours - 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= I,000). 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked by Adult 
Male Workers during a Full Working Week, and Hours Index-Numbers. 
Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 
the 30th April 1914 (48.93), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. 











New ~ : 

s Queens- South Western Tas- Australia. 
Date. Boney Victoria. land, Australia. | Australia.| mania. (a) 

30th April, 1914 .. | 49-42 48.80 | 48.78 48.60 47-78 48.62 48.93 


31st December, 1919 | 47-77 47-30 | 46.19 | 47-58 47-60 47-89 47-41 
1920 | 47-51 47-19 | 45-63 | 47-29 46.53 | 47-33 | 47-97 








on =F 1921 | 45.66 | 46.95 45-52 47-07 46.24 46.84 46.22 
” ” 1922 | 46.05 46.99 45-51 47.00 40.41 46.93 46.38 
” ” 1923 | 46.73 47.06 45-51 47.00 46.66 47-27 46.70 
nO nA 1924 | 46.75 46.99 45-40 46.98 46.52 47.26 46.66 
” ” 1925 | 46.70 | 46.98 | 43-88] 46.97 | 46.26 | 47.25 | 46-44 
D B 1926 | 44.55 | 46.94 | 43-95 | 46-95 | 45-80 | 47-27 | 45-57 
” » 1927 | 44-44 | 46.82 | 43.96 | 46-7 45-75 | 47-16 | 45-46 
" ” 1928 | 44.17 | 46.70] 43.96] 46.67 | 45.30] 46.85 | 45-27 
% os 1929 | 44.14 | 46.83 | 43.96] 46.83 | 45-58 | 47-09 | 45-34 
” ” 1930 | 45.64 | 46.85 | 44.43 | 46-83 |. 45-55 | 47-09) 45 .98 
» ” 1931 | 44.22 | 46.88 | 44.98 | 46.83 | 45-55 | 46-76 | 45-5! 
FS ” 1932 | 44.19 | 46.86] 44.99 | 46.83 | 45-51 | 46-75 | 45-49 


























(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups D.3 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) in which working hours have not been generally 


regulated by industrial tribunals. 
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) Worked ny Ait 
Male Workers during a Full Working Week, and Hours Index-Numbers—con/11ec 


Norr.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for ee at 
the 30th April, 1914 (48.93), as base (= 1,000). The index numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. : 























| 
New bs allt aiteerise | South | Western | Tas- | avstrali 
Date mpd WOE a | aes Waictcatias | mania, aa mee 
INDEX-NUMBERS. 

30th April, 1914 .. | I,o10 997 997 993 976 994 1008) 
31st December, 1919 976 968 044 972 973 979 969 
” ” 1920 97 964 933 966 951 967 962 
” ” 1g21 933 960 930 962 945 957 945 
> A 1922 941 960 930 Q61 948 959 948 
” ” 1923 955 962 930 961 954 966 954 
” » 1924 955 960 928 960 951 966 954 
” ” 1925 956 960 897 960 945 966 949 
” " 1926 gIo 959 898 960 936 966 931 
” » 1927 908 957 898 956 935 964 929 
” ” 1928 903 954 898 954 926 957 925 
” ” 1929 go2 957 898 957 932 962 927 
” ” 1930 933 958 908 957 931 962 940 
» ” 1931 904 958 919 957 931 956 930 
es m1 1932 993 958 919 957 930 955 930 




















(a) Weighted average working hours per week for all industrial groups excepting Groups XI. 
(Shipping), and XII. (Agricultural, Pastoral, etc.) in which working hours have not been generaily 
regulated by industrial tribunals. 


11. Hourly Rates of Wage, 1914 to 1932—Adult Females.—The follow- 
ing table shows the weighted average nominal hourly rates of wage 
payable to adult female workers in each State at the dates specified. 


Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers. 


Norr.—Index-numbers based on the average hourly rate of wage for Australia 
at 30th April 1914 (6.64d.), as base (= 1,000). The index-numbers in the table are 
comparable throughout. ‘The rates of wage per hour are shown to the nearest farthing. 


























New 
7 F Queens- South Western Tas- ; 
Date. pout Pectoral es Taricom | Atastralte|(e Australia: minnie, Australia, 
s. d. 8. d. 8. d. perk Sa de Swe ane 
30th April, 1914 .. © 63 © 6] © 6%] oO 5%] © ot] o 6 o 6} 
31st December, 1919 | 0 10] © 8$} oO of] oO 8h] ont o 8 °o of 
. + 1920 o 11Z/ © I1} o 11¢ 0 ro} r 1} o 10} o 11f 
x A) 1921 ny Re I of i mf] o 113 I 23 Io I of 
- i 1922 I of I of I of | o x13 I 2} TO Io 
i » 1026 ete eee ROL) |X 1d) | 1. 6 Ty 28a ot ere 
” ” 1924 I o} Zot I 1} 1G) I 23 I of Lok 
” ” 1925 II I 1} ri 2 I o} I 34 ne o} I 1} 
” ” p20 eee alema Te |X 2h | x. She Wy Ox te 
” ” 1927 I 2} I 1} I 24 TeX I 34 I It i 59 
” Ss NE Oe a ee ey ee es ee a 
” oom elmemecetioets 5 ols th | 3 32) 2 2° | 7 oe 
” ” 1930 rI2 I2 I 24 I 1} I 3% a2 Te 
» See eames ea OTE {I tt.) 's 9 |g age 
” ” 1932 I of ° Tr} I o} ° 1oZ rag ce) 11} fe) ions 

! 
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Average Nominal Hourly Rates of Wage—Adult Female Workers—continued. 
t New r . Queens- South Western Tas- 
HENS soe ECOL. land. Australia. | Australia. mania. EME 
JNDEX- NUMBERS. 
30th April, 1914 980 1,021 976 881 1,386 920 1,000 
31st December, 1919 1,523 1,307 1,483 1,262 1,639 TSAI I,410 
” ” 920%) 5777. 1,685 1,761 1,578 2,009 1,580 1,730 
” ” 192I | 1,965 1,878 1,989 1,770 2,215 1,794 1,923 
sh D 1922 1,899 1,881 1,908 1,726 2,215 1,797 1,889 
» ” 1923 | 1,943 1,937 1,997 1,815 2,215 1,831 1,944 
nb) a 1924 1,929 1,943 2,017 1,821 R230 1,898 1,949 
os a 1925 1,944 2,000 2,125 1,913 2,280 1,893 1,995 
55 “5 1926 2,080 2,059 2,169 1,959 2,319 1,952 2,078 
” ” 1927 | 2,175 2,084 2,193 1,958 2,327 1,985 2,125 
5 o 1928 | 2,205 2,140 2,250 2,003 25383 2,092 Ze 
oi re 1929 | 2,218 2,154 2,252 2,015 2,333 2,108 2,182 
fe 5 1930 | 2,113 2,027) alae 2,011 2,383 2,105 2,128 
cp An 1931 2,044 1,822 1,943 1,688 2,045 1,791 1,910 
> = t99 1932 1,837 aig AS 1,863 1,605 1,967 1,700 1,777 


























12. Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour—Adult Females.— 
The following table shows the weighted average nominal hours of labour 
(exclusive of overtime) in a full working week for female workers in each 
State and Australia at 30th April, 1914, and at 31st December, 1919 to 1932. 
Index-numbers are given for each State based on the average weekly hours 
at each of the periods specified, computed with the weighted average hours 
of labour for all States at the 30th April, 1914, as base (= I,000). 


Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour (exclusive of Overtime) worked by Adult 


Female Workers during a Full Working Week. 


Nore.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of labour for Australia at 
30th April, 1914 (49.08), as base (= 1,000). 
comparable throughout. 


The index-numbers in the table are 




















New = Ss Ves Tas- 

IIARE ae ues Wictona: aaeae Avesta: duatealia. imei Australia. 

30th April, 1914 49.34. | 48-54 | 49-32 | 49-33] 48-69 | 50-76 | 49.08 
31st December, 1919 | 47-53 47-63 46.76 | 47.67 48.12 49.28 47-54 
7 An 1920 | 46.83 46.23 | 46.09 | 46.51 46.20 47.86 46.47 
AS + Ig2I | 45.00 40.04 45.66 46.10 45-97 47.86 45.69 
1 a 1922 | 45-33 46.14 45-60 | 46.10 | 45.97 47.86 45.82 
5 i 1923 | 45.81 46.13 45-60 | 46.10 | 45.97 47.86 45.98 
7 a3 1924 | 45.98 46.08 | 45.60 | 46.10 | 45.97 47-86 40.02 
> ” 1925 | 46.17 | 45.83 | 44.00| 46.10] 45.57 | 47-86] 45.78 
Pe y 1926 | 44.02 45-60 44.01 46.10 | 45-57 47.86 44.94 
a ” 1927 | 44.02 | 45.58| 44.01 | 46.10 | 45.57 | 47-86 | 44.94 
» » 1928 | 43.93 | 45-40| 44-01 | 46.03 | 45-57 | 46-07 | 44-79 
a9 ” 1929 | 43-93 | 45-40] 44.01 | 46.03 | 45.57 | 46-07 | 44.79 
= » 1930 | 45-85 | 45-44 | 44-01 | 46.03] 45-57 | 46.07 | 45-48 
» 1931 | 43-93 | 45-44 | 44-56 | 46.03 | 45-57 | 46-07] 44.88 
3 9 1932 | 43-93 | 45-44 | 44-56] 46.03 | 45-57 | 46.07] 44-88 
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Weighted Average Nominal Hours of Labour {exclusive of Overtime) worked by Adult 
Female Workers during a Full Working Week—continued. 


pour for Australia at 


Norz.—Index-numbers based on the average hours of ee in the. tabieuene 


3oth April, 1914 (49.08), as base (= 1,000). ‘The index-num 
comparable throughout. 


























New 5 Western Tas- ia. 
Date, South Victoria. oe ; oe Australia. mania. ees 
| Wales. 
InDrexX-NUMBERS. 
) | 
3oth April, 1914 .. | 1,005 989 1,005 1,005 992 1,034 1,000 
31st December, 1919 968 970 953 971 980 1,004 967 
95 ss 1920 954 942 939 948 941 975 947 
” ” 1921 918 938 939 939 937 975 931 
» 1922 924 940 929 939 937 975 934 
D D 1923 933 940 929 939 937 975 937 
% a 1924 937 939 929 939 937 975 938 
op cf, 1925 941 934 896 939 928 975 933 
r ” 1926 807 929 897 939 928 975 g16 
fo ~ 1927 897 929 897 939 928 975 916 
7 Py 1928 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
fo es 1929 895 925 897 938 928 939 913 
» ” 1930 934 926 897 938 928 939 927 
” ” 1931 895 926 908 938 928 939 914 
x %, 1932 895 926 908 938 928 939 914 





























13. Nominal Wages and Effective Wages.—({i.) General. Wages are said 
to be nominal when they represent the actual amounts of money received in 
return for labour, and are described as effective or real when their equivalence 
in purchasing power is expressed, that is their purchasing power according to 
some definite composite unit or regimen the cost of which is ascertained at 
a particular date or during a particular period adopted as a datum for 
reference. The relation between nominal and effective or real wages was 
discussed at some length in Labour Report No.6,and reference to the matter 
was also made in Labour Report No. 11. 


(i.) Effective or Real Weekly Wage Index-numbers—tgoi to 1932. In 
computing these effective wage index-numbers for the respective years, the 
nominal wage index-numbers have been divided by the retail price index- 
numbers, food, groceries and rent (all houses) for the capital cities. 
The resulting index-numbers show for each State and for Australia for 
the years specified the variations in effective or real wages. The nominal wage 
index-numbers for the years prior to 1914 are based on rates of wage current 
at the end of December, the only data available. For the years 1914 onward, 
however, the nominal wage index-numbers used are based on the average 
wage for the four quarters in each year, and in this respect differ from those 
in the preceding sections. However, so far as the years Igor and IQII 
are concerned, inasmuch as the movement in wages during any one year 


prior to I9gI4 was comparatively slight, the index-numbers, therefore, as 
quoted may be regarded as substantially accurate. : 
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Effective or Real Wages (Full Work)—Adult Males. 


| 
Particulars. | r90r.| 1911.| 1914.| 1920.| 1924. | 1925. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 











N.S.W.  .. 961] 973} 906} 911] 1,069] 1,048) 1,035) 1,079] 1,089] 1,050) 1,107] 1,160) 1,150 
Victoria .. 915| 1,037] 961| 875} 1,097] 1,073| 1,069] 1,095| 1,120) 1,084) 1,158} 1,162) 1,126 
Queensland 1,172| 1,090] 1,038] 1,036] 1,232] 1,241] 1,183] 1,222] 1,236] 1,220) 1,317) 1,345] 1,376 
S. Australia 948] 957} 929| 853] 1,051| 1,053] 1,076] 1,073] 1,089] 1,067] 1,166) 1,178) 1,133 
W. Australia | 1,024] 1,023] 1,070] 1,012] 1,161| 1,162| 1,165) 1,199) 1,156) 1,143) 1,229) 1,232) 1,212 
Tasmania .. 827| 838] 942| 830] 1,017] 1,044] 1,037] 1,072] 1,099] 1,064] 1,111) 1,114] 1,067 















































Australia 964| 1,000] 948} g1z| 1,095} 1,081] 1,072) 1,102] 1,115] 1,082) 1,152| 1,185) 1,168 
1 








In the preceding table the effective wage index-numbers are computed 
to the one base, that of Australia for 1911, and, as the index-numbers are 
comparable in all respects, comparisons may be made as to the increase 
or decrease in the effective wage index-number for any State over any period 
of years. Thus, comparing 1932 with gor and with 1911, there has been 
an increase in the average effective wage in all States, while compared with 
1931 there has been a decrease in all States with the exception of Queensland. 
This decline was due to the percentage reductions made in basic wages 
coming within the ambit of Federal Arbitration, and to reductions in basic 
wages made by the States. 


14. Effective or Real Wages and Standard of Comfort, 1901 to 1932.—In 
the preceding paragraph, particulars are given as to variations in effectwe 
wages in each State, due allowance having been made for variations in the 
purchasing-power of money, but not for unemployment. 

For years prior to 1913, the data available as to unemployment were so 
meagre that comparative results allowing for variations both in the purchas- 
ing-power of money and in unemployment could not be accurately computed 
for the several States. In the subjoined table, for these earlier years the 
percentage of unemployment for Australia and the nominal wage index- 
numbers relate to the end of the year. For the year 1914 and subsequent 
years, the wage index-numbers, percentages of unemployment, and retail 
price index-numbers are the average for the year. Column I. shows the 
nominal wage index-numbers, and Column II. the relative percentages 
unemployed (see Chapter III.). These percentages of unemployment 
(converted into terms of employment*) are applied to the index-numbers 
in Column I. to obtain rate of wage index-numbers allowing for unemploy- 
ment, which are shown in Column III. computed with the year IgII as 
base = 1,000. In Column IV. the price index-numbers are shown, and 
in Columns V. and VI., the effective or real wage index-numbers are given 
for full work and allowing for unemployment respectively. These are 
obtained by dividing the figures in Columns I. and IIL. respectively by 
the corresponding figures in Column IV. The resulting index-numbers 
show for Australia for the years specified the variations in effective wages 
or in what may be called the “standard of comfort.”+ A comparison 
between the figures in Columns I. and V. shows the relation between the 
nominal rates of wage and the purchasing efficiency of these rates. The 
figures in Column VI. (see graph on page 8) show variations in efiective 
wages after allowing not only for variations in prices, but for unemployment 
also. < 





* eg. (1912)—95.3 : 94.5: 1,051: 1,042. 

+ This expression must not be confused with “ standard of living.” A change in the standard of 
living necessarily involves a change in regimen (see Labour Report No. 1) that is, a change in the nature 
or in the relative quantity of commodities purchased, or both. A change in the “‘ standard of comfort,’ 
merely implies a variation in effective wages, which variation may or may not result in or be accompanied 
by a change in the “ standard of living.” 
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Unemployment, and Nominal and Effective or Real Wage Index-Numbers. (4) 





| Dffective or Real Wage 























I. il. iil. ae Index-numbers. 
| Rate of Wage ola : 
Nominal Index-numbers, Index- Vv. VI. 
Year. Weekly | Percentage allowing for numbers. 
| Wage | Unem- Unemployment, Food, Allowing 
Index- | ployed. Groceries | Full Work.| for Un- 
numbers. Recomputed. | ang Rent employ- 
(x91 = 1,000). | (a1) houses). ment, 
Toot =. - 848 6.6 832 880 964 945 
1906... - 866 6.7 848 goz 960 940 
1907... ne 893 5-7 884 897 996 986 
MOOSiamr.i< es goo 6.0 888 951 946 934 
ieee) an “is 923 5.8 913 948 974 963 
TOO"; ; Xs 955 5:6 945 970 985 974 
TO eet ac I,000 4-7 1,000 1,000 1,000 I,000 
Tor). Beli ,050 5-5 1,042 I, 101 955 946 
TOL G esr aie 1,076 5-3 1,071 1,104 975 970 
TOwA 5. ae 1,081 8.3 1,040 1,140 948 g12 
ROUS nets: “ I,092 9.3 1,039 1,278 854 813 
TOUGH... ar 1,144 5-8 I,131 1,324 864 854 
ZOIZ) sss Ai 1,226 ak 1,195 1,318 930 907 
TOIS = = ee 1,270 5.8 1,255 1,362 932 921 
TOTO! <4 rE 1,370 6.6 1,343 I,510 907 889 
T9620"... Me 1,627 6.5 1,596 1,785 gII 894 
1921 sie Se 1,826 lee 1,701 1,697 1,076 1,002 
NG22) 4 oes 1,801 9-3 1,715 1,600 1,126 1,072 
TO29ua.% 58 1,805 Get 1,760 1,700 1,062 1,035 
LGZAme <i 1,840 8.9 1,759 1,681 1,095 1,046 
1925 ae ws 1,861 8.8 1,781 Ley pa 1,081 1,034 
MOZON amare a 1,914 Tak 1,866 1,786 1,072 1,045 
NOVAS Ba He 1,946 7.0 1,899 1,766 I,102 1,075 
1928. ats 1,963 10.8 1,837 1,760 I,115 1,044 
1929 a os 1,972 2 Grp 1,839 1,822 1,082 I,009 
TOON uh. me 1,939 19.3 1,642 1,683 1,152 976 
EOST ssl. we, 1,752 27.4 1,335 1,479 1,185 903 
MOB 2a eters che 1,639 29.0 oor 1,403 1,168 870 





(a) As to the effect in abnormal periods, see Section IV., par. 3, of Labour Report No. 6. 


Notr.—For years prior to t914, the nominal wage index-numbers and the percentage unemployed 
relate to the end of the year only, but from 1914 onward these figures in addition to those for retail prices 
are averages for the whole year. 


Compared with 1911 the effective wage in Ig01 was 3.6 per cent. less 
for full work, and 5.5 per cent. less after allowance for unemployment. In 
connexion with the index-numbers in Column VI., unemployment was less 
in I911—the base year, than in any other year. During the period 1912 to 
1920, while wages increased steadily, prices increased at a greater rate, with 
the result that the purchasing power of wages was less in each of these years 


thanin giz. The first occasion on which the effectwe wage was higher than 
In IQII was in the year 1g2t. : 


Retail prices fell less rapidly in 1932. Nominal wages declined to a 
greater extent than prices, with the result that the effective wage index- 
number for full work fell from 1,185 to 1,168. As unemployment inenenaeel 
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considerably, reaching the highest percentage (29.0) yet recorded in Australia, 
the index-number allowing for unemployment declined from 903 to 870, 
the lowest point recorded since the year 1916. Comparison with 1911 
shows that the effective wage for full time work was 16.8 per cent. higher, 
but allowing for unemployment was 13.0 per cent. lower during 1932. 


15. Productive Activity—The preceding table shows the movement 
in real (or effective) wages, 1.e., wages measured in retail purchasing power 
over food and housing. A parallel problem is the measure of productivity, 
ie., the quantity of production (irrespective of prices) in relation to 
population or persons engaged in production. 


The following table shows the total value of production from various 
sources during the years specified :— 


Estimated Value of Australian Production. 





























Dairy, Forestry 
Agricul- Manufac- 
Year. tat Pastoral. et — Mining. ene Total. 
£1,000, £1,000, £1,000. £1,000. £1,000, £1,000, £1,000. 
1906 ae 253349 455389 13,011 4,879 26,643 31,172 | 147,043 
1907 a0 30,323 54,771 15,067 3,940 28,157 34,090 166,948 
1908 a0 37,150 46,468 16,504 4,308 245355 33,950 | 162,861 
1909 ne 41,056 52,330 16,571 4,504 22,893 36,913 | 174,273 
I9IO ate 39,752 56,017 19,086 5,072 23,030 42,442 | 185,399 
IgII a 38,774 | 52,729 20,154 5,868 | 23,303 | 47,531 | 188,359 
1912 . 455754 | 56,148 21,713 6,745 | 25,475 | 53,40 | 209,236 
1913 of 46,162 63,146 21,682 6,626 25,594 57,074 | 220,884 
1914 te 36,052 67,085 22,504 6,853 22,054 59,004 | 213,552 
1915 “ 752475 79,172 22,399 6,253 22,069 59,212 | 255,571 
1916 oe 61,255 83,054 27,931 6,062 23,192 60,502 | 261,996 
1917. ws | 59,641 | 91,979 31,326 6,147 | 24,998 | 65,327 | 279,418 
1918 -- | 59,036 | 96,662 33,738 6,890 | 25,462 | 70,087 | 291,875 
1919-20 .. 72,202 | 111,683 38,830 9,670 18,982 92,330 | 343,697 
1020-21. .. 112,801 90,641 52,013 I1,136 21,675 | 101,778 | 390,644 
1921-22 .. 81,890 753054 44,417 10,519 20,029 | 112,517 | 344,426 
1922-23 .. 84,183 97,127 43,542 II,124 20,281 | 123,188 | 379,445 
Kg23—240 81,166 | 110,216 42,112 11,866 22,184 | 132,732 | 400,276 
1924-25 .. | 107,163 | 127,301 45,190 12,357 24,592 | 137,977 | 454,580 
1925-20 .. 89,267 | 113,556 48,278 12,784 24,529 | 143,250 | 431,670 
1926-27 .. 98,295 | I1II,717 40,980 12,790 23,939 | 153,034 | 447,354 
1927-28 .. 84,328 | 124,555 50,261 12,181 23,015 | 158,562 | 452,901 
1928-29 .. | 89,440 | 116,733 50,717 | 11,617 | 19,539 | 159,759 | 447,805 
1929-30 .. | 77,109 | 84,563 49,398 | 11,371 | 17,912 | 149,184 | 389,537 
1930-31 .. 79,500 | 69,499 43,067 8,313 15,350 | 112,966 | 319,701 
1931-32 .. 74,489 61,540 41,478 73703 13,352 | 106,456 | 305,018 








In previous issues of this Report, an attempt was made to measure the 
quantity of material production by means of production price index-numbers. 
These index-numbers have never been regarded as satisfactory over a long 
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period, and there is danger in continuing them further 1n a ae a 
facturing production. (See Production Bulletin No. 24; a onan 
the absence of a satisfactory measure of the quantity ot ee ‘: ee 
retail price index-numbers have been applied to the value of Hee ne Sie 
the same manner as applied to nominal wages to camer elr val a ae 
purchasing power. The results may be taken to indicate the a piece: 
power in retail prices of the things produced, and for convenience Wil here- 
after be called “ real’? production. 


Two tables are given :—The first shows “real” production per head of 
population, but any deductions therefrom must take imto account the 
following considerations. The production considered is material production 
only, and takes no account of services. As civilization advances, material 
production becomes less important relative to services, and a smaller propor- 
tion of the population is engaged in such production. For example, the 
use of the motor car, the cinema, and wireless is comparatively recent, and 
in connexion therewith, a much larger number of people is employed in 
services than in material production. It follows therefore, that material 
production per head of population will not measure accurately the progress of 
productive efficiency, but will tend to give too low a value. Unemployment, 
of course, will also depress it. 


A better measure is given by “real” production per person engaged in 
material production. The second table attempts to give this. The result 
will give a better measure of productive efficiency, but will not take into 
account the effect of unemployment, though the index may be somewhat 
depressed by short time and rationing. 


The tables tell different stories. Before unemployment became severe 
in 1930, “real” production per head, as shown in the last column of the 
first table, had remained substantially steady, with minor fluctuations 
since 1906. Whatever gain had been made in productive efficiency had 
been counterbalanced by the gradual change over from production of 
goods to production of services. With the heavy increase in unemployment 
in the last three years, the dex fell from its normal figure of about 100 to 
76 in 1930-31. This would imply a fall in average real income of about 
24 per cent. from the normal level, taking unemployment into account. 
In 1931-32, however, the index rose to 79, equivalent to an increase in 
“real” production of almost 4 per cent. A further improvement is 
anticipated in 1932-33, when the index will probably reach 85. This figure 
would indicate a rise in “ real” production per head of population of nearly 
8 per cent. over that for the year 1931-32 and of nearly 12 per cent. since 
1930-31. 


The index of “real”’ production per person engaged, as given in the last 
column of the second table, shows on the other hand an appreciable upward 
tendency. It rose steeply during the war, as might have been expected, 
fell somewhat after the war, and recovered again. For 1929-30, it fell to 
105, due to the lag in the fall of retail prices, increased to 107 for 1930-31, 
112 in 1931-32, and will probably rise to 119 for 1932-33, as contrasted 
with about 85 for “real” production per head. This high figure for “ real” 
production per person engaged implies a high “real” wage for those im 
employment, and is consistent with available information concerning rates 
of “effective” or “real” wages, which, although showing a drop in 1932 
ce with 1931, still maintained the high level reached in the years 
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Production per Head of Population. 
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Value of Material Production, “Real” Produc- 
Retail Prices Oe ante 
Vicar: Per head of population. Index Acad (measure alia 
ee grt = 3,000. | EE wer). 
ae Aptaialy,¢ jpn othe rt = 100, 
£ 
1906 147,043 35-9 87 go2z 97 
IQII 188,359 41.2 100 1,000 100 
1913 220,884 45-1 110 1,104 99 
IQI4 213,552 43-0 104 1,140 92 
1916 261,996 53-3 | 129 1,324 98 
IQI7 279,418 56.1 136 1,318 103 
1918 291,875 57-5 140 1,362 102 
IgIg-20 343,607 64.8 157 1,624 o7 
1920-21 390,644 G2 Z, 175 1,821 96 
1921-22 344,420 62.5 152 I,600 95 
| 
1922-23 379,445 67.4 164 1,642 1ou 
1923-24 400,276 69.6 169 1,714 99 
1924-25 454,580 77-4 188 1,690 III 
1925-26 431,670 72.1 175 1,766 99 
1926-27 447354 73-2 178 1,763 IOI 
1927-28 452,901 72.6 176 1577! 99 
1928-29 447,805 79-7 172 1,785 96 
1929-30 389,537 60.7 148 1,783 83 
1930-31 319,701 49-4 120 1,574 76 
1931-32 ae 305,018 46.7 114 1,432 79 
(a) Retail prices of food, groceries, and housing (all houses) for six capital cities. 
Production per Person Engaged. 
Value of Material Producti T “ ” 
Number SEA prametee aroatetona) as aie 
Year, fone oot engaged (measured 
Production.(a) Act Index Number. Brae ona 
aa IgIi = 100, IgII = 100 
(1,000.) £ 
1906 .. 659 223 87 96 
IQII . 728 257 100 100 
I9I3 .. 750 290 113 102 
1914 -- 733 289 113 99 
TOO. : 685 381 148 I12z 
TOU aye 683 408 159 120 
LOTS Mm, 685 424 165 12! 
1919-2 743 460 179 Ilo 
1920-21 760 510 199 109 
1921-22 775 441 172 107 
1922-23 793 475 185 113 
1923-24 810 491 IQI Tit 
1924-25 826 547 213 126 
1925-26 831 515 201 114 
1926-27 841 527 205 116 
1927-28 838 | 536 209 118 
1928-29 830 536 209 117 
1929-30 803 482 187 105 
1930-31 728 431 168 107 
1931-32 741 411 160 112 





(a) Vide explanatory remarks below. 
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The data for the preceding table are not complete. The numbers 
engaged in timber getting are not accurately known, so that the value of 
production on this account, and the corresponding persons engaged, are both 
left out of account. Further, the information about women engaged in 
primary production is unsatisfactory, so that males alone are counted In 
primary industries. In manufacturing, the numbers are converted into 
equivalent male workers on the basis of relative wages for male and female 
workers. The column headed ‘“‘ numbers engaged ” is therefore, rather an 
index than the absolute number of individuals occupied in material 
production, but as an index, it should be accurate enough to give a 
satisfactory index of production per person engaged. 


§3. The Basic Wage and Child Endowment in Australia. 


1. The Basic Wage.—(i) General.—The “‘ basic” or “living” wage is 
determined by industrial tribunals in Australia operating under Common- 
wealth and State Arbitration Acts. In the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, and in the industrial legislation in New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia, provision is made for 
the tribunals appointed by the Acts to determine the minimum rates of 
wage to be paid to adult unskilled workers. In Victoria and Tasmania, the 
provision for the declaration of a minimum rate of wage for the respective 
States is not included in the industrial Acts in force. The Wages Board 
system operates in these two States, and each Wages Board determines the 
rate of wage to be paid to the unskilled worker when the determination for 
an industry or calling is under review. 


‘The Acts in force providing for the determination of a “basic” or 
“living ” wage are as under :— 

(a) Australia—Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904- 
1930. 

(b) New South Wales—Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1931. 

(c) Queensland—Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act—1929- 
1931. 

(d) South Australia—The Industrial Code 1920-1925. 

(e) Western Australia—Industrial Arbitration Act IgI2—1930. 


(ii.) Commonwealth_—The doctrine of a basic wage was propounded as 
far back as 1890 by Sir Samuel Griffith, Premier of Queensland, and the 
same principle was enunciated in the New South Wales Arbitration Court 
in somewhat similar terms by Mr. Justice Heydon in 1905. In spite, 
of these pronouncements, however, and of the fact that wage-fixing tribunals 
had been in operation as early as 1896 (in the State of Victoria) it was not 
until the year 1907 that the first basic wa ge, as such, was declared by a Court 
in Australia. This declaration was made by Mr. Justice Higgins Prendeet 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration sid is popular! 
known as the “Harvester Judgment” on account of its faye ie 
determined in connexion with H. V. McKay’s Sunshine Harvester Works 
The rate of wage declared in this case was 7¢ 


; 78. per diem 
for Melbourne, the amount considered ye ; or £2 28. per week 


: : : asonable for “ i 
five.” The constituent parts of this amount were fuRe = pias ae 


rent, and gs. 7d. for all other expenditure, 





The judgment was delivered on 8th November men 
the application of H. V. McKay for an Order in aan - Be = 
Excise Tariff 1906. The Commonwealth Parliament haq ae hy (d) of the 
certain excise duties on agricultural implements, but provide ete impo 
at the Ac 
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should not apply to goods manufactured in Australia “‘ under conditions as 
to the remuneration of labour which are declared by the President of the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration to be fair and 
reasonable.” The President discussed at length the meaning of “ fair and 
reasonable’, and stated “These remarks would not be made if the 
Legislature had defined the general principles on which I am to determine 
whether wages are fair and reasonable or the reverse. . . . The provision 
for fair and reasonable remuneration is obviously designed for the benefit of 
the employees in the industry ; and it must be meant to secure to them 
something which they cannot get by the ordinary system of individual 
bargaining with employers. . . . The standard must therefore be 
something else ; and I cannot think of ary other standard appropriate than 

‘the normal needs of the average employee regarded as a human being living 
in a civilized community.’ ” 





The President in his judgment stated— My hesitation has been chiefly 
between 7s. and 7s. 6d.; but I put the minimum at 7s. as I do not think 
that I could refuse to declare an employer’s remuneration to be fair and 
reasonable if I find him paying 7s. per day.” 


The basis of 7s. per day or £2 2s. per week for Melbourne has been varied 
by the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration from time to 
time in accordance with the retail price index-numbers (food, groceries 
and rent—all houses) prepared by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census 
and Statistics for the city or town in which the persons affected are employed, 
and the rate so obtained has been taken by the Court as the minimum rate 
of wage for an unskilled male worker. 


The weekly wage rates for the capital cities as so varied are shown i in 
the third column of the following table. These rates are the “‘ Harvester ”’ 
equivalents plus the ‘“ Powers’ 3s.” per week, an amount added in Ig2t 
for the purpose of securing to the worker during a period of rising prices 
the full equivalent of the “Harvester” standard. In accordance with 
the judgment of the Full Arbitration Court of 22nd January, 1931, referred 
to in the following paragraphs, these rates are subject to a Io per cent. 
reduction. The basic weekly rates as at Ist August, 1933, are given in 
the table. 


Basic Weekly Wage Rates fixed by Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration for each Capital City as at 1st August, 1933. 














Index Numbers— ‘ ” 
“* Harvester 
. “‘ Harvester—All | 7),,; > Weekly Rate 
Capital. Items ”’ (a) ef eta ne after x1o per cent. 
(*D” Series). eauated) Reduction. 

1st Quarter, 1933. 4 " 
‘Stead 83d 
Sydney .. is ee Re 1498 74 4 66 I 
Melbourne na ot Se 1392 69 4 62 5 
Brisbane coo a8 ot 1314 65 5 58 10 
Adelaide ats bre as 1322 65 9 59 2 
Perth .. es ote de 1317 65 4 58 10 
Hobart .. an on A 1422 7o Il 63 10 

Weighted Average— 

Six Capitals .. ts oe 1413 Oma 63 4 





(a) See page 46 for explanation of this Index Number. 
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6c ” 

The adequacy or otherwise of the amount allotted under the Hare Ff 
judgment has been the subject of much discussion, the author of the Ju ona 
himself urging on several subsequent occasions the need for its i Ww. 
Frequent references to the desirability of an investigatioD | have a 
made by Judges of the Court, but it was not decided to hold an metres 
the method of determining the basic wage until the latter portion 0 e 


year 1930. 


On the 15th August 1930, application was made by the Victorian and New 
South Wales Railways Commissioners for variation of current awards In the 
railway industry. The application sought variations In the basic wage as 
follows :—the abolition of the ‘“ Powers’ 3s.”’, and the adoption of the 
Statistician’s “all items ” purchasing power of money figures In lieu of the 
figures now in use (food, groceries and rent—all houses) for determining the 
basic wage and adjustments thereof. On the 5th November, by direction of 
the Court, all organizations bound by awards of the Court were notified that 
the matters in issue affected the basic wage, and were advised that they 
could intervene in the hearing. Employers and employees selected repre- 
sentatives, and the Full Arbitration Court held a Basic Wage Inquiry. The 
hearing commenced in November 1930, and concluded on toth January 
1931. Judgment was delivered on 22nd January. The Court refused to 
make any variations in the basic wage or in the present method of calculation 
thereof without further inquiry, but was forced to the conclusion, after 
considering the evidence relating to the decline in the national income, the 
reduction in spending power due to the cessation of loans, and the general 
depressed state of industry, that for a period of twelve months and thereafter 
until further order a general reduction of wages was necessary. With a few 
exceptions, orders were made for variations of the awards covered by the 
applications before the Court, by the reduction of all wage rates therein 
prescribed by ro per cent. for a period of twelve months and thereafter until 
further order, such variations to operate from Ist February, 1931. Additional 
applications for variations of awards were successful in obtaining the reduction, 
and rates of wage in practically all awards of the Court are subject to the 10 
per cent. reduction. 


Applications from organizations of employees for cancellation of the 
orders providing for the Io per cent. reduction came before the Full Arbitration 
Court on the 7th March, 1932, and subsequent dates. After an exhaustive 
inquiry, the Court on the 17th June, 1932, refused the applications for 
cancellation of the orders. A further application to the Court in 1933 by 
the Unions to secure the restoration of this “cut”? was unsuecesstul, 
although by transferring the basis of fixation and adjustment of wages 
to a new set of Index Numbers (“ Harvester—All Items ”—‘‘ D” 
Series (certain increases resulted from the award delivered (see page 46). 
Additional references to these judgments will be found in Section I. of this 
Chapter. 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act provides that the 
“basic ” wage is to be considered by a Court constituted by the Chief Judge 
and not less than two other Judges, and must be approved by a majority 
of the members of the Court. The amended Act of 1930 provides that any 
alteration of the “ basic” wage or the principles on which it is computed, 
or any variation or interpretation of any award where the variation or 
interpretation would result in any such alteration, shall have no force or 
effect unless it is considered by the Court constituted as above-mentioned. 


Tue Basio Wace anp Cu1Lp ENDOWMENT IN AUSTRALIA. Has 
By a judgment of the High Court on the 2tst April, 1933, the “ basic” 
wage is taken to mean for the foregoing purpose, not only the “ Harvester ” 
wage, but any “ loadings*” forming part of the primary wage of an unskilled 
labourer, the wage payable for skilled labour being assessed on the basis 
of that primary wage. 

(ii) New South Wales—The first determination under the New South 
Wales Industrial Arbitration Act of a standard “living” wage for adult. 
male employees was made on the 16th February, 1914, when the Court of 
Industrial Arbitration fixed the “living” wage at £2 8s. per week for adult 
male employees in the metropolitan area. The Court, however, indicated 
to Industrial Boards that in view of the prosperous condition of industry 
they should fix the “living” wage at 8s. 6d. per day. Determinations of 
the “ living ”’ wage in New South Wales were made by the Court of Industrial 
Arbitration during the period 1914 to 1916. The rates declared on the 18th 
August, 1916, for adult males were £2 15s. 6d. per week for future awards, 
and £2 14s. per week for existing awards. The Board of Trade was 
established in 1918, and was empowered to determine the “living” wage 
for adult male and female employees in the State. The first declaration 
by this body was made on 5th September, 1918, when the rate for adult 
male employees in Sydney and suburbs was declared at £3 per week, while 
the rate for female employees was declared at £1 Ios. on 17th December 
1918. The Board of Trade made numerous declarations during the period 
1918 to 1925, but ceased to function after the Industrial Arbitration 
(Amendment) Act 1926 established the Industrial Commission of New South 
Wales which exercised the powers of the Board of Trade as from 15th April 
1926. The Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act, No. 45, 1927, altered 
the constitution of the Industrial Commission from a single Commissioner 
to one consisting of three members. 


The first declaration of the Commission was made on 15th December, 
1926, when the rate for adult males was fixed at £4 4s. per week, the same 
rate as previously declared by the Board of Trade. On the 27th June 1927, 
the rate for adult males (except rural employees) was declared at £4 5s. per 
week, and for adult females at £2 6s. per week. The weekly rate for adult 
rural employees was declared on the 20th July 1927, at £4 4s., and this wage 
remained in force until December, 1929. Under the provisions of Industrial 
Arbitration (Amendment) Act, No. 41 of 1929, any declaration of a “ living ” 
wage made after the commencement of the amended Act did not extend 
to employees in rural industries. The next declaration of the Commission 
was issued on the 20th December, 1929, when the rate for adult male workers 
was fixed at £4 2s. 6d. per week, and for adult female workers at £2 4s. 6d. 
per week. The adult male rate was determined on the family unit of a man, 
wife and one child. The President dissented from the other two 
Commissioners and presented a separate judgment. These pronouncements 
are published in the New South Wales Industrial Gazette, Vol. XXXVI., 
No. 6, and deal exhaustively with matters relating to basic wages. The 
“living” wage determined by the Industrial Commission in 1929 remained 
in operation intil the 26th August 1932, when a “ living ” wage was declared 
for adult male workers at £3 10s. per week, and for adult female workers 
at £1 18s. per week. The wage was altered as from the 1st May, 1933, 
to £3 8s. 6d. for adult males and £1 17s. for adult females. The judgment 
of the Commission is published in the New South Wales Industrial Gazette, 
Vol. XLIII., No. 5. 


* A “loading ’”’ is defined as an addition to the “‘ basic”” wage as compensation for some peculiar 
condition of labour or environment, and not by way of “‘ margin for skill.” 
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The principle of supplementing wages by a payment In respegs of 
dependent children under fourteen years of age is operative in New South 
Wales. The Family Endowment (Further Amendment) Act, No. 58 of 
1929, provides that where the family income in the determined period did 
not exceed the amount for the same period of the “living wage for an 
adult employee in force in such period and appropriate to the case, a certificate 
for endowment shall, subject to the Act, be issued for the amount of five 
shillings per week for each child (under fourteen years) except one in the 
family. 


(iv.) Queensland.—The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act (No. 
28) of 1929, repealed the Industrial Arbitration Act 1916, and amendments 
thereof, and the Basic Wage Act of 1925. The Board of Trade and Arbitration 
was abolished, and a Court, called the Industrial Court, was established. 
The Act provides that it shall be the duty of the Court to make declara- 
tions as to—(a) the “ basic ” wage, and (b) the maximum weekly hours to be 
worked in industry (called the “standard” hours). For the purposes of 
making any such declarations the Court shall be constituted by the Judge 
and the two Conciliation Commissioners. 


The main provisions to be observed by the Court when determining the 
“basic wage”? are—(a) the minimum wage of an adult male employee 
shall be not less than is sufficient to maintain a well-conducted employee 
of average health, strength and competence, and his wife and a family of 
three children in a fair and average standard of comfort, having regard to 
the conditions of living prevailing among employees in the calling in respect 
of which such minimum wage is fixed, and provided that the earnings of the 
children or wife of such employee shall not be taken into account ; (b) the 
minimum wage of an adult female employee shall be not less than is 
sufficient to enable her to support herself in a fair and average standard 
of comfort, having regard to the nature of her duties and to the conditions 
of living prevailing among female employees in the calling in respect of which 
such minimum wage is fixed. The Court shall, in the matter of making 
declarations in regard to the “basic ” wage or “standard ” hours, take into 
consideration the probable economic effect of such declaration in relation 
to the community in general, and the probable economic effect thereof upon 
industry or any industry or industries concerned. 


The first formal declaration by the Industrial Arbitration Court in this 
State of a minimum wage was gazetted on 24th February 1921, when the 
basic rates of wage in industries of average prosperity were determined to 
be—in Brisbane and Rockhampton, £4 5s. per week for adult males, and 
£2 3s. per week for adult females ; in Townsville, £4 15s. for adult males, 
and £2 8s. for adult females. Prior to this declaration the rate of £3 178. 
per week for adult males had been generally recognized by the Court in its 
awards as the “basic” or “living” wage. The basic rates for Brisbane were 
reduced by the Court as from 1st March 1922, to £4 per week for adult males, 
and £2 Is. per week for adult females. On 28th September, 1925, these rates 
were increased to £4 5s. per week and £2 3s. per week respectively. Two 
reductions in the ‘‘ basic ’’ wage were made in 1930. On the Ist August the 
tate for adult male employees was reduced to £4 per week, and on the 1st 
December to £3 17s. The rates for adult females at these dates were fixed 
at £2 1s. and £1 19s. 6d. per week respectively. A further reduction of the 
basic rates was gazetted in 1931, the rates fixed as from the Ist July, 1931 
being £3 14s. for adult males and £1 19s. for adult females. These rhiae 
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were in operation at the end of June, 1933. The declarations of the Industrial 
Court and the opinions of the members are published in the Queensland 
Industrial Gazette. 


(v.) South Australia.—The Industrial Code 1920, provides that the 
Board of Industry shall, after public inquiry as to the increase or decrease 
in the average cost of living, declare the “ living ” wage to be paid to adult 
male employees and to adult female employees. The Board has power 
also to fix different rates to be paid in different defined areas. 

It is provided that the Board’ of Industry shall hold an inquiry for the 
purpose of declaring the “living” wage wherever a substantial change in the 
cost of living or any other circumstance has, in the opinion of the Board, 
rendered it just and expedient to review the question of the “living” wage, 
but a new determination cannot be made by the Board until the expiration 
of at least six months from the date of its previous determination. 

The Board of Industry consists of five members, one nominated by the 
Minister for Industry, two nominated by the South Australian Employers’ 
Federation as representatives of employers, and two nominated by the 
United Trades and Labour Council of South Australia as representatives of 
employees. The member nominated by the Minister is President and 
presides at all meetings of the Board. 

According to the Industrial Acts 1920-25, “living wage’ means a sum 
sufficient for the normal and reasonable needs of the average employee 
living in the locality where the work under consideration is done or is to be 
done. 

The family unit is not specifically defined in the Code, but it is stated 
that the South Australian Industrial Court in 1920 definitely decided that the 
“average employee ”’ in respect of whom the “ living” wage is to be declared 
is a man with a wife and three children. 

The first declaration of the “living” wage was made by the Board of 
Industry on the 15th July, 1921, when the “living” wage for adult male 
employees in the metropolitan area was determined at £3 19s. 6d. per week. 
The “living ” wage for adult female employees in the same area was declared 
on the 11th August, 1921, at £1 15s. per week. 

The Board of Industry made declarations of “living”? wages in 1922, 
1923, 1924 and 1925. The rates declared in 1925 were—f£4 5s. 6d. per week 
for adult male employees, and £1 19s. 6d. for adult female employees. 
These rates were not altered until the year 1930. 

On the 11th October, 1930, the Board of Industry declared the “living ” 
wage for adult male employees in the metropolitan area at 12s. 6d. per day, 
or £3 15s. per week, and on the 22nd December, 1930, the rate for adult 
female employees was declared at £1 15s. per week. The above rates are 
those determined by the majority of the Board of Industry. In each case a 
minority report was issued. The reports of the Board of Industry bearing 
on these declarations were published in Bulletin No. 8 issued by the 
Department of Industry, South Australia. The Board of Industry, on the 
17th August, 1931, declared the basic rate for adult male workers at £3 3s. 
per week, and, on the 4th December, 1931, declared the rate for adult female 
workers at £1 Is. 6d. per week. These declarations were published in 
Bulletin, No. 9, issued by the Department of Industry, and the rates 
specified were still in force at the 30th June, 1933. 


(vi.) Western Australia.—The Court of Arbitration, appointed under the 
provisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1930, determines and 
declares the “basic”? wage in this State. The Court consists of three 


78 THE Basic WAGE AND CHILD ENDOWMENT IN AUSTRALIA. 


members appointed by the Governor, one on the recommendation of the 
industrial unions of employers, one on the recommendation of the industrial 
unions of employees, while the third member is a Judge of the Supreme 
Court. The last mentioned member is the President of the Court. 

The Industrial Arbitration Act 1912-1925 provided that, before the 
14th June in every year, the Court, of its own motion, shall determine and 
declare—(a) a “ basic” wage operating from the Ist July of each year, to be 
paid to male and female workers ; and (b) wherever and whenever necessary, 
differential basic rates to be paid in special or defined areas of the State. 

The expression “basic wage” means a sum sufficient to enable the 
average worker to whom it applies to live in reasonable comfort, having 
regard to any domestic obligation to which such average worker would be 
ordinarily subject. The family unit is not specifically defined in the Act, 
but it has been the practice of the Court to take as a basis of its caleulations— 
a man, his wife and two dependent children. 

Provision is made in the Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Act of 1930 
for quarterly adjustments of the “ basic” wage by the Court of Arbitration 
when the official statement supplied to the Court by the State Government 
Statistician relating to the cost of living shows that a variation of Is. or 
more per week has occurred, compared with the preceding quarter. 





The first declaration of the “ basic ” wage by the Court of Arbitration since 
the authority to fix same was vested in the Court by the Industrial Arbitration 
Act of 1925 was made on the 11th June, 1926, when the rate for adult male 
employees was determined at £4 5s. per week, and for adult female employees 
at £2 5s. 11d. per week. These rates remained in force until the declaration 
of the 5th June, 1929, when the rate for adult males was increased to £4 7s. 
per week, and for adult females to £2 7s. per week. These rates 
applied to the State with the exception of the gold-fields area where the , 
rates were £4 5s. for adult male employees, and £2 5s. 11d. for adult female 
employees. The Court of Arbitration on the roth June, 1930, revised the 
basic rates and fixed the rates as from Ist July, 1930, at £4 6s. per week for 
adult males and £2 6s. 5d. for adult females in the metropolitan area, and at 
£4 5s. and £2 5s. 11d. respectively in other parts of the State. On 3rd March, 
1931, these rates were reduced to £3 18s. and £2 2s. 2d. in the metropolitan 
area, and £3 17s. and £2 1s. 8d. in other parts of the State. A declaration 
on the roth June continued the basic rates previously declared. On the 
18th August the Court issued a declaration determining the ‘basic ”* wages for 
the agricultural area, that is for the South-West Land Division, excluding 
the metropolitan area, at £3 16s. per week for adult males, and at £2 Is. 
per week for adult females. The rates for the metropolitan area and for 
other parts of the State were not changed. 


A declaration on the 5th November adjusted the rates as follows :-— 
Metropolitan area—adult males, £3 138. 6d. per week; adult sernnlee 
£1 19s. 8d. per week ; South West Land Division—adult males, £3 14s 6d. 
per week ; adult females, £2 os. 3d. per week. The “ basic ” wage in otites 
parts of the State remained as previously declared, viz. :—£3 17s. per week 
for adult males, and £2 1s. 8d. per week for adult females. ie 


On the zgth February, 1932, the Court declared the basic rates for the 
metropolitan area at £3 12s. per week for adult males, and at £1 18s. 11d 
per week for adult females. For all other portions of the State the “basic ” 
wage remained at the rates previously declared These rates were daa 
to £3 Ios. and £1 18s. Id. on the 2nd November, 1932, and to ‘£3 heath 
£1 17s. 3d. on the 28th February, 1933; and to £3 8s. and £1 165 zm a 
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the 13th June, 1933. On the 3rd August the rates were increased to £3 gs. 3d. 
and £1 17s. 5d. respectively, representing the first increase in the basic wage 
in the State since 1st July, 1929. 


The declarations of the “ basic ” wage and the remarks made by members of 
the Court concerning such declarations are published in the Western Australian 
Industrial Gazette. The declaration of the basic wage for 1933-34, made 


by the Court on the 13th June, 1933, is published in Gazette, Vol. XTIL., 
No. 2. 


The rates for country areas in September, 1933, are set out in the next 
paragraph. 


Under the provisions of the Financial Emergency Act 1931, the Industrial 
Court has made Orders, on the applications of employers in a number of 
industries and callings, reducing the “‘ basic” wage rate by the percentage 
rates prescribed for varying salary groups (See page 51). 


Sub-section vi. of section 7 (1.) of the Financial Emergency Act 1931 
makes the following proviso in regard to reductions in the basic wage, 
WAZ 

‘No variation in the basic wage shall affect the rate of salary 
of an officer, unless such variation reduces the basic wage by an 
amount exceeding 20 per centum of the amount of the basic wage 
declared as at the thirtieth day of June, 1930.” 


The basic wage at the date mentioned was 87s. per weck, and 20 per 
cent. of this amounts to 17s, 5d., hence the basic wage would have to be 
reduced below 69s. 7d. before any further reduction would take place beyond 
that already made under the Financial Emergency Act. A case for the 
interpretation of the above was submitted to the Court of Industrial 
Arbitration, and by a decision on the 11th April, 1933, the Court made it 
clear that, in addition to the percentage reduction of salary or wages under 
the Act, any amount by which the basic wage was reduced below 69s. 7d. 
would also be deductible from wages. In the case of females the reduction 
would take effect below 37s. 7d., this amount representing 80 per cent. of 
the female rate of 47s. operating on 30th June, 193 


(vii.) Rates Prescribed.—The “ basic” or “ living” wage rates of State 
industrial tribunals are shown in the following table. 


Basic Weekly Wage Rates fixed by State Industrial Tribunals. 
“‘ Basic’? Wage. 








Date of Family Unit 
State. Operation . (for Male Rate) 
Males. Females. ‘ 














Geis: de Geos, 
New South Wales (a)3 6 6 117 0 | 1.11.33 | Man, wife, and child 
Victoria .. ae (b) (5) (b) (b) , 
Queensland oh 3,140. 0 T 1g' 0 1.7.31 | Man, wife, and three children 
South Australia .. | (e)3 3 0 |(f)z 11 6 r. FF as 
Western Australia.. | (¢€)3 9 117 5 \(9)3-8-33 (c) 
Tasmania ab (0) (0d) (b) (b) 


w 











eS a a A 

(a) Plus child allowances. 

(b) None declared, but follow Federal rates to large extent. ‘ : 

(c) Although the family unit is not specifically defined in the legislation of this State, the tribunal 
appointed to determine the “‘ basic’’ wage has adopted the unit of man, wife and two children. 

(d) Metropolitan area. “ Basic” wage for country districts (including gold-fields areas), excepting the 
$.W. Land Division—males, £3 17s. 6d.; females, £2 1s. rod. Agricultural Areas and S.W. Land 
Division—males, £3 98. 6d.; females, £1 17s. 6d. All rates subject to deductions of 18 to 22} per cent. 
under Financial Emergency Act. 

(ce) Judgment dated 17th August, 1931. 

(f) Judgment dated 4th December, 1931. 

(g) Date declared. 
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(vili.) Royal Commission on Basic Wage, 1920.—The Connon 
Government appointed a Royal Commission in 1919 to sdses cerita 
actual cost of living at that time, according to reasonal ee heaseliiee 
including all matters comprised in the ordinary expenditure ot oe ad 
for a man, wife and three children under fourteen years ee 20: rect 
mission made inquiries in each State, and their report, issued In 1920, 








mended the following amounts for the various capital cities, VIZ. -— 

£ sia 
Sydney : =. =: 517 1 
Melbourne = ae a 5 16 6 
Brisbane .. 23 te ay 5 Gree 
Adelaide .. 23 i Lf 56 be 
Perth $3 a = se 5 19°22 
Hobart .. oe = os 5 16 II 


Six Capitals (Weighted Average) es 515 8 


The recommendations of this Commission were not given effect to owing 
to the marked advance of the amounts suggested over ruling rates* and the 
grave doubts expressed as ta the ability of industry to pay such rates. 


2. Child Endowment.—({i.) General—The principle of supplementing 
wages by a payment inrespect of dependent children under fourteen years 
of age became prominent in Australia in recent years, and is actually in 
operation in certain instances. 


(ii.) The New South Wales Scheme——The first attempt in Australia to 
institute the system was made in New South Wales in rgrg, when a Bill was 
introduced into the State Parliament to provide a flat basic wage fora man 
and wife, and an allowance of 5s. per week for each child, the latter rate to 
be reduced on a sliding scale and to cease when the income reached an 
amount of £3 per week above the basic wage. The Bill was rejected, but 
the subject again came up in the session of 1926-27, when Acts, which have 
been amended during subsequent years, providing for the payment of 
child allowances were enacted. Prior to December, 1929, the Act provided 
for (a) the declaration of a basic wage, and (b) the payment of an allowance 
of 5s. per week in respect of each dependent child, subject to the provision 
that child allowances were to be paid only to the extent by which the total 
earnings of the worker and his family fell short of the sum represented by 
the basic wage plus child allowance at the rate of 5s. per week for each child. 
The amending Act, assented to on the 23rd December, 1929, provides that 
child endowment shall be 5s. per week for each child except one in the family. 
Payments of child allowances in New South Wales were made from a fund 
created by a levy on the total amount of wages paid by employers. The 
tate of tax to be collected by the Government from employers during 1930 
was fixed at I per cent. From the Ist July, 1931, the rate was fixed at 


2 per cent., and from Ist January, 1932, at the rate of 5d. in the £ on all 
wages above £3 per week. 





* The “ Harvester" equivalent for Melbourne as at the time (S 
per week, but only £3 18s. to £4 2s. was being paid on the basis pA i may tates See ae tare 
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(iii.) Commonwealth Public Service——tThe first payment of child endow- 
ment allowances in Australia was in connexion with the Commonwealth 
Public Service and was made from Ist November, 1920, when the 
Commonwealth Government decided to pay allowances to officers at 
the rate of 5s. per week for each dependent child under fourteen years of 
age, with a limitation of £400 per annum by way of salary plus allowance. 
The payment of the allowance in the Service is now limited to officers 
receiving from salary and allowance less than £500 per annum. Further 
details regarding the introduction and method of calculating the payments 
will be found in Labour Report No. 17, and later Reports. 
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CHAPTER III.—_EMPLOYMENT. 
§ 1. Industrial Disputes. 


1. General.—The collection of information regarding industrial ee 
(strikes and lockouts) in Australia was initiated by this ert e 
beginning of the year 1913, and particulars relating thereto, for a et 
complete year, were published in Labour Report No. 5, Section XI. - 
examination of official reports, newspapers, and other publications showed, 
however, that there was insufficient material for the compilation of complete 
information for years prior to IgI3. 


Annual figures for years since 1913 are contained in Labour Reports 
Nos. 6 to 22 while particulars for the year 1932 are furnished i the present 
Report. 


2. Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 19382.—The following table 
deals with industrial disputes involving stoppage of work during the year 
1932 in industrial groups. _A list of the 14 groups included in the classification 
will be found in the preface. 


The number of industrial disputes recorded during 1932 was 127, as com- 
pared with 134 during the previous year. In New South Wales 92 disputes 
occurred, 71 of which involved workpeople engaged in the coal-mining 
industry. Working days lost during 1932 amounted to 212,318 for all 
disputes in Australia, as compared with 245,991 working days lost during 
I93I. The estimated loss of wages was £165,582 in 1932, as compared with 
£227,731 for the year 1931. 


Industrial Disputes in industrial Groups, 1932. 
























































| 
Workpeople Involved. | 
Estab- World Eatl- 
Lish-.3 SS ee orking 

Class. Industrial Group. Num-) ments Days mated 
ber. Tae : ie Thert Loss in 
volved. Directly. directly. Total. Wages. 

a ara | 

New South Wales— £ 
III. | Food, drink, etc. .. ate 7 I4 588 100 688 2,112 1,860 
VI. | Other manufacturing mo 2 2 565 160 72) 4,060 2,080 
VII. | Building .. ; a rep aa| 3 3 60 ete 60 I2r 138 
Vil. 4 (3 Coal mining F as 71 71 15,510 1,870 17,380 | 54,143 57,734 
(6) Other mining, quarries, etc. 2 2 631 17 648 1,968 1,792 
IX. | Railway and tramway services I I 14 is 14 I4 19 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, etc. .. 2 2 54 ats 54 54 37 
XIV. | Miscellaneous an 4 4 391 9 400 953 760 
Total 92 99 | 17,813 2,156 | 19,969 | 63,425 | 64,420 
Victoria— 
a ee Seda metal works, ete. I I 80 me 80 120 44 
< ood, drink, ete. .. 4 17 741 50 791 4,763 3,371 
IV. | Clothing, hats, boots, etc. 3 15 4,411 4,41I | 21,527 Beco 
cae Other manufacturing D I 8 he 8 88 70 
I. |(@)Coal mining fc 2 2 1,175 ee Tr ,020 te) 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural, ete. I I 60 60 me “a 120 ee 
Total . . 12 37 | 6,475 Ir10 | 6,585 | 99,638 | 65,599 
alee eh ule 
5 ood, drink, ete. I 
a OR ater eee oe ae 
(b) er mining, quarries, ete Pe - 7 

CLV. || ‘Miscellaneous A a 3 : on 852 1,434 | 15,980 | 14,968 
: 301 1,414 795 
Total v. o ro 210 1,061 1,156 2,217 21,166 18,541 
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Industrial Disputes in Industrial Groups, 1932—continued. 
Workpeople Involved. 
ae | wee Esti 
- lish- Working| —3° 
Class. Industrial Group. pig | ments Days eet 
3 In- p In- " Lost. 2088 
volved, Directly. directly. Total. Wages. 
| | a 
South Australia— | £ 
X. | Other land transport a5 I x 78 4 | 82 164 100 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, ete. .. in Z 31 31 806 564 
Total 2 3 109 4 113 970 664 
| | 
| 
Western Australia— 
Vil. Heme ne a I 6 60 60 1,440 1,296 
a) Coa mining cA me 2 933 fn 933 2,799 3,040 
Vl. ‘\(b) Other mining, quarries, ete. 2 2 298 162 | 460 aga 2,852 
XIV. | Miscellaneous Re wi 3 6 1,240 1,240 3,630 2,350 
Total 8 16 2,531 162 2,693 | 11,203 9,538 
1y..| clothine hate bo 
A othing, hats, boots, ete. x 3 1,103 1,103 15,442 6,437 
VIII. | (5) Other mining, quarries, etc. I rs 60 60 120 79 
Total 2 4 1,163 | 1,163 15,562 6,516 
_ Northern Territory— 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 3 I 3 77 177 354 304 
Australia— 
II. | Engineering, metal works, etc. x I 80 80 120 44 
Ill. | Food, drink, etc., manufactur- | 
ing and distribution 12 232 1,459 450 1,909 9,455 6,781 
IV. | Clothing, hats, boots, ete. 4 18 5,514 = 5,514 | 36,969 | 15,076 
VI. | Other manufacturing 3 3 573 160 733 4,148 2,150 
VII. | Building A 4 9 120 ao 120 1,561 1,434 
vir, |J (#) Coal mining bn Bes 77 77 | 17,666 | 1,874 | 19,540 | 131,154 | 115,407 
* | (6) Other mining, quarries, etc. 8 8] 1,572 1,031 2,602 | 21,402 | 19,691 
IX. | Railway and tramway services I z 14 14 I4 19 
X. | Other land transport Ww I I 7 4 82 164 I00 
XI. | Shipping, wharf labour, ete. .. 3 4 85 Z 85 860 601 
XII. | Pastoral, agricultural, etc. I I 60 60 120 120 7O 
XIV. | Miscellaneous 12 ey 2,109 9 2,118 6,351 4,209 
Total—Australia* 127 372 29,329 3,588 | 32,917 | 212,318 | 165,582 
| 

















* The following disputes commenced in, and were uncompleted at the end of the year 1931, and in 
respect of ‘“‘ Number’’, ‘* Establishments” and “ Workpeople ” are duplicated in the figures for 1932. 














viz. :— 
{ 
A Workpeople Involved. 
Establish- 
State. Number. ments F 
Involved. Directly. | Indirectly. | total. 
| 
Queensland I I | 59 43 102 
Western Australia I 6 60 a 60 
Total 2 7 119 43 162 
! \ 














3. Particulars of Principal Disputes in 1932.—(i) General—The 
preceding tables show the number and effect of all disputes for the year 1932 
classified according to Industrial Groups. The figures show large decreases 
compared with those of the previous year as regards number of working days 
and amount of wages lost. The number of disputes is the lowest recorded 


for any year during the period covered by the investigation. 


The tables 
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show that of the total number of disputes (127) which occurred In 1932, 
no less than 85 were in connexion with the mining industry: and of these, 
73 occurred in New South Wales. The total loss in wages through all 
disputes in Australia was £165,582. The loss through 71 disputes in the 
coal-mining industry in New South Wales was £57,734, OF 35 Bee cent. of 
the total loss in wages for Australia. 


There were no disputes of 





(ii) Details regarding Principal Disputes. 
outstanding magnitude in 1932. 

The losses in working days for all disputes for the year amounted to 
212,318, the lowest figure recorded for any year over the period covered by 
the investigation. Previous to 1932 the lowest figure was recorded in 1931 
when the number of working days lost was 245,991. Brief particulars of 
the disputes mainly responsible for losses in working days and wages in 1932 


are given below :— 





New South Wales—A dispute at Newcastle Victoria Tunnel Colliery in 
February, 1932, arose from an objection by the employees to the working 
of an afternoon shift. The dispute remained unsettled at the close of the 
year and the mine was sub-leased to a party not connected with the old 
employees. 


At Richmond Main Colliery there was a stoppage of work in February, 
1932, owing to notice of dismissal having been given to four clippers who 
had reached the age of 21 years. A section of the clippers refused to work, 
and later on all hands ceased duty. Negotiations between the parties 
concerned resulted in a compromise whereby two notices of dismissal were 
withdrawn. The mine was idle for about a fortnight. 


Refusal by the management to pay “ water money” was the cause of 
a stoppage of work at the Wallsend Colliery in July, 1932. The first 
conference between the parties failed to effect a settlement, but after a 
further conference the management agreed to pay the amount in dispute, 
and work was resumed after a stoppage of more than a month. 


An inter-union dispute in November, 1932, caused a stoppage of work 
for two weeks at the Wallarah Colliery. The question arose as to which 
union a certain man should belong. Negotiations were entered into between 
representatives of the unions concerned, but agreement was not reached. 
By arrangement later the workman joined the Miners’ Federation, and work 
was resumed. 


Victorva.—Several firms engaged in the manufacture of casings (sausage, 
etc.), were involved in a dispute in January, 1932. An agreement under 
which the employees had been working expired at the end of December Ig31 
and the employers asked the employees to consider a new agrecneee eT 
reduced rates of pay. This was not acceptable to the employees who ceased 
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work. A compromise was, however, arranged whereby the employees 
agreed to accept a reduction of approximately 11 per cent., instead of the 
I5 per cent. suggested by the employers. 

Certain textile manufacturing firms were idle for several days in August, 
1932, owing to the refusal of the employees to accept an automatic reduction 
of approximately 15 per cent. in wages on the “ cost of living” figures. An 
offer by the employers to impose a reduction of only 74 per cent. was at first 
rejected by a section of the employees, although a few mills resumed on 
these conditions. The dispute having extended to Tasmania, a compulsory 
conference under the provisions of the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act was called, but an agreement was not reached. Judge 
Beeby then referred the matter into Court for hearing, contingent upon a 
resumption of work by all employees on the basis of the employers’ offer 
of a 7} per cent. reduction, and re-engagement of all employees. On the 
31st August, the employers issued a notice that the concession of a 7} per 
cent. reduction would be withdrawn unless work was resumed on the 2nd 
September. Ata meeting of employees on the rst September, it was decided 
to return to work. 

A dispute at the State Coal Mine, Wonthaggi, in September, 1932, caused 
a stoppage of work for more than two months. Owing to lack of trade 
the management decided to reduce the staff, and in doing so consideration 
was given to efficiency, domestic responsibilities, ete. The Miners’ Federation 
claimed that dismissals should be made according to seniority, and objected 
further to a proposed 20 per cent. reduction in contract and day wage rates 
under an award of the State Coal Mine Industrial Tribunal. It appeared 
probable that this dispute would develop into a serious interstate dislocation 
of the industry, especially asthe central executive of the Miners’ Federation, 
at a meeting in Sydney, decided to recommend a general strike throughout 
the coal-mining industry. A deadlock was reached in the negotiations for 
settlement, the main difficulty being the 20 per cent. wage reduction. A 
conference held at the end of October, between the Minister for Railways 
and representatives of the miners, paved the way to a settlement of the 
dispute, one result of this conference being the decision of the miners to ask 
the Chairman of the State Coal Tribunal to review the situation. New 
strike-settlement terms were fixed by Judge Winneke, providing for a 14 per 
cent. reduction instead of 20 per cent., and at a meeting of the miners these 
terms were accepted by a small majority, work being resumed on the 24th 
November. 

Queensland.—A dispute involving employees in the metalliferous mining 
industry, which occurred at Mount Oxide in the latter part of 1931, extended 
into 1932. About 100 employees of three mines were affected, the cause of 
the dispute being a reduction of wages. After a stoppage lasting about 
six months, negotiations between representatives of the parties concerned 
brought aboat a settlement, the management agreeing to pay rates of wages 
slightly higher than those objected to by the employees. 


86 InpustTRiaL DISPUTES. 


it Coolon Gold Mine, 


A stoppage of k by about 200 employees at Mour 
stoppage of work by abou P10) nt to work one man 


in May, 1932, arose from the proposal of the manageme Ts ban dee 
to a machine instead of two as previously, and was settled by iree 
negotiations between the parties. Work was resumed ander ee yur 
ditions, except as regarding the machine in dispute, use of which was 
suspended pending the decision of an arbitrator, both parties agteemg to 
abide by his decision. 


Tasmania.—A dispute involving textile manufacturing firms occurred 
in Launceston in August, 1932, approximately 1,100 employees ceasing 
work as a protest against an automatic reduction of wages under a Common- 
wealth Arbitration Court award. As this was an extension of the same 
dispute in Victoria it became interstate in character. A compulsory con- 
ference under the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arb'tration Act was 
called, and a settlement was reached on the following terms :—A resumption 
of work on the basis of a wage reduction less by half than that permissible 
under the award; previous employees to be re-engaged; the settlement 
to be without prejudice to the rights of either party in any proceedings 
before the Court for a new award. 


4. Industrial Disputes, 1928 to 1932.—(i) Australia.—The following 
table shows in industrial groups the number of industrial disputes, the 
number of workpeople involved, the losses in working days and wages for 
each of the years 1928 to 1932, and the aggregate for the whole period :— 


Industrial Disputes—Australia. 


Mining. (Group VIII.) 


Manu- Transport, Miscel- 












































facturing. Building. pa ee oe _  Land’and! laneous. | ATL 
Year. (Groups I, | (Group | Sea.(Groups|(Groups X11/ Groups. 
to VI.) VEL.) Coal- | Other | 1X.to XI.)| to XIV.) 
Mining. | Mining. 
NUMBER. 
Tn! SS Se arrears nee 
1928 ee 28 6 190 4 | 42 17 287 
1929 oe 29 8 193 Ii 9 9 259 
1930 36 27 ve 126 4 5 21 183 
1931 ne 15 4 79 8 10 18 134 
1932 ae 20 4 Gli} 8 5 13 127 
1928-32 .. 119 27 665 | 35 | Ws 78 990 
Worxrrorte INvoLvep. 
| | | 

1928 sl 3,304 | 290 72,207 | 237 17,992 2,332 90,422 
1929 ore 25,304 | 732 68,751 | 8,015 | 1,286 450 | 104,004 
1930 be Glozaaiige. - 40,336 | S5iHl a 2,608 | Meee on | 54,222 
1931 . 53005 159 23,351 2,015 2,515 4,622 37,067 
1932 a 8,236 | 120 19,540 | 2,602 181 2,238 | 32,917 
1928-32 .. | 47,943 | 1,301 | 224,245 | 13,720 | 24,584 14,039 | 325,832 
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Indusirial Disputes—Australia — continued. 





Minirg. (Group VIII.) 






































Manu- sta: Transport, Miscel- 
Wore facturing. Wenn Land and lankang: ALL 

: (Groups I. VIL- Sea (Groups |(GroupsXII.| GRoups. 

to VI.) ze Coal- Other IX. to XI.) | to XTYV.) 

Mining. Mining. 
Worxine Days Lost. 
1928 ers | 71,803 Sano 315k e 1,124 367,271 18,540 | 7775278 
1929 Bio insiwlene.s ha 4,459 (2,496,028 31,748 30,237 | 2,918 | 4,461,478 
1930 28 77:232 on 1,328,142 3.798 46,427 | 55,642 | 1,511,241 
1931 _.. | 29,032 1,006 124,089 36,012 , 19,861 | 35,991 | 245,991 
1932 -- | 50,692 1,561 131,154 21,402 | 1,038 | 6,471 | 212,318 
1928-32 .. |2,124,850 | 10,442 4,394,534 94,084 | 404,834 | 119,562 17208,306 
EstrmaTteD Loss In WacGEs. 
SS oa. = : we igi ss 
| £ | 2 | £ £ £ 8 £ 
1928 +. | 61,160 | 3,225 | 377,586 1,069 | 317,337 14,982 | 775,359 
1929 .. |1,680,629 | 5,060 (2,810,623 36,4608 | 33:97 } 2,554 | 4,509,305 
1930 se | 73,126 | ae |1,398,706 5,t1T | 48,304 | 67,095 | 1,592,342 
193  .. | 28,694 | QOT | 120,535 | 29,249 | 13,553 | 25,799 | 227,731 
1932 oo 24,051 | 1,434 | 115,407 | 19,691 | %20. | 4,279 | 165,582 
1928-32 .. #8 67,060. | 10,620 |4,828,857 | 91,588 | 413,885 | 117,709 |7,330,319 
| | 





Satisfactory comparisons of the frequency of industrial disputes in classi- 
fied industries can be made only after omitting those which are recorded for 
coal-mining (Group VIII.). For the year 1932 these disputes represented 
61 per cent. of the total for the year, as compared with 59 per cent. in 1931. 


During the past five years, working days lost through dislocations of work, 
involving employees in coal-minmg numbered 4,394,534, representing 60 
per cent. of the total loss of working days for the period. The majority of 
these disputes occurred in New South Wales. In making comparisons 
regarding the number and magnitude of disputes in this particular class, 
it should be noted that the number of workers engaged in the coal-mining 
industry is very much larger in New South Wales than in any of the other 
States. 


A serious dispute, involving timber workers in the States of New South 
Wales and Victoria, was responsible for the higher figures relating to working 
days and wages lost in the Manufacturing Group during the year 1929. 
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(ii) States—The number of industrial disputes in ¢ 
years 1928 to 1932, together with the workpeople involved, ¢ 
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lost, and the estimated loss in wages are given hereunder. 


Industrial Disputes—States. 


ach State during the 
he working days 




































































Torkp >» Involved. R 
as Workpeople Invo Working |Estimated 
esta blish- Jays se i 
State or Territory. Year. | Number.| ments pay — a 
Involved. | yiroctiy.| ..227,| Total Se See 
Directly. directly.| ots 
— = - = == aa a he? : £ 
8 Ae 313 70,303 | 10,119 | 80,422 | 480,394 | 521,768 
eral alae 513 | 75,297 | 45552 79,349 |3,146,038 |3,421,412 
Filed es 56 384 | 46,418 | 2,151 | 48,569 |1,443,306 |1,516,29 
New South Wales ee "37 131 21,002 1,801 | 22,803 | 136,037 | 133,068 
1932 92 99 17,813 2,156 | 19,969 63,425 64,420 
s noes 21 51 4,309 1,567 5,876 | 110,659 96,454 
[ 192¢ I 320 8,893 12,719 21,612 |1,296,676 |1,130,565 
Victoria 4 | 1930 5 5 385 2s 408 7744 7,228 
[ 1931 10 92 4,022 621 | 4,643 | 27,862 | 24,884 
1932 12 37 6,475 110 6,585 99,638 65,599 
93 E 
1928 12 329 2,958 670 3 628 70,764 62,008 
1929 4 23 1,691 8 1,699 35443 3,379 
Queensland. . 1930 10 31 1,561 70 1,631 9,881 11,059 
1931 15 358 5,079 642 5,721 51,096 47,415 
1932 10 210 1,061 1,156 2,217 21,166 18,541 
{ | 1928 8 40 2,257 | %,21r | 3,468 54,835 | 45,999 
1929 2 21 532 40 572 9,040 7,910 
South Australia fe 1930 7 246 2,870 4 2,876 425798 22,987 
1931 5 5 160 166 55 582 
1932 2 3 109 4 113 970 664 
a] 't] | 7a] Ga] “aR ] Shee] eats 
2 5672 2,771 
Western Australia .. 1930 2 26 468 : 468 27,072 34,378 
1931 13 26 3,878 50 3,928 24,022 15,829 
1932 8 16 2,531 162 2,693 11,203 9,538 
1928 4 8 371 84 455 5,595 5,508 
1929 6 40 333 142 475 3,409 3,068 
Tasmania ae 1930 3 3 270 5 270 400 394 
1931 2 2 155 6 161 5,409 5,278 
1932 2 4 1,163 1,163 15,562 6,516 
ce z I 45 45 135 150 
Northern Territory 1930 : ; ; Be iy = 
1931 2 2 245 245 910 675 
ag 1932 I 3 i 177 177 354 304 
1928 é : ois A, ele 
1929 I I 20 20 
Fed. Cap. Territory .. 1930 A . +3 a°9 
1931 a 
1932 ms 
1928 287 804 | 82,349 | 14,073 | 96,422 | 777,278 | 775,359 
1929 259 926 87,493 | 17,111 | 104,604 |4,46r,478 4,569,305 
Australia seat 3 ie 51,972 2,250 | 54,222 511,241 1,592,342 
sRecullea pees ° 34,541 3,126 | 37,667 | 245,991 | 227,731 
2 372 29,329 3,588 | 32,917 212,318 165,582 











(a) See footnote page 83. 





_ 5. Duration of Disputes.—(i) General_—The duration of each industrial 
dispute involving a loss of work, i.e., the time between the cessation and 
resumption of work, has been calculated in working days, exclusive of Sundays 
and holidays, except where the establishment involved carries on a continuous 
process (e.g., Metal Smelting and Cement Manufacture). The followin 
limitations of time have been adopted :—(a) One day or less; (b) two da 2 
and more than one day ; (c) three days and more than two days ea) a 
three days and under six days (the latter considered as constitutin one 
week) ; (e) one week and under two weeks ; (f) two weeks and tee four 
weeks ; (g) four weeks and under eight weeks ; and (h) eight weeks and ee 
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EXPLANATION.—The scale refers to working days lost in hundred thousands. Thus, taking the year 
1917, and comparing the shaded and blank sections with the scale, it will be observed that about 870,000 
working days were lost in Manufacturing and Building, over 1,300,000 in Mining, over 2,300,000 in 
Transport, and about 150.000 in othe: industries. 
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s, according 


(ii) Australia—z928 to 1932.—Particulars of industrial dispute givens 


to limits of duration, for Australia for the years 1928 to 1932 47° 
the table appended :— 


Duration of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 





























Workpeople Involved. 
Working | Estimated 
r Num- Days Loss in 
Limits of Duration. Year. ber: Tints Wages. 
F In- ¢ 
Directly. } girectly. Total. 
£ 
a 403 44,781 52,576 
ag28 aE pee aaa e 127 47,369 55,514 
1929 127 41,299 me 21,366 20,907 22,975 
1 day and less ad +4 | 1930 81 Zs eh eee ec 13,810 14,791 
Boon pees nee ae 12,349 13,643 
1932 48 11,516 70 2,224 2149 
2 5056 
1928 29 | 11,038 458 <TD Ber 4 oe Ba 
mae a foe 308 eee 11,055 12,422 
2daysand morethan day .. 1930 24 5,315 a se Raed rabs 
1931 I 3,949 2 Bids , b 
mee 22 4,185 392 4,577 9,114 8,166 
2 1412 28 4,440 13,225 15,365 
es a Race 300 5,517 16,327 1EPs 
3 days and more than 2 days ..4 | 1930 14 2,454 4 Pp oes Pa 5 
1931 13 4,122 122 ‘ 
1932 9 2,431 491 2,922 8,681 7,397 
E 2 6 
28 18 2,490 235 2,725 11,372 12,75 
en 31 7,721 799 8,520 34,049 38,949 
Over 3 days and less than x 1930 15 3,233 T05 3,338 4,193 16,774 
week (6 days) ze As 1931 18 4,615 233 4,848 22,786 22,173 
1932 18 2,884 1,079 3,963 16,298 15,547 
1928 | 33 4,891 657 5,548 50,642 52,982 
7929 23 5,540 201 5,741 475784 51,893 
1 week and less than 2 weeks 1930 20 2,897 492 3,389 apione pee 
1931 19 4,552 683 55235 40,782 37,469 
1932 Ir 4,599 500 5,099 33,342 19,524 
1928 33 6,659 1,777 8,436 132,366 150,634 
1929 II 1,506 239 1,745 27,752 28,454 
2 weeks and less than 4 weeks .. 1930 12 2,895 419 3,314 475444 53,860 
* 1931 ir 2,997 509 3,500 48,940 42,522 
1932 Ir 2,124 330 2,454 36,063 25,747 
1928 19 9,300 3.427 12,727 22,445 290,830 
1929 5 154 37 ror 3262 5,812 
4 weeks and less than 8 weeks .. 1930 6 2,668 360 3,028 73,514. 70,453 
1931 8 907 233 1,140 38,323 34,840 
1932 &) 391 41 432 II,199 10,211 
1928 14 1,667 3,980 5,047 179,455 173,160 
1929 Io 18,114 14,179 32,293 4,266,738 4,353,187 
8 weeks and over 1930 8 11,479 223 11,702 | 1,311,712 | 1,382,853 
1931 4 632 125 757 60,923 61,278 
1932 3 1,199 47 1,246 85,472 65,347 
1928 | 287 82,349 14,073 96,422 777,278 7755359 
1929 | 259 87,493 I7,III | 104,604 | 4,461,478 | 4,569,305 
Total .° a 1930 183 51,972 2,250 54,222 | 1,511,241 | 1,592,342 
I93t 134 34,541 3,126 37,667 245,991 227,731 
1932 127 29,329 3,588 32,917 212,318 165,582 











6. Causes of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The reasons alleged by 
employers and employees for a stoppage of work do not in every instance 
agree in detail. In such instances additional information is sought to verify 
or support the contention of either side. On occasions, the alleged reason is 
of a twofold character, and, where this is the case, the claim which is fully or 
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partially satisfied and results in a resumption of work is taken to be the 
principal cause of the dispute. For the purpose of classification these causes 
(or objects) of industrial disputes are grouped under seven main headings, 
viz. :—(1) Wages; (2) hours of labour; (3) trade unionism; (4) employ- 
ment of particular classes or persons ; (5) working conditions ; (6) sympathy ; 


2: 
and (7) other causes.* The first five groups are subdivided to meet the 


varying phases of the causes of disputes under each of the main headings. 


(ii) Causes an Australia, 1913 to 1932.—The following table gives 
particulars of industrial disputes according to causes for the years specified. 


Causes of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 




















Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 193%. 1932. 
NUMBER. 
1. Wages— 
(a) For increase Si 42 23 24 8 8 a 4 5 
(b) Against decrease .. 4 5 4 3 6 9 17 IL 
(c) Other wage questions 31 67 66 39 45 44 16 26 
2. Hours of Labour— 
(a) For reduction eps 3 13 14 2 6 4 2 2 
(b) Other disputes re 
hours .. zit | 7 2 4 2 2 


3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
































of non-unionists. . 8 5 12 3 50 I 2 
(6) Other union questions 5 22 24 Ir 12 20 4 3 
4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons ae 44 103 152 105 87 48 50 50 
5. Working conditions nA 51 46 72 48 31 2 22 II 
6. Sympathetic ae eit 5 8 5 9 6 II 5 2 
7. Other causes .. bs 8 61 64 54 53 20 13 15 
Total er 56 208 360 | 441 287 259 183 134 127 
WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. 
1. Wages— 
(a) For increase a 8,633] 17,046 97,316) 2,775 1,414 2,053 1,295 


(b) Against decrease .. 563 1,275 300] 1,317] 10,532) 12,824) 7,108 7,327 
(c) Other wage questions 7,160 18,883 20,297| 17,057 8,742| 12,686 3,999 5,417 
2. Hours of Labour— 











(a) For reduction ob 460 9,730 7,813 61 21,646] 4,334 192 198 
(6) Other disputes re 
hours ae oe 1,819 290 288 I,005 2,067 
3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against employment 
of non-unionists. . 5,370 I25 4,432 193 103 ar 9 £7, 
(b) Other union questions 1,418 3,790} 25,848] 2,311 4,367| 4,160] 2,240 501 
4. Employment of particular 
Classes or persons on 11,370 25,165 55,174) 35:379 22,933 7;751| 12,023 12,556 
5. Working conditions -. | 10,785] 12,889] 29,766] 14,169 4,672} 4,276) 6,659 2,804 
6. Sympathetic... ws 947 3,499. 1,484] 6,123] 11,604] 4,010) 1,053 316 
7. Other causes .. a 1,758] 20,342] 48,039] 16,032} 16,524) 4,181} 2,331 2,486 
Total .- .. | 50,283] 113,034] 200,757] 96,422| 104,604) 54,222| 37,667| 32,917 











* The heading, ‘‘ Other causes’’ has been adopted to meet various sets of circumstances which 
mainly arise in connexion with stoppages which are not concerted movements, and include among 
others the following :—(a) During the course of a meeting of miners, the wheelers return their horses 
to the stables and leave the colliery; (b) disputes (not necessarily connected with industrial matters 
which the employer can control) arise between wheelers and clippers, or any two sets of workers, and 
sufficient workmen are not available to work the mine to its full capacity. 
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Causes of Industrial Disputes—Australia—continued. 

















193i. | 1932. 
Causes of Disputes. 1913. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 93 
| 
Workine Days Lost. 
Ww | 

ean ior | gee 15,425] 5,990 

(a) For increase .. | 100,069] 580,183] 150,691) 6,548 73433 ous ee : 

(6) Against decrease .. 9,438 2,573 2,578] 31824 |2:532)297 1,227,808] 111,258} 123,57 


5 42 2 7,631 
(c) Other wage questions} 78,183} 82,898) 83,831) 80,755 47,261) 113,10 43,746 17,63 


2. Hours of Labour— 


” 8 
(a) Forreduction .. 2,774| 280,152] 305,782 725|1,887,196| 63,583 ie ehh 
(b) Other disputes re | | 8 
hours GH. | toons 290 4,487| 2,667 3,183 


3. Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against‘employment 
of non-unionists 91,002 


1,623} 82,156] 2,137 39 
(b) Other union questions 2,388 15,607 


424 AD 99 5 
204,802} 8,900] 49,924) 50,225) 11,752 Crabs 








4. Employment of particular 
classes or persons .. | 191,723) 114,917| 310,425| 423,555) 78,492 ee ee ye 
5. Workingconditions —.._ | 73,562| 123,390| 303,788] 98,852] 8,545; 84552) T7s008) Baar 
6. Sympathetic .. «» | 24,066] 38,381| 3,573 106,358) -23,482/ 27,040) Aeetei Cte 
7. Other causes .. oe 5,212| 70,247| 261,468) 42,957) 23,381 p04 2) 0390 he || ee eens 
| 
Mlataneee .. | 623,528|1,310,261|1,713,581| 777,278) 4,461,478) 1,511,241) 245,997) 212,318 


























The main causes of industrial disputes are “ wage ”’ questions, “ working 
conditions,” and “employment of particular classes or persons.” 


‘ 


The number of disputes concerning “ wages ” in 1932 was 42, representing 
33 per cent. of the total. The heading ‘‘ Employment of particular classes 
or persons ”’ includes stoppages of work for the purpose of protesting against 
the dismissal of fellow workpeople who were considered to have been unfairly 
treated or victimized. This class of dispute occurs frequently in the coal- 
mining industry. Disputes over ““ Employment ” questions in 1932 numbered 
50, or 39 per cent. of the total, and over ““ Working Conditions ” II, or 9 per 
cent. Disputes classified under these three headings numbered 103, or 
8x per cent. of the total dislocations during the year. 


7. Results of Industrial Disputes.—(i) General—The terms or condi- 
tions under which a resumption of work is agreed upon are taken as the basis 
of the result of the dispute and are comprised in one or other of the following 
four classes, viz. :— 


(a) In favour of workpeople ; (6) In favour of employer; (c) Com- 
promise ; (d) Indefinite. 


Disputes are considered to result :—(a) In favour of workpeople, when 
the employees succeed in enforcing compliance with all their demands, or are 
substantially successful in attaining their principal object, or in resisting a 
demand made by their employers; (b) In favour of employer, when the 
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demands of the employees are not conceded, or when the employer or em- 
ployers are substantially successful in enforcing a demand ; (c) Compromise, 
when the employees are successful in enforcing compliance with a part of 
their demands or in resisting substantially full compliance with the demands 
of their employer or employers ; (d) Indefinite, when, for example, employees 
cease work owing to some misconception regarding the terms of an award, 
determination, or agreement, and work is resumed as usual on the matters 
in dispute being explained ; or in cases where a dispute arises in connexion 
with certain work which is, however, abandoned, even though the employees 
return to the same establishment to be employed on other work. The results 
of “Sympathetic ”’ disputes, in which a body of workers cease work with the 
object of assisting another body of workers in obtaining compliance with 
some demand, are generally “‘ Indefinite ’’ except when the stoppage is entered 
upon partially to enforce a demand in which these workers might ultimately 
benefit. 


(ii) Results in each State, 1932.—The following table shows the industrial 
disputes in 1932, classified according to results. 


Industrial Disputes—States, Results, 19382(c). 






































Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
er =| | S é ut S eat a 3 
or Territory. {[S&jo 3 gs || eae one g ; cee 3. & 
ySiy3| a] 8 | 5s | $s 8 S$ | 5s) 45 FI iS 
C5) > ° = re) > o - Oo > ° — 
Saj;lo| = a oa So a a oa So m4 5 
PEIrS) Al a > & ee} S a >& SS] Sy, 
sei sa a) se Ss Ay o sK co Oy o 
SESE | ISI Oe |e Sah et) g go |S] “38 g se 
SF)salo| 8) S&F] aa iS) 4 cE 63 io) 4 
New South Wales 24| 58] 10 3,284] 14,042] 2,643) .. 14,457] 35,922] 13,046 
Victoria ae I 6 5 420| 1,126] 5,039] .. 1,680 3,052] 94,906 
Queensland ra 3 4 3 1,573 300 34a Ee 6,955 1,511} 12,700 
South Australia ‘ i's <a DES 1 os ne 970 a 
Western Australia I 5 2 160} 1,700] 833) .. 480 6,964] 3,759 
Tasmania I I on 60] 1,103} .. ore 120] 15,442 
N. Territory I 7 roe = on 354 
F.C. Territory .. 5 ais 2 4 ste Ei 
Total, Aust, 2 29] 77) 21| .. | 5,437] 17,518] 9,962] .. | 23,572) 48,893) 139,853 























(a) See note to table on page 83. 


(ili) Australia, 1932.—The following table shows the number of disputes, 
number of workpeople involved, and the total number of working days lost, 
in disputes in Australia for the year 1932, classified according to cause and 
result of dispute. 
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Industrial Disputes—Causes and Results, Australia, 1982. 






































Working Days Lost. 
Number. Workpeople Involved. 

Classifled : A , 3 sé "Sth s E 
according to Selo ee so ‘oo. z é ors ae a 8 
Causes and Heiss la | 2 Bet) 48 a 3S 28 2S 5 c= 

Heit ees le a len| cs | 2 | 2 | 2a 52 ce 

seisai/& | 2 | es| ee | £ | 8 | 45] 48 8 9 
“oie o) 8 | go Sse oS tes te) ce oS sits s q 
asa leeelins: eS as cf aS (eee se HA oO A 
HE IER | oO =) i BA Cera ei 
Wages— g ,200 ae 
(a) For increase 2 WessA|aee 475 820 1,790 4 
6) Against de- 
‘ eee oe. |e 4 Cl he ato == 1,034| 6,293) -- a 4,647] 118,924 
(c) Other Wage ; : pas All Asal) 
questions. . A eel Allie 442| 4,588 387) -- 7,769 7:53 3 
Hours of Labour— no 
(a) For reduction I cee] ae 32 166] .. oc 736 2,158 ra 
(6) Other dis- om 
putes re hours Solos oe ote aA - +: . oe 75 20 
Trade Unionism— 
(a) Against em- 
ployment of 
non-unionists oa 6 aie 17 ae Ae os 59 oe og +? 
(b) Other union 
questions .. I I Ths 2I 320 TOO} ai 2m 4,160 2,080; .. 
Employment of 
particular Ciass- 
6s or Persons. . x14] 30 QSe 3,096] 6,580] 2,880} .. I0,145| 1%4,742| 11,167 
Working condi- ; 
tions an 4 6 colle 1,268 I,304 23710 2,880 6,686 55330) ees 
Sympathetic .. Ab PAN et | Mere ate 320) a aes a 1,096 ae 55 
Other Causes .. tl) 913 rab Sh 86] 2,390 rol. ae 172 3,668 20 . 
Totala =... | 29) 77) 21] .. | 5,437] 17,518] 9,962| .. | 23,572] 48,893) 139,853 
































(a) See note to table on page 83. 


(iv) Australia, 1928 to 1932.—The table hereunder shows the number of 
disputes, number of workpeople involved, and the number of working days 
lost in disputes in Australia during the five years 1928-1032, classified accord- 
ing to results :— 


Industrial Disputes—Results, Australia. 

















Number. Workpeople Involved. Working Days Lost. 
io | o “6 ~ 2 eh 2 AS 5 
Cn|o .| a “ on o> - 2 : 
ver leplssle [| e2|ef| 2 || 2 | gg| 2] 3 
SB e oe a of oP ° = =o a ic) = 
Bel eS! & | a ram BS & EI oe Ke) q 
S76| S| 5 Sh aa & a ee SSI rs z 
seyeey a || Se] Se | 8] § b ae ee ee 
1928.. oe 39| 228) 14 1} 7,362] 85,306| 2,814 eae 
2 aire a 55;757 | 674,076] 16,309 178 
2029.) ae ae 238 a 5 1206 69,859) 7,150] 15,304 38,943 |4,315,760| 43,174) 26,302 
oe lee 85 oe a 451204 39343) 520| 13,497 [1,358,044] 25,177] 13,000 
1G nS 2 , ; ) - a oP 
1932 (a) 55 29) 77) 2%) w: | 5,437| 17,581) 9,962| .. 23,592 ae 139,853 






































(a) See note on page 83. 


The figures for the year 1929 in the table above 
table include the number of workpeople involved 
lost in 1929 in the dispute on the Northern Coalfje] 
which commenced in March, 1929, and terminated in 


and in the following 
and the working days 


d of New South Wales 
June, Ig30. 
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Disputes resulting in favour of workpeople exceeded those resulting 
in favour of employers in the earlier years, but later the position was 
reversed. The percentage in favour of employers in 1931 was 6r. Many 
of the disputes in the coal-mining industry are of short duration, and the 
records show that the workpeople resumed work on antecedent conditions 
without apparently gaining any concessions.. These disputes have been 
classified as terminating in favour of the employer. A number of disputes 
in each year resulted in a compromise, while in certain cases the heading 


“Indefinite ’’ had to be adopted. 


8. Methods of Settlement.—(i) General—Methods of settlement have 
been classified under the following six headings :— 


(i) By negotiation. 

(i1) Under State Industrial Act. 

(iii) Under Commonwealth Arbitration Act. 

(iv) By filling places of workpeople on strike or locked out. 
(v) By closing down establishments permanently. 

(vi) By other methods. 


Hach of the first five methods indicates some definite action. The sixth, 
“Other Methods,” is more or less indefinite, and is connected with “‘ Other 
Causes ”’ and relates mainly to resumptions of work at collieries at the next 
shift, the cause of the stoppages not being in all cases made known officially 
to the management. 


(ii) Australia, 1913 and 1926 to 1932 (a)—Information for Australia for 
the years specified is given hereunder :— 


Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia. 





Methods of Settlement. 1913. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. | 1932.(a) 








NUMBER OF DISPUTES. 





Negotiation— 

Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives c 

By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. a 17 16 18 8 8 3 3 4 

Under State industrial Act— 

By intervention, assistance 


119 166 229 138 130 134 88 87 


or compulsory conference 19 8 13 Io 3 6 Il 5 
By reference to Board or 
Court 22 Io 19 8 I 2 I 2 


Under Commonwealth Con- 
cliliation and Arbitration 











Act— 

By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference 4 13 19 6 6 4 3 

By Filling Places of Work- 

people on Strike or 
Locked out .. = +3 8 5 10 7 9 2 7 

By Closing down Establish- 
ment permanently .. T a 10 3 3 Bd 2 
By other methods A 13 135 122 99 96 23 21 I 
Total Ae <e 208 356 435 282 254 178 132 |(a) 127 


























(a) See note on page 83. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 




































































: - «4 continued. 
Methods of Settlement of Industrial Disputes—Australia 
| o 1931. 1932. 
Methods of Settlement. 1913. | 1926. 1927. | 1928. | 1929: ce 
| | 
WORKPEOPLE INVOLVED. LL 
Negotiation— | 
Direct between employers 
and employees or their Nee ale ae 0,80 22,292! 22 
representatives ae 23,357 44,995 94,070] 37,708} 37,393 4 of 19 1595 
By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustriaiiAchee - 3,172 17,072 5,839 1,242} 19,161 196 1,885 1,800 
Slee State Industrial ne 
intervention, assistance 
os compulsory comferenee 6,505 936 3,763) 2,009 487 3,476| 3,871 1,640 
By reference to Board or 
icone ae So || eeeree! 684 41314) 2,975 56 et 42 ae 
Under Commonwealth Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration 
iD onesivent t 
intervention, assistance 
Te compulsory conference 659 4,332| 33,517 1,497 §ir 1,083 1,839 
By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 
Locked out .. a 658 245 533| 11,047 5,411 2,940 222 460 
By Closing down Establish- 
ment permanently 170 2 1,104 266 144 40 52 Ir 
By other methods 2,988) 44,325) 56,860] 38,916] 45,350 5,560| 8,058 4,156 
Total Ae te 50,283] 112,589} 200,000! 95,660) 103,513 53,200) 37,505 32,917 
WoRKiNG Days Lost. 
Negotiation— 
Direct between employers 
and employees or their 
representatives a0 94,400] 417,158] 700,968| 273,254|2,417,171|1,289,487| 109,601| 87,650 
By intervention or assist- 
ance of distinctive third 
party—not under Com- 
monwealth or State In- 
dustrial Act .. .. | 26,335] 549,427] 100,148) 36,937|1,279,258 2,893) 2,625) 79,872 
Under State Industrial Act— 
By intervention, assistance 
or compulsory conference| 187,871 11,281} 80,815] 38,878 5,261) 56,648) 25,257 7,423 
By reference to Board or 
Court 4 .. | 221,769 8,744 60,236) 29,533 56 1,272 252 3,408 
Under Commonwealth Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration 
Act— 
By intervention, assistance <7 
or compulsory conference 2,105| 134,841) 305,303) 3,962 1,882 s 30,317} 18,596 
By Filling Places of Work- 
people on Strike or 
Locked out .. ed 14,139 2,865 9,706] 266,369| 610,686) 34,612) 27,042 6,874 
By Closing down Establish- 
ment permanently 20,400 sis 30,289 750 9,861 80] 5,355 44 
By other methods 56,509] 118,580] 422,094] 96,637) 100,004] 24,726] 37,970 8,451 
Total ae -« | 623,528] 1,242,896|1,709,559| 746,320|4,424,179|1,409,718| 238,419] 212,318 























In each of the years included above, direct negotiation between employers 
and employees settled the majority of the disputes. In the year 1913, 
57 per cent. of the total number of dislocations were settled in this manner, 
and the percentages in subsequent years varied between 53 in 1923, and 7I in 
1915, the proportion in 1932 amounting to 69 per cent. In connexion with 
the comparatively large number of disputes classified as settled ‘‘ By other 
methods,” stoppages of work frequently occur, principally at the collieries, 
without any cause being brought officially under the notice of the employers 
or their representatives. Such stoppages usually last for one day, and work 
is resumed on the following morning without negotiation. 
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g. Interstate Disputes.—Disputes which extend beyond the limits of 
a single State, while in some cases of large dimensions, are comparatively 
few in number. These disputes rarely start on an interstate basis, but 
develop into such through the interdependence of trade union organizations 
and the submission to the principle that the objectives of one section of 
unionists must not be prejudiced by another section. 


In the year 1932, one dispute of an interstate character involved textile 
workers in Victoria and Tasmania. The trouble arose from an automatic 
reduction of approximately 15 per cent. in wages under an award of the 
Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration, and was settled by 
a compulsory conference under the provisions of the Act, the employers 
agreeing to impose only a part of the reduction permissible under the award, 
and to re-engage all former employees. 


Particulars of interstate disputes during past years have been published 
in Labour Report, No. 20, and in previous issues. 


§ 2. Fluctuations in Employment. 


I. General.—The collection by this Bureau of information relating to 
unemployment was initiated in 1912, when special inquiries were forwarded 
to officials of trade unions throughout Australia for particulars for that year, 
and for information relating to previous years, as far back as 1801. 


Since I912, information concerning the extent of unemployment of 
trade unionists has been collected at quarterly periods, and the results of 
the investigations have been published in the Official Year Book, Quarterly 
Summary of Australian Statistics, and the Labour Reports. The Bureau 
is greatly indebted to the responsible officials of the various unions for the 
kindly readiness with which they supplied available data. 


The particulars in the following tables are based on information furnished 
by the secretaries of trade unions, and the number of members of unions 
regularly reporting has now reached over 400,000. Unemployment 
returns are not collected from unions whose members are in permanent 
employment, such as railway and tramway employees, and public servants, or 
from unions whose members are casually employed (wharf labourers, shearers, 
etc.). Very few unions pay unemployment benefit, but the majority of the 
larger organizations have permanent secretaries and organizers who are 
in close touch with the members and with the state of trade in their 
particular industries. In many cases unemployment registers are kept, and 
employers apply to the union officials when labour is required. Provision 
is also made in the rules for members out of work to pay reduced subscrip- 
tions. It may, therefore, be claimed that percentage results based on trade 
union information fairly show the general trend of unemployment. 


Seasonal fluctuations in unemployment have been recorded by collecting 
returns quarterly since the Ist January, 1913, the yearly figures quoted 
representing the average of the four quarters. 


z. Unemployment.—(i) States, 1932.—In addition to the qualifications 
referred to above, allowance must be made for the circumstance that the 
industries included in the returns from trade unions are not quite identical 
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in the various States. The results may, however, be taken as ete 
fairly well labour conditions generally. The figures in the following le 
do not include persons out of work through strikes and lock-outs :-— 


Unemployment—States, 1932. 

















Unions Reporting. Unemployed. 
State 
Number. Members. Number. Percentage. 
New South Wales .. a ts 113 186,072 60,421 32155 
Victoria .. 7 a: ns 81 117,164 30,978 20.5 
Queensland ese ae - 40 47,578 8,949 18.8 
South Australia .. Ae bt 59 30,140 10,241 34.0 
Western Australia .. ar ae 2 25,286 7,442 BOn5 
Tasmania .. ae as ae 34 9,194 2,423 26.4 
Australia .. a8 ae 395 415,434 120,454 29.0 














(ii) Australia, 1891 to 1933 (3rd Quarter).—The following table gives 
particulars for Australia for the years 1891 to 1933 (3rd Quarter) in respect 
of :— 


(a) The number of unions for which returns as to unemployment are 
available, (b) The number of members of such unions, (ce) The 
number of members unemployed, and (d) The percentage of 
members unemployed on total number of members. 


Unemployment—Australia. 




















| UNEMPLOYED. 
PARTIOULARS, Unions. Aner 0. : = 
Number. Percentage. 
1891 end of year ae 25 6,445 599 9-3 
1896 ,, mS 5 25 4,227 457 10.8 
1901 ,, D “ys 39 8,710 574 6.6 
19°07 » ” - 51 13,179 757 5-7 
1908 _,, <p or 68 18,685 1,117 6.0 
I909 _,, MD St 84 FATA 1,223 5.8 
TOLON |, 5 ne oF 109 32,995 1,857 5.6 
TOMI Ty, > 50 160 67,961 S171 4:7 
TONS as rn 26 464 224,023 12,441 5.6 
1913 (average for year) .. 462 246,068 16,054 6.5 
1914, 9 .- 459 268,938 22,344 8.3 
1915 “A % ad 470 276,215 25,063 9:3 
OMS ” .: 473 290,075 16,783 5.8 
1917 ” ” oo 450 286,811 20,334 Go 
non Smann: pe + 478 299,793 17,530 5.8 
1919s, ” . 464 310,145 20,507 6.6 
1920 ” ” OG 447 341,907 22,105 6.5 
1921 ” ” . 449 361,744 49,549 5 ti Gea 
1922 ” ” .: 445 380,998 35,238 9.3 
1923 ” ” .- 430 379,557 26,672 ok 
1924 a ” on 413 397,613 35,507 8.9 
1925 ” ” a 380 391,380 34,620 8.8 














| 
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Unemployment—Australia—continued. 
UNEMPLOYED. 
PARTICULARS. Unions. Number of 
Members. 
Number. Percentage. 
1926 (average for year) .. 374 415,397 29,326 Figit 
1927 5 ” . 375 445,985 31,032 7-0 
1928 os “6 375 423,422 45,0609 10.8 
1929 ” ” 382 424,093 475359 The 
1930» ” 395 438,874 84,767 19.3 
1931 fe ” 397 | 430,004 | 117,866 Pag fer 
1932 ” ” 395 | 415,434 120,454 29.0 
1930 Ist Quarter 392 432,464 63,144 14.0 
aude | 5, 394 435,239 80,595 18.5 
3rd_sy 396 | 439,971 90,379 20.5 
4th + 399 447,822 104,951 23.4 
1931 1st 3 397 | 440,234 | 113,614 25.8 
and On 397 420,687 | 118,424 2750 
3rd » 396 426,603 120,694 | 28.3 
4th of 396 423,493 | TLS ISZ00| 28.0 
1932 Ist 9 395 425,094 | 120,366 | 28.3 
and 55 396 413,742 | 124,068 | 30.0 
3rd * 395 412,907 122,340 | 29.6 
4th np 392 409,902 115,042 | 28.1 
1933 Ist ny 394 412,074 109,182 | 260.5 
2nd s,, 394 415,559 106,652 25-7 
3rd 394 416,426 104,560 25.1 
3. Unemployment by Industries.—(i) Australia, 1932.—The next 
table shows the percentages unemployed in industrial groups. Industries 


in which employment is stable—such as railways, or occupations in which 
employment is subject to exceptional fluctuations—such as wharf labour, 
agricultural, pastoral, etc., are insufliciently represented in the returns, 
owing to the impossibility of securing the necessary information from the 


trade unions. 


Particulars are not, therefore, shown separately for these 


groups, such returns as are available being included in the last group, “ Other 


and Miscellaneous.” 


Unemployment in Industrial Groups—Australia, 1932. 



































Number Reporting. Unemployed. 
Industrial Group. 
Unions. Members. Number, Percentage. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. He 16 18,648 ete 38.5 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 63 72,636 23,508 32.4 
II. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 51 353549 6,714 18.9 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 22 33,342 7,060 20. 
V. Books, Printing, etc. ss 13 18,740 3,018 16.1 
VI. Other Manufacturing ae 66 38,840 16,176 Aer 
VII. Building s re aa 47 50,037 20,22 40.5 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. Pa 21 26,750 9,162 34.3 
X. Land ‘Transport other than 
Railway and Tramway Services 12 17,575 5,039 26.2 
TX peel. XU XE, and }XLV., 
Other and Miscellaneous ae 84 103,317 22,380 20.7) 
All Groups ae 5c 395 415,434 | 120,454 29.0 
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(ii) Australia, 1912, and Quarterly, 1931 to 1933.—The following table 
gives for various industrial groups the percentages of members of trade 
unions returned as unemployed in the fourth quarter of 1931 up to the third 
quarter of 1933. The percentage of unemployed at the end of Ig12 is also 
inserted for purposes of comparison. 


Unemployment—Australia, Percentages by Industries. 

































































2 1933. 
1012. 1931. 1932. 933 
Industrial Group, ne 
Year. | 4th 1st and 3rd 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 
*F-! dtr. | gtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. | Qtr. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture. ete. .. 3.7 | 34.8 | 36.6 | 39.6 | 39-4 | 38-4 | 36.2 | 35.3 | 34.8 
II. Engineering, Metal Works | 7.4 | 31.2 | 31.1 | 33-9 2.9 | 31.6 | 30.2 | 30.0 | 28.6 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc.| 7.3 | 20.4 | 17.1 | 19.4 | 20.7 | 18.4 | 16.6 | 16.7 | 18.1 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc.) 6.3 | 23.7 | 22.8 | 22.6 | 21.3 | 17.8 | 17.3 | 17.4 | 19.1 
V. Books, Printing, etc. 28 |exsio | 15.4 | 16.8 | 16.7 | 15.6 | 15-8 | D594 erSe5 
VI. Other Manufacturing 6.9 | 42.5 | 42.5 | 43.0 | 41.3 | 39.8 | 37-8 | 35-9 | 32.9 
VII. Building ac 5.5 | 36.0 | 37.9 | 42.1 | 41.6 | 40.2 | 38.7 | 36.6 | 35.2 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, ete. 5.6. | 33.5 || 33-5 | 34.2 | 35.6 | 33-7 | 29. || 28.x |) 2000 
X. Other Land Transport ate I.I | 25.2 | 27.3 | 29.6 | 29.9 | 28.0 | 27.1 | 25.4 | 24.8 
IX., XI., XII., XIII., and XIV., 
Other and Miscellaneous 4 | 20.2 | 21.4 | 22.0 | 22.0 | 21.1 | 19.9 | 19.2 | 18.8 
AUSTRALIA te a5 5.6 | 28.0 | 28.3 | 30.0 | 29.6 | 28.x | 26.5 | 25.7 | 25.2 
1 











(ii) Australia and States, 1932.—The following table shows for Australia 
and for each State the percentage of unemployed in each industrial group 
for the year 1932:— 


Unemployment—Australia and States, Percentages by Industries, 1932. 






































Industrial Group. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. |S. Aust. | W. Aust.| Tas. Aust. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, ete. .. 28.7 41.7 21.8 8.4 ; . 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, oes) fea soy 38.5 
ete. 2 ot 34.0 33.6 20.4 8.2 : z 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. 20.9 17.6 17.3 ce a: ane a : 3 4 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. 2.4 13.8 16.1 31.6 32.8 B18 21.1 
V. Books, Printing, ete. .. 19.7 13.6 6.8 20.1 23.1 13.6 16.1 
ovale Other Manufacturing .. 51.5 35.3 9-5 32.1 41.9 28.5 41.7 
VII. Building eee 35 37.2 41.2 33.1 56.3 AG 57-4 40.5 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. oo 34.6 22.4 32.0 66.6 19.2 3 
X. Land Transport other than 44-9 34. 
pellves and Tramway 
ervices 0 25 35.6 24.5 17.0 é : 
IX., XI., XIl., XI. and XIV, _ 43-60)" 302/]u0g8-6. JR 2Gxe 
Other and Miscellaneous .. 26.8 17.7 T3i4 TO, ny Pe 20.8 21.7 
All Groups sit S06 32.5 26.5 18.8 34.0 29.5 26.4 29.0 
4. Unemployment.—States.—The results of the quarterly investigations 


as to unemployment in the years 1913 to 1919 were published in Labour 
Reports Nos. I to 11, and in the Quarterly Summary of Statistics. The 
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following table shows for each State the percentage of members of trade 


unions returned as unemployed quarterly during th 
ecr acter) yed q y during the years 1920 to 1933 


Unemployment—States, Percentages Quarterly. 











| | | 
| | 
Period, N.S.W. | Victoria. | Q’land. | S. Aust. | W. Aust. |Tasmania.| Australia. 
—-—-— | | 
1920 3rd Quarter Ag 5.2 5.3 Tae 5. -2 
1921 3rd oh An 12.3 10.2 14-5 5 a5 ae BAS 
1922 3rd Pr, ms Ir.9g | che | 8.6 6.6 5G OP G27 9.6 
1923 3rd i 2 9.3 6.4 | 6.6 4.6 5.8 | 3.9 | nat 
1924 3rd - oa 13.5 7.8 5.3 | 5.4 6.1 4.4 
1925 3rd » . 7.8 9-9 5-4 | 5x 6.9 9.3 | ie 
1926 3rd a ails ad: Bi 8.3 6.6 9.2 15.0 7.6 
1927 3rd a ae 5.3 8.1 5.5 8.9 5 II.2 6.7 
1928 3rd aa 6 dace ie || Tr.2 6.8 17.6 | 8.8 8.2 Ea yh 
| | 
1929 Ist a Be 9.7 8.6 fre 13.2 8.5 8.7 ae 
2nd o eh 10.0 9.4 7.6 T45x 9.8 14.6 ne 
grd 4 nh I2.4 13.0 6.2 17.8 9.6 15.0 12.1 
4th oe Be 13.8 13.5 Wiad 17.8 11.8 Tsay 35% 
1930 Ist 7 aap 16.3 14.1 8.4 18.6 15.2 73% 14.6 
2nd Ay a 21.0 17.6 10.1 20.4 18.7 18.9 18.5 
ard i an ie res 19.4 11.6 ey Wy | 18.4 23.4 20.5 
4th ay an 26.3 21.9 12.5 28.5 24.6 26.5 23.4 
| 
193 1st " ne 29.2 24.4 14.1 30.6 26.1 | 26.6 25.8 
2nd rf ee 30.7 26.5 16.1 32.4 27.% | 2753 27.6 
3rd Ph ae 31.6 26.8 16.9 33-3 27.9 Zag 28.3 
4th ae a 31.5 25.6 17.5 EE lord 28.1 28.4 28.0 
1932 Ist a sie 31.8 26.0 18.2 33.1 2556) 7 |e-625e9 28.3 
2nd nn aid sare dy fer 19.9 35.2 30.3 27.4 30.0 
3rd bs ple 33.0 27.0 19.3 35.4 30.1 26.9 29.6 
4th ay ae 31.9 2502 17.9 32.2 28.9 23.8 28.1 
1933 18st 93; te 30.2 23.9 16.7 30.5 | 27.1 19.8 26.5 
and mF .. 29.6 23.0 15.6 30.0 26.0 19:0 | 25-7 
3rd 7 on 28.8 22.5 15.1 30.3 25.6 19.2 25.1 


























5. Causes of Unemployment.—In earlier issues of the Labour Report 
tables were published showing the percentage of members of unions 
unemployed through—(a) lack of work; (6) sickness and accident ; and 
(c) other causes. The returns from trade unions for past years show that 
while the percentage unemployed through lack of work has varied 
considerably according to the state of trade during the period, the percentages 
of members unemployed through sickness and accident, and through other 
causes, have remained uniform at 0.7 per cent. and 0.2 per cent., respectively. 


6. Seasonal Employment in Australia.—An investigation concerning 
the extent of seasonal employment in Australia was made in 1928. 
The State Statisticians were invited to furnish brief reports regarding the 
industries and callings in their respective States subject to seasonal fluctua- 
tions, and from the reports received, supplemented by information from 
other sources, particulars were published in Labour Report, No. 19. The 
result of inquiries concerning the organization of public works in connexion 
with unemployment was also published in Report, No. 19. 


7. Special Legislation for Reliei of Unemployment.—(i) General— 
The position in regard to unemployment in Australia became so serious 
in 1930 that the usual methods of providing funds for relief work and 
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The number of unemployed 


sustenance were found to be inadequate. t special action was 


increased rapidly, and the Governments realized that 
needed to provide additional funds to relieve the distress. 


nde ey for the relief 
The steps taken by the Governments to provide money fo 


acer: in the years 1930 to 1932 
of unemployment, and the legislation enacted gee ae ae of ae 
for that purpose are briefly reviewed in the two precedile Ss"™ 
Annual Labour Report. 


proved inadequate to meet the 
increased in I93I and 1932. The 
er rates of special taxation were 
Acts which came into force in 


Unfortunately, the provision made 
situation, as the number of unemployed 
Acts in operation were amended, and high 
imposed. In the following statement the 
1932 and 1933 are briefly reviewed. 


(ii) Commonweattu.—(a) General.—The Loan (Unemployment Relief 
Works) Act, No. 9 of 1932, authorized the raising of money to the amount 
of £1,800,000 for assisting the States in the relief of unemployment. The 
amounts allotted to the States were as follows :—New South Wales, £600,000 ; 
Victoria, £475,000; Queensland, £310,000 ; South Australia, £195,000 ; 
Western Australia, £145,000; ‘Tasmania, £75,000. The payments are 
conditional on the expenditure being on approved reproductive works, 
and on the States providing equivalent amounts. The required sum was 
borrowed by the Commonwealth from the Commonwealth Bank, and the 
States borrowed £1,200,000 from the same source, making a total of 
£3,000,000 available for the purpose indicated. The amount of £600,000 
granted to New South Wales was not subject to the £x for £1 condition. 
The total expenditure up to 31st July, 1933, was £1,367,638. 


(6) Commonwealth Advisory Committee on Employment—An Advisory 
Committee, consisting of five members was appointed by the Commonwealth 
Government in September, 1932. 


One of the functions of the Committee is the preparation of the agenda 
for Premiers’ Conferences and the following up of decisions and undertakings. 
The operations of the committee do not interfere with or hamper State 
activities, but render all possible assistance to the States. At the first 
meeting of the Committee, held on the 28th September, 1932, the Minister 
in charge of Development, stated that the Premiers’ Conference decided 
that a special loan programme of £7,000,000 should be carried out as part 
of a three-year plan to provide £15,000,000 for reproductive works. 


(in) New South Wales.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 was as 
follows :—Unemployment Relief Tax Act, No. 16 of 1932; Prevention and 
Relief of Unemployment (Amendment) Acts, Nos. 5, 15, 22, and 56 of 1932; 
Finances Adjustment Act, No. 27 of 1932; Finances Adjustment (Relief of 
Unemployment and Public Service Salaries) Act, No. 3 of 1933. 


The rates of tax are as follow :—(a) One shillmg in the £ of the net 
assessable income derived by any person or company during the income 
year ending 30th June, 1933; and (b) one shilling in the £ of the income 
derived from employment by every person other than a company during 
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the income year commencing on Ist July. Under the original Act the wage 
of any employee who was paid less than thirty shillings per week was exempt 
from the tax, whereas under the amending Act the exemption wage is any 
wage less than two pounds per week, the scales of total contribution being 
as follows, viz. :—On weekly incomes of £2 to £2 Ios., Is.; over £2 Ios. to 
£3, 1s. 6d. ; £3 and not over £3 Ios., 28. ; above £3 Ios. at Is. in £1. 


Resident taxpayers whose total income from all sources did not exceed 
£100 per annum were exempt from tax. 


(iv) Victoria.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 was as follows :— 
The Stamps (Unemployment Relief) Acts, Nos. 4026 and 4027 of 1932; 
the Unemployment Relief Tax Acts, Nos. 4023, 4053, 4057, 4059 and 4097 
of 1932. 


The rates of tax are on a sliding scale according to salary, commencing 
at a rate of r.2d. in the £ for incomes of £52 to £103 per annum; 3.24d. 
from £104 to £207; 4.05d. from £208 to £311 ; and so on up to a maximum 
rate of 14.22d. for incomes in excess of £3,000. 


(v) Queensland—Legislation dealing with this subject was not passed in 
1932-33. 


The existing rates of taxation are 3d. in the £ up to £104 per annum, 
6d. over £104 to £208 ; gd. over £208 to £499 ; and Is. over £499. 


(vi) South Australia.—Legislation covering special taxation for Unem- 
ployment Relief has not been enacted, the necessary funds being voted by 
Parliament from revenue. 


(vii) Western Australia.—Legislation dealing with this subject was not 
passed in 1932 and 1933. Special taxation has not been imposed, all money 
for the purpose being provided by the Government, Municipal Authorities 
and other bodies. There isa Hospital Tax of 1d. in the £1 applicable to all 
incomes over £1 per week, and a Financial Emergency Tax of 43d. in the £1 
from ist December, 1932, similar to the Hospital Tax. 


(viii) Tasmania.—Legislation passed in 1932 and 1933 comprised the 
Unemployment Relief Tax Acts, Nos. 4 and 27 of 1932; the Public Works 
(Unemployment Relief) Act, No. 409 of 1932 and No. 2 of 1933; the 
Unemployed (Assistance to Primary Producers) Relief Act, No. 4 of 1933. 


The rates of special taxation for unemployed relief are—4d. in the £ on the 
first £312; 5d. on £313 to £519; gd. on £520 to £1,500; Is. over £1,500. 
Although this tax is nominally an Income Tax, the receipts are largely 
utilized for unemployment relief purposes. 


8, Unemployment Relief—Sustenance Rates.—(i) New South Wales.— 
The Unemployment Relief Council is the central organization charged with 
the administration. Food relief is supervised by the Director of Charitable 
Relief; and employment on relief works by the Department of Labour 
and Industry. In 1933 the method of issuing food relief was changed to 
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a system whereby orders to supply food to a specified value to the ea 
are issued direct to suppliers. The value of orders tor goods varies wl 
prices and is higher in country districts. 


The following table shows the approximate value of food relief orders,ias 
at September, 1933, for the various family units in the metropolitan area :— 





| {| | | 














\| | Limit of | Value of 
Le opel a 
amily Unit. ae Relief Family Unit. | “per | Relief 
week. | per week. | week. | per week. 
| | 
ised, Rantls : s.d.| 8. d. 
Single person sis Io 0; 5 6/]| Married couple, 6 
Married couple =e) |) 820) 0 9 6 children .. J. || 40: “0"| =26iS 
Married couple, 1 child | 20 0 | 14 © | Married couple, 7 | 
Married couple, 2 | children .. -- | 45 0 29 0 
children .. A 25 0} 16 6|| Married couple, 8 j 
Married couple, 3 children .. ««-| £505 0: |) euaune 
children .. ae 25 0} 19 © || Married couple, 9 
Married couple, 4 children .. Ay 55 0 34756 
children .. x 30 0} 21 6|| Married couple, 10 
Married couple, 5 || children .. ~ 60 0| 36 6 
children .. 52 35. «0 24290") 
| 





? 


In May, 1933, a scheme of ‘“ working for sustenance’ was initiated, 
and payment of wages was made in cash as a substitute for food relief. 
The work is provided through the Councils of municipalities and shires 
according to the following scale :— 




















tl 
Emergency Relief Emergency Relief 
Work. \} Work. 
Family Unit. |; Bain eared eZ. 31] Family Unit. 
. Hours Wages || Hours Wages 
per week. | per week. i} per week. | per week. 
s. d. || | ata 
Single person ae 6 9 5 ||| Married couple, 5 
Married couple sis 10 15 eZ children .. ts 20 al wt 
Married couple, 1 child 13 z0 3 || Married couple, 6 
Married couple, 2 } children .. =e 22. i) (3aeeS 
children .. =e 14 21 10 || Married couple, Th.| 
Married couple, 3 children .. oe | eee Sas 
children .. ae 16 24 11 || Married couple, 8 | 
Married couple, 4 | children .. betel bee is 40 6 
children .. ie 18 28 1 || Married couple, 4g | 
children ., | 28 (| aguas 











It is roughly estimated that about £1,450,000 will be required to finance 
the Government share of the cost of this scheme in 1933-1934. 


(ii) Victoria.—Sustenance payments are distributed by relie i 
approved by the Charities Board of Victoria, and ey the peas of 
the police. The system of “working for sustenance” which was in 
operation in isolated instances only, was generally instituted on 3rd July 
1933, in spite of considerable opposition from organized labour, ; 
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The maximum income and allowance at 28th August, 1933, under the 
system are as follows :— 
































| 
Maximum Weekly Maximum Weekly 
Sustenance. Sustenance, 
Suste- Suste- 
nance nance 
not _ | Persons not _ | Persons 
Family Unit, | granted | ~ jo¢ | Persons Family Unit. | granted |“ joy | Persons 
it Family| working working if Family] working working 
Income in in Income in in 
exceeds .| Return | Return exceeds. | Return | Return 
per week.| “gor _for per week.| ~~ for for 
+1. Suste- Suste- Biiste- Suste- 
nance, | Bance. nance, | Bance. 
&..d. 8. d, 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Itinerant unemployed Man, wife and 3 
male... a 10 0 5 9 Io 0 children ie 30 0 16 6 27. 6 
Individual residing Man, wife and 4 
with relatives or children ~~ 32...6 19 0 30 0 
strangers (other Man, wife and 5 
than parents) children aa 35 0 2x 6 32 6 
unable to ean Man, wife and 6 
him or her 4° 0 6 0 12° AG children ax 37-6 24 0 35 0 
Man and wife 20 0 9 0 20 o |] Man, wife and 7 
Man, wife and x child 25 0 Ir 6 22 6 children f 40 0 26 6 37 6 
Man, wife and 2 Man, wife and 8 or 
children. aye 6 14 0 25 0 more children .. 42 6 29 0 40 0 


Note.—An additional 2s. 6d. 


is granted for each unemployed child of 16 and over residing with the 


applicant working for sustenance, provided that the weekly value of sustenance does not exceed 42s. 6d. 
Total family income plus sustenance must not exceed 57s. per week. 


(iii) Queensland.—The Intermittent Relief Scheme provides work through 
Local Authorities and Government Departments for all persons eligible 


to draw food relief, 


Weekly Ration Scale, 


The classification of the family units and amounts 
allotted thereto are shown in the following table. 


Weekly Ration Scale, Family Units, Number of Work Days and Total Amount of Pay as 
from 15th September, 1933. 





Total Amount 





{f not on Relief Work. Family Unit. et, ee 

8. d. 8. d. 
10 oO One person é I 13,0 
14 6 Man and wife : it 20 3 
18 o Man, wife and 1 child ; 2 27.0 
A Male Man, wife and 2 children .. 2 27.0 
25 0 Man, wife and 3 children .. 24 33 9 
28 6 Man, wife and 4 children .. 3 40 6 
32 0 Man, wife and 5 children .. 3 40 6 
35 6 Man, wife and 6 children .. a 47 3 
39 0 Man, wife and 7 children .. 54 0 
42 6 (maxi.)| Man, wife and 8 children . 4 54 0 


(iv) South Australia.—Food relief is ee ie the Unemployment 


Relief Council. 


The approximate value of food relief orders for the various family units 


is as follows :— 


Single person... 


Man and wife 


. 


. 


. 


Man, wife and one child .. 
Man, wife and two children 


Man, wife and three children 
Man, wife and four children 


The above rates are based on weekly average. 


granted for each child is 2s. 7d. per week. 


. 


Per Week. 

eat, 
ere, on 
TONG 
Aetic: tame 
ie Giek 
wb Gis 
P226'TO 


The approximate amount 
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ved married men 


(v) Western Australia.—Relief is granted to acs aL ie 


at the rate of 7s. per member of the family per week, with a u 7a. Chale 
of 49s. per week, of which 2s. in cash is paid in respect of oe Meth a 
over fourteen years of age are not eligible. Single He : ib echo 
board and lodging at Blackboy Hill Camp, where they ae ee 
to enable them to earn 30s. per week. If incapable of ae wer: 
are provided and the men are billeted on approved lodging Rec : ae € 
girls and women receive food relief to the value of oe: per week, and are 
required to work one day per week at a sewing centre. 

From the 1st August, 1933, employment upon relief ror ee oie ot 
a rotary basis which provides four weeks full-time work to be fo a y 
a period on sustenance according to a sliding scale commencing with seven 
weeks on sustenance for a man and wife and one week less in respect of each 
child. Single men are given part-time employment enabling them to earn 
30s. per week. Arbitration Court awards and conditions are observed. 


(vi) Tasmania.—The rates of sustenance allowed are as follows :— 


Per Week. 

s&s. d. 

Single persons oe fe 6 o 
Married couples a oe Ae - CNet MELEE yes 5! 
Married couples with one child .. ae Ke PN oe 
Married couples with two children bis a 2, Zheng 
Married couples with three children af Ae eee 
Married couples with four children ite oa cy One 
Married couples with five children se Bc S) ee Oneen 
Married couples with six children ifs a U2 0G9 
Married couples with seven children 5 ms Bees lO) 
Married couples with eight children cf ie «: 35) 3 
Married couples with nine children aC sf oe 


In respect of work in return for sustenance (which came into operation 
in June, 1933), 25 per cent. is added to the above rates. 


Firewood is allowed also at the rate of + ton fortnightly in winter, and 
every three weeks in summer, at a cost of approximately Is. 8d. per week. 


In addition, 1 pint of milk per day is issued where there is a child under 
four years of age. 


(vii) Federal Capital Territory—The original practice of granting rations 
was changed to a scheme of issue of work dockets, and the payment of the 
equivalent cash to that previously received in food value. The scale of 
sustenance per week, and the earnings under the scheme now in operation 
are shown below :— 


pied 2h, Scale of Maximum 
Family Unit. Sustenance Earnings 
per week. Allowed. 
cae s. d, Sede 
single person = - S 6 a Oo 
Manand wife... a a 9 = ” 30 O 
Man, wife and one child cf Se A Gy en ee 80 0 
Man, wife and 2 or 3 children 5 20 6 = eof EO 
Man, wife and 4 or 5 children ua 24.5 ey h2 Ontos 
Man, wife and 6 children .. = 24 10 > eo 
Man, wife and 7 children .. = 28 25 TOSErG 
Man, wife and 8 children .. Fe 23 ieee. = ZT RG 





* z49s. for 5 children. 
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The earnings are taken over a period of four weeks, and no relief is 
granted when they exceed the amounts mentioned during such period taken 
as a whole. 


Relief work is granted on the basis of one week in three for a married 
man and one in five for a single man. 





(viii) Northern Territory—Rations are issued only to sick persons, 
women and children and the old and infirm. Married men are required to 
perform work to the value of 25s. (approximately 1} days) per week and 
single men to the value of 15s. (approximately | day) per week. _ Relief is 
restricted to persons who were in the Territory 12 months prior to December, 
1931. Special assistance is also given to unemployed placed on peanut 
farms, while concessions are granted in regard to such matters as hospital 
treatment, burials, fares out of Territory, repariation of aged Chinese, &c. 


g. Unemployment Relief Funds.—(i) Commonwealth—The Com- 
monwealth Government made available the sum of £1,000,000, appropriated 
by Act No. 55 of 1930, for the relief of unemployment in the States. Other 
references appear in section 7 (11) ante. 


(ii) New South Wales.—The receipts and expenditure in connexion with 
the Unemployment Fund in this State during the years 1930-31 to 1932-33 
were as follows :— 


Year. Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1930-31 = 4,377,835 a 4,357,085 
1931-32 bee 6,042,256 ae 6,105,452 
1932-33 oh 6,736,923 = 3,995,302(a) 


(iii) Victoria.—The following statement shows the receipts and 
expenditure from the Unemployment Relief Fund for the years 1930-31 to 


1932-33 :-— 
Year. Receipts. Expenditure. 
£ se 
1930-31 ei 1,238,504 ae 1,343,281 
1931-32 . 1,545,715 . 1,053,552 
1932-33 oe 3,243,048 bes 2,838,084 


(iv) Queensland.—The receipts from the Unemployment Relief Tax 
for the period 28th April, 1930, to 30th June, 1931, were £702,640, the 
expenditure for the same period being £700,112. For the year ending 30th 
June, 1932, the receipts were £1,089,645 and the total expenditure £1,200,674. 
For the year ended 30th June, 1933, the receipts were £1,806,010 and 
expenditure £1,77I,I1I, in addition to an amount of £2,839,073 from the 
Commonwealth-State Joint and other Loan Funds. 


(v) South Australia.—There is no special unemployment taxation in this 
State. The moneys required for the relief of unemployment are provided 
from general taxation receipts. The total expenditure on Unemployment 
Relief (including Children’s Welfare and Public Relief) during 1930-31 was 
£877,047 ; during 1931-32, £1,024,553 5 and during 1932-33, £797,310. 





(a) In addition £2,358,848 from loans was expended for the relief of unemployment. 
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(vi) Western Australia.—Special unemployment taxation 1% not in force 
in this State. Amounts required for relief are voted by the Cora 
from general revenue. In 1930-31 sustenance payments amounte to 
£436,146 and expenditure on relief works to £149,455; and in 1931-32, 
expenditure on sustenance was £643,996 and on relief works £1,202,547. 
In 1932-33 expenditure on sustenance amounted to £346,956 (of which 
£149,833 was for sustenance work) and on reproductive relief work to 


£775,131. 


(vi) Tasmania.—There is no specified tax for the relief of unemployment. 
An estimate of the amounts expended for the last three years on relief work 
and sustenance for the unemployed is given below. 


Year, 1930-31. Year, 1931-32. Year, 1932-33. 

£ 
From Loans .. 35,300 os 40,000 5% 62,000 
From Revenue .. 51,800 an 70,000 oA 69,892 


The amount of £69,892 for 1932-33 consisted of £19,887 for relief works 
and £50,005 for sustenance. 


(vii) Federal Capital Territory.—There is no special taxation for the relief 
of unemployment, but the Commonwealth Government credited a Trust 
Fund with £15,000 at the end of 1931-32, in addition to meeting its ordmary 
obligations for relief from revenue, special loans, &c. The expenditure in 
1932-33 amounted to £67,580, and a substantial amount of relief was 
also provided from the Additions-New Works Estimates as well as the 
General Maintenance Hstimates. 


(viii) Northern Territory—Special funds are provided for unemployment 
relief in the estimates of expenditure for the Territory. The expenditure 
in 1932-33 was as follows:—Relief work, £5,031; rations, £2,031; fares, 
£1,036 ; unemployment relief works account, £1,263; other assistance, 


£1,467—Total, £10,828. 


to. Numbers in Receipt of Sustenance.—The number of persons in 
receipt of relief in its various forms cannot be accurately determined, but 
the following statement shows the numbers in receipt of sustenance in the 
various States at the 30th June, 1932 and 1933 :— 


State. 30th June, 1932. 30th June, 1933. 

New South Wales 8 .. 385,034 1 202,980 
Victoria nis a oe 169,600 we 95,800 
Queensland .. Ns - 28,863 21,932 
South Australia 5 a 55,705 46,787 
Western Australia... = 27,278 19,373 
Tasmania .. =r v3 7,300 7,581 
Total 673,840 vy, 3945453 


§ 3. State Free Employment Bureaux. 


1. General.—There is considerable diversity in the scope of the several 
State Employment Bureaux, as well as in the methods adopted for registra- 
tion of applicants for employment. Information in regard to these Bureaux 
was published in Labour Report, No. 19. Details were given concerning 
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systems of registration of applicants for employment, selection of applicants 
for vacant positions, granting sustenance and food relief, and other matters. 
In Labour Report No. 20, particulars relating to the organization of the 
State Free Labour Bureaux in the several States were given. 


The work of the State Employment Bureaux greatly increased in 1930 
owing to the abnormal amount of unemployment. The peak number of 
applications for work was, however, received in the first quarter of 193r. 
Skilled and semi-skilled workers, who in the past had not availed themselves 
of the services of the Bureaux, registered for relief work, as there was 
little prospect of employment in their usual occupations. Special legislation 
in 1930 for the relief of unemployment provided that registration at the 
Bureaux was essential before relief work or sustenance could be obtained, 
and resulted in increased registrations for employment. 


2. Applications and Positions Filled.—The following table shows the 
number of applications for employment and from employers received at the 
State Free Labour Bureaux in the various States in the years 1928 to 1932. 
The number of positions to which workpeople were sent is also shown. The 
figures relating to applications for employment received do not, however, 
necessarily represent the number of individuals applying for employment, 
since the same persons may apply more than once in the twelve months :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, Australia. 


eee ee ee 








Applications for Applications from 
Year. Employment Employers received. Positions filled. 
received. (a) 

a EEE eee 

1928 fe sie a 287,834 79,197 78,274 
1929 on as Aa 310,752 72,721 71,800 
19390 ss 50 P 668,500 143,219 154,923 
1931 ais nee 838,481 104,353 129,451 
1932 . on oe 741,224 124,553 137,044 


(a) Exclusive of Tasmania. 


3. Details for each State.—The next table shows the number of 
applications for employment and from employers, and the number of positions 
filled in each State in the year 1932 :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—_Summary, States, 1932. 


we eee 





Applications for 











State. Employment Ta oee recelned: Positions filled. 
received. 

ne ee Ste 
New South Wales .. ae 173,691 78,134 78,050 
Victoria .. fe Ne 81,322 9,334 9,154 
Queensland on t: 145,234 22,512 22,512 
South Australia .. ats 277,007 8,623 8,623 
Western Australia .. “sk 493323 5,950 5,481 
Tasmania .. ais é6 13,987 (a) 13,224 

Miotalaue ac 741,224 124,553(b) 137,044 


(a) Particulars not available, (0) Exclusive of Tasmania, 
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4. Details in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives details for the 
years 1931 and 1932 in industrial groups :— 


State Free Employment Bureaux.—Summary, Indusirial Groups, Australia. 























1931. 1932. 
Industrial Group. AERO saati 
Applications eu sae aa apples on cate Pond 
for Employ- 2 Positions | for Employ-] 7 4 os1tlons 
ment | Buplovers| Tailed.” |" meat,” | Touulvsa | ‘file 
received. (a) ; received. (a) é 
I. Wood, Furniture, 
Sawmill, Timber 
Workers, etc... 9,185 372 327 7,872 666 851 
II, Engineering, Metal 
Works, etc. .. 27,348 584 757 25,92 734 1,096 
WH, Food, "Drinks, a2 d 
Tobacco, etc... 8,109 1,367 1,385 7,176 611 81 
IV. Clothing, | Hats, ate 2 
Boots, etc. .. 6,452 1,104 1,106 5,561 2,118 2,212 
V. Books, Printing, 
COS cts a0 1,428 56 58 1,388 60 
VI. Other Manufac- 3 Be 
oar Aes .: hes 367 358 7,076 1,756 1,827 
. Building .: 52,585 3,760 4,456 0,5 1993 »217 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, eRe EES 2 
ete. .. an 3,339 907 1,170 3252 d I 
IX. Rail and Tram : 12, die 
Services 65 202,122 4,012 4,00 208, 7,75 957% 
X. Other Land Trans- 4 ae “pikeks ies 
port od 8,154 3,163 2,948 8,561 1972 878 
XI. Shipping, Whart 3:97 3:07) 
Labour, etc. .. 299 27 44 a | 
XII. Pastoral, Agricul- a 135 
tural, Rural, etc. 24,331 7,286 8,207 2,055 10,0¢ 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, IEE ae 10,438 
etc. ©... 50 22,978 5,290 178 21,238 5 
XIV, General Labour ‘ies : Ste ise 
and Miscel- 
laneous aie 464,950 76,058 99,847 361,731 86,689 97,369 
Total ao 838,481 104,353 129,451 741,224 124,553 137,044 

















(a) Exclusive of Tasmania. 


As pointed out previously, the work of the Bureaux in the various States 
is not on uniform lines. For example, in States in which Government 
Departments obtain workers from the Labour Bureaux, the numbers of 
workers are larger in comparison than in the same groups in States which 
do not adopt this practice. Moreover, special provisions for female workers 
are not made im all States. 


The majority of the workers sent to employment by State Kmployment 
Bureaux in 1932 were unskilled men, the number of general labourers 
and miscellaneous workers (Group XIV.) being 97,369, or 71 per cent., of the 
total number provided with work. Domestic workers (Group XIII.) and 
pastoral and agricultural labourers (Group XII.), were sent to em le mene 
in comparatively large numbers during the year. The number of eilled 
workers for whom positions were found was not large. As a general rule 
skilled workers do not register at the Bureaux until they ‘be cee d 
the usual avenues for obtaining employment. The majority of the wo rk ; 
who apply are unskilled, although skilled workers when they find that ee 
is no employment in their own trade register for unskilled work. — 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS, Taran 


5. Quarterly Applications for Employment.—The following table shows 
the number of applications for employment registered in each State in 
each of the quarters specified. A marked increase in the number of 
registrations occurred in 1930 and 1931. In the four quarters of 1929 
the number of applications for employment remained fairly constant, 
but in the succeeding quarters the depressed state of trade and industry 
was shown by the increasing numbers of workpeople registering at the 
Bureaux for employment and sustenance. The number of registrations 
increased in each quarter of 1930 and reached its peak in the first quarter 
of 1931. 





State Free Employment Bureaux—Registrations for Employment—States. 











| | 
Period South Victoria Queens- South Western | Tasmania All 
eroe: Wales ; ‘ land. Australia. | Australia. States. 
| 
1929. 
1st Quarter ae 18,668 8,668 25,630 | 16,54X | 3,381 | 554 73,442 
end D ae 18,018 11,187 21,494 17,733 3,610 968 73,910 
3rd » .. 17,901 10,731 27,200 19,801 7,131 929 83,693 
4th, .: 17,137 8,955 28,233 20,574 4,006 802 79,707 
| 
1930. | 
ist Quarter aa 27,715 10,180 29,120 22,009 5,263 | agp eos 95,398 
andl, . 51,769 31,085 29,697 29,101 7,926 1,785 151,303 
3rd ” . 82,575 2,506 28,310 43,389 14,364 5,178 206,322 
4th rf as 88,069 34,085 35,665 48,832 5,229 3,543 215,423 
1931. 
ist Quarter 8 84,242 36,344 40,957 2,269 | 6,008 3,727 233,547 
andy . 70,344 34,589 32,037 69,144 | 5,068 2,927 214,109 
3rd a BA 60,367 26,140 23,981 | 72,307 16,937 2,501 202,233 
4th ls, ws 54,899 | 21,021 30,744 74,029 4,507 3,392 | 188,592 
| | 
1932. | 
| | 
1st Quarter .™ 59,723 23.458 38,637 69,349 | 6,154 | 3,905 | 201,226 
and ry oe 36,135 22,693 33,671 | 72,066 | 8,774 3,691 177,030 
3rd ¥ aes 44,983 17,447 35,785 | 72,924 | 21,866 | 3,567 196,572 
4th > ve 32,850 17,724 | 37,141 63,328 | 12,529 | 2,824 166,396 
1933. | 
1st Quarter ai 59,347 21,543 34,619 61,123 | a. 2,151 
2nd 7 » 42,516 23,386 30,503 | 60,872 2,576 
| | 























§ 4, Industrial Accidents. 


1. Source of Information.—The following tables have been compiled 
from monthly and quarterly returns received from the Chief Inspectors 
of Factories, the Chief Inspectors of Machinery, and from Boiler, 
Lift, and Scaffolding Inspectors in the several States. In the Annual Reports 
issued by the State Departments, special sections are published relating to 
accidents in industrial undertakings. Reference to these Reports will 
afford more detailed information. The appreciative thanks of the Bureau 
are extended to the officials of the various State Departments, including 
the officials of the Mining Departments, who very kindly supplied the 
summarized returns shown hereunder. 


ne InpustTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 


2. Number of Accidents Reported.—The following table shows the 


number of accidents reported in each State in the years 1928 to 1932 ~~ 


Industrial Accidents.—Numbers, 1928 to 1932. 
































| 
Particulars. N.S.W. Vic. Q’land. | S.A. W.A. Tas. Total. 
TOZ8) pecs 16 8 6 3 97 
een An ee 33 | 15 10 II 16 137 
No. of Fatal Accidents ~ 1930... 51 10 15 I 20 ; 104 
TOG emer 41 14 5 6 18 : eZ 
1932 oS 56 9 8 3 21 6 103 
1928... |(@) 3,903 706 273 303 354 es 5,605 
No. of Accidents inca-| 1929 —..._|,, 6,061 655 325 264 340 5 7,701 
pacitating for over< 1930 nem Psy 59508. 531 230 | 219 349 79 6,994 
14 days TQ3T soawles | 45307. 398 278 182 | 430 54 5,649 
TOG ees, |b, dpOr5 441 235 123 392 93 5,899 








(a) Vide remarks below. 


In 1932, deaths from industrial accidents exceeded those for the previous 
year in all States with the exception of Victoria, South Australia and Tas- 
mania. The number of non-fatal accidents increased in New South Wales, 
Victoria and Tasmania, but decreased in the other States. 


The large increase in the number of accidents in New South Wales in 
the last four years was due to an amendment of the Act which provided 
that all accidents which prevented workers from returning to work within 
seven days must be reported. Figures for this State are, therefore, not exactly 
comparable with those for other States. Further, the definition of a non- 
fatal accident is not on uniform lines in all States. 


3. Accidents in Industrial Groups.—The next table gives the number 
of accidents in industrial groups in Australia in 1932. 











. Industrial Accidents.—Number in Industrial Groups, Australia, 1932. 
Industrial Group. Fatal. We ae >) 

I. Wood, Furniture, etc. .. a 2 319 
II. Engineering, etc. 50 on 3 812 
III. Food, Drink, etc. oo 30 I 694 
IV. Clothing, Hats, etc. .. 5. 3 360 
V. Books, Printing, etc. I 246 
VI. Other Manufacturing .. 5 1,339 
VII. Building and Scaffolding Me 2 nae 
VII. Mining mes iy 3: I 
IX. Lifts = - eo i o ee 
X. Miscellaneous : 4 I i 
Total .. Se 103 5,899 











(a) Includes accidents reported by Chief Inspectors of Factories as havi i i 
smelting and metallurgical works as follows :—1 f. ’ non-fz lin! ven yea val Saat ae 
pit aaieiiatal'in Westerie Acetealis, 1 fatal, 1,077 non-fatal in New South Wales and 2 fatal 

(6) Vide remarks above. 
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The largest number of accidents both fatal and non-fatal occurred in 
the mining and allied industries, the percentage being 75 for fatal and 33 
for non-fatal on the respective totals recorded for all industrial accidents. 


Two fatal accidents occurred in connexion with building and scaffolding, 
and three deaths were due to lift accidents. Seventeen fatal, and 3,776 
non-fatal accidents were reported in the manufacturing industries, and 812 
of the total occurred in the engineering and metal-working group. 


4. Mining Accidents.—(i) Sources of Information.—Information regard- 
ing mining accidents is obtained from the Departments of Mines in the 
respective States, except as regards accidents occurring in smelting and 
metallurgical works which are registered as factories and are under the 
jurisdiction of the Chief Inspectors of Factories. 


(ii) Classification.—The following tables give particulars of mining 
accidents reported to the Mines Departments, and in regard to accidents in 
ore-dressing, smelting and metallurgical works to Inspectors of Factories in 


each State in the year 1932. 


Mining Accidents.—Classification according to Causes, 1932.(a) 
A.—Fatal Accidents. 








Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.| S.A. W.A. Tas. | Total. 





METALLIFEROUS MINES. 


1. Below Ground— 





Accidents caused by Explosives .. a py at te I oe I 
a + Falls of Ground 3 2 2 tie 10 3 20 
i Falling down 
shafts, etc. .. 4 4 
Other Accidents a we I 2 2 5 
a. Above Ground— : 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion oa -. oe I ah oo oe 2 oe a 
Other Accidents mi ao 6 as ae an I I 8 
3. Accidents In Batteries, Ore-dressing, Smelt- 
Ing and other Metallurgical Works, etc. 4 Si I me 2 aS 7 
4. Quarries, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. a5 Ao I he 3 I ts 5 


COAL MINES. 


x. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) ee fe 
Accidents caused by Explosives 
(Dynamite, etc.) 50 ie I s te ce = ae I 
Accidents caused by Falls of Earth.. II 24 re Hp: oe AD II 
Other Accidents os ae 6 


2. Abeve Ground —- 
Accidents caused by Machinery in 














Motion oA Oyo 55 5 sh AG a ca ae an 
Other Accidents 55 te 5 ate ne 50 On Efe 6 
Total 6s ae 5 ce 42 3 6 3 19 4 he 














eee 88 ee 


(a) The figures relating to mining accidents do not in all cases correspond with those published 
by the States Mines Departments, the discrepancies being partly due to the fact that accidents occurring in 
certain metallurgical works and quarries are not included in the figures issued by the Mines Departments, 


and partly to the lack of uniformity regarding the definition of a non-fatal accident. 
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Mining Accidents.—Classification according to Causes, 1932—continued. 
B.—Non-fatal Accidents Incapacitating for over 14 days. 











Cause of Accident. N.S.W.| Vic. | Q’land.; S.A. | W-A. | Tas. a he 
(a) 
METALLIFEROUS MINES. 
z. Below Ground— B TA 
Accidents caused by Explosives .. I I 4 2 8 
” » Falls of Ground Io 2 9 14 3 3 
ro nA Falling down P . 7 
shafts, etc. .. I a5 nf s 
Other Accidents on a 5 ne 41 165 46 257 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by machinery in 
motion a ere a6 I ea I ae 7 ++ 9 
Other Accidents ae a 9 I 10 4 41 7 72 
s. Accidents In Batteries, Ore-dressing, Smelt- 
Ing and other Metallurgical Works, etc.| 1,078 ie 25 74 20 BY || each 
4. Quarries, Brick and Clay Pits, etc. cia at ba ae II 2 fe 13 


COAL MINES. 
x. Below Ground— 
Accidents caused by Mine Explosions 
(Fire Damp, etc.) ae Arn ais 0 = ae Se a oe 
Accidents caused by Explosives 





























(Dynamite, etc.) sie ua It I oka I 13 
Accidents caused by Falls of Earth . . 43 I 16 27 on 87 
Other Accidents " ae 44 2 63 81 2 192 
2. Above Ground— 
Accidents caused by Machinery in 
Motion e bo Ae I I I a3 i" a5 4 
Other Accidents Ae a 9 a6 DBE ms 13 ote 33 
Total ae ate oS 1,213 | 9 181 89 382 67 1,941 
(a) Complete reports not available. (6) Inclusive of 1,079 accidents reported by Chief Inspectors 


of Factories as having occurred in ore-drossing, smelting and metallurgical works. 


Forty-eight fatal accidents occurred below ground in Australia during the 
year, as compared with 17 above ground. Fatal accidents in ore-dressing, 
smelting and metallurgical works in 1932 numbered 7, as against 41 in 
metalliferous mines, 24 in coal mines and 5 in quarries and brick and clay 
pits. The total number of non-fatal accidents reported by Mines Depart- 
ments and Inspectors of Factories in connexion with batteries, ore-dressing, 
smelting, etc., was 1,202. The number of non-fatal mining accidents below 
ground was 608 and above ground 118. Thirteen non-fatal accidents 
oceurred in quarries and brick and clay pits. 
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CHAPTER IV.—ASSOCIATIONS. 


Glatiabour Organizations. 


x. General.—in Labour Report No. 2 an outline was given of the method 
adopted to ascertain the number of members of labour organizations in 
Australia, and tabulated results up to the end of Ig12 were included. From 
the beginning of 1913 quarterly returns were obtained from a considerable 
number of trade unions, both as to membership and unemployment, and 
these were supplemented at the end of each year by special inquiries as to 
the membership of those unions which, owing to the nature of the callings 
and industries covered, were unable to furnish quarterly unemployment 
returns. The following pages show the general situation in regard to the 
trades union movement in Australia at the present time, and its development 
since the year 1928. The aflairs of single unions are not disclosed in the 
published results and this has assisted in securing complete information. 
The Bureau is greatly indebted to the secretaries of Trade Unions for their 
cordial co-operation in regard to the supply of information. 

The figures published in this chapter cover the years 1928 to 1932. 
Particulars for the years 1912 to 1927 will be found in preceding issues of 


the Report. 
9. Trade Unions and Branches—Number and Membership, 1925 to 1982. 


—The following table gives particulars of the number of separate unions 
and branches with the number of members at the end of the years 1928 to 


1Q32°—— 
Trade Unions—Branches and Membership. 






























































1 
Year. N.S.W | Vie. | Q’land.| S.A. | W.A. | Tas. oan Total. | Aust. 
NUMBER OF SEPARATE UNIONS. 
1928 on 1907 151 102 106 128 80 4 768 4379 
1929 ee 195 151 106 105 129 8r 4 771 a374 
1930 ie 203 151 107 106 127 82 4 780 a362 
1931 nic €202 150 107 110 129 73 4 780 a362 
1932 ae €202 I5I 107 IIo 129 Gash al 4 781 a361 
NUMBER OF BRANCHES. 
1928 on 596 415 git 104 190 74 ts 1,690 | 62,079 
1929 + 598 410 315 173 189 72 a8 1,757 | 62,154 
1930 $0 598 410 319 173 190 71 sf 1,761 | 62,179 
1931 30 585 408 318 171 183 79 on 1,735 | 62,153 
1932 oo 583 406 319 17 185 71 oe) 1,735 _|_ 62,155 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 
1928 ~. 13571390 | 242,190 | 154,799 | 75,725 | 61,498 | 18,405 | 1,474 | 911,541 | 91,540 
ats “> | 354,430 | 240,809 | 154,627 | 69,479 | 63,619 | 17,215 989 | gor,168 | 901,168 
1930 +2 1343,134 | 229,322 | 141,925 | 63,318 | 60,243 | 16,831 984 | 855,757 | 855,757 
1931 .. | 315,732e] 203,956 | 123,050 57,082 2,234 16,150 802 769,006 769,006 
1932 .. 13314,050e| 196,989 | 110,055 | _54,t09 } 50,160 | 14,699 769 | 740,831 | 740,831 
PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN MEMBERSUHIP.(d) 
1928 - 0.6 €2.2 2.8 c5.1 5 10.3 26.5 ifs are 
1929 af co.8 co.2 co... c7.9 3.4 c7.3 c€32.9 ClLar OL.r 
1930 3.2 c4.8 c8.2 c8.9 c5.3 zz co.5 c5.0 c5.0 
1931 a c8.0 (oiegne c13.3 c9.9 c13.3 c4.1 e18.5 cro.t c1o.1 
1932 co.5 03.4 | c1o.6 (Asjers c4.0 cg.2 c4.1 C2. C3267 





-State duplication. The figures represent the number of distinct organizations 
and ee ae of onarimations. They do not represent the total number of organizations 
which are practically independent and self-governing (see following remarks). (0) Includes not only 
branches of separate State unions and sub-branches in each State of inter-State unions, but also head 
State branches of inter-State unions. (c) Decrease. _(d) On preceding year. (e) Includes 13 
unions with a membership of 590 in the Federal Oapital Territory. 
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The types of trade unions in Australia vary greatly, and range from 
the small independent association to the large inter-State organization, 
which, in its turn, may be a branch of an international union. Broadly 
speaking, there are four distinct classes of labour organizations, V1Z. :— 
(i) the local independent ; (ii) the State ; (iii) the inter-State ; and (iv) the 
Australasian or international. 


In the table just given, under the heading ‘“‘ Number of Separate Unions, 
each union represented in a State is counted once only, regardless of the 
number of branches in that State. In the total number of separate unions 
in each State (see last column but one), it is obvious that there will be dupli- 
cation in the case of inter-State and similar unions, since each such union 
is counted once in each State in which it is represented by a Branch. The 
figures in the last column, therefore, have been obtained by making due 
allowance for this duplication. 


3. Trade Unions—Industrial Groups, 1928 to 1932.—The following table 
gives the number and membership of trade unions in Australia in industrial 
groups at the end of the years 1928 to 1932. In previous Reports it was 
pointed out that the number of unions classified in Group XIV. (Miscellan- 
eous), increased considerably during the period I918 to 1920, and a 
correspondingly large increase occurred in the membership of the 
group. During recent years many associations of employees of public and 
semi-public bodies have been organized, and such unions are now included 
in the tabulations. Public Service, municipal, banking and insurance 
associations, which were not previously recognized, are now registered under 
the provisions of Commonwealth and State Industrial Arbitration Acts, 
and are therefore classified as industrial bodies. The inclusion of these 
organizations is responsible, to a great extent, for the increase in Group 


XIV. 
Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Australia. 








Industrial Groups. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 





NUMBER OF UNIONS(a). 














Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. “rc 4 4 4 4 
Il. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 23 22 22 22 ae 
Til. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. .. 33 33 32 34 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. .. 12 12 12 12 a 
V. Books, Printing, etc. ae 8 8 9 10 Io 
VI. Other Manufacturing te 40 42 41 38 7 
VII. Building oe we a 28 28 28 28 33 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. x 14 14 I4 13 I 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services .. 30 31 30 2 : 
X. Other Land Transport .. a 5 5 5 ; zm 
XI, Shipping, ete. .. ve a 29 28 26 24 “a 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. a 3 3 3 * 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. ay 20 19 15 ee é 
XIV. a aaa 2 z 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical I 
(ii) Public Service A a a a = Fy a 
(iii) Retail and Wholesale i ; Z = a! 48 
(iv) Bone Sewerage, and z 7 
abouring SO mr x 
(v) Other Miscellaneous Ac a an xe a RY 
Total .. ee 53 3794 3744 3624 3624 36140 





ee tt 
(a) Allowing for inter-State duplication. 
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Trade Unions—Industrial Groups—Australia—continued. 





Industrial Groups. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 








NUMBER OF MEMBERS. 




















Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, etc. as 35,740 | 35,898 30,944 26,700 27,054 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 87,417 | 85,425 79,081 74,316 72,883 
III. Food, Drink, Tobacco, ete. .. 71,994 71,948 91,437 63,582 61,183 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. = 56,874 56,300 | 50,625 47,707 51,154 
V. Books, Printing, etc. 53 19,771 19,817 19,822 18,703 18,128 
VI. Other Manufacturing co| 46,779 | 44,693 44,742 42,553 40,578 
VII. Building 5 ae ae 60,416 | 61,191 59,629 52,041 52,582 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. .. AS 43,044 | 43,098 42,405 36,037 32,846 
IX. Railway and Tramway Services .. 116,061 113,281 106,968 92,292 91,889 
X. Other Land Transport .. Teal 20,632 18,817 18,211 17,595 17,158 
XI. Shipping, etc. .. ee Ss 38,361 38,308 | 38,050 36,039 2,994 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, etc. =5 55,547 50,266 43,639 28,668 ZI 237 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. .. 52 30,488 29,767 25,504 23,611 20,993 

XIV. Miscellaneous— 
(i) Banking, Insurance and Clerical 28,371 | 30,440 31,140 30,222 28,420 
(ii) Public Service = a 79,175 99:773 81,275 81,395 80,889 
(iii) Retail and Wholesale a0 | 31,034 315887 28,859 26,630 24,983 

(iv) Municipal, Sewerage and 

Labouring He an 48,691 40,577 41,027 32,541 30,639 
(v) Other Miscellaneous A 41,146 43,082 42,399 38,374 35,221 
Total at a a 911,541 gor,168 855,757 769,006 740,831 








4. Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female 
Members.—(i) States, 1932. The census of 1921 showed the percentage of 
male and female employees (i.e., persons “ in receipt of wages or salary,” and 
persons ‘‘ unemployed”), 20 years of age and over, on the total male and 
female population, and by applying these percentages to the estimated total 
male and female population at 31st December, 1932, an estimate of the 
number of adult employees of each sex in that year was obtained. These 
figures will, naturally, be subject to modification when the necessary partic- 
ulars have been compiled from the Census of 1933. 


The following table shows separately for males and females and for each 
State (a) the number of members of trade unions, (6) the estimated number 
of employees of each sex 20 years of age and over in all professions, trades, 
and occupations, and (¢) the percentage of the former (a) on the latter (b) 
at the end of the year 1932. The estimated number of employees includes 
all persons (over the age specified) in receipt of wages or salary, as well as 
those unemployed, and therefore embraces a large number of adults who 
are not eligible for membership of any trade union (such as certain persons 
employed in professional occupations) as well as others who, while eligible 
for membership so far as the nature of their trade or occupation Is concerned, 
do not reside in a locality which is covered by any union devoted to their 
particular trade or occupation. Moreover, the age at which persons are 
eligible for membership varies in different unions. The Census results are 
classified in quinquennial age groups, and age 20 years is taken as 
approximating to the age of admission to membership. A line has been 
added to show the estimated numbers of “ junior ”? workers under 20 years 


of age. 
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5 rs, 1932. 
Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female Members, 
‘ Nthn. Aus- 
Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. Q’land.| S.A. W.A. Tas. /y’tory.| tralia. 
(a) | 
MALES. 








| 


(eva 92,000] 39,130 I,450|I,330,000 
ar 43,215| Ir 850 741| 630,688 





Estimated Total No. of Employees 4 
20 years of age and over ++ | 532,200} 347,750| 200,540] 117 
No. of Members of Unions .. | 271,882] 160,011} 95,520| 47,469 
Percentage of Members on Esti- | e - 
mated Total No. Employees .. 51.2 46.0 | 47.0 one see Seen Bee ae ae 
Junior Workers (under 20) he 2,310 GR tas 37,040| 23,330) 10,04 of a , 








FEMALES. 





Estimated Total No. of Employees 


=6 6 25,46 2 80} 317,250 
20 years of age and over 118,290] 105,560] 41,610] 25,460] 17,420] 8,730 I , 
No. Gr Memes of Unions b, 42,168] 36,978] 14,535| 6,640] 6,945] 2,849 28} 110,143 
Percentage of Members on Esti- ; E 
mated Total No. Employees 35.6 35.0 34.9 26.1 39.9 32.6 15.6 347 
Junior Workers (under 20) 5p 51,260 43,960) 19,300] 12,340] 8,910] 4,150 60] 139,980 





(a) Inclusive of Federal Capital Territory. 


(i) Australia,—Similar particulars for Australia for the five years 1928 
to 1932 are given in the next table. 


Trade Unions—Number and Percentage of Male and Female Members—Australia. 





Particulars. | 1928. | 1929. | 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 





MALES. 





Estimated Total Number of Employees 20 





~ years oaee a ours 4 on ++ | 1,288,200 | 1,302,400 | 1,313,000 | 1,322,000 | 1,330,000 
umber o embers 0 nlons .. os 785,189 774,031 735,767 656,105 630,685 
Percentage of Members on Estimated Total oa a ee F 
Number of Male Employees .. A 60.9 59-4 56.0 4007 47.4 
Junior Workers (under 20) cr Ha 239,050 241,400 243,400 244,850 246,500 
FEMALES. 





Estimated Total Number of Employees 20 


years of age and over ne 304,000 308,200 11,600 14,6) 
Number of Members of Unions .. a 126,352 rasa rae: see 3171250 
Percentage of Members on Estimated Total ; : Sis 
Number of Female Employees 41.5 41 
5 a os) 8. as 4 
Junior Workers (under 20) ae a) 134,200 136,000 apie sane ee 








5. Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members, 1928. 
to 1982.—The following table shows the number and membership of all 
trade unions in Australia for the years 1928 to 31932 inclusive, classified 
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according to size. In this table inter-State unions are counted once 
only :— 


Trade Unions—Classification according to Number of Members—Australia. 










































































] 
10,000 5,000) 2,000 1,000 500 300 200 100 50 
Classifi- and and and and and and and and and Under | Total. 
cation. | over. | under | under | under | under | under | under | under | under 50. 
10,000, | 5,000. | 2,000. | 1,000. 500. 300, 200. 100, 
NUMBER OF UNIONS. 
! 
1928 .. 27 15 38 46 46 34 29 47 45 52 379 
1929 .. 26 15 37 45 47 28 34 49 37 56 374 
1930 .. 28 8 39 41 43 33 30 48 35 57 362 
TOSH 52 « 26 Io 35 42 51 29 23 51 36 59 362 
1932 -- 23 14 38 38 47 30 24 50 34 63 361 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1928 .. | 565,478] 94,520] 121,944) 65,148| 32,738] 13,047] 6,895 | 7,114 | 3,220 | 1,437 | 911,541 
1929 .. |556,447| 98,868] 117,834] 64,008) 33,720| 10,831 8,273 7,061 2,601 1,525 | 901,168 
1930 .. |543,235| 57,939| 133,496] 58,476] 31,726] 12,786] 7,030 | 7,007 | 2,485 | 1,577 | 855,757 
1931 .. | 454,636| 69,163] 121,659| 58,616) 36,779] 41,052] 5,485 | 7,470 | 2,564 | 1,582 | 769,006 
1932 .. | 392,095| 102,843] 128,801; 53,784) 34,331] 11,410] 6,269 | 7,189 | 2,477 | 1,632 | 740,831 
PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 

1928 .. 62.0 10.4 13°33 ok 3.6 14 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.2 100.0 
1929) .. 61.7 rr. 0) Tots 7.1 ee) a2 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.2 100.0 
T6340) 63.5 6.8 15.6 6.8 qo7) m5 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.2 100.0 
Tiga vine « 59.1 9.0 15.8 75) 4.8 1.4 0.7 1.0 0.4 0.2 100.0 
Rigaz: ive 52.9 13.9 17.4 Fea) 4.6 1.5 0.9 I.0 0.3 0.2 100.0 





\ 





In the last part of the preceding table the percentage which the 
membership in each group bears to the total membership of all groups is 
given for the years 1928 to 1932. The tendency towards closer organization 
is evidenced by the fact that though membership of trade unions has increased 
since 1g12 by 71 per cent., the number of unions having less than 2,000 
members has considerably decreased, viz., from 360 to 286. 


6. Inter-State or Federated Trade Unions.—The following table gives 
particulars regarding number and membership of inter-State or federated 
trade unions having branches in two or more States. The figures include 
inter-State unions registered under the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, as well as federated unions which are not so registered :— 


Inter-State or Federated Trade Unions—Number and Membership. 





























UNIONS OPERATING IN— 
PARTICULARS. TOTAL. 
2 States. | 3 States. | 4 States. | 5 States. | 6 States.a 

I9ZB¥ 5. 17 14 14 19 43 107 

XQZO << 19 13 16 20 43 Ir 

Number of Uniona 1930 .. 18 15 16 19 43 Ilr 
I93E Pas 19 14 18 23 41 115 

EQ32\ vues 21 12 19 23 41 116 

1928 .. 22,200 51,225 95,363 175,128 | 398,355 742,271 

1929 .- 26,055 53,967 107,030 208,721 | 352,765 748,538 

Number of Members< 1930 .. 24,699 63,103 99,861 183,399 | 357,469 728,441 
I9g3I_ . 23,992 59,110 93,736 | 178,712 290,457 646,007 

1932 .- 31,950 43,491 92,518 | 182,540 | 261,835 612,334 

| | 





(a) Certain unions in this group have, in addition to branches in each of the six States, branches 
in the Northern Territory and in the Federal Capital Territory. 
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tates has increased 
he membership of 
3 risen 


The number of organizations operating in two or more S 
from 72 in IgI2 to I16 in 1932, and the percentage of the n 
such organizations on the total membership of all organizations ha 
from 65 per cent. to 83 per cent. during the same period. 


7 Central Labour Organizations.—In each of the capital cities, as well 


as in a number of other industrial centres, delegate organizations, consisting 
of representatives from a group of trade unions, have been established. Their 
revenue is raised by means of a per capita tax on the members of each affiliated 
union. In the majority of the towns where such central organizations exist, 
most of the local unions are affiliated with the central organization, which 
is usually known as the Labour or Trades Hall Council, or the Labour 
Federation. In Western Australia a unified system of organization extends 
over the industrial centres throughout the State, and there is a provincial 
branch of the Australian Labour Party, having a central council and 
executive, and metropolitan and branch district councils to which the local 
bodies are affiliated. The central council, on which all district councils are 
represented, meets periodically. In the other States, however, the organiza- 
tion is not so close, and though provision usually exists in the rules of the 
central council in the capital city of each State for the organization of district 
councils, or for the representation on the central council of the local councils 
in the smaller industrial centres of the State, the councils in each State are, 
as a matter of fact, independent bodies. The table hereunder gives the 
number of metropolitan and district or local labour councils, together with 
the number of unions and branches of unions affiliated therewith in each 
State at the end of the years 1928 to 1932. 


Central Labour Organizations—Number, and Unions Affiliated. 


| 
































Particulars. N.S.W.| Vic. |Q’land.| S.A. WEA Tas. |N.Ter.| F.C.T. | Total. 

| 

| 
XOZOr crs 3 6 | 5 2 | 9 2 I 28 
J 1929 .- 3 5 4 2 | 9 2 I 26 
No. of Councils ~ 1930 .. 3 5 5 | 2 | 9 2 36 
LOST s 3 5 6 2 | 9 3 me 29 
TOS2inere 3 5 6 2 | 9 3 I 29 
No. of Unions { 7928 -- 97 188 83 tel Pe CY) 45) I ne 716 
and Branch } 2929 :- 87) 189 78 64 | 22 59 | I a 505 
Unions T9380 ai 84 188 68 65 | 237 59 ae Sat | Ox 
Affiliated ROSTcs Sho eae Z5 61 60 | 208 4 lees 9 | 67x 
goa nes 95 Os zi | 209 60 ri 10 672 

| | 


74 55 





The figures regarding number of unions do not necessarily represent 
separate unions, since the branches of a large union may be affiliated with 
the local trades councils in the several towns in which they are represented. 


Between the trade union and the central organization of unions may 
be classed certain State or district councils organized on trade lines and 
composed of delegates from separate unions, the interests of the members 
of which are closely connected by reason of the occupations of their members 
ue for gre as delegate councils of bakers, bread carters and mill 
employees, or of unions connected directly or indi ith + 
pans, or with the building trades. ! a a 
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A Central Labour Organization, called the Australasian Council of 
Trade Unions, came into being during 1927. The Council was created to 
function on behalf of the Trade Unions of the Commonwealth, and was 
founded at an All-Australian Trade Union Congress, held in Melbourne in 
May, 1927. The Australasian Council is based on the Metropolitan Trades 
and Labour Councils in each State, such bodies having the right to appoint 
two representatives to act on the Executive of the Council. In addition 
to the representatives from the Metropolitan Councils,the Executive consists 
of four officers, viz., the President, two Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary, who 
are elected by and from the All-Australian Trade Union Congress. 


The objective of the Council is the socialization of industry, Le., produc- 
tion, distribution and exchange. The methods to be adopted are :— 
- (a) The closer organization of the workers by the transformation of the 
Australian Trade Union Movement from the Craft to an Industrial basis 
by the establishment of one Union in each industry ; (b) the consolidation 
of the Australasian Labour Movement with the object of unified control, 
administration, and action ; (c) the centralized control of industrial disputes ; 
(d) educational propaganda among Unions. 


The A.C.T.U. is the first interstate body in Australia with authority to 
deal with industrial matters of an interstate character affecting the Trade 
Union movement generally. It is also the body responsible for choosing the 
Australian Workers’ delegate to the Annual International Labour Conference 
at Geneva. 


8. Organizations Registered under Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act—Under Part V. of the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act any employer or association of employers in any industry 
who has employed not less than 100 employees during six months preceding 
application for registration, and any association of not less than 100 employees 
in any industry may be registered.*. Registered unions include both inter- 
state associations and associations operating within one State only. 


At the end of the year 1932 the number of employers’ organizations 
registered under the provisions of the Act was 27, with a membership of 
approximately 20,000. At the same date the number of unions registered 
was 137, with a membership of approximately 630,000, representing 85 per 
cent. of the total membership of all trade unions in Australia. 


§ 2. Employers’ Associations. 


rt. General.— Associations for trade purposes merely are not included 
in the present chapter, which deals with those associations only whose 
members are united for their own protection, and for representation in cases 
before Arbitration Courts, Wages Boards and other wage-fixing tribunals. 
Associations of employers and employees are recognized under the Common- 
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act as well as under several State Acts, 
and such organizations may be registered. 





* Under the Arbitration (Public Service) Act an association of less than 100 employees may be 
registered as an organization, provided that its members comprise at least three-fifths of all persons 
engaged in that industry in the Service. 
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eats : a rives 
2. Employers’ Associations in each State.—The following table elvis 
associations im 


particulars of the number and membership of employers’ 


each State at the end of the years 1928 to 1932 :— 


Employers’ Associations—States. 

















Year. N.S.W. Vie. Q’land. S.A. W.A. Tas. Total. 
NuMBER oF ASSOCIATIONS. 
| 
1928 146 | 140 | 76 56 59 28 598 
1929 146 | 154 80 56 62 29 527, 
1930 146 | 152 83 58 66 29 534 
1931 148 | 157 | 85 60 67 30 547 
1932 148 158 | 85 60 68 30 549 
NumBrEr OF BRANCHES. 
1928 907 525 188 13 301 I 1,935 | 
1929 921 526 I9I 12 301 6 1,957 
1930 930 495 197 12 297 7 | 1,938 
1931 906 405 197 18 | 306 7 1,899 
1932 907 401 185 18 | 297 Io 1,878 
MEMBERSHIP. 

1928 559353 | 33,026 | 18,393 6,751 | 10,390 2,668 | 127,181 
1929 57,839 | 36,357 | 20,113 | 6,871 | 11,410 | 2,752 | 135,342 
1930 56,430 | 37,790 | 18,791 7,218 | 11,723 2,717 | 134,669 
1931 55,417:| 37,389 | 18,807 7,311 | 10,969 2,535 | 132,428 
1932 54,005 | 37,342 | 18,929 6,656 | 10,189 2,504 | 129,625 


























The increase shown for “Number of Branches” since the year 1927 
is wholly due to the inclusion of associations representing agricultural 
interests, while the increase in total membership is partly attributable to 


a more complete collection of statistics relating to these organizations. 


3. Employers’ Associations in Industrial Groups.—The figures in the 


next table refer to Australia at the end of the years T931 and 1932. 
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Employers’ Associations—Industrial Groups—Australia. 




















Number of Number of 
Associations. Branches. Membership. 
Class. 
1931. 1932. 1931. 1932. 1931. 1932. 
Manufacturing— 
I. Wood, Furniture, 
etc. .. +e 20 20 3 7 rey aie 1,2 
II. Engineering, eto. 16 16 12 I2 anes aoe 
Ili. Food, Drink, etc. 117 118 gr 81 20,070 19,697 
IV. Clothing, Hats, 
ete. oe ote 20 21 6 8 
Vv. Books, Printing, 7 < ent pee 
LCs a6 oo 2,876 58 
VI. Other Manufac- ze) a F + ee 
turing ave 5r 51 3 2 3,52 303k 
VII. Bullding Go Li 30 30 13 13 2,665 2,501 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 12 12 ne axe 241 228 
X. Other Land Transport 19 19 2i 21 2,472 2,365 
XI. Shipping, etc. a, 16 16 7 7. 275 263 
XII. Pastoral, Agricultural, 
etc. a te 47 47 Uje7E4 1,700 76,328 ,oo8 
XIII. Domestic, Hotels, etc. 17 7 va as reat wh Chae 
XIV. Miscellaneous Be 136 137 31 31 16,176 16,553 
Total bic 547 549 | 1,899 1,878 132,428 129,625 




















The female membership of these associations was 5,153 for 1931 and 
5,580 for 1932. 


The organization of employers is relatively strongest in the pastoral 
and agricultural industries and in the manufacture and distribution of articles 
of food and drink. In the former case there has been considerable growth 
in organization among small farmers, and in the latter the large membership 
is mainly due to the proprietors of shops purveying foodstuffs being 
members of grocers’, butchers’, and other similar associations. 


4. Employers’ Associations in Membership Groups.—The following 
table gives information in membership groups for Australia for the years 
1928 to 1932. 

Employers’ Associations—Membership Groups—Australia. 
































| 
500 and | 300 and | 200 and | 100 and 50 and 1 
aemibersiaa Sater under under under under under U Bags Total. 
rou De a OW ET: 1,000, 500. 300. 200. 100. x 
NUMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS. 
1928.. 22 21 23 20 59 75 285 505 
1929.. ° 25 18 22 18 60 80 304 527 
1930.. a 25 21 19 19 58 78 314 534 
1931)... Oc 22 20 20 21 62 73 329 547 
1932.. . 21 24 19 2r 59 71 334 549 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1928.. . 78,503 15,373 9,391 4,918 8,637 4,911 5,448 | 127,185 
1929.. os 89,150 13,208 8,508 4,467 8,948 5,241 5,754 | 135,342 
1930.. ave 88,531 15,039 7,223 4,363 8,297 5,221 5,995 | 134,669 
1931.. on 86,402 13,623 7,854 4,800 8,635 4,904 6,210 | 132,428 
1932.. «es 80,756 17,228 7,075 1246 8,143 4,883 6,294 | 129,625 
PERCENTAGE ON TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. 
1928.. fe “62 12 7 4 7 4 4 100 
1929.. ae 66 10° 6 3 ¥i 4 4 100 
1930.. a 66 II 5 3 6 4 5 100 
1931.. ae 65 10 6 3 7 4 5 100 
1932.. de 62 13 6 4 6 | 4 5 100 
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5. Federations of Employers’ Associations.—In addition to the 
associations in various industries, there are central associations 11 each 
State, to which many of these separate organizations are affiliated. 
Examples of this kind of association are provided in the Chamber of 
Manufactures, Chamber of Commerce, and Employers’ Federation in each 
State. Further, these State Associations are, in some cases, organized on 
a Federal basis, e.g., there is an Associated Chamber of Manufactures, an 
Associated Chamber of Commerce, and a Central Employers’ Association, 
to which State branches are affiliated. 


The affiliation of these associations is, however, somewhat loose as 
compared with that of the Federated Trade Unions. Whereas in the 
latter case the central body has complete control of its State branches, in 
the case of the Employers’ Associations the State body generally has complete 
independence, the central body acting in a more or less advisory capacity 
only. 


The following table gives particulars for the years 1928 to 1932, so far as 
can be ascertained, of inter-State or federated associations having branches 
in two or more States :— 


Inter-State or Federated Employers’ Associations. 








ASSOOIATIONS OPERATING IN— 



































YxBAn, TOTAL. 
2 States. 3 States. 4 States. 5 States. 6 States. 
NUMBER oF ASSOCIATIONS. 
1928 3 3 3 II 16 | 36 
1929 3 4 4 Be) 16 37 
1930 4 3 4 12 16 | 39 
193f 5 4 4 13 19 | 45 
1932 5 4 4 13 19 45 
MEMBERSHIP. 
1928 a ie 205 1,126 | 208 59,175 41,511 102,225 
1929 . aD 201 1,066 | 594 60,729 43,166 | 105,756 
1930 ae a6 1,169 339 | 975 61,327 43,303 | 107,113 
1931 ie ais 1,190 359 741 61,813 42,871 106,974 
1932 a . 1,132 323 842 59,993 49,872 | 103,162 


Sn eeeeeeeemeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eS 


Of the total membership of 129,625 of all employers’ associations 80 
per cent. are organized on an inter-State basis. The Pastoral, Agricultural 
&c., section (Class XII.) is the most important in the federated sphere, 
their numbers covering no less than 57 per cent. of the total membershiy, 
of federated organizations. The Food, Drink, &c., section (Class I{] tana 
the Miscellaneous section (Class XIV.) are also well represented in the 
federations. 
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§ 3. International Comparisons. 


1. The International Labour Conferences.—In Chapter XVII. of 
Labour Report No. 14, information was given with regard to the clauses 
in the Peace Treaty referring to labour conditions. Provision was made 
in the Treaty for the holding of International Labour Conferences, and the 
institution of the International Labour Office. The Report referred to 
also contains information regarding the activities of the Labour Office, 
together with a brief reference to the five Annual Labour Conferences which 
had then been held. A short summary of the proceedings at the Sixth 
Conference was given in Labour Report No. 15; of the Seventh in Labour 
Report No. 16; of the Eighth and Ninth in Labour Report No. 17; and 
of the Tenth in Labour Report, No. 19. 


The subject-matters discussed, and the names of the Australian delegates 
to the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Conferences appeared in Labour 
Report, No. 20, and a short summary of the proceedings, together with the 
names of the Australian delegates, at the fourteenth session of the Inter- 
national Labour Conference held at Geneva from the roth to the 28th June, 
1930, was included in Labour Report, No. 21. 


The Sixteenth Session was held at Geneva from the 12th to 30th April, 
1932, at which 49 States were represented by 150 delegates and 196 advisers. 
On this occasion the Australian Commonwealth was not represented by 
a Government delegate. There were four questions on the Agenda of this 
Session (x) the abolition of fee-charging employment agencies ; (2) invalidity, 
old-age and widows’ and orphans’ insurance ; (3) age of admission of 
children to non-industrial employment ; (4) protection against accident of 
workers loading or unloading ships. In the first two cases points were 
settled upon which the Governments should be consulted with a view to 
the adoption of draft conventions at the 1933 Conference. In the third 
case Conference adopted a Draft Convention and a Recommendation. On 
the fourth item Conference adopted a revised text of the 1929 “ Dockers” 
Convention on the subject. 


The Seventeenth Session was held at Geneva from 8th to 20th June, 
1933, Australia being represented on this occasion by Mr. J. G. McLaren, 
C.M.G., B.A., (Government), Mr. Thomas Maughan (Employers), and Mr. 
A. R. Wallis (Employees). The Agenda comprised five items, (1) Abolition 
of fee-charging employment agencies ; (2) Invalidity, old-age and widows’ 
and orphans’ insurance ; (3) Unemployment insurance and various forms 
of relief ; (4) Methods of providing rest and alternation of shifts in automatic 
sheet-glass works; and (5) Reduction of hours of work; report of the 
Tripartite Preparatory Conference. In the case of (1) a Draft Convention 
was adopted providing for their abolition within three years and the licensing 
of agencies not conducted for profit. Draft Conventions were also adopted 
covering (2) and a Resolution for the inclusion in the 1934 agenda of a first 
discussion on the rights of workers who transfer from one country to another. 
As regards (3) it was decided to place the matter on the 1934 agenda for 
second discussion, and a number of parts were adopted upon which 
Governments should be consulted. The same procedure was followed 
in regard to (4) and (5). Forty-nine States were represented by 367 delegates 
and advisers. 
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Bs, Unemployment. —In the following table, the percentage of unemploy- 


INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS. 











he 
ment in various countries is shown for each month of the year 1932- Llished 
figures are obtained chiefly from the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, publshe 
by the League of Nations, Geneva :— 
Unemployment in various Countries during 1982. 
Percentage Unemployed During Month of— 
| 5 
} g | B gol 
Country. : 5 ; a 5 3 s 2, 
‘s 3 : aay |) eI ts 8 q eo: 
g - 4 oS : ; 3 = 2 = © ey BE 
Bets) | all eee earn cee | oe |B fg) S| os ee a 
Sn aa ee te eis | | oe | Os 
Australia .. ie SeulnaBes tae MUlEgorol =..| ..,|\ 29-6) =4.| 2... p28) zero 
Belgium .. 20.0] 21.0} 19.3| 18.7| 18.9] 18.7] 19.6) 19.5] 18.3] 17.5] 17-5] 18.6] 19.0 
Canada 22.0} 20.6] 20.4| 23.0} 22.1] 21.9] 21.8] 21.4] 20.4) 22.0 22.8) 2 3| 22.0 
Denmark .. 34.1| 35.9] 35.8| 27.7| 24.8| 24.9| 28.7| 29.2| 29-6] 31-8) 35-1] 42.8] 31.7 
Germany .. 43.6] 44.1! 44.6 43.9| 43-3} 43-1] 43-9| 44-0] 43.6] 42.9] 43-2) 45-2 43.8 
Great Britain 18.4| 18.2] 17.5] 17.3} 17.1| x6 7| 17.1] 17.3] 17-8) 17.9] 18.2! 18.1| 17.6 
Holland . | 33-7] 32-7] 29.3| 25.0] 26.4] 27.2| 29.6] 30.6] 29.8) 29.1) 30.5) 34-5) 29-9 
Sweden .. .. | 24.5| 23.9| 24.6] 21.3] 19.4] 19.7| 19.7| 20.4] 21.0] 22.4| 24.5| 31.5] 22.8 
Switzerland E132| xcregi| B.o|° 7-7) 7.26) 97.2) 7.51 7-6) 7-9] 8-7) 20-3] ita. 0/5 One 
United States 31.0) 30.0} 31.0] 31.0] 32.0] 34.0) 33.0] 32.0] 31.0] 32.0] 34-0) 35.0) 32.0 









































3. Trade Unionism in other Countries.—The following table gives 
the membership of Trade Unions in the principal countries. 


tion has been obtained from various sources, 


The informa- 
but chiefly from the 


publications issued by the International Federation of Trade Unions. 


Trade Unions—Membership, lst January, 1932. 

















No. of No. of 

Country. Organized Country. Organized 

Workers. Workers. 

Argentine 255,000 | Ireland 146,361 
Australia .. : 769,006 | Italy 3,646,928 
Austria .. 719,126 | Japan cc 333,000 
Belgium F 804,509 | Korea .. : 123,000 
Brazil at 421,061 | Latvia 23,804 
Canada 205,758 | Lithuania 1,200 
Ceylon 114,000 | Luxemburg 5 18,048 
Chile 25 204,000 | Mexico 500,000 
China 2,800,000 | New Zealand : 44,000 
Cuba ao 20,000 | Norway .. a3 144,595 
Czechoslovakia 1,511,439 | Peru << 25,000 
Denmark . : 336,664 | Philippines a Ae 67,000 
Dutch East Indies . 3 32,000 | Poland .. . é 740,196 
Egypt Ao it 60,000 | Portugal 4 8,830 
Estonia .. é 21,622 | Roumania , 30,483 
Finland .. 19,940 } Russia .. 16,504,800 
od i a oie ; pies ay African Win 20,000 

any .. i 7,084,331 | Spain I,790, 

Great Britain 3,899,949 | Sweden pes 
Greece ere os 72,000 | Switzerland 265,191 
Holland .. 2h 724,453 | Uruguay = 28,484 
Hungary .. 140,880 | United States 2,988,261 
Iceland a a t I1iI,9g2t | Venezuela .. ae 2 36,150 
Indis .- -s le 66,400 | Yugoslavia 5 44,854 





4. Retail Prices of Food—Various Countries.—The following table shows the average retail prices of the chief items of food in 


the principal cities of the countries specified. The prices have been extracted from official publications and reports :— 


Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1932. 
(Particulars extracted from Official Publications and Reports.) 


























AUSTRALIA. NEW ZEALAND. 
Unit 
Article. or A a Sydney. Melbourne. Wellington. Christchurch. 
‘ity. 

Feb, May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. | Noy. 

d. a, d- d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d. a. 
Bread k a 2 |b. 5.45 5.40 5.38 5.08 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 7.00 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 5.50 5.00 5.00 
Flour, ordinary 25 Ib. 45.607 45-22 45.28 44.61 33-45 32.30 33.60 33.45 | 59.25 | 50.75 | 51.50 | 50.75 | 56.75 | 49.2 48.75 | 45.75 
Tea ; Ib. 27.44 26.22 25.94 25.06 27.00 26.30 25.10 22.80 } 21.00 | 20.2 19.00 | 18.00 | 23.50-| 22.50 | 21.50 | 19.50 
Jam 14 lb. 10.94 II.39 11.33 10.83 10.30 10.55 10.45 10.40 | 13.13 | 12.75 | 12.75 | 12.75 | 12.38 | 12.38 | 12.38 | 10.50 
Sugar.. Ib. 4.53 4.53 4.53 AL53 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 2.75 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 
Rice .. ” 3-53 3.53 ab ys| 3.36 3.58 3.48 3.48 3-53 2.2 2.25 252 2.50 Biare 2.50 2.50 2.50 
Oatmeal ” 3.06 3.05 2.98 2.98 3.05 2.98 2.74 2.74 2.70 2.40 2.90 2.40 2.65 2.65 2.45 2.25 
Raisins ” 9.38 9.37 9.48 9.17 9.60 9.40 9.30 9.45 6.00 6.50 6.25 5.75 6.00 6.50 6.25 6.25 
Potatoes 14 Ib. 25.00 18.20 17.40 I4.30 19.71 cei pe 8.79 7-29 | 14.50} 14.75 | 16.2 17.75 | 16.75 | 12.00 | 12.00 | 12.00 
Onions Ib. 2.00 2.80 4.00 4.00 1.86 2.971 4.50 2.43 2.2 2.00 2.75 3.75 i7 I.25 2.75 4.25 
Milk .. quart 6.90 7.20 7.20 7,20 6.10 6.05 6.05 6.00 5-50 6.00 6.00 5.50 5.00 5.00 4.00 4.00 
Butter lb. 17.06 TL y 18.39 15.89 16.70 16.05 17.40 15.55 12.25 2.12 I2.00 10.50 | 11.25 Ir.00 I2.00 | 10.2 
Cheese ” 12.00 12.67 12.50 Ir.61 12.50 II.90 Ir.55 rt. 85 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.50 8.00 8.00 8.00 7.75 
Eggs .. dozen 16.28 26.06 15.39 I4.50 16.60 23.67 15.35 Ir.20 }| 20.75 | 28.75 | 17.75 22075) || D775 || 23.75) || Taso 9.50 
Bacon lb. 14.06 13.06 nshr7. 13.89 15.35 14.70 14.30 uy iets] ) I2.75 12.75 fey Il.75 mks Yay I2.25 I2.00 Dente) 
Beef, sirloin ‘6 8.85 8.75 8.65 8.60 7.95 7.90 7.75 7.45 7.25 7.00 700) |) 675 7.75 7.75 7.50 7.50 
3, rib te ” 6.75 6.55 6.50 6.30 6.55 6,60 5.90 5.80 5.00 5.00 5.00 4.75 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.2 
» steak, rump 3 13.20 13.15 12.85 12.95 12.90 13.00 12.00 Ir.70 | 10.50 | 10.00 9.50 9.50 | 10.50 | 10.50 9.50 9.50 
Mutton, leg nf 5.86 5.78 5.61 5.50 5.65 5.85 5.40 4.80 5.75 6.00 6.00 5.75 6.75 6.00 6.00 6.00 
. chops. . » 6.89 OL 6.94 6.7 6.65 6.60 5-95 5.80 6.00 | 5.75 6.00 5-50 | 5.75 5-50 4-75 5.00 

Pork chops o 10.80 10.60 10.40 10.50 9.70 10.10 9.10 9.05 are aaa ats as a RG a a 
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Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1982—continued. 
































UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
Unit UNITED KINGDOM. 
Article. or Capetown. Johannesburg. 
Quantity. 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May. Aug. Nov. a 
d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. B 
rea dias Pad 2 Ib. 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.63 7.83 7.83 7.83 7.83 7.57 7.56 7.09 6.84 g 
Flour, ordinary te 25 lb. 41.00 41.00 42.00 42.75 81.43 81.43 81.21 79-93 75-45 74.68 73-42 73-42 b 
Tea an Ib. 20.25 21.00 21.50 21.50 29.70 29.70 28.50 28.10 27.53 26.94 26.56 25.78 le 
Jam ate ae 141b. ae “ of ae 8.19 8.19 7.89 7.50 9.15 8.91 8.88 8.56 ° 
Sugar o Ib. 2.50 2.50 2.25 2.25 3.50 3.50 3.48 3.48 3.83 3.82 3.78 3.79 ‘A 
piss ' : a Fi a : ae : 2.50 2.56 2.33 2.28 4.13 3.97 3.81 3.97 2 
atmea c sf 3.64 3.64 3-64 3.64 4.11 3.89 3.74 3-74 
Raisins é - et ae a 9.60 9.56 9.40 9.30 9.53 9.44 9.61 9.39 Q 
Potatoes 4 oc 14 Ib, 20.50 20.50 8 II.00 21.98 21.00 20.02 16.66 16.80 16.66 16.90 16.94 2 
Onions eis ae Ib. ac ou nts a 2.38 2.19 Agnes) 1.69 2.09 2.01 1.96 1.86 rg 
Milk ve os quart 6.25 5.75 5.50 6.2 6.33 6.67 6.16 6.17 6.40 6.27 6.00 6.00 b 
Butter ate ae Ib. 16.75 16.25 15.50 15.75 19.70 18.80 19.00 18.60 17.16 17.50 18.11 I7.44 cs 
Cheese we be “4 II.00 10.50 10.00 10.50 15.75 U5 2 15.45 14.95 15.52 15.26 15.46 14,67 3 
Eggs = Oh dozen 21.00 21.00 18,00 30.00 peOIEe 25.50 15.50 14.75 21.11 29.47 12.12 12.71 y 
— eA _ II.67 11.67 10.83 10.67 9.95 10.30 10.00 .30 a 
Bacon oD . Ib. 9-25 9.25 1000, ees) \ 21:75 22.2 21.75 20.29 16.53 16.65 15.88 ice 
Beef, sirloin .. 2 ate nie , So 8.2 7.60 7.62 7.62 7.70 7.16 7.00 7.51 
ip S| (a)15.00 15.00 15.00 14.25 6.00 5.32 5.62 5.62 4.88 4.44 eV 4.72 
# ve 7 UL] (2) 9.50 9.50 9.2 8.75 ; 
» steak, rump 5 ” Bo a8 ae + II.05 II.00 9.93 9.93 10.08 9.24 9.20 9.46 
(a)16.00 15.975 15.50 14.00 8.48 7.60 7.62 i ekeys 9.12 752 4.52 7.92 
Mutton, leg .. ae ” (4) 9.75 9.7 9.50 9.00 
Pork chops .. a3 * ae aa . 























(a) British. (b) Chilled or frozen. 


G—'998€ 


Article. 


Bread a 
Flour, ordinary 
ea ote 


Jam 
Sugar 
Rice 
Oatmeal 
Raisins 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Milk 
Butter 
Cheese 
Eggs 
Bacon on 


Beef, sirloin .. 
» 2 ib Ag 
» steak, rump 


Mutton, leg .. 
Pork chops .. 





Average Retail Prices of Food in Principal Cities—Australia and Other Countries—1982—continued. 






































CANADA. 
Unit UNITED STATES OF AMERIOCA.(5) 
or Ottawa. Montreal. 
Quantity. 
Feb. May. Aug. Nov Feb. May. Aug. Nov. Feb. May Aug Noy. 
d. d. d d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
2 1b (a)6.00 (a)6.00 (a)5.90 (a)5.70 (a)6.00 (a)6.00 (a)5.90 (a)5.70 7.0 6.90 6.80 6.70 
25 |b. 45.00 46.25 40.00 42.50 45.00 43-75 43-75 41.25 46.25 40.00 38.75 37.50 
Ib. 27.50 25.40 23.70 24.50 27.45 25.25 25.05 24.35 36.80 36.00 35.05 34.05 
1} Ib (a)10.92 (a)10.99 10.86 10.73 (a)10.92 (a)10.99 10.86 10.73 a0 ae 35 ara 
Ib. 2.95 2.85 2.75 2.65 2.70 2.60 2.50 2.55 2.65 2.45 2.55 2.55 
” 4.90 4.90 4.55 4.80 4.50 4.50 4-45 4.10 3.65 3.35 3.2 3.10 
3 2.55 2.50 2.40 2.25 2.40 2.40 2.35 2.30 3.85 3.80 3.75 3.65 
a 8.75 9.05 8.50 8.15 9.05 9.05 9.10 8.70 5.75 5.55 5.80 4.95 
14 lb. 8.12 7.77 11.83 7.42 7-49 6.93 7.91 7.56 Ir.90 12.60 II.95 9.80 
lb. 2.25 2.05 3-40 2.05 2.25 3.85 3.20 2.10 3.55 3.35 1.80 I.30 
quart 5.00 5.00 4.00 4.50 5.25 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.70 5.40 525 5.30 
Ib. 12.60 II.25 10.60 12.45 13.30 II.90 II.05 13.00 4.75 12.55 13.40 T3175 
Fy 10.70 10.80 II.15 10,20 10.65 10.55 9.75 10.05 12.20 II.25 II.30 II.20 
dozen 17.20 10.85 13.55 BZ ee 17.85 ore 14.85 aera I2.10 10.00 13.40 18.80 
9.05 7-75 8.40 9.90 9-55 7.85 8.25 9.45 
Ib. 4 10.35 9.05 9.80 10.90 10.10 8.60 8.70 10.15 f 13.05 TE95 12695 TEZS 
oh 9.50 10.20 10.2 9.10 11.65 11.55 II.70 10.25 12.20 11.90 12.30 II. 45 
” 13.15 13.15 13.95 II.45 13.35 13.50 325 II,30 16.60 16.50 17.45 15.70 
5 Ir.60 II.05 8.80 9.80 II.40 11.85 12.25 9.15 3 ae 55 ae 
» 7-35 7.30 7.10 7-35 7.30 6.95 7.55 6.75 9.55 9.95 11.65 10.10 











(a) Dominion average. 


(6) Average for all towns, 
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APPENDIX, 


Section I. 


Wholesale Prices, Melbourne—Averages for years 1931 and 1932. 






































Commopity. UNIT. 1931. 1932. ComMopity. UNIT. 1931. Ugeizio 
Group I. Meratrs— s. d. ch th Group V. GROcER- s. d s. d 
Tron—Pig— IES, ETC.— 

Mixed Nos. ton 140 0 I40 0 Currants a Ib. o 7% 9 re 
Rod and Bar 410 © | 410 0 Raisins =e * o otf o 84 
Angle sie i 325 6 | 257 8 Herrings .. |doz, x-Ib. F 
Plate aa ae 325 Io 340 0 tins 9 4f 9 6% 
Hoop * é; 358 9 | 360 0 Salmon : a 19 3 ais) © 5) 
Galvanized Sardines .. |doz. hlvs. 8 7% 8 7k 

Corrugated 3 5460 | 528 4 Tea a lb. 1 3t I Oty 
Wire Fencing rs 345 0 329 9 Coffee ai " 2 it 2 It 

Zine—Sheet .. = 1,250 0 |1,250 0 Cocoa =F 20 I 3 reas) 

Lead—Sheet .. » Joo o 700 O Sugar Be ton (ie) 777 10 
Piping hy 790 0 | 790 © Macaroni ‘A Ib. o 5% o 4% 

Copper—Sheet Ib. 1 54 r 3§ Tapioca +. | ewt. 2t Of | 19 Of 

Coal (on Wharf) ton 40 2 37 of Rice Ee ton 504 2 481 3 

Tinned Plates box 40 10 49 5 Salt—Fine .. Fe 133 II 124 2 

Quicksilver .. Ib. 3 10} 2 6¢ Rock a 170 10 163 4 

Mustard .. |doz, 1-lb. 

Group II. Woot, tins 45 0 44 0 
COTTON, HTC,— Starch . lb. o 10ff o 104 
Jute Goods— Blue & 7 I Ov, a 12 

Branbags .. doz. 6 5% 7 Of; Matches Fir, gross 57. 5 10 ty 

Cornsacks 5 8 10% 8 5% Candles A Ib. o 8 o 8 

Woolpacks .. each 4 of 3 72 Kerosene .. | gallon 2 6 1 6t 
Leather— 

Chrome Box 

Hide Ke ft. © 10% o 10k 
Sole Leather— 

Factory .. Grovr VI. Meat— 

Sides ie Ib. I 2y r rf Beef .. | 100 Ib, 3r of 27 2% 
Rough Tanned Mutton as Ib. o 2g Oo 2% 

—Split .. 7 Oo Of o 8f Lamb aa = o 4t Oo 4%% 

Cotton—Raw a o 64 Oo 6% Veal rik ” o 4t Oo 3% 
Wool as a o of o 8h Pork a i o 5% oO 546 
Tallow = ton ALI OLE 426 8 
Group If. Aari- 
CULT’L PropucE— 
Wheat .. | bushel 2 54% 3 off|| Group VIT. 
Flour aya ton 146 9 16I 3 BUILDING 
Bran Et a 82 I0 I0l 7 MATERIAL— 
Pollard 5 os QI 11 107 5 Timber, Flooring 
Oats .. | bushel 2 Of 2 Or 6x 14 -. |rooft.lin.| 27 33 27 5% 
Oatmeal aA ton 385 Io 381 8 6x - 22 1 2I 6% 
Barley—English | bushel 27h 3 I 6x z a 19 10% 19 4% 
J Cape i I of 2 5% 6x4 ae 5 13 o%| 13 108 
Maize ua Berk 4 4% Weatherboards ,, 15 of | 34 rx} 
Hay Ap ton 1490 0 140 O Oregon .. | 1,000 ft. 
Straw fis - 40 7 53 oe sup. 280 11 276 6 
Peas a bushel 4 r0f 6 oft Shelving ie 5II 13 538 9 
Ee ateEOe ae pion ; 87 4 85 ie Cement x cask 223 22 3 
alt sis ushe 5 8 5 White Lead .. < 7211 
Chaff bs ton 68 7 81 o els fede lia 
Onions are 5 7O9 oO 336 9 
Group IV. DAtry Group VIII. 
PRODUCE — CHEMICALS— 
Ham ac Ib. I I ier eee Cream of Tartar Ib. xr 8} 1 6} 
Bacon 9 ) He to) Toy Carbonate — of 
Jheese ” La, I O%% Soda ? 3 
Butter ke ie teaeel| Sex: atl Balineie «ce |e oe we pa [eee 
Lard se 3 o 8H! o 53 Sulphur 4 2 ai a un 
Eggs -. | doz. I of] x o4]) Caustic Soda _. ‘- aes a 0 
Honey a6 Ib. ° ab o Ae Potassium < a seh te 
OSES ae ”, Tt 24 I 2 Cyanide ., lb. x 7] 
Condensed Milk | doz tins 9 48 8 73 Alum ae ton 553 ie a e 

















Nore.—In many instances these prices are the averages of certain br: i 

1 e d ands which have been on t 
market for a great number of years, and these particular commodities and prices were therefore ee 
in the scheme of computing the index-numbers for fluctuations in wholesale prices generally. 















































—a ™ PEecthion LL. LT >= TT ena 
Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Sydney during each Month of the Year, 1982. 
ee ts A a Eee es ee ee eel ee es SS A ee See eS ee SS SS ES 
| | 
ss E =, : = = Average, 
Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. | November.! December. Year, 1932. 
Groceries, &c.— d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 
Bread bn 2 |b. 5.48 5.45 5.40 5.40 5.40 5.38 5635: 5.38 5.25 5.10 5.08 5.18 5.32 
Flour, ordinary he. |) sy ho 46.61 45.67 45.33 45.11 45.22 45-44 Aaah lL 45.28 45.28 44.50 44.61 44.28 45.20 
»  self-raising .. Bee 6.56 6.44 6.44 6.44 6.44 6.44 6.39 6.44 6.44 6.39 6.39 6.39 6.43 
Tea vs = Ib. 27.44 27.44 27.44 27.28 26.22 26.06 25.94 25.94 25.94 25.28 25.06 24.83 26.24. 
Sugar ie ae » 4.53 4.53 4.53 4.53 4-53 4-53 4.53 4.53 4.53 4-53 4-53 4.53 4.53 
Rice BA A 3.53 3.53 3.53 3-53 3-53 3-53 3.53 3-53 3.47 3-33 3.30 3.31 3.48 
Sago aA ae a 3.28 3.28 3.28 3.25 B25 3.25 3.25 3.19 3.19 3.19 3.19 Bikey, 3.20 
Jam, apricot Ey cates 10.89 10.94 Tite22 II.39 II.39 11.39 11.28 11.33 11.33 TI. 1U 10.83 10,83 Iie pard 
Golden Syrup oe ae yipens Ghoiee Finke 5 hee o hep es ook Gi jicota 7.11 Ghee as 7.06 7.00 7.06 7.10 
Oatmeal .. xn Ib. 3.14 3.16 3.14 3.07 3.05 3.00 3.00 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98 3.08 3.05 
Raisins, seeded ae ” 9.38 9.38 9.19 9.30 9.37 9.37 9.31 9.48 9.48 9.41 Oe 7 9.41 9.36 
Currants .. en 9 8.83 8.83 8.89 8.89 8.94 8.94 8.89 8.83 8.83 8.89 8.89 8.78 8.87 
Apricots, dried Siti a 12.39 12.50 12.50 12.83 reanig 13.39 13.61 13.61 13.83 14.22 14.89 14.94 13.49 
Peaches, canned Sys 2 Ib. 10.67 Soomu II.06 Ir.56 TI67 TL OF, seeafoys Troy Ir.67 I1.56 Ir.56 II.50 II.45 
Pears, canned oe Lie 50 11.78 Ir.89 I2.00 12.06 II.94 II.94 II.94 12.00 reedga tt 12.00 I2.00 Ir.94 
Salmon, in tins = lb. 16.28 16.28 16.39 16.50 16.56 16.50 15.94 16.22 16.22 16.22 16.17 16.17 16.30 
Potatoes .. ave 14 lb. 20.60 25.00 22.70 20.70 18.20 16.90 16.80 17.40 T7.rO 18.90 14.30 I2.50 18.43 > 
Onions me we lb. 1.80 2.00 2.20 2.70 2.80 3.30 3.80 4.00 4.60 5.80 4.00 2.10 3.20 as] 
Soap, household Pe ” Gh 5.09 5.09 5.29 5.29 5.18 5.15 4.97 4.99 4.07 4.97 4.97 5.10 gi 
Candles re an I1.39 I1l.56 11.39 Trg 9) Ti30 I1.39 II.44 Il.44 Il.44 IIl.44 Il.44 IIl.44 vb day. tc} A 
Kerosene .. 30 I gal. Zine Rone 21.29 21.2 20.2 1.29 21.29 21.29 21.2 21.29 Ze 21.29 21.29 o 
Dairy Produce— ie 
Milk, fresh ie I quart 6.90 6.90 .30 there) 7.20 7.20 7.20 7,20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.20 7.16 s 
Butter, factory on Ib, Tose 17.06 17.44 18.50 Lek 17.39 18.39 18.39 18.39 18.00 15.89 15.56 Dye 
Cheese, mild ac a 1r.8r 12.00 12.22 12.67 12.67 12.50 12.44 I2.50 12.61 12.33 11.61 11.39 12.2 
Milk, condensed aA 1 tin 9.44 9.44 9-44 9.44 9-44 9.33 9.33 9.22 9.17 9.28 9.22 9.00 9.31 
liggs, fresh oF 1 doz. 15.28 16.28 Ig.1II 21.61 26,06 21.78 18.56 15.39 14.67 14.56 14.50 15.44 GAT fap 
Bacon, rashers 5 lb. 14.11 14.06 Uses Hehoye3 13.06 12.50 12.44 T3er7, 13.61 13.44 13.89 13.78 13.46 
Ham, uncooked ee on 17.63 eer eg As) 18.38 18.25 16.31 16.56 16.81 16.44 16.69 17.69 17.38 17.38 17.28 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin ate “9 8.85 8.85 8.85 8.95 8.75 8.70 8.65 8.65 8.55 8.65 8.60 8.65 Sa73) 
oe ELS ste “H 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.50 6.55 6.60 6.45 6.50 6.20 6.40 6.30 6.40 6.51 
5 Steak,rump .. e 13.20 13.20 13.20 13.20 13.15 13.15 12.95 12.85 12.70 12.85 12.95 12.95 13.03 
“5 7 stewing 59 5.85 5-75 Sates} 5-75 5.65 5.65 5.79 5.80 5.65 5.85 5.70 5.65 5.73 
» sausages 5a Fj 5.45 5.45 5.45 5.30 5.30 5.30 5.30 5.30 5.25 5.20 5.10 5.10 5.29 
» corned round i 7.55 7.50 FACE NGS 9235 7.20 Toe) 7.20 7.15 7.10 7.25 7.30 7.2 7.30 
= a brisket 
with bone 3 3-75 3.75 3-70 B75) 3.70 3.70 3.65 3.60 3.80 3.60 3-55 3.65 3.68 
Mutton, leg Be ”» 5.92 5.86 5.92 5.83 5.78 5.67 5.61 5.61 5.39 5.39 5.50 5.44 5.66 
shoulder .. a4 4.39 4.39 4.39 4.28 4.28 4.33 4.28 Leg 4.00 4.06 4.00 4.06 Ae 
Sy loin oe oF 7.00 6.94 6.75 6.88 6.56 6.69 6.63 6.44 6.44 6.31 6.44 6.50 6.63 
3 chops, loin ” 7-39 7-39 7.39 7.06 wn. 22 eae 7.06 6.94 6.72 6.83 6.78 6.83 7.06 
BS AF leg a 6.94 6.89 6.89 6.78 6.67 6.67 6.56 6.56 6.33 6.22 6.33 6.39 6.60 
Pork, leg .. Diets » I1I.10 10.90 10.90 10.75 10.85 10.40 10.60 10.40 10.45 10.65 10.50 10.50 10.67 
A Lorkat Oo “ny II.05 10.95 10.85 10.60 10.70 10.55 10.75 10.40 10.70 10.90 10.75 10.65 10.74 
» chops co 7 10.85 10.80 10.75 10.40 10.60 10.20 10.45 10.40 10.45 10.55 10.50 10.40 10.50 
., Sausages aie on 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.13 8.50 8.30 8.30 8.30 7.90 8.10 8.10 8.10 8.25 
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Szertion Il.—continued. 


Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Melbourne during each Month of the Year, 1932. 























Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. | April. May. June. | July. | August. |September.| October. | November.) December. entrees 
; 5 
d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. 
Groceries, &¢.— 
Bread ae ae 2 |b. 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 
Flour, ordinary Rood AS ey} 33-75 33-45 32.75 32.30 32.39 32.35 32.05 33.60 34-95 34-05 33-45 33.30 33.19 
»  Sself-raising .. an 6.15 6.10 6.00 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5-95 5.98 
ea as ae lb. 27.00 27.00 27.00 27.00 26.30 25.70 25.40 25.10 24.80 23.40 22.80 23.00 25.38 
Sugar ee Bs 2 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 
Rice ce ae » 3.58 3.58 3.58 3-53 3.48 3.50 3.48 3.48 3.48 3-48 3.53 3-48 3-52 
Sago 38 a on 2.83 2.83 2.83 2.83 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.83 2.83 2.83 2.83 2.82 
Jam, apricot 6s 14,, 9.85 10.30 10.40 10.40 10.55 10.55 I0.50 10.45 10.45 10.45 10.40 10.35 10.39 
Golden Syrup a 2555 7-55 7-50 7-50 7-50 7-45 7-45 7-40 7-40 7-40 7-40 7-35 7.40 7.44 
Oatmeal 58 tS Ib. 2.95 3.05 3.03 3.00 2.98 2.83 2.80 Ze: 2.74 Fae fh 2.74 2.64 2.86 
Raisins, seeded ss 9.80 9.60 9.55 9.50 9.40 9.35 9.35 9.30 9-45 9.45 9.45 9.40 9.47 
Currants .. se 7 8.20 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.30 8.35 8.35 8.45 8.50 8.50 8.32 
Apricots, dried 3 I2.50 15.00 15.10 I5.10 15.00 I5.00 14.90 I4.90 I4.90 14.90 I4.90 I5.20 14.78 
Peaches, canned + 2 |b. 10.70 II.1I0 TLsT5 IIl.45 II.45 Ir.50 Ir.65 Ir.65 Ir.65 rr 5: 11.80 12.05 II.49 
Pears, canned an %» II.40 II.95 Ir.85 1r.80 11.80 11.80 II.95 II.95 II.95 T2et0 12.10 I2.00 11.89 
Salmon, in tins >. lb. 15.40 15.95 16.75 16.85 16.85 16.85 16.85 17.15 17.35 17.55 17.55 17.55 16.89 
Potatoes .. Fall Seah loys 17.00 19.71 14.36 II.43 Chav hs 8.36 8.71 8.79 7.36 6.57 7.29 8.36 10.47 
Onions 7 fa lb. Te 43 1.86 2.29 2.57 rh Gps 3.07 3.50 4.50 5.64 5.10 2.43 1.43 3.05 
Soap, household ne ” 5.39 5-39 5.39 5-39 5.39 5.25 5.30 5.15 5.15 5.13 5.06 5.20 5.27 
Candles .. ae 03 II.I5 II.I5 II.15 II.15 II.25 II.05 II.05 II.05 II.00 II.25 II.25 II.25 II.15 
Kerosene .. a I gal. 21.44 21.44 21.44 21.44 21.44 21.44 2.44 21.44 21.44 21.44 21.78 21.85 21.50 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh AW I quart 6.10 6.10 6.10 6.10 6.05 6.10 6.10 6.05 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.06 
Butter, factory a Ib. 16.50 16.70 17.05 17.95 16.95 16.75 m7a25 17.40 17.80 17.00 15.55 I5.15 16.84 
Cheese, mild as 99 12.30 I2.50 12.20 12.40 II.90 I2.00 II.55 II.55 II.55 Ir.65 11.35 II.00 11.83 
Milk, condensed an I tin 9.70 9.50 9.65 9.65 9.65 9.65 9.45 9-35 9.05 9.05 9.20 9.20 9.43 
liggs, fresh oe I doz. II.75 16.60 I5.30 19.65 23.67 19.10 17.00 15.35 I2.00 TreT5 II.20 II.20 15.33 
Bacon, rashers At Ib. 15.55 T5.35 15.10 I4.90 14.70 14.40 14.30 14.30 14.50 14.70 14.50 14.50 14.74 
a uncooked a8 5 15.88 15.56 15.56 15.56 15.13 14.38 Bi La hy 14.75 15.25 TH s75 I5.50 15.50 15.30 
ea 
Beef, sirloin ae ” 7.80 7-95 7-95 7.85 7.90 7.95 7.85 7-75 7.60 7.60 EAS 7.45 7.76 
Se ATIDB) ose se 2 6.40 6.55 6.55 6.45 6.60 6.45 6.25 5-90 5-95 5.95 5.80 5.75 6.22 
3 Steak, rump .. 4 12.70 12.90 I2.90 12.80 13.00 12.60 12.30 12.00 12.00 II.90 zr. 70) II.50 12.36 
Bs} ee stewing a 6.05 5-95 5-95 5-95 6.05 5.70 5.80 5-65 5.60 5-55 5.20 5.15 bore 
>, Sausages oc ” +22 5.22 5.11 5-11 5-33 5.22 5.10 5-05 5-15 5.20 4.95 4.95 5.13 
» corned round ff 8.10 8.15 8.2 8.10 7.85 7-45 7-35 7-15 7-05 7-95 6.75 6.75 7.50 
3 > brisket 
with bone ” 4.05 3.90 4.10 4.20 4.00 3.65 3.80 3-75 3.55 3.60 3.50 3.50 3.80 
Mutton, leg Ae or 5.40 5.65 5.80 5-75 5.85 5-75 5-50 5-40 5.00 5.15 4.80 4.85 5-41 
” shoulder .. ” 3-30 3-45 3-35 3 45 3-55 3-60 3-40 3.10 3.00 3.95 2.80 2.75 3.24 
3 loin oe ” 5-35 5-35 5-40 5-50 5-15 5.20 5-35 5-20 5.10 5.2 4.80 4.85 5.21 
“ chops, loin A 6.35 6.65 6.55 6.85 6.60 6.55 6.55 5-95 5.95 6.00 5.80 5.55 6.28 
s ae leg a 6.78 6.67 6.7 6.78 6.94 6.83 6.61 6.33 6.17 6.17 6.11 6.06 6.52 
Pork, leg .. oye a 8.95 8.85 9.00 8.95 8.95 8.55 8.40 8.40 8.65 8.65 8.40 8.40 8.68 
» loin all 5s 9.10 g.1I0 9.25 9.25 9.25 8.75 8.65 8.80 8.75 8.75 8.55 8.50 8.89 
»» chops ae in 9.90 9-70 10.00 10.00 I0.10 9.40 9.25 9.10 9.25 9.25 9.05 9.05 9.51 
» sausages “ » | 8.67 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.30 7-90 7-70 7-50 7-50 7-50 7.50 8.05 





ZEr 


*xXIGNaaay 


Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Brisbane during each Month of the Year, 1932. 
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Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. | September.} October. | November.} December. Yona 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. 
Bread f 0 2 Ib. 4.90 4.68 4.59 4.58 4.59 4.58 4.58 4.58 4.56 4.56 4.57 4.56 4.61 
Flour, ordinary 25 lb. 40.45 46.00 45.86 45.86 45.86 45.86 46.00 45.82 45.68 45.41 45.36 45.36 45.79 
», Self-raising .. 2.55 7.23 7.09 6.95 6.95 6.95 6.95 6.82 6.73 6.73 6577; 6.64 6.68 6.88 
Tea ae ee lb. 23.82 23.82 23.82 23.86 23.55 23.18 23.18 23.05 23.00 22.00 22.00 22.27 23.13 
Sugar o . ” 4.46 4.46 4.46 4-45 4.45 4.44 4.44 4.44 4.44 4.44 4.44 4.44 4-45 
Rice oe +. ” 3.45 3-45 3.45 3.45 3-45 3-45 3.41 3-45 3.45 3.32 3.2 3.2 3-41 
Sago are ae 2 2.95 2.95 2.95 2.90 2.90 2.90 2.95 2.89 2.85 2.85 2.80 2.85 2.90 
Jam, apricot cic IP Be eps 8.97 9.2 9.38 9.75 9.89 9.96 10,02 10.06 10.06 10.19 10.13 9.89 9.80 
Golden Syrup an 2, 7-55 7-55 7-55 7-55 7-55 7.55 7-55 7-55 7-55 7-55 7-55 7-45, 7-54 
Oatmeal .. 0 Ib, 2.70 2.74 Zaf2 Zaire) 2.72 2.74 2.79 2.80 2.76 2.76 2.76 2ni75 275) 
Raisins, seeded es ” 10.59 10.64 10.64 10.59 10.59 10.50 10.45 10.45 10.45 10.41 10.41 10.41 10.51 
Currants .. axe ” 9.95 9.05 9.05 9.00 9.00 8.95 9.00 9.09 9.14 9.14 9.2 9.14 9.07 
Apricots, dried aus he 12.50 13.95 13.91 I4.2 14.32 14.50 14.95 14.86 15.27 15.41 15.41 15.59 14.58 
Peaches, canned... 2 |b. 9.86 10.68 11.68 I2.00 12.18 12.59 I2.59 2.86 12.64 12.64 2.64 12.2 12.05 
Pears, canned Ar ¥9 II.32 II.95 12.09 I2.2 12.36 12.50 12.45 12.50 12.50 12.50 2.50 ez ietad) T2.2 
Salmon, in tins re Ib. 14.27 14.36 14.55 14.64 14.55 14.55 14.45 14.36 14.36 Tae 14.36 14.32 14.43 
Potatoes .. aoe || S¥iuiloy, 18.590 23.18 18.86 15.82 13.91 14,18 nd ay of Sica 14.36 13.00 10.95 12.18 15.50 
Onions = ae Ib. 1.58 1.89 2nL7; 2.41 2.43 2.69 3.01 3.48 4.36 4.09 1.59 ies 2.57 
Soap, household as +, 3.82 3.84 3.84 3.82 3.82 3.82 3.66 3.45 3.34 Bea 3.30 3032 3.61 
Candles an ay 10.27 10.36 10.36 10.32 10.36 10.36 10.36 10.36 10.36 10.36 10.41 10.32 10.35 
Kerosene .. PA r gal. 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 18.14 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh .. | I quart 6.08 6.08 6.08 6,08 5.98 5.98 5.98 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.06 
Butter, factory 08 Ib. 18.32 17.36 17.82 18.36 18.36 17.18 17.27 TSB 17.55 77S) 16.41 15.32 17.44 
Cheese, mild ae a II.59 II.50 II.41 II.50 11.50 II.50 II.50 Il.45 II.45 Il.45 I1I.36 Ir.14 II.45 
Milk, condensed... 1 tin 9.55 9.50 9-55 9-55 9-36 9.05 9.09 9.00 9.00 9.14 9.32 9-41 9.29 
Eggs, fresh ana I doz. 14.14 13.86 16.50 20.18 24.09 20.2 16.36 2aee 13.91 Ign 11.86 13.45 15.85 
Bacon, rashers on lb. II.50 10.95 II.05 10.82 10.77 10.82 10.77 10.91 11.36 Tie 27, 11.18 Ir.18 II.05 
Ham, uncooked a ® 52 15.25 I5.10 15.28 15.28 15.15 14.94 14.94 15.75 15.94 16,81 17.95 15.62 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin At rf, 7.23 7.18 7.18 7605) els 7.15 6.70 6.60 6.55 6.70 6.65 6.75 6.92 
ey Tbe A ” 4-75 4-55 4.58 4-58 4.58 4.58 4.50 4.40 4.40 4.55 4555) 4.60 4.55 
,, steak, rump .. ” 9.65 9.60 9.60 9.60 9-55 9-45 8.95 8.95 8.95 9.05 9.10 9.10 9.30 
” ” stewing » 4.10 4.10 4.10 3.95 3.95 3.85 3-73 3-73 3.08 3-93 3.98 4.03 3-93 
», Sausages os ” 5-05 5-95 5.05 5.05 5.00 5505 4.85 4.85 4.80 4.85 4.85 4.90 4.95 
,, corned round ny 6.20 6.05 6.05 6.05 6.10 6.05 5.85 5.80 5275: ESSU) 5-75 5.80 5-94 
FA riske 
; with bone a 3.00 2.91 2.78 2.63 272 23a fe) 2.61 2.70 2.55 2.60 2.75 Paes 2.73 
Mutton, leg . ” 5-75 5-70 5.65 5-70 5.65 5-55 5-45 5.40 5.20 5-30 5-35 5-35 5.50 
nf shoulder .. ok 3.40 3.40 3.30 3+45 3-40 3.40 3.20 3.05 3.00 3.05 3.10 3.05) 3.24 
3 loin es ” 5-15 5-05 5-05 5.10 5-05 5.00 4-75 4.85 4.80 4.85 4.80 4.85 4.94 
7 chops, loin rn 5.65 5.60 5.50 5.60 5.60 5.40 5.40 5-40 Gar 5.2 5.15 5.20 5.42 
» ” leg ” 5.85 5.75 5.65 5.80 5-75 5.85 5.65 5-55 5-45 5-55 5-45 5-50 5.65 
Pork, leg ty, 35 8.55 8.25 8.15 8.05 8.15 8.05 8.90 8.15 8.25: 8.65 8.25 8.25 8.22 
», loin ae “F 8.45 8.15 8.05 8.05 8.10 8.00 7.90 8.05 8.00 8.60 8.15 8.20 8.14 
» chops ae Py 8.75 8.55 8.35 8.35 8.45 8.55 8.45 8.40 8.35 8.95 8.60 8.50 8.52 
» sausages ae cr 6.36 6.14 6.14 6.29 , 6.29 6.29 6.00 6.14 6.14 6.29 6.14 6.14 6.20 
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Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Adelaide during each Month of the Year, 1982. 




































































Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.| October. |November. | December. vere 
; 6 
Groceries, &e.— d. d. d. d, d. d. i d. d. d. d d. d. d. 
Bread Os on 2 1b. 3.90 3.90 3-90 3.90 3-90 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.84 
Flour, ordinary Bell 2508s 33.60 33-25 33-45 32.78 32.83 31.83 30.95 31.45 31.95 32.30 32.80 32.45 32.47 
ay self-raising .. 2 4.22 4.22 4.17 4.17 4.17 Very 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 4.20 
Tea Ions oe Ib. 24.95 24.95 24.85 24.85 23.94 22.83 22.70 22.70 22.80 21.80 21.55 22355 23.29 
Sugar a oan » 4.40 4.40 4-40 4.40 4.42 4.42 4-43 4-43 4-43 4.40 4.40 4.40 4-40 
Rice 50 co ” 3-35 3.30 3-390 3-25 3-17 3-17 3.20 3.20 3.20 3.20 3.10 3-15 3.22 
Sago ee Pa aS 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.83 2.78 2.80 2.75 2.60 2.55 2.65 2.65 2.73 
Jam, apricot he Te 9.78 9.94 10.05 10.11 10.17 IO.11 10.15 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.20 10.15 10.12 
Golden Syrup a 25, 7-11 7-11 717 7-17 7-17 7-17 7-95 7 +95 7.05 7.00 7.00 7.00 7-09 
Oatmeal .. Ks Ib. 2.40 2.40 2.42 2.52 2.42 2.42 2.38 2.36 2.36 2.36 25.130 2.36 2.40 
Raisins, seeded es i 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 6.89 6.89 7.00 7.00 7.10 7.10 7.20 7.10 7.02 
Currants .. a0 » 7-35 7-35 7-40 7.20 7-39 7-39 7-40 7.50 7.50 7-50 7-50 7.60 7.43 
Apricots, dried 2: a Tene 11.89 D2 yj bt 12.22 Dainty. r2oL7 E2420 12.20 I2.20 13.35 12.85 12.28 
Peaches, canned oe 2 1b. 9.78 9.94 10.33 10.50 10.72 10.83 II.10 II.20 II.35 II.30 II.30 10.81 
Pears, canned a ae 10.06 10.11 10.33 10.28 10.28 10.44 10.70 10.80 10.85 10.70 10.70 10.50 
Salmon, in tins ea Ib. 11.78 11.78 Tz, Ly, 11.83 Ir.83 II.70 II.70 II.75 Id. 75 II.90 II.79 
Potatoes .. om 14 Ib. 18.33 23.83 DO way, Tey, 9.00 8.67 8.71 10.67 9.83 8.00 9.83 Ir.98 
Onions ate ae Ib. I.14 1.48 I.92 2.08 Zale: 255: 307 Ae25 5.08 1.83 Tike. 2.53 
Soap, household ie Fy 4.2 4.2 4.25 4.18 4 02r 4.19 4.18 4.18 4.13 4.13 4.13 4.19 
Candles... AF rf 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.85 10.72 10.72 10.75 10.65 10.70 4 10.70 10.70 10.75 
Kerosene .. #, I gal. 19.73 20,24 20.07 19.43 18.59 18.83 18.74 18.74 18.74 18.74 18.89 18.89 I9g.13 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh aie I quart 6,00 6.00 6.00 6,00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6,00 6.00 
Butter, factory Ss Ib. 16.11 16.11 Dag pny 4 18.22 16.28 15.78 16.65 16.35 16.60 15.80 I4.10 I4.10 16.15 
Cheese, mild ae % 9.56 9.61 9.83 I0,00 9.83 9.83 9.50 9.30 9.40 9.35 8.95 8.60 9.48 
Milk, condensed ae 1 tin 9.22 9.22 Baty) 9.17 9.17 Olney, 9.10 9.05 9.05 9.05 9.05 9.10 9.13 
Legs, fresh Be I doz. 8.67 9.89 Ir.83 18.67 I9.17 15.61 16.15 13.95 9.45 8.7 B55) 8.60 12.44 
Bacon, rashers aes lb. 10.44 10.44 10.44 10.50 10.72 10.83 10.65 10.45 10.90 Ir.10 II.10 10.55 10.68 
Ham, uncooked 16 2 14.61 I4.61 14.50 14.63 14.75 14.81 14.44 T4cgir 14.56 14.81 15.25 15.38 I4.72 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin a. 55 FA25 7.60 7.80 8.10 8.20 8.10 7.80 7.50 Gi) F385) 7.30 7.20 7.62 
pds er ahs ” 5.40 5.85 5.90 6.40 6.55 6.55 6.20 5.85 5.60 5.65 5.60 5.40 5.91 
steak, rump .. 3 11.20 E2200. II.90 12.30 I2.40 I2.40 12.30 11.80 II.40 II.30 II.40 II.30 Tent tre 
» stewing ” 6.80 7.00 7-30 7-40 7.70 7.80 7-50 7-40 7-20 7.20 7-20 7-00 7-29 
sausages are y 4.30 4.40 4.90 4.90 Se0) 5.10 4.90 4.80 4.60 4.60 4.60 4.60 4.74 
corned round > 8.25 8.50 8.60 8.60 8.85 8.65 8.35 7.80 7.85 7.80 7.85 7.80 8.24 
a brisket 
with bone ” 4.17 4.58 4.80 4-70 4.70 4.70 5-900 4.30 4-30 4.30 4.40 4.30 4.52 
Mutton, leg es a 6.90 7-45 7-50 7.80 7-75 7-30 6.75 6.40 6.00 6.05 6.00 6.00 6.83 
cri shoulder .. ” 5-65 5.95 6.00 6.25 6.35 5-85 5.85 5-40 5ekS 5.20 5.05 Sabo 5.65 
5; loin ‘ » 6.55 6.35 6.45 6.65 6.55 6.85 6.40 6.35 6.00 6.00 Sr) 5.60 6.29 
; chops, loin ce 7.60 7-70 8.00 8.20 8.30 8.20 7-90 7-50 7-30 7.00 7.00 7.10 7.65 
i ¥ leg % 8.20 8.50 8.70 9.10 9.15 8.95 8.90 8.05 7.85 7-95 Told 7395 8.40 
Pork, leg 5 9 8.55 8.65 8.95 8.95 9-15 8.75 8.25 8.05 7-95 7.85 755) an) 8.37 
» loin = “5 9.00 g.10 9.80 9.50 9.50 9.00 8.70 8.50 8.40 8.60 8.20 8.25 8.86 
chops... * » a9 10st Oealeto 00%) 9.80 9-90") |B=sSr or 2) -9 00. 9.20 8.90 8.90 8.60 8.60 9.40 
/ = — ie ——— ll OY a eo 








vEL 


*xIdNudd VW 





Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Perth during each Month of the Year, 1932. 





























Article. Unit. | January. |February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. |September.) October. | November.) December. ea ow 
Groceries, &¢.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d, d. d. d. d. d. d, 
Bread a on 2 1b. 4.50 4.00 4.00 4,00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 3.90 3.90 3.90 3.85 4.01 
Flour, ordinary aye PAS bg 35.30 30.90 30.60 30.40 29.95 30.75 30.75 30.45 30.10 30.20 30.00 29.50 30.74 
»  self-raising .. Zhe 6.20 6.05 5.95 6.05 6.05 6.15 6.05 6.05 6.00 5.95 5.95 5.90 6.03 
Tea a6 80) lb. 28.80 28.80 28.60 28.80 26.60 26.30 26.30 25.90 25.80 24.00 23.60 23.40 26.41 
Sugar a 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4-50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 
Rice > 3-75 3.65 3.70 3.85 3.75 B75 3.75 3.70 3.70 3.60 3.50 3.45 3.68 
Sago : os i 2.95 2.95 3.00 3.05 3.00 3.05 3-05 3.05 3-05 3.05 3.00 3.00 3.02 
Jam, apricot as kgs 9.85 10.35 10.75 10.95 II.00 II.00 10.95 II.20 11.25 II.25 Tdn2 II.20 10.92 
Golden Syrup at One 8.35 8.35 8.35 8.30 8.35 8.30 8.2 8.2 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.29 
Oatmeal .. ec lb. 3.19 3.19 3-14 SO Br un 3, 1 3.06 3.06 3.06 3.06 3.06 3.06 3.10 
Raisins, seeded Rs 9.50 9.40 9-35 9.30 9.40 9.25 9.35 9.35 9.25 9-45 9.40 9.35 9.37 
Currants Ah 8.70 8.80 8.80 8.70 8.65 8.60 8.60 8.55 8.65 8.70 8.65 8.65 8.67 
Apricots, dried _ 13.00 I4.00 I4.00 I4.40 14.20 I4.20 I4.40 14.40 14.50 14.60 14.60 15.10 14.29 
Peaches, canned Aas 2 |b. II.90 11.85 12.30 12.35 12.50 12.50 12.60 12.60 12.60 12.70 13.00 12.90 12.49 
Pears, canned Pi a 12.50 13.00 12.80 13.10 13.20 I3.10 13.10 13.10 13.20 T3n10 13.00 I2.90 13.01 
Salmon, in tins af lb. 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 I3.50 13.50 13.50 
Potatoes .. ay 14 lb. I9.00 20.50 21.70 21.10 17.30 16.45 15.90 16,20 15.20 10.75 9.15 8.35 15.97 
Onions or aie lb. 1.55 2.00 2.40 3.10 2.90 3.30 3-95 4.2 4.95 5.00 3.20 2.45 Ewes) 
Soap, household wn Yl es 4 4.14 4.14 4.14 4.34 4.34 4.34 4.34 4.26 4.30 4.32 4.27 4.20 
Candles fe iS Ir.50 Ir.60 11.60 11.80 11.80 11.80 11.80 11.80 11.80 1r.80 11.80 11.80 II.74 
Kerosene .. a I gal. 21.95 22.36 22.36 22.36 22.36 22.36 22.36 22.22 22.22 21.93 21.93 22.08 22net 
Dairy Produce— 
Milk, fresh at I quart 7.05 7.05 7.05 6.95 6.95 6.95 6.85 6.65 6.55 6.55 6.35 6.15 6.76 
Butter, factory a0 lb. 17.20 16.85 18.30 18.95 18.60 17.65 17.65 17.90 17.70 Bets} 16.95 15.90 17.60 
Cheese, mild ae re) II.70 11.80 11.80 II.70 II.75 TI.75 Dis 75: Tt 75 PIV 75 Ir.45 II.45 1 6tyis |G} Il.67 
Milk, condensed are 1 tin 9.80 9.55 9-55 9.50 9.35 9.2 9.25 9.2 9.15 9.10 9.15 9.20 9.34 
Eggs, fresh ne r doz. 10.25 13.30 20.60 26.40 24.70 22.30 14.90 13.00 II.75 ID75 II.90 II.35 16,02 
Bacon, rashers ae Ib. I4.50 14.50 14.50 14.50 14.30 14.10 14.10 13.90 13.90 I3.90 13.90 13.40 14.13 
Ham, uncooked a ox 16.60 17.20 17.40 Tie 17.00 16.56 16.70 16.50 16.50 16.50 16.30 16.70 16.77 
Meat— 
Beef, sirloin no _ 7.90 8.00 8.00 8.10 8.10 8.30 7.65 7.60 7.70 7.80 7.80 7.80 7-90 
Rye TL DSi ot an 0.70 6.80 6.80 7.00 7.00 7.20 6.55 6.50 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.68 
» Steak, rump .. oH 14.60 14.70 14.60 I4.30 14.50 14.70 13.70 13.40 13.60 13.60 13.60 13.60 14.08 
3 Pe stewing A 6,80 7.00 6.80 6.80 6.80 7.10 6.65 6.60 6.70 6.80 6.80 6.80 6.81 
», sausages a ” 5.2 5-15 5-15 5-15 5-25 5.2 5-30 5.30 5. xO 5.10 5.10 5.20 5.19 
» corned aoe ”» 7-90 8.10 7-90 7.80 7-85 8.05 7.55 7.10 7.30 7.40 7.40 7.40 7.65 
» ” brisket 
with bone ” 4.65 4.80 4.70 4.17 4.33 4.50 4.11 3-94 3.94 3.89 3.83 3.94 4.24 
Mutton, leg 50 y 6.50 6.60 6.65 6.55 7.10 6.85 6.35 6.2 6.05 5.60 5.50 5.40 6.28 
- shoulder .. ” 4.35 4-35 4.25 4-30 4.75 4.70 4.30 4.50 4.40 3-95 3.75 3.80 4.28 
yy) loin a 8 5-95 6.10 6.20 6.2 6.60 6.40 6.00 6.00 5.60 5.30 5.20 5.20 5.90 
rr chops, loin * 6.80 6.75 6.55 6.65 7.05 6.75 6.45 6.45 Gino2 6.15 6.15 6.15 6.51 
i 3 leg s 6.85 6.95 6.85 6.85 Vick 6.85 6.65 6.55 6.35 6.15 6.25 6.25 6.65 
Pork, leg .. na ” 9.45 9.35 9.20 9.10 9.20 9.25 9.15 8.90 8.65 8.55 8.45 8.85 9.01 
» loin a _ 9.40 9.20 9.35 9.2 9.45 9.45 9.20 9.05 8.80 8.55 8.25 8.55 9.04 
» chops axe ” 9-55 9.50 9-35 9-35 9.50 9-55 9.50 9-35 9-25 9.05 8.95 9.05 9.30 
>, Sausages as » 7-30 7.20 7.40 7.30 7-30 7.10 7.00 6.80 6.60 6.70 6.70 6.70 7.01 
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Section II.—continued. 
Average Retail Prices of Chief Food Items in Hobart during each Month of the Year, 1932. 


























Article. Unit. | January. } February.| March. April. May. June. July. August. | September.| October. | November.| December. coeeee : 
Groceries, &c.— d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. d. 

Bread - oe 2 lb. 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 3-95 

Flour, ordinary ..] 25,, 38.50 37-55 38.15 37-95 37.65 36.95 36.95 36.80 37.55 37.10 37-10 35.90 37-35 
»  Self-raising .. Bion 6.45 6.45 6.40 6.35 6.40 6.35 6.30 6.20 6.10 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.25 

Tea vs a Ib. 25.70 25.70 26.50 26.30 24.90 24.60 24.50 24.50 24.20 22.90 22.60 23.00 24.62 

Sugar oe 2 5p 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.49 4.49 4.49 4.50 

Rice ae Hc ¥) 3.70 3.65 3.70 3.70 3.70 3.7 3-70 3.70 3.70 Cidyd 3-70 3.65 3.69 

Sago = or : 3-50 3.50 3.50 3-45 3-50 3-50 3.45 3-45 3-45 3.50 3-45 3-50 3.48 

Jam, apricot Aa It,, II.05 II.40 II.30 IIl.25 II.55 II.55 II.55 IT.55 II.55 Ir.55 II.60 II.55 II.46 

Golden Syrup 30 Bis, 8.60 8.65 8.70 8.65 8.60 8.55 8.55 8.45 8.30 8.35 8.35 8.15 8.49 

Oatmeal ave se lb. 3-41 3.40 3.41 3.41 3.40 3-35 3.30 3.30 3.29 3.2 3.2 3.29 3.35 

Raisins, seeded rh OY) 9.80 9.80 9.95 9.75 9.60 9.70 9.60 9.60 9.65 9.65 9.65 9-45 9.68 

Currants .. bs rn 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.05 9.05 9.10 9.20 9.10 9.10 9.10 9.00 9.09 

Apricots, dried x 12.50 13.40 13.57 14.00 14.13 14.57 14.67 I4.50 I5.00 15.00 14.50 I4.50 I4.20 

Peaches, canned oc 2 lb. mes I2.00 I2.1I0 I2.40 I2.40 12.50 I2.30 12.60 I2.1I0 12.20 12.15 II.95 I2.20 

Pears, canned a Fh I2,00 I2=25 I2.00 I2,00 I2.00 I2.00 12.00 I2.20 12.20 12.00 II.95 11.85 I2.04 

Salmon, in tins ie lb. 13.95 13.95 I4.00 13.80 13.70 13.90 13.90 13.90 13.90 I3.90 14,00 14.00 13.91 

Potatoes .. are 14 Ib. 20.65 23.60 23.30 22.10 17.90 13.88 13.60 13.45 13.35 13.35 13.25 15.90 17.03 

Onions 2s sf lb. 2.25 2.70 2.75 3.00 3.25 3.55 4.11 4.80 5.90 6.30 3.55 2.95 3.76 

Soap, household .. 55 5.80 5.48 5.48 5.48 5.48 5.48 5.33 5.09 4.99 4.99 4.95 4.95 5.29 

Candles. a4 fin 10.85 II.00 II.00 II.00 II.00 II.00 II.0o II.00 II.00 II.20 II.20 II.00 II.02 

Kerosene oe Oe I gal. 25.60 25.60 25.60 25.60 25.60 25.70 25.70 26.10 26.50 26.50 26.65 26.80 26.00 

Dairy Produce— 

Milk, fresh .. | Z quart 5.30 5.35 5.40 5.15 5.10 5.10 5.20 5.10 aie) 5.10 5.10 5.10 S518 

Butter, factory af Ib. 16.60 16.85 17.90 18.65 17.90 17.10 17.80 18.00 17.80 17.40 15.80 DS inS, L7in25, 

Cheese, mild ee aa I2.90 13.10 I2.90 13.10 13.30 13.10 13.10 13.10 13.10 12.90 I2.60 12.40 I2.97 

Milk, condensed ce I tin 10.80 10.70 10.70 10.60 I0.50 10.40 10.45 10.25 I0.20 10.2 10.30 I0.I0 TON43 

Eggs, fresh 30 I doz. 12.30 15.30 16.40 26.40 24.80 21.30 16.20 13.20 10.30 60 I0.00 II.40 I5.60 

Bacon, rashers aa lb. 14.00 14.00 13.80 13.70 13.80 13.70 13.70 13.30 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.40 13.66 

Nee uncooked a8 “5 I5.00 I5.00 I5.00 I5.00 14.67 15.33 14.67 14.33 14.33 14.33 14.00 I4.00 14.64 
eat— 

Beef, sirloin Bi ‘6 8.40 8.80 8.60 8.60 8.73 8.30 8.00 8.10 8.40 8.50 8.20 8.10 8.40 
SLD Sher. ate Pf 6.75 Tia25 Fisk, 7.10 6.95 6.60 6.70 6.50 6.80 6.85 6.50 6.50 6.80 
>», Steak,rump .. 99 13.30 13.30 13.40 13.40 13.10 12.80 I2.60 12.40 12.80 12.80 12.80 I2.20 12.91 
” 35 stewing or 6.60 6.55 6.45 6.65 6.60 6.55 6.40 6.50 6.90 6.70 6.50 6.50 6.58 
+, sausages ss » 5.72 5.72 5.72 5.83 5.89 5-72 5.83 5.83 5.78 5.78 5.89 5.89 5.80 
», corned round Be 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.40 8.30 8.00 8.10 8.25 8.60 8.20 8.30 8.32 
3 a brisket 

with bone » 4.35 4.60 4.65 4-90 4-75 4.55 4.65 4-45 5.05 5-20 4.85 4.60 4.72 

Mutton, leg are aS 5.70 5-70 5-55 5.65 5.50 5-59 5-40 5-59 5.80 6.10 5-95 5-75 5.68 
or shoulder .. BS 3.90 3.85 3-95 4.10 4-05 3-85 3-95 4.00 4-15 4.40 4-35 3-90 4.04 
ay loin ae 09 5-55 5.80 5-55 5-70 5-70 5-50 5.30 5-40 5-50 5.85 5.40 5.20 5-54 
Py chops, loin ie 7.60 7.45 7-45 7-7O 7.80 7.80 7.60 7-70 7-60 7-90 7-50 7-50 7-63 
se “ leg 2 8.00 7-90 7-90 7-90 7-90 7.80 7.70 8.10 7.80 7.90 7.70 7.60 7.85 

Pork, leg .. 4: Ns 9.40 9.50 9.50 9.30 9-30 9.00 9.10 9.30 9.90 10.30 I0.10 10.00 9.56 
Se oii — oS 9.60 9.80 9.80 9.70 9.70 9.50 9.60 9.70 9.80 10.40 I0.00 Io,1I0 9.81 
»» chops es an 10.60 10.70 10.60 10.60 10.50 10.40 I0.00 10.30 10.50 II.10 10.80 10.60 10.57 
»» sausages na a8 9-44 | 9-13 9.38 9.38 9.38 9.63 9.63 as 9.50 , 9.00 9-43 

aa ee a z= = = 
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Weekly House Rents (a) in Metropolitan and Country Towns. 
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WEIGHTED AVERAGE WEEKLY RENTS FOR 4 AND 5 
Rooms COMBINED. 
Town. 
1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 
8. d. 8. d@. &. da. &. d. 8. d. 
New SouTrH WALES— 
Sydney oe 25 2 25 7 26 4 22 7. 19 8 
Newcastle ae ie 24 0 23 10 23 0 19 8 7 7 
Broken Hill .. A I5 5 I5 5 16 0 Is 5 13 8 
Goulburn... a8 26 0 273 26 0 aro 18 6 
Bathurst 19 6 19 4 21 6 19 8 17 2 
Welghted Average 24 9 ria | 25 9 22 | 19 3 
VIOTORIA— 
Melbourne 23 11 24 I 22 3 19 I Beye att 
Ballarat 14 10 15). 6: 5) sf 3 8 13 10 
Bendigo ie 17 5 18 o 16 6 14 5 14 2 
Geelong eo 207 20 8 £9: 4.5 L7ecx ToS 
Warrnambool 18 3 18 8 19 0 18 1 rye 8 
Welghied Average an 23)2 23 4 21 +7 18 8 17 7 
QUEENSLAND— 
Brisbane Ad 5 18 6 18 6 re bs I4 It Tex 
Toowoomba 16 0 I5 10 16 0 13 10 143 
Rockhampton ae Td" 4 13 11 Fe bs 13 9 12 10 
Charters Towers ste 14 II 16 5 I5 I0 13 10 TX Ix 
Warwick ac a0 5 14 11 14 11 400.8 14 3 13) 27 
Welghted Average Ac 17 8 ‘7 9 16 8 14 8 13 11 
S0UTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide ste o° 22 6 21 8 20 2 TON 7, TS o2 
Kadina, etc. a : To! 7, 9 9 8 9 8 10 8 4 
Port Pirle .. : 6 I5 5 15 4 15 9 14 10 139 
Mount Gambier m2, 2 I2 4 ITZ) 17 I2 It aT. 5 
Peterborough 16 IL D7, Tr 17 10 Ts 6 15-5 
Welghted Average 20 21 6 20 9 19 5 16 2 14 10 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth os 20 8 2% o Phen 19 4 17 10 
Kalgoorlie .. Gn ris gag II II I4 10 145 T0) s 
Northam we ee 20 2 20 2 Ig Io 18 9 17 8 
Bunbury at a : 14 9 14 10 ey ae 170 16-7 
Geraldton .. ote ; 21 0 2x 8 235 22 9 a ee 
Welghted Average a = 19 8 19 11 205s: 18 10 17 9 
TASMANIA— 
Hobart pe ati ee nf 20 8 20 6 20 1 19 10 19) x 
Launceston .. Se AF nS igs Wf 18 3 17 9 L7k 16 9 
Burnie ate ae ap 17 2 x72 16 o 15 8 I5 5 
Devonport .. : me - 15 8 16 2 ee, 16 0 15 3 
Queenstown Be; ite ao TO!) Ir) 5 14 6 13 2 14 Io 
Welghted Average ac Ad ae i9 4 19 3 18 10 18 6 711 
Welghted Average, Australla Bs 5c 22 8 22 10 22 4 i9 4 17 7 





(a) The rents are shown to the nearest penny. 
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Section IV. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Male Workers in the Main Occupations in the Capital 
City of each State for a Full Week’s Work, at 31st December, 1982. 


NOTE.—Ruling or predominant rates of wage are distinguished from Award, Pee iD 
Industrial Agreement rates of wage by an *. Except where otherwise specified by a nT Dwar 
small type, the hours of labour constituting a full week’s work are forty-eight, vide footnotes be OW as which 
Determination or Agreement Rates are quoted from the latest Awards, Determinations. or SS aria 
were in force at the 3lst December, 1932. Where two or more Award, Determination or pate 
Rates are quoted, the reason for such is that different rates of wage have been fixed for various ae oa 
grades of work. in certain cases of this nature the wages are shown in the form (say), 78s. 9d. to S. i” 
indicating that in addition to the two rates specified, there are also certain intermediate rates in| ore. Hy 
other cases the rates are shown in the form 89s. and 93s., indicating that there are only two ede) i 
standard rates in force for different classes or grades of work, and that there are no intermedia 
minimum or standard rates. 


Group I.—WooD, FURNITURE, SAWMILLS AND TIMBER YARDS. 


Day 





























Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. | Hobart. 7 
ie Ub s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 
Coopering— 6 
Coopers... as 89 1 S120 Oo 5106 6 78 9 899 6 110 0 
Furniture— : 
Cabinetmakers ox 696 Oo 85) x Sto2 8 80 7 688 10 86 10 
Carpet Planners ae 696 0 85 1 we 80 7 83 0 Boge 
Chairmakers ac 66 oO 85; = Sr0o2 8 80 7 688 10 86 10 
French Polishers. . 696 Oo 85 1 St02 8 80 7 886 5 86 10 
Upholsterers ae 66 Oo 83 3 Sro2, 8 78 9 688 10 SS 
Woodearvers ots 66 Oo 85) Stoz 8 80 7 688 10 86 10 
Wood Machinists .. 66 oO 71/7 to S102 8 67/1 to 686 /5 & 73/4 & 
85/1 80/7 | 88/10 86/10 
‘Mattress Making—Wire— 
Finishers .. er for oO 76 It 693 6 72 5 we 78 9 
Makers a ae Sor oO 76 IL 93 6 Ges 3 684 0 78 9 
Picture Framing— 
Compo. Workers oe S90 oO i I fo3 oO 67 +I 68x 7 ate 
General Hands he 690 o 76 11 693 oO 61 8 681 7 65003 
Gliders ae me ®90 oO Gis) WLS 693 oO 69 9 Sire 7 ve 
Mount Cutters ae 890 oO 78 9 693 0 69 9 Licht 
Saw Milling and Timber 
Yards— 
Box and Casemakers. . 78 4 72 11 S82 icon 67 6 7O 2 74 8 
Labourers .. 67 6 625) 682 Oo 56 8 59 5 63 11 
Machinists— 
Box Printing a JO EZ 64 10 *82 11 59 5 62 1 66 7 
Bouilts Carver oe 86 5 81 0 688 6 Span 98 4 82 10 
Nailing .. ee zag 67 6 682 11 62 1 64 10 69 4 
Planing .. .. |78/4 to 83/8 Cos to 68> 7 67/6 to |70/2 to 75/7|74/8 to 80/r 
78/4 72/11 
Shaping .. cs 86 5 81 o STOn, 4 se. 7 78 4 82 I0 
Ordermen .. SP 78 4 72 IL ®84 10 67 6 70 2 ree. 
Saw Doctors oe 94 6 89 I So7 8 83 8 86 5 go It 
Sawyers— | | 
Band or Jig .. |78/4 to 83/8 g2[axstp 690 4 7/6 to 78/4|70/2 to 81/ |74/8 to 85/6 
83 
Circular .. .. |76/6 to 83/8)71/1 to 78/4) °87 7 | |68/5 to 75/7| 72/zx to 
80/1 
Stackers .. 6 TZ IE 67 6 S97 8 | 64 10 | PB | 
r mm | bs 
Wood Turners ae 86 5 8r o Sor 3 48 4 82 ro 
Group II.—ENGINEERING, METAL WoRKS, ETC. 
Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. BUM TONET Es Brisbane. Adelaide, Perth. Hobart. 
Ss. ad. &. d. $. d. Ge tin an Pie 
Agricultural Implements— ae Sod 
Assemblers ae 687 6 69 4 ae 64 4 bq 
Bulldozermen ae £93) 1 6. 7h 8 ae 69 9 684 = 
Drillers a we S87 16 68 5 ae 63. «5 87g 2 
Fitters on sc ®93, 0 74/8 to 78/9 bo 69/9 to 688 10 
Labourers—unskilled Oris 18 65 3 Se ex oF boy 
Machinists—Iron.. e87 © 0 72, a aa 67 I 6g & 
Painters—Brush .. 670 6 67 II Me ba Ge Rs 
Scroll... 677 6 78 9 ae Bene 
Patternmakers aol! SxoBgaG 85 II as 8r 0 696 
Sheet Iron Workers .. Gone (5) 78 9 os 73 10 9F Bo, 
Strikers .. a 675 6 69 4 64 i toa w8 
/ 72 

















Various numbers of hours constituting a full week’s work. 





(34) 35 hours. (4) 36 hours. (4b) 40 hours. (5) 42 hours. ) 43 he ' 
44% hours. (8) 45 hours. (10) 46 hours. (10a) 464 hours. Cat Boe et Nate (7) 
artificial light, 45 hours. (12) 47 hours. (12a) 473 hours. (x3) ea bone ee e ee ours, 
60 hours. (334) (62 hours. (38a) 88 hours per fortnight. (38b) 86 hours per forenieht (ea 8. (33) 
per fortnight. (64) 48 hours (summer), 46 hours (winter). ~ (394) 96 hours 
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Srotion IV.—continued. 
Group IT.—ENGINEERING, METAL WORKS, ETC.—continued. 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Boiler Making — ye ea: Syma Gh Cae A Sta 
Journeymen a 689 1 883 8 67 8 578 9 688 10 586 4 
Railwaymen a Sriram 6 683 8 S57 8 £7815 9 ones 193 685 Ir 
Brassworking— 
Coremakers 70/2 & 697 8 5665/3 & 688 10 872/11 w 
D 83/8 78/9 5 86/4 
Dressers... ve ®69/4 & Gri 864/4 & CE Ass S| 872/11 & 
Boe, 71/1 66/2 73/10 
Finishers .. aie 6736/6 & 697 8 8791/7 & 688 10 §79/2 & 
: 83/8 78/9 86/4 
Furnacemen ap 672 II %64 4 884 0 Zan 
Moulders .. oe 675/27 to &7o/2 & 694/ to 665/3 & ®88 ro 672/11 & 
89/1 83/8 97/8 78/9 86/4 
Cycles — 
Assemblers 678 oO 85/6 & go/ 889/4 & | *85/to100/} °76/3 & 760 
97/8 81/7 
Frame Builders as %9q 8 90/ & 92/3 S97 8 *85,/ to 100/ 30 76 0 
Repairers 879 «8 90 0 ©o7 18 *85/ to 100/ at 76 0 
‘Turners (Motor) EGY ag 83 8 ®rome 4 Ay fe 688 ro 886 4 
Electrical Installation — : 
Cable Jointers Abo |p Siokey Te} 83/8 & °98 1 78/9 & dl 86/4 & 
85/6 4 80/7 88/2 
Fitters sis ae 5r06 Oo 685 6 ®I00 10 Csfoy) / 688 10 688 2 
Mechanics .. ia *Io0 oO 80 1 °98 1 2 688 10 82 10 
Patrolmen .. oe 7t/x & ie we 5 73/10 & 
80/1 2 82/10 
Wiremen .. ao |) Boley S Lo) BO een Lays 2 Soa 82 4 
Other Adults aie 62 I eg é ate) 7 Crag vt 64 10. 
Electrical Supply — 
Armature Winders .. ®T06. Oo 85 6 °r00 10 80 7 ®88 Io 88 z 
Cable Jointers =H "106 Oo 83/8 & Liofsy Tae 78/9 & 86/4 & 
85/6 80/7 88/2 
Instrument Makers 106 oO 85 6 S100 10 80 7 688 10 88 2 
Linesmen .. i *t00 Oo 80 1 ®98 1 eh eo ®84 0 82 10 
Meter Testers ®t00 0 75/7 & 78/9 ®98 x 70/8 & 78/4 & 81/5 
5/3) tO { H 
Patrolmen—Night .. 71/t & 80/1} 79 9 66/2 & 75/2 : 73/10 & 
2/10 
Shift Electricians St06 oO 80/1 & 85/6} ®I10 Io Seite & 
88/2 
Switchboard Atten- 
dants.~}.. ae 5 78 9 ee 73 10 Sta5) 
Other Adults 5 62 X ‘77 0 Bynes : 64 10 
Electrical Trades — 
Fitters Bie af ®106 oO 685 6 ®r0o0 10 S80) 7 °88 10 688 2 
Mechanics .. 1: | *x00 0 So 1 698 1 75uae °88 10 82 10 
Wiremen .. S100 0 80 I 898 1 Pe "84 0 82 10 
Electroplating — 7 
Platers *81/r11 to °76/6 & ®88 0 688 10 78 & 
89/1 83/8 6/4 
Polishers .. AG ®86/o0 to 93 «0 ®§82/6 to 5 as 
90/1 88/ 
Engineering — 
Blacksmiths ais 690 0 584007 Stor 4 477 to $88 x0 87 4 
Borers and Slotters .. ®89 1 683. 8 ‘G7 3 78 9 88 10 «86 4 
Brassfinishers .. | °87/4 & °76/6 & Wy te Pg HL 9 7 cA 
89/1 83/8 78/9 /4 
Coppersmiths me S90 Oo Ves 9 SxOL eet 879 488 10 187 4 
Drillers—Radial —.. 678 4 672 IL eho a8 667 11 88 x0 75 7 
Fitters ce |) Beh 633 8 ‘97 8 IS HIRO A oe 
Millers Pe ecomes *83 8 ‘97 8 Hs pobato one 
Pattern Makers CORA 2 °gt 10 S103 0 536 Io 596 0 94 6 
Planers— , a Shc te hues ci _ 
Rail and Plate, Edg' 81 11 OAS 1S “83 0 Tia 27 5 “ge 2 
Other as "89 1 683 8 97 78 9 88 10 6 4 
Shapers .. oe °89 1 683 8 97 8 78 9 °88 10 si6ue4 
Turners... 3 889 1 583 8 897 8 §78 9 °88 10 85 4 
lronworking—Assistants— f : LA be Cee ‘ 
Boilermakers’ Helpers 872 XI *67 6 £78 4 Heh oe go 3 for? 
” Labourers | °72 11 507. 6 fees rear pes oe 
Engineers’ Labourers | °72 11 °67 6 SOS ao aii a 3 ae 5 
Furnacemen’s Assists. O72 En °67 6 eee eR, ote eee = 
Moulders’ Labourers.. | °72 11 67, 6 OS erates ee ene 
Strikers is °67/0 & 678 4 62/7 & Usp x whl ied 
aa 64/4 FEN 





69/4 
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Section [V.—continued. 


Group II.—ENGINEERING, METAL WORKS, ETC.—continued. 




















Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Moulding—tron— pd. zd. Ay Gh aud. bode ee 
Coremakers—Machine 875 7 670 2 6 o7 8 665 3 § 88 10 ‘ Fe 

Other... | 89 x * 83 8 97 8 678 9 88 10 Bs 
Dressers and Fettlers| * 74 8 *69 4 $78 4 ‘64.4 970i Soma | secadia & 
Furnacemen «. | %80/r & 674/8 & 78/4 to "69/9 & $84 0 yy, 
81/ 95/7 87/8 70/8 Ate fh 
Moulders—Machine .. €45 7 $70 2 894 0 “67 1X $ 88 10 ; a 
> Other aie S589) © 83 8 69758 78 9 6 88 10 6 4 
Sheet Metal Working— 
Canister Makers * 76 6 |69/4 & 71/2| * 89 4 | 67/ to 75/ 83 6 |*9r/8 & 95/4 
Japanners— 
Coating or Brush- 
work .. 6 85 oO 68 5 Bor =2: aie a0. 
Ornamental * 87 0 80 2 Store 2 82 6 . 
Solderers .. © 56/6 & |69/4 & 71/2} *% or 2 69 0 83 6 
80/6 
Tinsmiths .. ate 90 6 77/5 & 85/6] * 91 2 {79/6 & 86/6] 91/ & 99/6 sor 38 
Nailmaking— 
Case Wirers “576. 10) 76 o 63 0 
Labourers .. “76,10 760) 63 0 
Setters Up .. * 95 0 BY 0 63/ to 77/6 
Wire Work!ng— 
Journeymen 46 *90 0 81 6 EA 78 0 78 10 *85 0 
Se ee Reet Ee ee ES 


GRovP III.—Foop, Drink, TOBACCO, ETO. 


Ee eee 








Industry and Occupation,| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Aerated Water and 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
Cordials— 
Bottlers .. ++ | 69/9 to 72/ ae: to e740" 0 yo 6 75° 6 re eek 
66/2 
Drivers (Motor) an 73/10 to %67/1 to | 83/ to 91/ %467/r to 82 6 *467/6 to 
81/ 74/3 4/3 74/8 
A (Ono Horse) .. 69 4 62 81 o “62 7 82 6 Gye fs) 
Packers .. ie 67 6 6x 8 S74 0) 67 6 75 6 2°40 
Wirers a5 67 6 6r 8 56 67 6 750010) 72 0 
ae (es ‘ 
oar ands a "116 Oo "106 4 '92/ to 97/ 85 o * 88 
Carters (One Horse) . Oi Ya} fo) 39485 0 e835 80 74.0 78 8 ea : 
Doughmen .. : | nie & S706 94 S3001-16 85 0 * 92 10 87 6 
116 
Ovenmen .. a "I2r 0 "106 4 S197) 10 85 o U 
Singlehands "118 6 "115 6 * 99 6 99 0 U A i re 2 
Se eee (Biscults and 
Adult Male At “e7Gan0, a6 74, 0 63 0 
Bakers . o. Oop a SG) 82 6 OEY 68 Co) a A oe 6 
Mixers on a5 2 0 82 6 eS 66 o osu 79 0 
Breau Nal ‘ : . 
u ales 100 oO 92 0 82 0 U ‘ 
Bottlers and Washers ®r00 Oo "92 0 #362510 6 Be 2 ‘ = 2S 3 
6 6 
Cellarmen .. 5G 103 0 103 3 © 87 Oo * 97 6 "85/6 & oznI6 
Drivers (Two Horses) *r03 0 6741 #8 6 . 
i (Motor under 3 rie es ee oa 
tons ae *109 0 [67/1 to 70/8] *84/ to 92/ *I03 6 
‘ ( + 67/x to 70/8 
Towermen .. 30 102 0 95 8 182" io 100 6 "85° 6 94 a 
een a a 
ng Room Hands 6 0 a5 s 
Labourers (Beef) .. "90 0 eiaye Ss 8 75 8 Ey ty ; 75 6 a0 
(Mutton *8: 6 | » ies eomae 75 6 
Seald Ome IP aves Coes soe 95 0 | $80 6 75 6 
ecalders  .. oe 102 0 78 4 Sor 6 109 0 *80/6 & - 
Slaughtermen (Beef) .. "130 o 103 6 ®Ior 6 I a8/ 
30 0 ®98 o 
» (Mutton) | (a) ai03, 6 | ‘zor 6 | 146 a: |, Sigs cg |e eenmee 


(a) Piecework rates. 
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Szotion IV.—continued. 
Group III.—Foop, DRINK, ToBAcco, ETC.—continued. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart, 
Butchering (Retall) ae tas eee: ae - 4. 8. d, 
arters( Cash Cutth 
( e ng) : 97 9 78 9 = or 6 73 10 go 6 85 6 
> oe 79 67 6 82/6 & (yy) 75 6 
85/6 a 
General Hands ® 89 6 8 1a am 
Shopmen "39/6, ean Be, gt 6 73 10 90 85 6 
ae 78 9 IO G, 73 10 |90/6 & 95/6 
Smallgoodsmen 76 6 Mor 6 as 7 oe & aria 2 g 
eridietoraue “uC 
amber Hands °86/ & 90/ | (a)°90 9 S109 9 | *64/ ti * 
Pullers and Stackers. . * 81 o | (a)’90 9 *I15 3 sey G ey ¥ eo 5 a Z 
pan iechicnery 
ourneymen Se 6 10 
Storemen .. se U za 5 56 6 av 3 3 ls a he eae é a 2 
3 
an and an Wh 
urers—First Hand ., *I06 o 8 f 
Cutters Up—First Hand 92 0 78 : nee 5 ae 4s 8 28 
Ham Baggers A 72 0 ® or o 6 84 e oe 
Lardmen ® 78 6 | 72/ to 78/4 fs 9) 60 89 oe 4 
iolcre and Trimmers" 83. 6 738 4 * 84 9 759 84/ & 89/ Bs g 
calders ; S756, 8 U 
Slaughtermen me : a 6 4 7 eras 4 a J ae te 
Smallgoodsmen— ae ee oe hots 
First Hand 98 6 boy i ‘ 2 
Smokers—First Hand Eh 7 4 ay é os 7 s : Y : 
Jam Making and Pre- 
Adult Mole 
ult Males ao 64 4 6: ‘ 6 
Solderers .. ae es 8 38 6 ~ a qi 3 8 Bs es 3 
Malting— 
Maltsters .. ar Bee 90 0 8 740 897) 6 85 6 83 0 
ore ee enn ata— 
rinders .. 84 6 Fano} o 75> 6 66 Sn 
Mixers or Blenders 677 6 Gi a) ‘ i 6 68 : a0 ef i 
Stone Dressers ee *85 o 79 0 75) 6 73 «6 of 64 4 
Milling—Flour— 
Millers—Head we S923 ys os) £96 6 #92053 Stoze 53 Il7 0 
5 Shift «+ | °80/7 to 90/| °80/7 to 90/| *88/ to 96/ | *80/7 to 90/| *80/7 to go/| 94/6 & 
Packermen AG *69 9 £69 9 7000) ° 69 9 StOGmag peur 
Puriflermen sé 6725 7285 e760 © C7 2n 5 Sex i) Br 
Silksmen .. bs Oe O72 5 © 76" +6 he) $72 5 8x 3 
peene tend a a : oe 3 ee S iit 3 Balhae 90 0 
Af 2 5 72 5 72 5 85 6 
peer and Others .. 63/3 a 65/3 to we *65/3 to 65/3 to BE ° 
Milling—Oatmeal yer Ee eee ui 
Kilnmen .. AS ® 80 0 72 6 © 75. 6 66 6 AD 81/ & 85/6 
Millers—Head ee ® 90 6 80 6 ee 73 6 hi 103 6 
94/6 
Pastrycooking— 
Carters Oc 5 SX80I 0) 624-7, £58190) 74 0 77 2 62 6 
Pastrycooks 94 0 100 oO *I02 oO 85 o | 90/6 & 98/ 83.0 
Grovr IV.—CLOTHING, Hats, Boots, ETO. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne.} Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. da. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d, 
Bootmaking— 
Bootmakers 56 * 84 9 * 84 9 "84 9 * 84 9 ©6862 5 * 84 9g 
Talloring—Order— 
Cutters xe Co De fey 13) £90 0 £90 0 S900 "103 6 *90 o 
el a6 ae f - fo) : fe oO A es ° Be ° : 9 : 5 et ° 
‘ailors oO Ae TO Ti ae) Zo ro 9 re fa) 
Trimmers .. ne Oye fe) ©8r 0 Cibe Gi Ore 0) * 89 6 *8r o 


a 
(a) As from 2nd January, 1932. 
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Section [V.—continued. 


Group IV.—CLOTHING, HATS, Boots, ETC.—continued. 












































Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Talloring—Ready- AL s. d. s. d. oud s. d. s. d. s. d. 
Cutters  .. : $83 8 683 8 683 8 683 8 683 2 S8gi 18 
Folders 666 2 866 2 £66 2 666 2 £66 2 
Machinists .. 6 8r o 6 8r o ® 8: o 6 8r o so bees, Le 
Pressers ¢8r 0 6° 8r o 6 81 o 6 8r oO Oy eee) 
Tailors 8x o Lie tig Ae} Ce Tatates * 87 0 SV 83hare S830 
Trimmers Ceciin ve} 6 8x o Le) Gals} * 81 0 Onde te ele Te 
Textile- Working— Woollen 
Mills— 
Carders ey 0) 70 9 Oop. Xe} 60 9 63 II 68 0 
Dyehousemen S74. iG. 70 9 740 9 60 9 63 II 70 8 
Labourers—General . 273 0) 70 9 $74 0 60 9 63 11 68 0 
Pattern Weavers LEY) 73 «6 ae 63. «5 66 7 70 8 
Scourers 15 Aeon ns 9 Lai, SC} 60 9 63 I1 68 0 
Spinners OZ ko 73 «6 6 85 60 9 63 II 7o 8 
‘Tuners 697/ & 88/6 | 72/2 70 85/6 674/ to 83/6 62/1 to 75/7/65/3 to 69/9 78 4 
GROUP V.—BOOKS, PRINTING, BINDING, PTC. 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
sd 8. d $s. d. 8. d 8. d s. d 
Bookbinding— 
Bookbinders 0 6°86 5 Otte) a} *Ior Oo © 86 5 686 5 686 5 
Finishers .. as 686 5 * 86 5 ®Ior o ° 86 5 686 5 86 5 
Marblers .. a5 ® 86 5 2186 5 ‘lor o * 86 5 86 5 686 5 
Paper Rulers ae 686 5 * 86 5 Stor oO 86 5 ° 86 5 686 5 
Engraving (Process)—(b) 
Engravers .. Ps ®*I00 oO *I05 oO si 82 0 
Etchers—Half-tone .. ®106 oO ee Brod) <0 94 6 
105 
Etchers—Line oe ‘100 oO ®103 0 *99 Oo 80 6 
Operators .. Ba *106 0 °96/6 & *ro4 0 94 6 
105/ 
Printers’ ~ .. ve *I00 oO S98 6 Loy Co) 70 (6 
Routers oY 50 Ciro} (4) (5 £6) Ope {9 70 6 
Lithographing— 
Printers. ais e865 8600 5 ®I05 Oo 686 5 : 6 86 
Rotary Machinists .. S986) 95 #86. 85 SI05 o © 86 5 6 86 5 ® 86 5 
Stone Polishers Bc 8 42, #0 “7a. EO S585) io *72 0 ae 6 52 2 
Printing (Daily News- 
papers) — 
Comm positors— 
Day Work a Sx7.) 0 Sita o0 *r08 10 ®90 5 %122 Oe 
Night Work 56 7 Te) 5131 6 *rr60) 2 598 7 5135 Bre 
Linotype Attendants— 9) 00 10 
Day Work a Sra) 10 Cag ©) $095 oO ® 68 10 6 
Night Work ate Pr22 0) 5104 6 100 Oo OD Ghiy dei ane s : 7 2 
Linotype Operators— al ye 
york nw say & pane 
Day Work La (a) 120 I (a) 513 4 (a) 
7 6 , Shy 
Night Work so ye (a) 127 5 (a) “b144 (a) 
Machinists (First 
Hand)— 
Day Work Ba *117 0 *110 4 Sune i6 * 90 6 
Night Work ou |e (127 ° ADT) 4: Sr22) 16 . 98 2 Bee 3 oe 8 
as "7 an GP a f i | 8. Se 4, oH. 00 I 
Publishers .: pe & ee &| °84/ to 100/| ° 2 * 71/7 |* & © 96/6 to] © &* 73/10 
Readers— 0 79/8 110/11 to 81/11 
Day Work bc "122 0 S114 0 Gy 6) 693 2 Ona 5 
Night Work od Prg200 513 6 SI10 Oo S101 3 ees 7 O85 
Readers’ Assistants: : 34 9 103 6 
Day Work nS gz 0 #739) 43 690 o 6 68 6 
Night Work 4 || Soe o 597 9 695 0 § 76 ear iter os es 
Stereoty pers (First By 252) 79 2 
Class)— i 
6 6o7/6 & 
Day Work 50 109 6 99 3 et Not “107 2 SeSirgitr 
Night Work ere | SOL LOMO) *r08 3 ®102/6 & 6 
8 Toy Myo ‘119 Lo ® 90 o 











(a) Piece-work rates. (b) Other than in newspaper offices 
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Section IV.—continued 
Group V.—BOoKS, PRINTING, BINDING, ETC.—continued. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
s. d. s. d 
Printing (Job Offices) — wag he ee sd 8. d. 

ompositors 5 PASG) 5 ® 86 2 . 5 5 
Electrotypers 6 86 2 6 86 : ee . 6 a8 2 j Ee = : So 5 
General Hands ee 6 64 Io ®° 64 I0 #85, oc 5 64 % ® 64 x ‘ BS 5 
Linotype Operators .. | °97 2 Sig7 2 ®105/ & S97 2 OD : 97 ss 
Machinists A S she e5 ®° 86 5 685 / & 1or/ ® 86 65 S36 85) *85ae5 
Monotype Operators” 5 o7an2 £972 ®100/ & S97 #2 Ori? 2 Svar, 3 

106 
Monotype Casting pe/ 

Machinists ae Sor ns 6 86 6 85 6 5 6 ‘ 
Readers : on * 91 Io ® ot 2 sro : C ae 10 : ae = f oe Pa 
Stereotypers a0 5 86585 S 86505 SIor o 86. 5 686 5 * 86 5 

Group VI.—OTHER MANUFACTURING. 
Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. $2 .d. gad. s. d. $0) 8. a 
Brickmaking— : 
Burners 5 88) 10 74 6 | °82/ to 88/ 72 0 |°& 76/8 & 84 oOo 
85/7 
Carters—Two Horses 688 6 67 6 86 o 67 1 8x ‘ 2 67 «I 
Drawers ‘ § 88 o 74/ to 76/ 676 6 80 o (a) 84 0 
Labourers E8250 68 6 674 8 69 0 676 68 8r o 
Machinemen § 84 0 70 Oo S761 6 72/ & 75 676/8 & 8m o 
Panmen 682/ & 8 71/6 & 75/6) * 74. 8 72/ & 75, e Cm 8 8x o 
Pitmen ox ® 86 o |74/6 to 79/6 740 £76 8 8r o 
Setters a 3 ® 88 o 74/ to 79/ 80 0 6 8x 2 87 0 
Wheelers 6 82 0 68 6 69 oO 8576/8 & 8x o 
77/2 
Brushmaking— J ‘ 
Bass Broom Drawers ® 92 6 85 6 78 Oo P 
Finishers .. 5.92, 6 85 6 78 oO ae 
Machinists—Boring . 6 92 6 85 6 78 0 B. 
Paint Brush Makers .. § Of. 0 go 0 82 0 _ 
Candle Making— 
Acidifiers .. e 675 Oo 75 0 ©7785, 50 66 0 S s 
General Hands Le ae) 69 oO 674. 0 63 0 70 6 ee 
Glycerine Distillers GAGS 75 0 © 74. 0 66 0 80 6 A 
Moulders SinsE 40! 75 0 OT) 66 oO 79 «6 eet 
Stillmen ’78 oO 75 0 eG fata) 66 0 5a - 
Cardboard Box Makers— 
Guillotine and other. ; 
Cutters .. ne | sere fx to 5/7 to ° 89 0 °75/7 to °75/7 to 675/7 to 
73/4 78/4 78/4 78/4 78/4 
Other Adults bo § 64 I0 * 64 10 £78, 0. ° 64 10 * 64 Io ® 64 I0 
Coachmaking (Road)— ; ; 
Bodymakers abs 89 7 83 8 98 oO 78 9 88 ro 85 15 
Labourers .. oe 67 11 62 1 e ge 0 Sa a 7I 4 ane 
Painters .. Je S8ou 7 © 83, 8 98 o * 78 9 88 10 85, Lu 
Smiths 89 7 83 8 $98 o 78 9 88 ro 85 15 
Trimmers .. ss 89 7 83 8 98 o 78 9 88 10 85 11 
Wheelmaking Ma- 

chinists .. od 89 7 83 8 98 0 78 9 88 10 85 11 

Wheelwrights 89 83 8 98 0 78 9 88 10 85 11 
Fellmongering— 

Bate Hands an 69 9 64 10 86 6 66 o . 

Green Hands ng 69 9 64 10 83 6 66 o : 

Limepit Men 69 9 64 10 86/6 & 89/6 66 o “ 

Machinists Ss 72 5 67 6 |83/6 to 92/6 66 0 

Soakhole Men a 72-5 67 6 89 © 66.59 

Wool Sorters — 84 2 78 4 89 6 66 0 pa a 











(a) Piece-work rates. 


(b) As from 8th January, 1932. 
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Section 1V.—continued. 
Group VI.—OTHER MANUFAOCTURING—continued. 


























Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. 8. d. 8. d. sd. s. d. Ua 
Gas Making and Supply— 
Coke Trimmers Sc © 85 9 be fama) * 74 0 ne 2. atace 
Gas Fitters ae ® 99 10 $97 2 S109 6 88 8 * 96 10 sete: 
Labourers .. 656 Oo 671 6 6 74 0 61 8 Dy (9 5 ie - 
Mainlayers .. 6 87 xr 87 x * 85 o 8685/1 to 6782.6 86 4 
85/11 
Metermakers ae 95 0 88 5 688/8 to 94 6 86 4 
110/ 
Meter Testers 56 SE87) X12 82 10 on S277, 510) Ot 5 hee 
Service Layers - 6 87 Ir 87 x 685 0 688 8 685 6 : 86 4 
Stokers .. jal) Doe 2 85/3 to "99/ & &7q/5 to 887 3 87546 
88/6 1o1/ 80/9 
Glassfounding— 
Furnacemen = LE i CS) ae * 89 4 * 68 5 892 2 
Labourers .. ae 71 6 65 6 82 0 660 0 85 0 
Lehrmen .. on | age Ox 12068 5 12q84 1 12463 2 13483 7 
Sorters an 5 73 «It 67 «54 83 2 63 2 86 0 
Glass Working and Glazing | Zz 
Bevellers .. ae ® 97 10 83 3 CO @ 78 9 or 6 85 1 
Cutters and Glaziers ® 96 o 83 3 Sox, 0 78 9 
Lead Light Glaziers .. £06 0 (Sy a5) ais 78 9 nd 
Silverers .. at * 97 10 igh) SOO) 78 9 "or 6 
Jewellery, Clock and 
Watchmaking— 
Chainmakers 690/ to 85 0 © 86 6 1 80 o “94 6 1280/ to 
92/6 85/* 
Engravers .. A 692 6 11 97 oO 686/6 & 1182 0 *o4 6 1280/ to 
89/ 85/* 
Mounters .. 6 E9010 85 0 °86/6 & 1188 o 94 6 1280/ to 
89/ 85/* 
Setters Ho De oz 6 85 0 CE ©) 11 88 o © 94 6 80/ to 
85/ 
Watch and_ Clock- 
makers and Repairers} * 96 o Ngo/ & “on 6) 1188 o "95 6 12°85 of 
100/ 
Masonry—Marble and 
Stone— 
Carvers ae ay || tee ST 22 Gx *118 8 *118 oO "106 o 
Machinists— 
Carborundum se {b120 0 8x 11 6118 8 685/ & ®106 oO 
94/10 
Other .. es *106/4 & 92 8 *118 8 685/ & 6106 oO 
115/6 94/10 
Masons a Ae |p Reker Co) * 098 6 *118 8 ® 94 xo *106 o * 94 11 
Paper Bag MakIng— 
Guillotine Cutters .. ae Bias cea St as. ‘92 6 yd Sar oy. 1757 
Machinists .. Be $78 4 * 78 4 ® 92 6 Os 7 © 78 4 78 4 
Paper Making— 
eatermen .. Ae * 90 o 80 7 
Breakermen S: Aig) 65 3 
Guillotine Men iy SP.) 64 4 
Machinists .. oe 90 0 83 3 
Ragboilermen a a 75 0 64 4 
Other Adults ae Oey) 6r 8 
Potterles—General— 
Burners—Head OG 75 6 * 82 0 84 oF ie 
Hollow-ware Pressers ® 90 0 73 6 a8 75 o* 8r 0 
Sanitary Pressers £96 0 Zant e748 a Ee 8x 0 
Throwers—ist Class £96 o 80 6 s935 10 100 o* ae 84 0 
Potterles—Pipemaking— 
Burners—Head sc © 85 5% 75 18 ® 88 o 84 0 79 2 Sruna 
Drawers .. a ® 80 0 72 6 ees 84 0 7x 4 
Moulders |. ly ae © Cot 6 | "74 8 s 79 2 |75/ & 76/6 
Mould Makers a . 82 0 80 6 3 76 6 84 0 77 9 Te 
Setters .. BC 84 0 ide 0) 74 8 ie 74/7 & 79/2 768 6 
Quarrying— 
rar@ter Mach! ‘8 6 | #8 68 
and or Machine .. 9 35 0 3. 2 80 6 6 48 
Dressers .. Se Yo & 90 0 Tg 74 6 Zon eo 3 
Facemen .. - |, Sor 6 2 86 0 x 83 2 74 6 : 64 0 
Hammermen . |°87/6 & 90/ 90 0 83 2 74 6 “58 6 Guts 
6 ‘ 6-8 /> = 
Machine Feeders... 93 6 Sr 6 ue 74 6 teas Fao 
Quarrymen Ao Oph ty aa * 86 10 74 6 *78 6 | 79/ & 92/ 
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Section I1V.—continued. 


Group VI.—OTHER MANUFACTURING—continued. 






































laa = | 
| 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
| 
s. d. 8. d. 8. d. Spire s. d. s. d 
Rubber Working— | | 
Calendar Hands «» | a85/6 & | a79/8 & ~ | . | 
89/1 83/2 
Cycle Tyre Makers .. | a7r 1 965 3 | aa as | 
Dough Mixers = blip had Be 1965 3 | 
Hosemakers se 0472/11 10967/1 1% 
& 79/2 & 73/4 
Mechanical Lathe | 1°a72/11 1067/1 ze 55 | a6 | 
Hands .. «. | & 76/11 to 72/1 | | 
Mill Hands fc 0071/1 1067/1 = SF | ae i 
& 79/2 & 73/4 
Spreaders .. Ae: 10973 /10 9467/Ir | Ww | $3 
& 79/2 & 73/4 | i 
Surgical Packing, and 10972 /11 10967/1 a | =e 
other Makers A & 79/2 & 73/4 
Tyre Moulders ma 10976 I Maat I aa as | 
Saddlery and Harness- | | 
making— | 
Harnessmakers Pe 84 7 84 7 fae 7 82 0 88 10 8h 7 
Saddlers .. Ea Ste7. 84-7 84 7 82 0 | 88 10 84 7 
Sail Making— 
Sailmakers .. ste 84 7 84 7 84 7 750 75 6 84 7 
Ship Building— 
Carpenters and Jojners $92.55 ©9225 | © O25 8 92. 5 SoZ en Sc OZmeEs 
Dockers mie B20 2 88 2 ® 80 8 87 9 *80 9 x 
Painters .. a 88 2 88 2 S Somes | 87 9 *80 9 ye 
Shipwrights Ne 106 2 "07. 4 ce ie 106 2 106 2 to7. 4 
Soap Making— 
General Hands Ap 3. 69 oO On i 0 safe) 63 0 70 6 64 4 
Mixers ae Se S731 ko: 75 01)! «2-74 0 * 68 77 6 6 
Soap Makers “iG © 85 0 79 6 74 0 f 75 6 78 4 
Tanning and cea, | 
Beamsmen . a 7225 72 5 72 5 72 5 Te 72 5 
Curriers 56 76 6 76 6 76 6 76 6 76 6 76. 6 
Japanners or Enam- 
ellers 50 7o 2 7o 2 FO) Zhi 7O 2 7o 2 TOWnz 
Limemen and Yardmen 64 10 64 10 64 Io 64 I0 64 10 64 10 
Machinists— 
Fleshing .. ae 72:5 72°75 1225 2885. 72 5 72 § 
Scouring ne 65 8 65 8 65 8 65 8 65 8 65 8 
Splitting at; 76 6 76 6 76 6 76 6 76 6 76 6 
Unhairing 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 © 67 6 67 6 
Rollers and Strikers - 55 69 4 69 4 69 4 69 4 69 4 69 4 
Tablemen .. 55 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 67 6 
Tent and  Tarpaulln | 
Making— 
Cutters... .. |79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7 iy ee) 84 7 
Machinists .. .. |79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7\79/2 to 84/7 7520 79/2 to 84/7 
Sewers—Hand .. |79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7\79/2 to 84/7) 75 0 se 79/2 to 84/7 
Tent Makers .. |79/2 to 84/7|79/2 to 84/7/79/2 to 84/7] 75 0 | 75 6 |79/2 to 84/7 
Group VII.—BUILDING. 
Industry and Occupation.} Sydney. | Melbourne. Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart, 
Bullding— 8. d 8. d, 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8s. d. 
Siam ‘101 Oo "99 0 *t09 6 Te * 96 ro F © 94 II 
Sewer and Tunnel . "107 0 107 3 Seog Out, sob ais * 96 I0 5 ae 
* 86 = 07 ay Siggy 
Carpenters .. ®112 6 690 oO *t09 6 4 
St Guan °76 9 eyo = Sor 2 © 64 4 STE) : 7305 
Lathers.. <All) 223250 104 6 ErOg/eG (4) « Oe Gome 
Metal Ceilers At. ®I04 6 695 4* *109 6 ae, 96 oO : 94 I 
Masons ; . | 4b120 oO 698 6 118 8 ; 94 10 *106 ° : 94 II 
Painters, Paperhangers $103 4 or 8 ®109 6 * 90 2 : 96 2 : 3 ° 
Signwriters ere "110 8 * ox 8 *I09 6 90 2 96 2 3 0 








(a) Mainly piece-work. 
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Section 1V.—continued. 


Group VII.—BUILDING—continued. 




































































Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
5 a s. d. s. d. 
Building—continued— Et Sud: 8. d. s. d. 5. 

Plasterers— Gene Gas 
Surface .. 06 S32) 10 SsoGm Sroom 6: Brosi * x 106 Oo ‘ oF é 
Sewer or Tunnel .. °137 6 S109 x | Sarr5/6 to 798). x 112/ to BUEN 

118/6 r18/ seat 

Plumbers, Gasfitters Cae i 697 2 ®I09 6 6 o7 2 698 4 ae 18 

Slaters oF a Sir, 4 S109 x Stog 6 (a) (a) Fees Ge 

Tilers Ris ee ®I14 4 Syeey G7 ®tI0og 6 98 I 6 or 10 2 95 an 

Tuckpointers af S100 Oo S105 5 S109 6 698 x (a) Hee @) 

Water Supply and 
Sewerage— one 8 
Concrete Workers .. 688/ & 892 2 685/ to gan 6) 76 6 IS) 
93/ 94/2 : - x 
Labourers .. at 6 82. 6 ® 69 8 OF As) Me) 70 6 7o 6 fee hel 
Miners—Sewer -- |1d & 3a & § 679/8 to Strom "6 ae S79: wo 84 0 
106/& 124/6 85/2 
Pipe-jointers and 
Setters .. de Sq1/ & 68x 8 8679/6 & 73/6 & *79/6 & 78 0 
95/6 81/4 76/6 88/6 
Group VIII.—Minin@. 
Industry and Occupation, N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
Coal Mining— Sad: Sid. O76 8. d. 82 de and. 
Blacksmiths Lig hela 13/6 to} %8b95 ro} | 38b127/6 to Be $&598 6 rat 16 
I2z2/ 130/6 
Bracemen .. a lf ten ene 8 ro} 38678/6 & | 8bi11/ to 
84/6 126/6 
Carpenters .. -. | 8b109/6 to 696 0 38101 /6 to Be 25 Lo SSano 
124/6 122/6 
Deputies .. «+ | 985132/6 to | 1102/5 & | 38b130/6 to a0 AG rrr /6 to 
; : 143/ I1o/t 134/ r2r/ 

Engine Drivers— 

Winding and Loco. | *hr17/ to Wror/ & | b120/6 to aa 5r10/ to LTA oO 
135/ 106/ 156/ 118/ 124/6 

Other’ |) cf -- | 385br08/6 to ; 1%92/6 to | %8b114/6 to $8 YS 
109/6 99/6 144/ 

Labourers— 

Surface .. se) | #DT05, 10 69 0 **bx08/ to ae ere es) W105 0 
Underground -» | *br05/ to 38584 oO 583 o %8bro5 oO 
108/6 
Miners— 
Machine .. eo (a) (a) 596/ to 
2 104/ 
Manual—Dry Work (a) @ (a) he Se (a) 
Platmen or Banksmen | *%hro8/ to 95/6 & $85108/ to ( 5 38 = 
, 83 0 b105 oO 
112/ 102/6 r15/ | 
Shiftmen— 
Dry Work -. | %86105/ to 1089/6 & | *%b122/6 to | | | 6 o« 38 
129/6 96/ 131/6 \ Not 4 pe a ve 
Mined ait 
Wet Work .. | 38b105/ to 1996/6 & | *8b131/9 to Fae 
129/6 103/ 139/9 

Shotfirers .. -- | 395126/6 to aD *85122/6 to 595 6 
F 137/ 130/6 J L 2 

Timbermen. . -. | *8br05/ to 2089/6 & | 38h122/6 to =e Bos 6 

, 129/6 96/ 130/6 
Weighmen .. reno uEe vO Zo98) 6 oa *8brr4h\0 
Wheelers .. aA ede to ae & pie ae to a °86/ to %br05 0 
2/ fp 
Gold and Other Mining d 95/ 
Pcnltoal) 
Battery Feeders sya |) Oo ra OGG 58/3 to 68 to s 
83/6 67/11 ae 2) ties vena 
Bracemen .. .. |94&77/6to| °62/9 to ®89/r0 to 6R2 
/ ea a 88/ to 
83/6 72/5 95/4 eas 67,6 
(a) Piece-work rates. (6) South Australia—Particulars Telating to rates of wage and hours 


of labour in the mining industry are not shown, owing to the difficulty of obtaining reliable 
3 


of the depression in the industry. data on account 
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Section 1V.—continued. 
GRovuP VIII.—MINING—continued. 
Industry and Occupation. NS.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
Gold and Other Mining sae Sade nde Boe ends isd 
(except Coal)—contd. 
Engine Drivers— 
Stationary G & 75/7 to 69/9 to 688/ to 92/ to 63/11 to 
ae P 82/10 86/2 poseleys 98/ 78/9 
Winding and Loco. & 84/7to}| 77/10 to '98/ to 95/ to 72/ to 
93/7 92/6 120/ 107/ 85/1 
Firemen 6 & 67/6 to 67/1 to 683/ to 85/ to 61/2 to 
79/2 75/4 100/10 g1/ 72/11 
Labourers 34 & 74/6 to] %57/7 to 6384/4 to 679/ to 6 64 10 
; 77/6 67/11 89/10 g1/ 
Miners— 
Machine .. 3a & 83/6 to| 63/8 to 698/ to 692/ to 672/11 to 
86/6 84/2 103/6 104/ 75/7 
Manual— 
Dry Work 3a & 83/6to| %66/3 to 589/10 to 687/ to SF2/ tO, 
86/6 82/4 95/4 106/ 74/3 
Wet Work 8492/6 ee) to ee pone age 
/9 4 Ir 9, 
Platmen 34. & 77/6to| %62/9 to 689/10 to 688/ to 667 6 
83/6 72/5 95/4 100/ 
Shaft Sinkers— 
Dry Work 8a & 86/6 Cee to id to ee Cayce yt 
04/2 104/0 IItl 
Wet Work 3¢ & 92/6 to| °%77/2 to ®98/ to 6t03/ to 6 oon 3 
95/6 89/7 104/6 120/ 
Timbermen. . 3a & 82/to| 67/9 to °98/ to ®94/to or tO 
92/6 82/10 103/6 111/ 81/ 
Group [X.—RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT, 
Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. Melbourne, | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Railways— Seue 8. ad. Sod. s. d. Seas 8. ds 
Engine Drivers (Loco.)— 
ist Class .. 55 *118 oO 105 0 102 0 105 0 Orisusy pee 104 6 
and Class Unbed 3) 100 oO 97 4 102 0 *104 10 99 6 
3rd Class. . ®106 oO 94 6 gi 10 96 0 £98 5 94 0 
4th Class. . Stoo oO 89 0 86 9 go 0 v 87 2 87 6 
5th Class. . 894 © 83 6 86 9 Oh) 83 0 
Firemen— 
ist Class .. OG * 88 o 78 oO 81 2 8r 0 ° 86 5 ee 
and Class aa 6 82 0 7 eis 0 81 2 76 6 Seon 7. 72 Ie 
3rd Class... ©7760 0 67 6 75 6 73 S78, 67 0 
Guards— ¥ . . J 
ist Class .. ®85/ to 86/6 to 98 2 82/6 to 88 10 83/6 to 
94/ 89/6 85/ 86/6 
and Class 679/ to 82/6 to 93 6 78/6 to Cason 78/ to 
85/ 85/6 B1/ 81/ 
3rd Class. . 576/ to 69/ to 85 0 Sie a an 73 
79/ 77/ 70, 4 5 
Porters °70/ to 63/6 to Bae 56/6 to *71 4 62/ to 
79/ 74/6 6r/ 67/6 
Shunters— 5 re s 
st Class .. Be || Garey) ins) 85/6 to 98 2 77/ to RS 75 6 
101/6 90/6 79/6 
and Class £95/6 to 81/6 to gi 10 7o/ to S76) 83) vishe Ie) 
100/ 84/ 73/ 
3rd Class aap 74 6 88 10 a 
94 - 
Ordinary. . °79/ to 66/6 to 8r 7 aoe 
82/ 72/ 
Signalmen— 
Special 93 6 92/8 to 77/ to She 
: 99/5 85/ ‘ 
ist Class .. -. | %97/ to 85 6 gt 0 746 8400 HO 
100/ Fe 
2nd Class ® 94 0 80 0 87 7 71 6 79 2 701 © 
3rd Class. . 6or oO 760 he 3) 66 0 6°76 3 
4th Class.. a nadie 72 0 78 2 63 6 § 73 10 
88 
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Srction 1V.—continued, 


Group IX.— RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY TRANSPORT—continued. 


eee ee eee 











Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. 
Tramways (Electric and 8. d s.d 8. d. 
Cable)— 
Car Washers or Cleaners *40 0 67 1 Ope 5) 
Conductors— 
1st Year .. 70.80) Ofer 77,0 
2nd Year yf) 69 9 77/ to 82/ 
3rd Year Doe Fa as 82/ to 92/ 
Horse Drivers $76 0 67 II 8r o 
Labourers .. © 70 (0 6n 8 SAO 
Maintenance Men... 673 0 69 -9 ONGbe 
Motormen or Grip- 
men— 
rst Year .. S730 10) 67 = 770 
2nd Year AS e750) 69 9 77/ to 82/ 
3rd Year ete 78 6 72m 82/ to 92/ 
Overhead Wiremen— 
Leading .. ae *Ior oO 85 6 er73)° x 
Other %92/ & 98/ 80 1 $98 1 
Pitmen Cs O 77 10 £85/3 to 
89/10 
Signalmen .. 682/ to 87/6 Siz 85/ to 89/ 
Track Cleaners 5570), 10) 67 1 uh Ka} 














Adelaide. | Perth. Hobart. 
3. d. s. d ad 
64 0 71 4 iy © 
65/6t067/6| * 73 © a 9 
Ds Ze #79 2 GS 
7x/ to 73/ | %79 2 Tine 
67 1 6 84 0 ey eke 
62 0 C7 ead, 67 0 
62 0 176) 3 ZDESO 
67 6 #79 2 yi 
70 0 79 2 (hey Ns) 
73/ to 74/ | °79 2 7a 0 
76 0 684 0 86 I0 
74.0 O hip te 79 8 
67/6 to 70/| *79 2 78 0 
73/ to 78/6 
62 0 *71 4 eo) 





a SIE EE —E—EEEE—_——E————— ice 


Grovur X.—OTHER LAND TRANSPORT, 





Industry and Occupation. 





Carrying—Merchandise— 

Carriers— 

One Horse 

Two Horses ate 
Corporation Carters— 

One Horse . 

Two Horses 
Jinkers— 

One Horse 

Two Horses 
Sanitary Carters 


Stable Hands 


Motor  Lorries 
Wagons— 
Under 3 tons 

3 tons or over 


Lift Attendants— 
Goods on oe 
Passenger 


and 





Adelaide. Perth, Hobart. 
&. d. 8d a. d 
625-7; 77 2 62 7 
Gina 8r 2 (Cy Ja 
62 7 pees 62 7 
67 1 80 0 67x 
69 9 83 7 69 8 

t66/2 es ‘ ie ‘ 66 4 = 

Io 20/2 to 
Bee /2 to 75/2 
6r 8 78 4 6x 8 


*83/ to 93/ | 67/r to 70/8} 83/ to 91/ | 67/x to 70/8] 80/5 & 84/5 67/1 to 70/8 
74° 3 87 7 74 3 


Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. 
8. d. &. d. 8. d. 
*8r o 62 7 8x o 
* 86 0 67 I 86 0 
685 0 62577 81 o 
OG 15 (ye Sc 86 o 
* 8x o 69 9 88 o 
* 86 0 74 93 0 
®89/ & 94/ aes to 82 o 
75/2 
*80/6 & 61 74 0 
85/6 
593/ to 74 3 | 96/toxor 
97/6 
Oe © 8r 0 80 0 
*74 0 81 0 | 74/ & 76/ 


63/ to 70/* oie 
63/ to 70/* 71 4 72 6* 


—_—$———A ts 
ee 
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Section IV.—continued. 
GROUP XI.—SHIPPING, WHARF LABOUR, ETC. 
Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. |Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. | Tasmania. 
Waterside Working— 8. d. rE 
SVEAER Fabontesn epér 8. d. &. d. 8. d. 8. d. &, d. 
houra 2 3t 2 3 |2/3}to 2/8} 2 3h 2 3¢ 2 3% 
Passenger Vessels—inter- 
a tla 
akers per month 
eee » 8 ven 
utchers mA 
Cooks 246/3 to 282/3¢ 
hief 7 
, 345/3 to 372/3¢ 
Second 2 i 273/3¢ . 
Third » 219/3¢ 
Ships + 264/3¢ 
geubyyruen i 238/6d 
cullerymen 
Stewards— = a2! 2, 
Chief Saloon ,, 229/6d 
Second A, 256/6d 
Second Saloon ,, 256/6d 
Fore Cabin 7 238/6d 
eon 
and Other __,, 211/6 to 220/6d 
All Vessels—interstatebh / / 
A.B. Seamen per month 245/3 
Boatswains vs 263/3 
Donkeymen ae 299/3 
Firemen .. as 281/3 
Greasers A 281/3 
Lamp Trimmers ,, 263/3 
Fuel Trimmers _,, 245/3 
Vessels. Vessels. 


Marine Engineersb e g— 


Chief per month 
Second co » 
Third ae ay 
Fourth Sh Fn 
5th, 6th, 7th 

and 8th .. ay 


Merchant Service 6 f g— 


Masters per month 
Officers— 
Chief ae rf) 
Second .. bs 
hind) 55). AG 
Fourth and 
Fifth .. ” 





a Rate of wage quoted is for other than special cargo. 
to victualling and accommodation. 
hours per day when at sea, 


ports. 
power of vessels. 


Under 100 N.H.P. 
517/6 to 567/ 


100 V.H.P and over 
594/ to 936/ 


423/ 423/ to 504/ 
373/6 373/6 to 486/ 
320/ to 432/ 
311/ 
Seagoing Seagoing 


Passenger Vessels. 
125 tons or under. Over 10,000 tons. 


Cargo Vessels. 
60 tons or under. Over 10,000 tons. 


-  527/ 1,530/ 447/9 1,134/ 
4or/ 594/ 347/ 522/ 
347/ 522/ 311/ 468/ 

441/ 405/ 
311/ 311/ 





b Rates of wage quoted are in addition 
ec Not more than 8 hours per day. d Not more than 10 


g per day whenin intermediate ports, not more than 8 per day when in terminal 
¢ Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified according to nominal horse- 
f Minimum rates under the Commonwealth Award are classified for interstate 
vessels, and for vessels within a State according to tonnage ; 


passenger and cargo vessels are here given. 


the lowest and highest classes for interstate 
g Marine Engineers—Not more than 8 hours per day. 


Masters and Officers—Ordinary length of duty in a day at sea or in port or partly at sea and partly at port 


shall be 8 hours. 


Industry and Occupation. 





Farmingc— 

General Handsab .. 

Harvesters a b ate 

Milkers a 5 BA 

Ploughmen a b oe 

Chaffcutters— 
Portable .. 56 
Stationary oe 





h Not more than 8 hours per day. 


GRovp XII.—AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETO. 








N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. Tasmania. 
8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 8. d. 
25/ to 35/ | 10/ to 25/ 15/ to 30/ | 15/ to 20/ | 15/ to 30/ | 20/ to 35/ 
rey to 65/ | 20/ to 40/ | 30/ to 60/ | 35/ to 40/ | 25/ to 40/ 30/ to 55/ 
30/ to 35/ | 10/ to 25/ | 15/ to 30/ | 10/ to 20/ | 15/ to 25/ | 20/ to 35/ 
25/ to 35/ | 15/ to 30/ 20/ to 30/ | 15/ to 20/ | 20/ to 40/ | 25/ to 32/6 
19 82 0 75) 77/6to105/} ** 75 0 
Rr 10°76. (0. ay Te) 69 Oo 77/6to105/| *° 75 0 


eee eee ee ee) ee 


For footnotes, see next page. 
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Section I1V.—continued. 


GROUP XII.—AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, ETC.—continued. 





























Industry and Occupation. N.S.W. Victoria. | Queensland.| S. Aust. W. Aust. Tasmania. 
Gardening— s. d. Ga Gh ck s. d. 8. d. ah a 
Gardeners .. a5 75 -o* | * & 73/ to emg 50 8 66/ to 69/ 76 3 ie) 
81/7 a 
Labourers | 70/ to 72/*|&&73 o 676 0 63/ to 66/ 7I 4 ae z 
Nurserymen Ss 75 oF 78 oO Soan6 69/ to 75/ 79 2 io is 
Labourers | 70/ to 72/* 7I oO Fike) 63/ to 69/ 7I 4 Ae 
Pastoral Workersd— oad 
Cooks 6 oo 66 74 3 74 3 111/8 to 74 3 74 3 74 3 
119/7 
Shearers .. per 100 29 3 29 3 33 6 29 3 28 3 29 3 
Shed Hands b Hs 64 10 64 10 75 6 64 10 69 9 peo 
Wool Pressers b oe 85 6 85 6 2 3 85 6 85 6 S50 
Rural Workers— ; 
Fruit Harvesters  .. | 64/9 to 65/8] 62/ to 65/8 74 0 |57/4to 65/8 
a Ruling or predominant rates, see note at commencement of table. b Rates of wage quoted are 
in addition to board and lodging provided. c Hours in the farming industry vary considerably, and 
no reliable particulars can be published. d Shearers’ and woolpressers’ hours are 44 per week ; 








shed hands’ hours are the same as shearers with such additional time as may be necessary to finish picking 
up fleeces, &c. Should the time engaged picking up, &c., exceed 30 minutes per day, all time thereaiter 
must be paid as overtime. ‘The hours of cooks are not regulated. 


Grove XIII.—Domestic, HorEts, ETc. 


Nore.—The rates of wage specified for employees in Clubs, Hotels, and Restaurants represent the 
weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 


















































Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. | Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Cooks (Hotels and 8. d. 8. a. s. d. s. d. Sa. 8: d. 
Restaurants)— 
Chefs Bc == ®92 6 to 76/6 to 99/ & 104/| 88/ to 113/ | 90/6 & 98/6) 65/3 to 
185/ 103/I 115/2 
Cooks— Second ae ®82/6 to | 71/1 to 87/4 89 0o 73/ to 83/ | 76/6 & 82/6} 51/10 to 
135/ g1/1o 
Cooks—Third -. | 880/ to 105/ at at 89 o 7350: Fy 1G / 
Kitchenmen Ae 62) (0 65 8 76 6 63 0 70 6 
Halrdressing— 
Hairdressers , Sc Lope Ho) go 0 89 0 88 o 8 7 
Hotels — 
Barmen en oe S95. *7. 69 9 80 0 80 0 90 6 79 3 
Billiard Markers ae e700) 65 8 74. 0 63 0 70 6 64 2 
Handymen Be e700) 65 8 74.0 63 0 79 6 | 52/7 & 58/8 
Lift Attendants oo e770) 10 8m o 74. 0 63 0 ae 55/11 & 
64/2 
Porters—Day Work 640 0 65 8 74 0 65 6 70 6 ae Ir 
Porters—Night Work 8 5 eo 65 8 74 0 65 6 75 6 64 2 
Waiters—Head <8 s%q ‘0 7o 8 74.0 | 73/ to 76/ Be ‘rt & 86/ 
Waiters—Other ae S72 0 67 11 74 0 68 6 74 6 |57/9 & 74/r 
Restaurants— 
Pantrymen 60 Se F70N 10) 60 0 76 6 65 0 70 6 64 2 
a) 6 = ag , 4 yi = 
Waiters .. Se 70 oO 60 0 76 6 | 68/6 & 69/6 74.9 |57/9 & 74/x 
Group XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LABOUR, 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth, Hobart 
Factory Engine Driving— Sad. ek (he th s. d. 8. d sd 
Engine Drivers (Sta- eas ato 
tionary)— 
1st Class .. .. | 78/4 to 81/|75/8 to 78/4 Ior 0 |67/6to70/2| 71/x to 
rei sa 73/10 
2nd Class -. 175/7 to 78/4 eee -93 0 68/5 to 71/% 
5 
3rd Class +» |75/7 to 78/4 sete 85 0 68/5 to 71/1|72/5 to 75/2 
Firemen— 
1st Class oa 72 IX 72 11 83 0 65 8 6a 
2nd Class .. |70/2 to 71/7|66/2 to 70/3 63/ to 64/4 |67/z to 68/5 
Greasers.. -s 7O 2 66 2 83 0 2 : 
Trimmers .. 4 68 10 66 2 79 0 ae 8 es 3 
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Section IV.—continued. 
GRouP XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL LABOUR—continued. 
Industry and Occupation. Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
s. d &. d 8. d. &.)d. 8.00; 3. da. 
Municipal— 
Labourers .. nin e785) 0) 63 II als O) 63 0 SF al F280 
Street Sweepers 5a OR 68 5 876: 0 63 0 oor eA 724A 
Shop and Other Assistants— 
Boot Salesmen 6 87 6 12 86 oO ® 89 oO 95 0 79 7 |3°80/ to 95/ 
Chemists’ Assistants 6 99 6 10Ng0) 20 ®100 6 2 80 0 Bg IIo Oo 
Clerks .. | §85/ to 90/ | 5a & 1°80/ ©98q on sae ib a oh 10 99 0 
Drapery Salesmen 887 6 gr 6 6 89 0 ip 1S 79 7 | %°80/ to 95/ 
Furniture Salesmen . . 687 6 32) 97 + 6 6 89 o 74 6 79 7 108 o 
Grocery Salesmen S82) 16 85 0 & 89 0 72 6 OY ¥/ 79 3 
Hardware Salesmen .. Cotes ae) 75) 6 Ex SOR oO: 74 6 79" Fi g0 0 
Railway Bookstall 
Assistants O65 Rsv 1 8x o Se 3g00 Fis, WO) 790 7: 90 0 
Tobacconists’ Assts. Fy 16 85 o 89 o Gg +0 FON i 79 3 
_ Storemen — Packing, 
Cleaning, &c.— 
Night Watchmen 874/ &77/6| 1968/3 & 77° («0 25560)" 6 6x 8 
78/3 
Office Cleaners aie 676/6 to 0 70 6 74/ & 79/ 63 0 6 73 10 17-70 (+O 
86/6 
Packers—General 681/ to 83/6 68 o 79 0 66 o 79 7 |61/8 to 66/2 
Storemen—General .. | °78/ to 81/ 68 o 79 «0 66 0 79 7 |61/8 to 66/2 
Wholesale Grocery— 
Packers S916 75.0 70° 66 0 79 7 67 I 
Storemen 678 Oo 75/ to 80/6 5 49 0 66 0 Fone, 67 IL 
Wholesale Hardware— 
Packers se | $8x/°to"83/ 72 6 579 0 66 0 79 7 67 It 
Storemen 678/ to 80/ 72° 6 879 0 66 0 79) 7 67 IL 





(a) 38 hours except in special circumstances. 
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Section V. 


Minimum Rates of Wage for Adult Female Workers in the Main Occupations m the 
Capital City of Each State for a Full Week’s Work at 31st December, 1931. 
(See Explanatory Note at top of page 138.) 
Group IIf.—FooD, DRINK, TOBACCO, ETC. 


















































Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
F s. d. &. d. 8. d. 8. d. s. d. s. d. 
Biscuit Making— 
Adult Females aie © 40: 6 37) 0) 202077 10: 31 6 € 40 0 307 e 
Confectionery— 2 
Adult Females Ae © 39 © 40 8 10 39 0 32 0 “38/2 to 41 06 
53/1 
Jam Making and Pre- : 
serving— 
Fillers Se aie 39 2 39) 2 Ae 6 39 2 Oya kt 39 2 
Other Adults ars BS) 9. 33 9 $740. (0) 339 Cece gs 33.9 
Tea Packing— 
Head Women ate S538 519 46 6 640/6 to 
50/ 
Other Adults ae © 38 9 40 6 $39 0 36 6 38 1 nA 
Tobacco Working 
(Cigars)— 
Ringers ae oie Sha2h 10 S42) 0 a sie 7154 = $% 
Wrapper Leaf Strippers © 49 76 © 40) 6 ote Sc 41 1 
Group IV.—CLOTHING, Hats, Boots, ETO. 
Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. Melbourne.| Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
8. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. and; 
Bootmaking— 2 
Machinists — Wax 
Thread .. So 650 9 #50) 4.9 *50 9 *50 9 sf Se50N 19 
Other Adults ee s' 43 6 S430 06 “43° 6 eha34'6 Ch eye (5) OL ey 
Dressmaking— 
Adult Females aa 636/ to °36/ to £36/ to £36/ to 42/5 & * 36/ to 
54/5 54/5 54/5 54/5 44/1 54/5 
Dyers and Cleaners— 
Adult Females ae 936/ to °36/ to 636/ to 636/ to $52 7 636/ to 
41/5 41/5 41/5 41/5 41/5 
Hat Making (Straw)— 
Finishers and Machinists} ° 38 8 ° 38 8 * 38 8 Oy tel se o 350 
Millinery— 
Adult Females a °36/ to $36/ to *36/ to °36/ to wis 10) ° 36/ to 
38/8 38/8 38/8 38/8 38/8 
Shirt Making— 
Adult Females we °36/ to °36/ to 636/ to 636/ to 640/10 & $36/ to 
49/11 49/11 49/11 49/11 47/4 49/11 
Tailoring (Order)— 
Machinists— 
Coat Hands aoe || shes S450 65 Oe, 5) P25) * 56 0 845) 5 
Trousers, Vest Hands| * 40 6 *40 6 *40 6 S40 6 mor to “40 6 
49 
Talloresses— 
Coat Hands a 07, G5 45) 5 45 5 S145 5 eee os 
57/1 
Trousers, Vest Hands} ° 40 6 * 40 6 Se40nn6) Sr40 6 oe “40 6 
49 
Tailoring (Ready-made)— 
Machinists— 2 
Coat Hands ae 84a eee 43 2 * 43 2 ese Ben) ez 
Trousers, Vest Hands| °* 38 8 Oey ¢ 38° 8 #938" 8 6 40 10 ¢ 38 8 
Talloresses— , 
Coat Hands AS 43582 432 Sey Ase $9433 943 2 
Trousers, Vest Hands | ° 37 10 Daye 3) ® 37 10 abe ae) * 40 10 ® 35 10 
Textile Working (Woollen 
Mills)\— i. 
Comb Minders 0 || 2B) 10 pee 39 0 / & 34/8 & 36/8 & 
ee 36/ 8/ 
Drawers and Menders | °46/ to 52/ pepe ® 39 0 ie to Bato a ae 
45/4 39/7 41/5 
Warpers.. -. | °47/ to 52/ 39% 10 5 gD 33 9 3507 37 7 
Weavers—Loom .. Os © 40 8 53) © 35) 2 36 11 38 11 
Other Adults a 6 43 0 37 0 39 0 31 6 33 4 SG vt 
Underclothing— 
Adult Females at £36/ to °36/ to °36/ to °36/ to 842/5 & °36/ to 
48/2 48/2 48/2 48/2 44/1 48/2 
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SEcTION V.—continued. 
Groups I., II., V., AND VI.—PRINTING AND OTHER MANUFACTURING. 
Industry and Occupation.| Sydney. Melbourne. | Brisbane. Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
Bedding and Furniture— Seu Sid: Sud: s. d. §5 0; sued: 
Bedding Machinists .. 43.0 38 6 SrA 0 Lneyes al 44) X ® 40 6 
Picture Frame Workers 48 oO 42 1 ar 44 +21 
Bookbinding— 
Folders and Sewers .. Lie Say STs: ®43/9 to 42a Sie # AZ 
49/ 
Brush Making— 
Adult Females a8 OS 5) 40 0 * 41 oO 35 0 
Candie and Soap MakIng— 
Adult Females are * 30 6 36 9 $40 0 a40 3 27-0 
Cardboard Box Monn 
Box Makers : °39/7 to 39/7 to OR 539/7 to °39/7 to 
44/1 44/1 44/1 44/1 
Other Adults 35/1 to $35/1 to ASE 10) ®35/1 to °35/r to 
38/8 38/8 38/8 38/8 
Jewsllery— 
Chainmakers °46/6 & 85 o "6x 0 50 6 
1/6 
Gilders 24 DG 4 46 6 77, «6 51 0 155 0 50 6 
Polishers A . * 46 6 85 o 5I Oo 55 0 50 6 
Scratch Brushers 46:6 40 0 *5n ‘0 pnw he 50 6 
Leather Goods— 
Adult Females x Pras) 842 1 Lee 42.0 EA5i00) §42 1 
Paper Making— 
Adult Females oe 5235500 34 5 
Paper Bay Making— 6 
Adult Females oa || Caveat 935/x to $43 9 $35/x to °35/1 to 35/1 to 
39/7 39/7 39/7 39/7 39/7 
Potteries— 
Adult Females ae #538) 0 AOB5) 18 “44 0 
Printing— 
Jobbing Office Assist- 6 6 
ants oe Me Sr42) 4 © 42 4 £43 9 $42 4 . 4 4 ; 42 4 
Lithographing Feeders | °* 41 5 Seat 5 $743) 49 Sgr 65 42 5 cee 
Rubber Working— 
Adult Females ae <Ra0nuz 233 ee 
Tent and Tarpaulin main 
Machinists : R42. x Lig ee « G42 38 0 #40" 1x S42 aed 











Group XIII.—HOovUSEHOLD, HOTELS, ETC. 


NorTr.—The rates of wage mentioned herein for employees in Hotels and Restaurants represent the 
weekly cash payment where Board and Lodging are not provided. 





Industry and Ocoupation. 


Sydney. 





Hotels— 
Barmaids .. Ad 
Housemaids xa 
Laundresses 50 
Waitresses—Head .. 
Be Other .. 
Laundries— 
General Hands t 
Machinists— 

Shirt and Collar .. 
Sorters ss ee 
Starchers 
Washers... 

Office Cleaning— 
Adult Females ad 
Restaurants— 
Pantry Maids oe 
Waitresses .. a 





nnn 
Onur & 
oaon® 


* 48 


° 


5538), (0) 


6 38/ & 41/6 
*40 0 
CHESS 0) 

6 38/ & 44/ 


46/6 to 
48/9 


$43 0 
641/ to 42/6 











Melbourne. | Brisbane, Adelaide. Perth. 
s. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. 
neh 2A S74 0 48 6 QI II 
44 7 4r 6 40 6 53 4 
47 0 47 6 44 6 SSir4: 
47.0 4I 6 45 6 Se 
43 8 4I 6 40 6 53 4 
* 36 6 *40 Oo 34 6 44 II 
€45 0 * 40 0 38 6 48 11 
636 6 S40. 0 38 6 44 II 
$42 9 $40 0 34 6 44 11 
*47/6 to Riviere 24) 34 6 53 IL 
72/9 
£60 o | *54/ to 58/ 39 6 (4)r 9 
6 
36 9 42 6 ab) 19 50 7 
36 9 $42 6 |37/&44/6| ° 50 7 





(a) Per hour, with minimum of 25 hours per week. 








Hobart, 


a a 


ee ‘e a7 


able ie 
62/9 

43/4 to 
50/9 


24 40 
24/ & 30/ 
24 0 
24 0 
36 0 


44 5 
43/4 to 50/9 
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Section V.—continued. 


Group XIV.—SHOP ASSISTANTS, CLERKS, ETC. 























Industry and Occupation. | Sydney. | Melbourne.| Brisbane. | Adelaide. Perth. Hobart. 
s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 
Clerks, &c.— is 
Cashiers... =a SP45 Se sd Cad Balle IGoMOM fic 2045/ | a) 47, 8 54 e 
Clerical Assistants .. 45 3. | 2a & 2'48/)) 869° | © & 10 45/ aie He 
Saleswomen— Oe ie 
Boot me ate bse dh 3) yt S54 16 40 0 844/10 & 45 0 
48/11 ; 
Drapery .. 55 Gr spe ts) 45 0 654 6 40 0 844/10 & | 1 45 0 
52/10 
Fruit and Confectionery} * 42 0 42 6 654 6 644 10 49 6 
Newsagent and Book- 
stall a2 Se Ose A 42 6 Sonn (5) 40 0 6 44 10 45 0 
Tobacconists ac Os AG} 7o oO CEB a ale) 47 0 5 44 10 49 © 








(a) 38 hours, except in special circumstances. 


= 


APPENDIX. 
Section VI. 


Weekly Rates of Wage and Hours of Labour—Australia and Other Countries. 








AUSTRALIA (SYDNEY). 








GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND (LONDON). 











NEW ZEALAND (AUCKLAND). 


CANAD® (MONTREAL). 









































July, 1914. 31st Dec., 1932. August, 1914. |31st Dec., 1932. March, 1914. |31st Dec., 1932.) Sept., r9r4. tst Oct., 1932. 
Industry and Occupation. 
oar oa ay oe om oe a ra 
2 meas as “ot S) we Soe a oe ee OMe oe 2, wo Cer Pee 
Bay Se Se Se Be Se ee ey Bee Se ee) Se Bee) Se) See 
aS ike) aS 66 aS Ce} Ce oo as ofo ae oo Ge 6° a 06 
“ia paise| Re Latas| “<a Aq ae bjs] ae Laie ae 4240 | se aes 14 a 
* 
s. d. s. d. ih Ck 8. d. me (hy Ss. a. s. d s. d 
Furniture— 
Cabinet Makers 60 0 48 96 0 44 39 5 tot 73 4 47 60 83] 47 89 1X 44 84 0 60 125 0 50 
ia to 
: s4 55 
Upholsterers 60 0 48 96 0 44 38 8 40% 78 4 47 60 8h) 47 89 1 44 84 0 60 se) A 50 
(0) to 
. 54 m5) 
French Polishers 60 0 48 96 0 44 Sy eS ‘ot i220 47 60 8k] 47 89 1 44 84 0 60 137 6 50 
() to 
54 
Sawmilling— 55 
Machinists, Planing 63 0 48 78 4 48 57 0 47 80 4 47 60 0 55 125 0 50 
to 
83 8 
+ Shaping 69 0 48 86 5 48 45 0 47 80 4 47 68 2 55 125 0 50 
Sawyers, Band or Jig 68 o 48 ie 4 48 : 48 0 47 75 5 47 sie 55 125 0 50 
0) 
83 8 
ie Circular sé o} 48 73 6 48 a7 54 0 47 78 4 47 Ol, 7 55 125 0 60 
0 te) 
60 0 83 8 
Engineering, and Metal wer 
Fitters and Turners 7o oO 48 89 1 44 38 II 53 62 11 47 64 7 47 89 0 44 129 3 44 
Oo to 
54 50 





* Average of various establishments. 

















*xXIGNdaay 


CCr 





Industry and Occupation. 


Engineering and etal Working—contd. 


Patternmakers c a 
Moulders (Iron) 
Tinsmiths 


Milling (Flour)— 
Millers (Shift) 


Paekermen 
Bootmakers— 


Tallon (Ready inate) 
Cutters .. 


Pressers (Coat) 
Trimmers 


BookbindIng— 
Bookbinders 


Paper Rulers 


AUSTRALIA (SYDNEY), 


Section VI.—continued. 
Werxkty Rares oF Wace aNp Hours or LaBnour—AUSTRALIA AND OTHER CouNTRIEs—continued. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND (LONDON). 


NEW ZEALAND (AUCKLAND). 


CANADA (MONTREAL). 





















































July, r9r4. 31st Dec., 1932. August, 1914. |31st Dec., 1932.| March, 1914. {31st Dec., 1932.] Sept., 1914. 1st Oct., 1932. 
And -“ = “ — “ -“ 
sé | sel se | ve es | Se sé | SE se Seale Sea) seal Se 2s | Sz 
3h 53| 8& 5 8% | S& | °8 £& es] $2 | 25] 8a | os So °3 
3s CK) ao Cx) 3 Cae) ee 65 3.3 CRC) 3,8 Cae) 3S Ke) 3s Re) 
ee | ad | ee a4 me zd me | ab ae 20) se | ae | ee | ae ae Faiss| 
8. d. Pe 8. d. 8. d 8. d, 8. d. 8. d, eva: 
74 0} 48 97 2 44 42 1 53 G7 7a) 47 69 o} 49 | 89 x] 44 | 88 o| 55 145 7/| 44 
(0) to 
54 50 
oa aa 48 rhs 058 44 4r 8 73 62 11 | 47 64 7h 47 | 89 xr] 44 | 78 o| 60 137 I] 44 
n i) to 
TEN) 89 1 54 50 
60 o| 48 90 6 44 23 62 8] 47 | 89 zr) 44 | 58 10] 54 *69) Sil) 37 
63 0 48 80 7 44 72 0 4 48 0 48 86 5a 8 8 o 60 *I 
and to “ 4 7 TO) 354 
79 Oo 90 0 
5-01-48 69 9 44 é 48 of 48 82 10 48 60 0 60 *90 oo] 54 
60 o 48 84 9 44 30 0 52} Cpe 23 48 52 6 45 79 9 44 93 0 55 o6 ae 
65 of} 48 83 8 44 7 Ne wa ar S2)0)|| 7450) | 92 Os\eeaa: 72) 0:\|| 49) |) *rx7) foul ead 
to to 
60 o 80 0 
60 of} 48 81 0 44 SOROM lard Sian. O uO mera Bo, o} 49 *95 10 | 44 
80 0 
65 0 48 8x 0 44 AG ci ° 45 78 9 44 60 0 49 #118 ro aa 
60 o 
65 0 48 86 5 44 33 pux 0 80 0 48 65 0 48 88 o 44 fey) 48 149 6 44 
oO 
st eB 
65 oO 48 86 5 44 33 II 50 80 0 48 65 0 48 88 o 44 80 0 48 *132 10 48 
to to 
a7 6 51 


(a) Kilnmen (Christchurch). 








* Average of various establishments 








oStr 


*tlanaaay 


Printing (Daily Newspapers)— 
Compositors (Day work) .. 
Readers .. an oS 
Compositors (Jobbing Offices) 


Linotype Operators 


Bullding— 
Bricklayers Ar) rin 


Carpenters ls 
Labourers—Carpenters mK 
Concrete Workers 
Earth Excavators 
Painters * 
Paperhangers an 50 
Plasterers AD on 


Plumbers 
Tramways— 

Conductors— 

Ist year 

2nd year 

3rd year 
Motormen— 

Ist year 

2nd year A 

3rd year ct 


Carrying (Merchandise)— 
Carters (z horse) 


Municipal—Labourers 





88 
65 


80 


78 


72 


60 


60 


60 


64 


64 


72 


48 
54 
54 
60 


50 


57 


ooo 


ooo 


ooo 





48 
48 


48 


48 


48 


44 


44 


44 


48 


48 


48 


48 


48 
48 
48 
48 


56 


48 


117 
I22 
86 


97 


Ior 


IiI2 


76 


76 


76 


103 


103 


132 


114 


7O 
73 
75 
73 


78 


8r 


85 








° 44 
° 44 
5 | 44 
2 44 
° 44 
6 44 
9 44 
9 44 
9 44 
4 44 
4 44 
° 44 
4 44 
° 

° 44 
6 

° 

6 44 
6 

° 44 
° 44 


(a) Hours were reduced in 1919. 


35 8 
35) 18 


39 II 


30 II 


49% 


49% 


49% 


49t 


49k 


49t 


49% 


a 


o 





89 0 


80 © 


96 0 


72 16 
pa A) 
54 1 
55.0 
54 1 
67 10 
7s (8) 
7I 6 


71 6 
64 0 
to 
TO, 
64 0 
to 
Zieh} 


55 0 
and 
56 0 
58 8 








48 


48 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


47 


65 0 
65 0 


70 6 
64 74 
5r 4 
54 10 
54 10 
60 6 


60 6 


48 0 


50 II 
to 
58 9 





48 


48 


48 


47 


47 
47 
47 
44 
44 
44 


44 


48 


47 





Oo 
~ 
ooo 


93 I 


88 o 


72 7 


Taare 


72,7 


89 1 


89 10 


89 10 


79 2 
82 I0 
82 Io 


86 5 


42 
42 


42 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


118 


97 


64 


64 


64 


86 


86 


105 


10 


Io 


Io 


10 





48 
48 


54 


54 


54 


54 


54 


54 


54 


48 


54 


60 
60 
60 
60 


54 


54 








(b) Not available. 


149 6 |44t048 
“6 


149 


149 


155 
119 
68 
68 
68 
119 
Ig 


155 


102 
145 
160 
102 


145 
I60 


123 


100 


6 


Io 


a 


nMoon mow 


44 
to 
48 
44 
to 
48 
44 


44 


44 
to 


50 
44 
to 


50 
44 
to 


50 
44 


44 


44 


“xIGNudady 


Lor 


Section VIL. a 


Retail Price Index Numbers—1911.—Base.—The index-numbers in the following tables are computed for the Commonwealth 
Court of Conciliation and Arbitration on a different basis to those given in previous sections of this Report. As indicated in the 
headings to the tables the rent constituent is based upon the weighted average of all houses. The index-numbers are directly 
comparable with those published in Labour Report, No. 15, and in Quarterly Summaries of Australian Statistics previous to 


No. 99. 
Retail Price Index-Numbers—Food and Groceries Only. 


























































































































Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000, 
1928, 1929. 1903. 1931. 1932. 
Town. - . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sa rt Sc frete lisesi lee to easel etude | ame S| crested) ta] aye pe ee| dear all | el ea 
2s Ete isles sera ces ees al bse ries) | cis tastes Ns || rte ec S| cS Gs | es]| 4 
aol fol wel tol #6) 8&6! 861 61 46! FF] BS] Sol #61 861 51 $5 | S| 88] BS! SS 
NEw SouTtH WALES. 
Sydney 1,833 | 1,844 | 1,810 | 1,816 | 1,953 | 1,933 | 1,941 | 1,965 1,824 | 1,808 | 1,748 | 1,657 | 1,608 | 1,588 | 1,533 | 1,539 1,555 | 1,540 | 1,519 | 1,480 eo 
Newcastle 1,828 | 1,823 | 1,814 | 1,811 | 1,912 | 1,879 | 1,885 | 1,911 | 1,817 1,794 | 1,727 | 1,624 | 1,606 | 1,586 | 1,508 | 1,506 1,519 | 1,507 | 1,503 | 1,452 4 
Broken Hill 2,204 | 2,158 | 2,12 2,131 | 2,271 | 2,284 | 2,209 | 2,342 | 2,214 | 2,195 | 2,068 | 1,978 | 1,901 | 1,861 | 1,734 | 1,732 1,745 | 1,719 | 1,728 | 1,62 fel 
Goulburn 1,852 | 1,858 | 1,849 | 1,840 | 1,947 | 1,935 | 1,951 | 1,988 | 1,856 | 1,800 | 1,722 | 1,609 | 1,565 | 1,551 | 1,463 | 1,452 | 1,466 | 1,504 | x.s0r 1,459 4 
Bathurst 1,769 | 1,785 | 1,772 | 1,749 | 1,898 | 1,846 | 1,850 | 1,884 | 1,790 | 1,775 | 1,712 | 1,615 | 1,580 | 1,561 | 1,490 | 1,496 | 1,492 | 1.492 1,463 | 1,406 S 
= = “ = ‘ail 
Weighted Average— e 
New South Wales -. | 1,842 | 1,850 | 1,819 | 1,824 | 1,958 | 1.937 | 1,945 | 1,970 | 1,833 | 1,817 | 1,754 | 1,66x | 1,615 | 1,594 1,535 | 1,540 | 1,555 | 1,54I | 1,523 | 1,480 
VICTORIA. 
Melbourne bo -- | 1,715 | 1,709 | 1,658 | 1,653 | 1,773 | 1,800 | 1,800 | 1,809 | 1,683 | 1,677 1,640 | 1,528 | 1,493 | 1,419 | 1,370 | 1,373 1,405 | 1,378 | 1,345 | 1,291 
Ballarat .. are ++ | 4741 | 1,735 | 1,723 | 1,704 | 1,802 | 1,812 | 1,856 | 1,888 | 1,767 | 1,763 | 1,708 | 1,573 | 1,527'| 1,459 | 1,427 1,415 | 1,432 | 1,386 | 1,354 | 1,313 
Bendigo .. a -- | 1,738 | 1,737 | 1,724 | 1,706 | 1,841 | 1,832 1,883 | 1,89x | 1,766 | 1,783 | 1.733 | 1,574 | 1,542 | x 479 | 1,442 | 1.443 | 1,428 | 1,413 | 1,390 | 1,340 
Geelong 26 oo ar 1,710 | 1,712 | 1,687 | 1,704 | 1,792 | 1,784 | 1,809 | 1,835 1,664 | 1,671 | 1,623 | 1,539 | 1,441 | 1,385 1,369 | 1,392 | 1,42r | 1,412 | 1,393 1,336 
Warrnambool AS -- | 1,692 | 1,675 | 1,63 | 1,642 | 1,708 | 1,719 | 1,810 | 1,844 | 1,719 | 1.713 | 1,653 | 1,583 | 1,506 | 1,426 | 1,420 | 1,440 | 1,462 | 1,452 | 1,429 | 1,385 
Weighted Average— 7 > 7 
Victoria | OS ++ | 1,717 | 1,711 | 1,663 | 1,658 | 1,776 | 1,800 | 1,805 | 1,816 | 1,689 | 1,685 | 1,645 | 1,532 1,494 | 1,42 | 1,376 | 1,379 | z,408 | 1,381 | 1,349 | 1,207 
QUEENSLAND. 
Brisbane 1,669 | 1,669 | 1,650 | 1,695 | 1,729 | 1,690 | 1,684 | 1,700 | 1,605 | 1,537 | 1,490 | 1,402 | 1.429 | 1,420 | 1,355 1,374 |1,36r | 1,335 | 1,304 | 1,279 
Toowoomba 1.575 | 1,584 | 1,597 | 1,616 | 1,670 | 1,632 | 1,651 | 1,691 | 1,590 | 1.547 | 1,496 | 1,419 | 1,436 | 1,370 | 1,318 | 1,338 | 1,330 | x,326 | 1,297 1,254 
Rockhampton 1,727 | 1,735 | 1,715 | 1,763 | 1,833 | 1,786 | 1,797 | 1,813 | 1,743 | 1,656 | 1.61 | 1,514 | 1,556 | 1,516 | 1,457 | 1,502 | 1,508 | 1,458 | 1,421 | 1,393 
Charters Towers 1,962 | 1,919 | 1,908 | 1,986 | 2,016 | 1,947 | 1.979 | 1,940 | 1,852 | 1,796 | 1,656 | 1,608 | 1,637 | 1,637 | 1,58 | 1,595 | 1,605 1,583 | 1,548 | 1,53z 
Warwick 50 3,651 | 1,655 | 1,655 | 1,694 | 1,755 | 1,710 | 1,725 | 1,756 | 1,652 | 1,608 | 1,556 | 1,460 | 1,454 | 1,437 | 1,404 | 1,413 | 1,390 | 1,396 | 1,372 | 1,347 
Weighted Average— Pe ge 
Gucendinnd cs -- | 1,677 | 1,677 | 1,661 | 1,705 | 1,745 | 1,704 | 1,703 | 1,719 | 1,626 | 1,559 | 1,508 | 1,421 | 1,448 | 1,424 | 1,370 | 1,391 | 1,381 | 1,355 | 1,324 | 1,298 
































































































































































































































— ee = —— — — = t _ x < _ s ul us = 
SECTION VII.—contirue. — SSS 
Retaw Prick InpEx-NumMBEeRS—Foop AND GRocERIES ONLY—continued. 
Weighted Average—Six Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 
1928 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 
Tt 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sa if 5 B Bi F 3 B Bi 5 F F FA 5 3 B B 8 5 8 3 
> ~ > > ~ ~ ~~ a ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ > ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 
Pl ees eo A gel Lata la 8 | al el fee |e fal | lle cased | 2 || a elena 
es 5 s| Ss | #3 3 5s | Ss 25 BH s| Ss] #3 ie 3 as es 3 B S 
27 | 86) Bel Sol 86 se) Sell ee | ae | kel sel so l_ fe! §e | Bel tel fel del Bell se 
SouTH AUSTRALIA. 
Adelaide .. 1,810 | 1,828 | 1,751 | 1,713 | 1,844 | 1,891 | 1,921 | 1,890 | 1,779 | 1,758 | 1.633 | 1528 | 1.493 | 1,449 | 1,349 | 1,354 | 1,406 | 1,397 | 1,351 | 1,289 
Kadina, &c. 1,920 | 1,905 | 1,869 | 1,883 | 1,993 | 2,011 | 2,055 | 2,073 | 1,942 | 1,931 | 1,837 | 1,700 | 1,664 | 1,584 | 1,473 | 1,492 | 1,561 | 1,538 | 1,519 | 1,447 
Port Pirie . 1,903 | 1,905 | 1,849 | 1,842 | 1,974 | 1,958 | 1,998 | 2,014 | 1,917 | 1,910 | 1,784 | 1,679 | 1,626 | 1,552 | 1,459 | 1,466 | 1,528 | 1,459 | 1,452 | 1,373 
Mount Gambier .. 1,806 | 1,799 | 1,785 | 1,744 | 1,825 | 1,833 | 1,864 | 1,869 | 1,755 | 1,675 | I 64r | 1,540 | 1,420 | 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,373 | 1,409 | 1,400 | 1,370 | 1,341 
Peterborough 2,006 | 1,998 | 1,955 | 1.982 | 2,086 | 2,058 | 2.103 | 2,091 | 1,954 | 1,947 | 1,865 | 1,699 | 1,631 | 1,581 | 1,468 | 1,497 | 1,522 | 1,482 | 1,443 | 1,388 
Weighted Average— ¥ 
South Australia 1,820 | 1,835 | 1,761 | 1,728 | 1,856 | 1,899 | 1,930 | 1,904 | 1,792 | 1,771 | 1,649 | 1,542 | 1,505 | 1,459 | 1,359 | 1,365 | 1,418 | 1,407 | 1,362 | 1,300 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Perth, &e. 1,768 | 1,903 | 1,930 | 1,929 | 1,952 | 1,994 | 1.937 1,868 | 1,820 | 1,808 | 1,700 | 1,546 | 1,568 | 1,548 | 1,442 | 1,419 | 1,477 | 1,492 | 1,423 | 1,358 
Kalgoorlie, &c. 2,003 | 2,060 | 2,158 | 2,166 | 2,245 | 2,324 | 2,312 | 2,177 | 2,087 | 2,130 | 2,078 | 1,843 | 1,810 | 1,800 | 1,747 | 1,753 | 1,770 | 1,767 | 1,734 | 1,696 
Northam 1,891 | 1,969 | 2,016 | 2,020 | 2,057 | 2,124 | 2,078 | 2,013 | 1,938 | 1,954 | 1,873 | 1,684 | 1,632 | 1,595 | 1,549 | 1,540 | 1,553 | 1,571 | 1,523 | 1,458 
Bunbury 1,959 | 2,017 2,063 | 2,043 | 2,062 | 2,123 | 2,127 | 2,076 | 2,018 | 2,015 | 1,915 | 1,701 | 1,649 | 1,638 | 1,560 | 1,492 | 1,481 | 1,52 1,489 | 1,449 
Geraldton 1,946 | 1,955 | 1,956 | 1,981 | 2,021 | 2,068 | 2,089 | 2,037 | 1,977 | 1,972 | 1,903 | 1,691 | 1.677 | 1,672 | 1,611 | 1,608 | 1,609 | 1,609 | 1,531 | 1,414 
Weighted Average— j 
Western Australia 1,803 | 1,924 | 1,959 | 1,959 | 1,988 | 2,035 | 1,986 | 1,911 | 1,858 | 1,853 | 1,752 | 1,586 | 1,599 | 1,580 | 1,482 | 1,462 | 1,512 | 1,526 | 1,461 1,398 
TASMANIA. 
Hobart 1,730 | 1,736 | 1,717 | 1,725 | 1,838 | 1,824 | 1,823 | 1,849 | 1.762 | 1,757 | 1,705 | 1,584 | 1,545 | 1,476 | 1,401 | 1,412 | 1,456 | 1,450 | 1,410 | 1,385 
Launceston I,71X | 1,715 | 1,686 | 1,673 | 1,760 | 1,747 | 1,772 | 1,840 | 1,734 | 1,713 | 1,679 | 1,574 | 1,525 | 1,469 | 1,415 | 1,399 | 1,430 | 1,413 | 1,375 | 1,348 
Burnie 1.792 | 1,825 | 1,783 | 1,799 | 1,889 | 1,892 | 1,957 | 1,969 | 1,832 | 1,857 | 1,799 | 1,676 | 1,556 | 1.514 | 1,474 | 1,492 | 1,535 | 1,501 | 1,466 | 1,431 
Devonport 1,718 | 1,770 | 1,739 | 1,732 | 1,844 | 1,836 | 1,870 | 1,872 | 1,719 | 1,719 | 1,691 | 1,577 | 1,550 | 1,479 | 1,427 | 1,455 | 1,527 | 1,500 | 1,430 | 1,424 
Queenstown 1,924 | 1,939 | 1,927 | 1,934 | 2,039 | 2,025 | 2,034 | 2,054 | 1,940 | 1,949 | 1,919 | 1,829 | 1,774 | 1,662 | 1,611 | 1,636 | 1,634 | 1,624 | 1,606 | 1,600 
Weighted Average— 
Tasmania 1,733 | 1,743 | 1,719 | 1,722 | 1,826 | 1,813 | 1,824 | 1,860 | 1,761 | 1,753 | 1,708 | 1,593 | 1,548 | 1,483 | 31,417 | 1,422 11,462 | 1,451 | 1,411 | 1,386 
Weighted Average— | | 
Thirty Towns. . 1,777 | 1,789 | 1,754 | 1,755 | 1,866 | 1,869 | 1,874 | 1,882 | 1,762 | 1,745 | 1,682 | 1,577 | 1,545 | 1,503 | 1,442 | 1,446 | 1,471 11,454 | 1,423 | 1,376 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capital Cities 1,771 | 1,784 | 1,745 | 1,746 | 1,859 | 1,865 | 1,867 | 1,873 | 1.751 1 1,734 | 1,673 | 1,568 | 1,538 | 1,496 | 1,435 | 1.439 11,465 | 1,448 | 1,416 | 1,369 
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Retail Price Index-Numbers—Housing—All Houses. 


Section VII.—continued. 


Weighted Average—Sizx Captitals in 1911 =m 1,000. 







































































1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 
Town. w He H we Ke Hi roy H ue H q Ke He I H u oy w 2 me 
Sage ce oeea Meee ened eee e.i! bares oc eee Mae oe || SAS etiay Mune Te coat tah lige: |) aS. | Salas 
ball agi iE a alee q 4 aliens I z a |Preed 5 y Fl ae 3 
25 s | U5 | 25 2s 5/05/65] #5 3 | 05/55] #5 5s | Us| .65 es 5] 7 4 
fel fol sol ko! fel fel Bel Sol] 46! 86! R61 8S] 261 851 861 S51 BS) 861 BE] SS 
NEW SouTH WALES. 
Sydney .. aye -- | 1,865 | 1,865 | 1,846 | 1,850 | 1,863 | 1,865 | 1,874 | 1,878 | 1,890 | 1,877 | 1,817 | 1,773 | 1,736 | 1,668 | 1,625 | 1,518 1,504 11,496 | 1,477 | 1,468 
Newcastle ws ++ | 1,580 | 1,579 | 1,576 | 1,572 | 1,583 | 1,583 | 1,583 | 1,565 | 1,563 | 1,546 | 1,516 | 1,498 | 1,470 | 1,409 | 1,370 | 1,213 | 1,222 | 1,209 | 1,208 | 1,198 
Broken Hill we ++ | 1,004 | 1,006 | 1,003 | 1,003 | 1,010 | 1,013 | 1,006 | 1,006 | 1,010 | 1,015 | 1,012 | 1,012 | 1,016 | 1,009 | 1,006 873 887 887 894 893 
Goulburn ote +. | 1,814 | 1,814 | 1,794 | 1,811 | 1,824 | 1,827 | 1,830 | 1,837 | 1,846 | 1,832 | 1,791 | 1,630 | 1,579 | 1,524 | 1,507 1,407 | 1,398 | 1,391 | 1,380 | 1,372 
Bathurst +e ++ | 1,249 | 1,260 | 1,263 | 1,262 | 1,287 | 1,290 | 1,290 | 1,295 | 1,310 | 1,310 | 1,300 | 1,316 | 1,299 | 1,291 | 1,277 | 1,124 | 1,221 | 1,110 | 1,100 | 1,103 
Weighted Average— 
New South Wales -+ 14,813 | 1,813 | 1,797 "1,799 | 1,812 | 1,814 | 1,822 | 1,824 | 1,835 | 1,822 | 1,767 | 1,724 | 1,690 | 1,625 | 1,583 | 1,471 11,460 | x,452 1,435 11,426 
VICTORIA. 
Melbourne 1,843 | 1,835 | 1,832 | 1,830 | 1,842 | 1,839 | 1,839 | 1,824 | 1,805 | 1,788 | 1,706 | 1,620 | x 555 | 1,513 | 1,470 | 1,450 | r 
, , ; , 5 1839 ; ; : 5 , 62 , , ; , 1434 | 1,412 | 1,406 | 1 
Ballarat .. AG ++ | 1,282 | 1,283 | 1,298 | 1,305 | 1,320 | 1,320 | 1,320 | 1,322 | 1,311 | 1,308 | 1,304 | 1,286 1,266 | 1,243 | 1,214 | 1,200 | 1,233 1,231 a59 ee 
Bendigo .. sia -- | 1,364 | 1,363 | 1,361 | 1,342 1,324 | 1,319 | 1,327 | 1,327 | 1,306 | 1,279 | 1,228 | 1,219 | 1,169 | 1,130 | 1,089 | 1,080 | 1,082 1,074 | 1,074 | 1,068 
Geelong. a Oe ++ | 1,714 | 1,666 | 1,650 | 1,650 | 1,644 | 1,622 | 1,613 | 1,589 | 1,593 | 1,556 I,51X | 1,457 | 1,484 | 1,471 | 1,442 | 1,428 | 1,395 | 1,383 | 1,368 1,355 
arrnamboo a ++ | 443% | 1,432 | 1,432 | 14432 | 1,430 | 1,430 | 1,430 | 1,463 | 1,473 | 1,494 | 1,494 | 1,494 | 1,454 | 1,448 | 1,430 | 1,436 | 1,426 1,416 | 1,417 | 1,409 
Weighted Average— } 
Victoria ws -+ 11,795 | 1,786 | 1,783 | x,78x | 1,79 | 1,787 | 1,788 | 1,774 | 1,756 | 1,739 | 1,663 | 1,585 | 1,526 1,486 | 1.445 | 1,425 | 1,411 | 1,392 | 1,386 | 1,377 
QUEENSLAND. 
ee ee Se ee 
risbane oe -+ | 1,490 | 1,485 | 1,490 | 1,484 | 1,495 | 1,495 | 1,515 | 1,515 | 1,481 | 1,352 | 1,286 | 1,257 | 1,221 | 1,224 | 1,203 | 1,167 | 1,18 175 
FEnabotiba 45 .. | 1,268 | 1,268 | 1,260 | 1,261 | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,255 | 1,245 | 1,258 | 1,256 | 1,253 | 1,219 | 1,163 | 1,166 | 1,142 | 1,126 Sena anes rue eee 
Rockhampton os +» | 1,214 | 1,2Ir | 1,205 | 1,217 | 1,214 | 1,200 | 1,200 | 1,195 | 1,240 | 1,238 | 1,231 | 1,228 1,156 I,1I2 | 1,099 | 1,077 | 1,046 | 1,049 I,040 O34 
Charters Towers .. ee. 851 891 891 903 957 | 974 971 966 | 960} 991 94x | 910 859 859 842 793 804 ao a8 a 
Warwick - .. | 1,102 | 1,107 | 1,110 | 1,110 | 1,126 | 1,120 | 1,120 | 1,120 | 1,116 | 1,116 | 1,116 | 1,106 | 1,106 | 1,073 | 1,056 | 1,056 | 1,047 | 1,034 | 1,015 1,015 
Weiglited Average— = 
Cueeaiand “a -- 11,417 13,415 | 1,417 | 1,415 | 1,424 | 1,424 | 1,439 | 1,438 | 1,416 | 1,316 | 1,263 | 1,236 | 1,196 | 1,194 | 1,173 | 1,140 | 1,154 | 1,147 | 1,136 | 1,132 
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Secrion VII.—continued. 


Retanm Paice Inpex-NomBrrs—Hovusinc—Autt Hovuszss—continued. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 




























































































































































































1928 1929. 1930. 1931. 
Town. ae ee a ae eee ee eee ey 
eel eralg a= Sepa gee eal ven e\ oe) Sell ee eel ae oe) es) oe) eel ere 
2/04] of] «8 pf | gl] os a8 afl. ee ee) 08 a a Sige a s 
2s a I I=! 3 ha ee! 2s fs! =) =! 25 =) o3] S 23 ~ ss 
331851261351 #851 8&1 861 S61 Bel 861 6! $6 | BS! G61 6! SGI ES ae | 861 Se 
SouTH AUSTRALIA. a 
Adelaido ae .. | 1,683 | 1,664 | 1,658 | 1,654 | 1,654 | 1,632 | 1,58r | 2,562 | 1,559 | 1,509 | 1,464 | 1,376 | 1,332 | 1,256 | 1,196 | 1,275 | 1,145 | 1,134 | 1,132 | 1,125 
Kadina, &e. 2% ia 810 787 788 791 767 698 699 604 679 655 651 633 625 629 602 603 601 612 612 614 
Port Pirie = .. | 1,078 | 1,078 | 1,078 | 1,079 | 1,078 | 1,075 | 1,075 | 1,059 1,046 | 1,056 | 1,078 | 1,070 | 1,067 | 1,039 | 1,014 | 995 973 972 962 958 
Mount Cambier_ .. ne 867 867 877 88x 885 888 888 888 893 893 893 893 890 890 890 889 9g2I 916 QI5 916 
Peterborough on .. | 1,226 | 1,205 | 1,226 | 1,231 | 1,247 | 1,244 | 1,265 | 1,260 1,258 | 1,249 | 1,241 | 1,218 | 1,16z | 1,124 | 1,112 | 1,100 | 1,087 | 1,084 | 1,088 | 1,089 
Weighted Average— 
South Australia .. | 1,609 | x,59r | 1,586 | 1,583 | 1,582 | 2,559 | 1,513 11,495 | 1,49 | 1,445 | 1,405 | 1,325 11,285 | 1,215 | 1,160 | 1,140 | 1,112 | 1,102 | 1,099 | 1,094 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. ; 
Perth, &c. ao _. | 1,377 | 1,382 | 1,384 | 1,385 | 1,396 | 2,381 | 1,400 | 1,405 | 1,43x | 1,425 | 1,421 | 1,3€x | 1,364 | 1,337 | 1,288 | 1,225 | 1,195 | 1,178 | 1,166 | 1,170 
Kalgoorlie, &e. .. af 731 735 745 746 740 | 725 722 22 720 | 729! 745 744 754 803 868 | 902 955 | 1,043 | 1,046 | 1,055 
Northam ate .. | 3,113 | 2,097 | 1,093 | 1,094 | 1,101 | 1,087 1,089 1,089 I,II5 | 1,115 | 1,105 | 1,103 | 1,072 | 1,047 | 1,013 | 1,002 978 | 1,015 | 1,031 | 1,017 
Bunbury aA 38 993 903 918 896 883 88x 884. 884 940 gat 930 930 945 942 930 929 907 905 920 945 
Geraldton we .. | 1,019 | 1,019 | 1,019 | 1,045 | 1,063 | 1,05 | 1,048 | 1,045 | 1,110 | 1,139 | 1,203 1,198 | 1,208 | 1,206 | 1,239 | 1,161 | 1,152 | 1,166 | 1,147 | 1,149 
Weighted Averago— 
Western Australia .. | 1,285 | 1,290 | 1,293 | 1,294 | 1,303 | 1,288 | 1,304 | 1,308 | 1,332 | 1-329 | 1,321 1,278 | 1,282 | 1,264 | 1,230 | 1,179 {1,159 Lgyt55 | 1,145 | 1,149 
TASMANIA. & 
Hobart 1,554 | 1,564 | 1,562 | 1,581 | 1,576 | 1,574 | 1,585 | 1,584 | 1,58z | 1,582 | 1,573 | 1,535 | 1,518 | 1,512 | 1,473 | 1,463 | 1,449 | 1,464 | 1,456 | 1,452 
Launceston 1426 | 1,428 | 1,426 | 1,410 | 1,413 | 1,426 | 1,422 | 1,422 | 1,421 | 1,414 | 1,385 | 1,382 | 1,378 | 1,369 | 1,358 | 1,348 | 1,327 | 1,324 | 1,322 | 1,320 
Burnie 1,244 | 1,250 | 1,246 | 1,257 | 1,282 | 1,237 | 1,242 | 1,240 | 1,240 | 1,247 | 1,225 | 1,164 | 1,150 | 1,150 | 1,139 | 1,222 | 1,133 1,128 | 1,113 | I,109 
Devonport 1,332 | 1,315 | 1,256 | 1,248 | 1,271 | 1,276 | 1,296 | 1,296 | 1,281 | 1,271 | 1,272 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,225 | 1,219 1,216 | 1,206 | 1,273 | 1,204 | 1,196 
Queenstown 624 | 643 | 684 | 678 713 | 715 | 716 | 755 | 782 | 782] 798) 798 | 80x | 847 | 854 | 854) 898 | 907; 914] 913 
Weighted Average— ¥ 
Tasmania ae .. | 1,463 | 1,469 | 1,465 | 2,475 | 1,473 | 1,472 | 1.481 | 1,482 11,477 | 1.478 | 1465 11,438 | 1,426 | 1,420 | 1,393 | 1,384 | 1,371 | 1,380 | 1,374 11,370 
| 
Weighted Average— | | 
Thirty Towns. . .. | 2.700 | 1,695 | 1,688 | 1,688 | 1,698 | 1,694 | 1,695 | 1,690 | 1,687 | 1,662 | 1,606 11,550 | 1,510 | 1,464 | 1,424 1,367 | 1,355 |1,344 | 1,333 ! 1,326 
Weighted Average— | | 
Six Capital Cities «. 11,765 | 1,760 | 1,752 | 1.752 | 1,763 | 1,759 11,761 | 1,755 | 1.752 | 1,724 1,662 | 1,600 | 5,557 | 1,507 | 1,464 | 1,406 | 1,391 | 1,378 11,367 | 1,359 
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Section VII.—continued. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers—Food, Groceries and Rent—All Houses. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 





































































































1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 
8 8 s 8 s 8 8 5 3 S 5 5 5 8 s 5 5 3 5 3 
Se lheretete hater pes ae li eaele | geste lpeegich lbs ett teem neem ee mes eee 5 lg: | oaiea RR Pe = OR Set ae ol ey 
25 s| 3s | S85 | #5 B]/ 25/85 | 25] Ss] 3S] 85/25/35] 95] 63 | »S}] 2S) 2 45 
fol fo! sol tol 26! §61 Bel S61 6] FS] Fel $61 86! 861 261 S61 BE! 861 BS! SS 
NEw Sours WALES. 
] 
Be ae A Xe ++ | 1,846 | 1,853 | 1,825 | 1,830 | 1,916 | 1,905 | 1,914 | 1,929 | 1,851 | 1,836 | 1,776 | 1,704 | 1,66r | 1,621 | 1,571 1,530 | 1,534 | 1,522 | 1,502 | 1,474 
eee e we ++ | 1,726 | 1,722 | 1,716 | 1,712 | 1,777 | 1,758 | 1,76 | 1,769 | 1,713 | 1,692 | 1,641 | 1,572 | 1,550 | 1,513 | 1,452 1,385 | 1,397 | 1,385 | 1,382 | 1,346 
Genie Hill .- ++] L711 | 1,685 | 1,666 | 1,667 | 1,753 | 1,76r | 1,768 | 1,793 | 1,729 | 1,710 | 1,634 | 1,582 | 1,537 | 1,511 | 1,435 | 1,379 | 1,393 | 1,377 | 1,385 | 1,322 
Beth ete Be -. | 2,836 | 1,840 | 1,827 | 1,828 | 1,897 | 1,891 | 1,901 | 1,926 | 1,852 | 1,813 | 1,750 | 1,617 | 1,572 1,540 | 1,481 | 1,433 | 1,438 | 1,458 | 1,451 | 1,422 
WIS: a ++ | 1,555 | 1,569 | 1,562 | 1,549 | 1,647 | 1,618 | 1,620 | 1,642 | 1,593 | 1,584 | 1,543 | 1,492 | 1,465 | 1,450 | 1,402 | 1,343 | 1,339 | 1,335 | 1,323 | 1,279 
Weighted Average— 
New South Wales ++ | 1,830 | 1,835 | 1,810 | 1,814 | 1,898 | 1,887 | 1,895 | 1,910 | 1,834 | 1,819 | 1,759 | 1,687 | 1,646 | 1,607 | 1,555 I,512 | 1,516 | 1,504 | 1,487 | 1,457 
VICTORIA 
Melba s 26 a 36 F . 
Babande:_, ee Bea ene FiAed ape uere Bone 23 | 1,667 | 1,565 | 1,519 | 1,457 | L.4tr | 1,405 | 1,417 | 1,392 | 1,369 | 1,332 
Bendigo . ae Be Uipeels Hee Pees Doe doed lave eaaliatees 70 | 15542 | 1,455 | 15420 | 1,371 | 1,339 | 1,327 | 1,350 | 1,322 | 1,304 | 1,279 
Geelong | : og oa eee =e 3 ate 758 5 1,629 1,624 1,655 76 | 1,525 | 1,428 1,389 | 1,330 | 1,297 | 1,294 | 1,286 | 1,274 | 1,259 | 1,226 
Warn naal add oo8 Ye anes 1,731 yet ee) 24 | 1,577 | 1,505 | 1,459 | 1,420 | 1,399 1,407 | 1,410 | 1,400 | 1,383 | 1,342 
1989 | 1,575 | 1,549 | 1,556 | 1,594 | 1,600 | 1,654 23 | 1,588 | 1,547 | 1,484 | 1,435 | 1,424 | 1,438 | 1,447 | 1,437 | 1,424 | 1,393 
Weighted Average— s|s 
Victoria a | 1,749 | 1,742 | 1,713 | 1,709 | 1,782 | 1,795 | 1,798 | 1,799 | 1,717 | 1,707 | 1,653 | 1,554 | 1,507 | 1,448 | 1,404 | 1,398 | 1,409 1,385 | 1,363 | 1,327 
{ ! 
QUEENSLAND. 
Brisbane a -. | 3,596 | 1,503 | 1,584 | 1,608 | 1,633 | 1,610 1,615 1,624 | 1,554 | 1,46 | 1,406 | 1,342 .| 1,343 | 1,3: 293 | 1,289 | 1,289 | 1,269 | 1,246 1,229 
Toowoomba a! -- | 1,449 | 1,454 | 1,458 | 1,470 | 1,499 | 1,477 | 1,488 | 1,508 | 1,453 3427 | 1,396 | 1,337 | 1,324 } 1,2 246 | 1,251 | 1,25r | 1,260 | 1,239 | 1,219 
Rockhampton ee ++ | 1,526 | 1,520 | 1,505 | 1,539 | 1,579 | 1,545 | 1,551 | 1,559 | 1,536 | 1,484 | 1,455 | 1,397 | 1,392 | 1,3 318 | 1,327 | 1,318 | x,290 | 1,263 | 1,244 
Charters Towers .. +» | 1,505 | 1,497 | 1,490 | 1,541 | 1,580 | 1,547 | 1,565 | 1,539 | 1,485 | 1,465 | 1,362 | 1,321 | 1,318 | 1,3 2277 | 1,265 | 1,276 | 1,257 | 1,230 | 1,213 
Warwick a0 «» | 1,425 | 1,430 | 1432 | 1,454 | 1,496 11,468 | 1,476 | 1,495 | 1,431 | 1,406 | 1,375 | 1,314 | 1,311 | 1,2 201 | 1,267 | 1,249 | 1,247 | 1,226 | 1,210 
Weighted Average— 4 : 
Queensland .. «+ | 1,570 | 1,569 | 1,56z | 1,586 | 1,613 | 1,589 | 1,595 | 1,603 | 1,539 | 1,459 | 1,407 | 1,345 | 1,345 | 1,330 | 1,289 | 1,288 | 1,288 | 1,269 | 1,246 | 1,228 
{ 
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Secrion VII.—continued. ; 
Reva Prick Ixpzx-Numsers—Foop, Grocertms aNp Rent—Ati HousEes—continued. 
Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000. 






















































































































































































1928, 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 
Town. iu Pi Hi dg Po B iH g i | BI K H iW gi w iB g i B u 
Oo vo o o o oO o 2 o vo o o o 2 o o o o *) oO 
» ~ > ~ > - ~_ > ~ ~ _ ~~ _ os ~_ ~ ~ ~ ~ — 
Si) set Wa |p hee (neers, HA) acne Srtrersiline Solel P| a8 (ood | we | oS | eel poe eee 
es Ss | ts }ss] es S 3 | Ss 23 | a3) Ds] 35 23 = a | Ss 25 = a] S33 
2>| 86| 26/361 #61 861 86) S61 61 86] B6l S61 BE] Sel Rel Sel Fo! fol ael oe 
SourH AUSTRALIA. 
7 ; 
Adelaide te «+ | 1;758 | 2,760 sade 1,689 | 1,766 | 1,784 | 1,781 | 2,755 | 1,689 | 1,655 | 1,563 | 1,466 | 1,427 | 1,370 | 1,286 |'1,280 | 1,299 | 1,289 | 1,258 | 1,218 
Kadina, &c. Sete .. {1,464 | 1,445 | 2,424] 1,434 | 1,489 | 2,471 | 1,497] 1,506 | 1,423 | 1,406 | 1,350 | 1,261 | 1,237 | 1,192 | 1,115 1,126 | 1,166 | 1,157 | 1,146 | 1,103 
Port Pirie a .. |1,564 | 1,565 | 1,532] 1,528 | 1,606 | 1,595 | 1,618] 1,62r | 1,559 | 1,559 | 1,494 | 1,429 1,396 | 1,341 | 1,276 | 1,272 | 1,299 | 1,280 | 1,250 | 1,199 
Mount Gambier .. .. |2,420 | 1,416 | 1,411] 1,389 | 1,439 | 1,445 | 1,463] 1,466 | 1,401 | 1,353 | 1,333 | 1,274 | 1,202 TSE | 1,267) WI744| 1,208.) 1,200 | rset rod 
Peterborough a te |X, 0820) 1,672 1,655} 1,673 | 1,741 | 1,724 | 1,758] 1,749 | 1,668 | 1,660 | 1,608 | z,50r | 1,438 | 1,393 | 1,322 | 1,334 | 1,343 | 1,319 | 1,296 | 1,262 
| — eet | 4 
Weighted Average— | | 
South Australia .. 11,733 | 1,734 |1,689| 1,668 | 1,743 | 1,759 | 1;759 | 1,736 | 1,669 | 1,637 | 1,549 | 1,453 |1,414 | 1,359 | 1,277 | 1,272 | 1,292 | 1,282 | 1,252 | 1,212 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Perth, &c. ne .. | 1,607 | 1,689 | 1,706] 1,705 | 1,724 | 1,742 1,716| 1,678 | 1,660 | 1,65z | 1,581 | 1,470 | 1,484 | 1,461 | 1,379 | 1,339 | 1,36x | 1,363 | 1,326 | 1,277 
Kalgoorlie, &c.  .-. .. | 1,480 | 3,515 | 1,577] 1,583 | 1,626 | 1,667 | 1,059) 1,579 | 1,525 | 1,554 | 1,530 | 1,392 | 1,376 | 1,390 | 1,386 | 1,403 | 1,435 | 1,469 | 1,450 | 1,431 
Northam er .. | 3,571 | 1,610 | 1,637] 1,639 | 1,664 | 1,697 | 1,672] 1,633 | 1,599 1,609 | 1,557 | 1,446 | 1,401 | 1,369 | 1,328 | 1,319 | 1,317 | 1,343 | 1,319 | 1,274 
Bunbury ai .. | 1,525 | 1,559 | 1,593}1,572 | 3,578 | 1,613 | 1,616] 1,586 | 1,575 | 1,574 | 1,510 | 1,384 | 1,360 | 1,352 | 1,30X | 1,261 | 1,245 | 1,270 | 1,254 | 1,239 
Geraldton os .. | 31,565 | 1,570 | 1,571 | 1,596 | 1,627 | 1,650 | 1,661| 1,629 | 1,621 | 1,630 | 1,615 | 1,488 | 1,484 | 1,481 | 1,458 | 1,424 | 1,421 | 1,427 | 1,372 | 1,300 
Weighted Average— | 
Western Australia .. | 1,590 | 1,664 | 1,685] 1,686 | 1,707 | 1,728 | 1,706] 1,663 | 1,642 | 1,638 | 1,575 '1,460 | 1,469 |1,450 | 1,379 | 1,345 | 1,367 | 1,373 | 1,330 | 1,292 
TASMANIA, 
a ee a a Ue cca A kc | i Li Te ec (I ee EL SN Se 
Hobart Hie .. | 1,658 | 1,665 | 1,653| 1,666 | 1,730 | 1,722 | 1,725] 1,740 | 1,687 | 1,685 | 1,651 | 1,564 | 1,534 | 1,492 | 1,431 | 1,433 | 1,453 | 1,456 | 1,427 | 1,410 
Launceston on .. |1,594 | 1,597 | 1,580| 1,569 | 1,618 | 1,611 | 1,628) 1,668 | 1,602 | 1,590 | 1,558 | 1,495 | 1,465 | 1,428 1,391 | 1,378 | 1,387 | 1,377 | 1,352 | 1.334 
Burnie oa .. | 1,566 | 1,588 | 1,562] 1,576 | 1,640 | 1,623 | 1,663} 1,669 | 1,589 | 1,606 | 1,563 | 1,466 | 1,389 | 1,365 | 1,337 | 1,340 | 1,370 | 1,347 | 1,320 | 1,297 
Devonport Se .. | 1,559 | 1,583 | 1,540] 1,532 | 1,609 | 1,605 | 1,634| 1,635 | 1,539 | 1,535 | 1,529 | 1,441 | 1,423 | 1,374 | 1,342 | 1,357 | 1,395 | 1,382 | 1,335 | 1,328 
Queenstown fe «- | 1,389 | 1,406 | 1,416] 1,418 | 1,494 | 1,487 | 1,492] 1,520 | 1,464 | 1,469 | 1,458 | 1,405 | 1,374 | 1,327 | 1,300 | 1,315 | 1,331 | 1,329 | 1,321 | 1,317 
Weighted Average— , 
Tasmania .. .. | 1,622 | 1,630 | 1,615] 1,620 | 1,681 | 1,673 | 1,683] 1,704 | 1,644 | 1,640 | 1,608 | 1,529 | 1,498 | 1,457 | 1,407 | 1,406 | 1,424 | 1,422 | 1,394 | 1,377 
Weighted Average— 
Thirty Towns. . .. 11,745 13,750 11,7271 1,728 | 1,797 | 1,797 | 1,8001 1,803 | 1,731 | 1,711 | 1,651 | 1,566 | 1,531 | 1,487 11,435 | 1,414 | 1,423 | 1,409 | 1,386 | 1,354 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capital Cities .. 11,768 | 1,774 | 1,748! 1,749 | 1,820 | 1,821 | 1,823] 1,825 11,752 | 1,730 | 1,668 | 1,582 | 1,546 |1,501 11,447 11,425 | 1,435 | 1,419 | 1,395 | 1,363 
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Secrion VII.—continued. 


Retail Price Index-Numbers—Capital Cities—Annual Figures—t1got to 1932. The index-numbers given in the separate parts 
of the table cannot be compared with each other in order to show the relative cost of (say) housing, and food and groceries, since 
the weighted average cost for the six capital cities taken together in IgII in cach group or combination is made equal to 1,000. 


Weighted Average—Siz Capitals in 1911 = 1,000, 


Foop anp GrocERizs ONLY. 























































































































| 
City. I9O1 1907. | I91I.} 1914.] 1917. | 1918, | 1919. | 1920. | 1921. | 1922. | 1923. | 1924. | 1925. | 1926. | 1927. | 1928. | 1929. 1930. | 1931. | 1932. 
Byduey 917 936 989 | 1,156 | 1,540 | 1,549 | 1,783 | 2,148 | 1,898 1,703 | 1,820 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,867 | 1,846 | 1,826 | 1,948 | 1,759 | 3,567 | 1,524 
Hel pourne 965 | 925 | 935 | 1,09r | 1,412 | 1,466 | 1,620 | 2,056 | r,90r | 1,644 | 1,802 | 1,684 | 1,748 | 1,774 | 1,732 | 1,684 | 1,795 | 1,032 | 1,424 | 2,355 
Tisbane 965 947 | 1,018 | 1,078 | 1,406 | 1,495 | 1,762 | 2,052 1,8r2 | 1,608 | 1,693 | 1,690 | 1,734 | 1,788 | 1,680 | 1,67z | 1,701 | 1,508 | 1,392 | 1,320 
paeiside ae 1,028 95% } 1,020 | 1,215 | 1,445 | 1,554 | 1,719 | 2,132 | 1,906 | 1,723 | 1,823 | 1,79x | 1,840 | 1,869 | 1,841 | 1,775 | 1,887 | x,674 | x,4X2 | 1,362 
Ha 1,184 | 1,197 | 3,346 | 1,302 | 1,505 | 1,486 | 1,772 | 2,050 | 1,995 | 1,776 | 1,828 | 1,892 | 1,938 | 1,866 | 1,796 | 1,882 | 1,938 | x,739 | 1,494 | 1.438 
obart T,O1T | 1,0ro | 1,058 | 1,212 | 1,544 | 1,635 | 1,748 | 2,162 | 2,025 | 1,794 | 1,863 | 1,849 | x,8r0 | 1,868 | 1,788 | 1,727 | 1,833 | 1,702 1,459 | 1,425 
Weighted Average— <7 
Six Capitals 972 955 | 1,000 | 1,144 | 1,472 | 1,514 | 1,716 | 2,101 | 1,902 | 1,684 | 1,805 | 1,732 | 1,785 | 1,829 | 1,789 | 1,761 | 1,866 | 1,682 | 1,477 | 1,425 
HoUSING—ALL Hovusss. 
Sydney 858 QIX | 1,090 | 1,279 | 1,215 | 1,252 |.1,289 | 1,415 | 1,474 | x 535 | 1,517 | 1,687 | 1,72 ty 8 
J 7 5 3279 32 3252 »289 ; ’ 3 “ ; 1729 | 1,813 | 1,808 | 1,857 | 1,870 | 1,839 | 1,637 1,486 
ENN) i338 ae 970 | 1,126 | x,124 | 1,180 | 1,283 | 1,405 | 1,502 | 1,597 | 1,672 | 1,729 | 1,742 | 1,839 | 1,850 | 1,835 | 1,836 1,729 | 1,497 1412 
ree Fao 7 reel LY 882 859 905 983 | 1,061 | 1,079 | 1,206 | 1,247 | 1,242 | 1,251 | 1,459 | 1,480 1,487 | 1,505 | 1,344 | 1,204 | 1,17 
ape Dine Bae Ba qe 1,040 959 | 1,022 | 1,108 | 1,216 | 1,289 | 1,360 | 1,450 | 1,551 | 1,565 | 1,553 | 1,601 | 1,665 | x,607 1,477 | 1,240 | 1,134 
Hobart 667 708 ae OR! 0874) 2885 916 | 996 | 1,055 | 1,092 | 1,124 | 1,134 | 1,154 | 1,316 | 1,33x | 1,382 | 2,395 | 1,407 | 1,304 | 1,177 
f 7 05 914 951 950 | 1,134 | 1,373 | 1,440 | 1,445 | 1,602 | 1,665 | 1,634 | 1,650 | 1,603 | 1,565 | 1,580 1,568 | 1,492 | 1,455 
Weighted Average— fa 
Six Capitais 751 816 | 1,000 1,135 | 1,098 | 1,143 | 1,215 | 1,333,| 1,404 | 1,480 | 1,55r | 1,609 | 1,632 | 1,725 1,734 | 1,758 | 1,760 | 1,685 | 1,483 | 1,374 
Foop, GROCERIES AND HovusINc—ALb HovusrsS—COMBINER. 
Sydney 893 | 926 | x,03x | 1,206 | 1,406 | 1,427 | 1,580 | 1,847 | 1,724 | 1,634 | 1,737 | 1,714 | 1,762 | 1,844 | 1,830 | 2,839 | 1,036 | 1,792 | 1,596 | 3,508 
Melbourne 870 875 950 | 1,105 | 1,294 | 1,349 | 1,481 | 1,788 | 1,737 | 1,625 | 1,749 | 1,703 | ¥,745 | 1,801 | 1,78x | 1,746 | 1,812 1,672 | 1,448 1378 
Brisbane 769 794 915 997 | 1,181 | 1,252 | 1,442 | 1,645 | 1,511 | 1,442 | 1,510 | 1,506 | 1,535 | 1,653 | 1,598 | 1,595 | 1,620 | 1.44% 3,315 | 1,258 
Adelaide .. 864 894 | 1,058 | 1,143 | 1,245 | 1,335 | 1,468 | 1,756 | 1,653 | 1,574 | 1,670 | 1,693 | 1,727 | 1,739 | 1,742 | 1,730 | 1,772 | 1,593 | 1,342 ree6 
Perth 1,027 986 | 1,126 | 1,143 | 1,246 } 1,239 | 1,420 | 1,617 | 1,609 | 1,495 | 1,538 | 1,580 | 1,616 | 1,640 | 1,605 | 1,677 | 1,715 | r,591 | 1,416 1,329 
Hobart 869 | 886 | 954 | 1,090 | 1,302 | 1,356 | 1,496 | 1,837 | 1,785 | 1,651 | 1,756 | 1,773 | 1,738 | 1,778 | 1,712 | 1,661 | 1,729 | 1,647 | 1,472 | 1,437 
Weighted Average— 
Six Capitals 880 897 | 1,000 | 1,140 | 1,318 | 1,362 | 1,510 | 1,785 | 1,697 | X,600 | 1,700 | 1,682 | 1,722 | 1,786 | 1,766 | 1,760 | 1,822 | 1,683 | 1,479 | 7,408 
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Section VII.—continued. 


Index-Numbers, 80 Towns, showing Relative Expenditure on Feod and Groceries and on 
Housing (Ail Houses) separately, and on these Items combined. Basis of Table— 
Weighted Average Expenditure on Food, Groceries, and Housing (All Houses) 
in the Six Capital Cities in 1911 = 1,000. 





























1930 1931. 1932 
: ce] Z bo) ; Ee) 
Town $ a . 8 a . g a 
; S32 | we $a| BS | we gua| a2 | 2s a 
Se | Ss Bea} 32 ENS Ba}| Sh as EE 
go | Sel ese (oS | Sh begee | 8° | Gee aee 
Sac| Se iSSol.Se en |see| Se | sa) eee 
HO AS | eon | ao HS |eom] ao ds | Sox 
NEw SOUTH WaALES— 
Sydney 1,036 | 756 | 1,792 | 923 | 673 1,596 | 897] 6x1 | 1,508 
Newcastle .. ae 1,025 629 | 1,654 or4 56r | 1,475 881 497 | 1,378 
Broken Hill .. ne | F285 416 | 1,66r | 1,064 401 | 1,465 | 1,003 366 | 1,369 
Goulburn ar 1,029 729 | 1,758 |. 888 618 | 1,506 872 570 | 1,442 
Bathurst 1,015 538 | 1,553 go2z 513 | 1,415 861 456 | 1,327 
Weighted Average 1,04 Aston | t ee ee} 925 655 | 1,580 898 593 | 1,491 
VICTORIA— 
Melbourne .. yd 961 71 1,672 833 615 | 1,448 798 580 | 1,378 
Ballarat at eeme003 535 | 1,538 858 506 | 1,364 807 507 | 1,314 
Bendigo a5 on 1,009 517 | 1,526 868 459 | 13,327 819 442 | 1,261 
Geelong 35 a 957 628 |. 1,585 823 598 | 3,421 819 565 | 1,384 
Warrnambool ee 982 612 | 1,594 853 593 | 1,446 842 583 | 1,425 
Weighted Average Px 965 693 1,658 835 604 1,439 799 572 L372 
QUEENSLAND— f 
Brisbane if ad 888 553 1,441 820 495 1,315 ce ee 1,258 
‘Toowoomba 2 8gr 512 | 1,403 804 473 | 1,277 7 4 1,242 
Rockhampton ne 961 507 1,468 888 457 1,345 851 428 1,279 
Charters Towers ey 1,018 391 1,409 950 344 | 1,294 923 321 | 1,244 
Warwiek om ae 924 458 1,382 841 441 1,282 811 422 1,233 
Weighted Average .. 900 538 | 1,438 830 483 | 1,313 789 469 | 1,258 
SouTH AUSTRALIA— 
Adelaide = ss 986 607 | 1,593 831 510 | 1,341 800 466 | 1,266 
Kadina, &ce. S- 1,091 269 1,360 915 253 1,168 aoe Bs ae 
Port Birnie. an 1,073 437 1,510 899 22 1,321 86 32 
Mount Gambier is 973 307 1,340 815 366 | 1,181 812 377 | 1,189 
Peterborough a 1,099 510 | 1,609 g10 462 | 1,372 858 447 | 1,305 
Weighted Average nin 994 583 1,577 837 494 1,331 807 453 1,260 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA— 
Perth, we. =. ae 1,012 579 | 1,591 880 536 | 1,416 845 484 1,329 
Kalgoorlie, &c. a 1,198 302 1,500 1,047 342 1,389 1,025 421 1,44 
Northam .. .. | 1,097 | 456 | 1,553 | 930] 425 | 3,355 B98 | 415 | 1,313 
Bunbury on a 1,126 385 1,511 933 385 | 1,318 874 378 | 1,252 
Geraldton .. ue 1,110 477 1,588 967 495 1,462 906 474 1,380 
Weighted Average .. | 1,038 54% | 1.579 gor 510 | 1,411 868 473 | 1,341 
TASMANIA— 2 
; Hobart ars PeA|| x002 645 | 1,647 859 613 | 1,472 839 598 1,437 
Launceston .. Ae; 987 574 1,561 855 561 1,416 8 ue} 544 7,303 
Burnie me Ae 1,055 501 1,556 889 469 1,358 873 461 1,334 
Devonport .. ae 988 521 | 1,509 870 504 | 1,374 865 495 | 1,360 
Queenstown a. | %, 524 325 | 1,449 984 345 | 1,329 952 373 | 1,325 
Weighted Average .. | 1,004 602 | 1,606 864 578 | 1,442 839 565 | 1,404 
eighted Average for 30 
Ye owns 3 ef 4 996 669 | 1,665 874 593 | 1,467 842 551 | 1,393 
Weighted Average 6 vo 
Capital Cities aes 990 693 | 1,683 870 609 | 1,479 838 565 | 1,4 





























166 APPENDIX. 


Section VIII. 


Retail Price Index Numbers.—The “Harvester-All Items” Index.— 
(“D” Series)—The following table gives the equivalent “ Harvester 
index-numbers for the towns and States shown, derived by applying the 
variations of the ‘“‘ All Items’ Index-Numbers (“€’’ Series) to the All 
Houses ” base Index-Numbers (‘‘ A” Series), in accordance with the Award 
of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration delivered OP 
the 5th May, 1933. 

Base.—Relevant “Harvester ’? Index-Number (“A ”’ Series) for each Town oF 

Combination of Towns affected for 4th Quarter, 1929. 




























































































Year ended— 
Gitte 4th rst 2A 
Town. 1929 ’| Quarter,| Quarter,| Quarter, : | a 
: i 4 : enc s 
(Base). | *93? a te Quarter, | Quarter, 
be raga! 
———— 

New Soura WaLrs— | | 2 
Sydney es a oe 1929 1521 1498 1498 L507) |) 2559" | pee 
Newcastle .. oe “a 1769 I4I5 1404 1404 | 1416 TASC ati 
Broken Hill .. - = 1793 1434 III 1423 | 1435 1447 | 1469 
Goulburn... ‘s oa 1926 1505 1476 1465 | 1493 I5il 1524 
Bathurst .. fs ae 1642 1342 1330 1340 1345 1359 1375 

| ——|— =I = lle <r 
Weighted Average—New South | | 
Wales aS Be I9gI0 1509 1488 1486 1506 | 1523 154 
_ |__| |- 
VICTORIA— | : 
Melbourne .. ie a. 1815 1417 1392 1403 | 1414 | 1428 | 450 
Ballarat Be fa - 1655 1316 1304 7309 | 1315 | 1325 | 1342 
Bendigo cis oe 2a 1659 1361 1339 1344 1356 | 1368 | 1383 
Geelong a = ara 1734 1375 1355 1362 | 1373 | 1387 1405 
Warrnambool “i a 1688 1449 I415 1422 | 1438 1453 1473 
Weighted Average—Victoria .. 1799 1409 1386 13905 | 1407 | r42x | 442 
QUEBNSLAND— 
Brisbane .. oe or. 1624 1323 1314 | 1324 1344 
Toowoomba oe oe 1508 1281 1278 1282 | 1297 
Rockhampton aS ae 1559 1321 1293 1312 1344 
Charters Towers ae Be 1539 1285 1260 1272 | 1301 
Warwick 0 ite an 1495 1227 1214 ‘| 122 1248 
he ———— ————— — st 
Weighted Average— Queensland 1603 1316 1304 1311 | 1315 1322: | 1336 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA— | 
Adelaide we ae At 1755 1325 1322 nek isf ol 333 1342 
Kadina, &c. .. ake .. 1506 1203 Ir90 II93 | 1204 | 1216 
Port Pirie .. eo AC 1621 1272 1260 1262 | 1274 | 1289 
Mount Gambier - oe 1466 1225 1219 r2r8 | 1224 | 123 
Peterborough pis Bt 1749 1305 1392 1392 1398 1408 
Weighted Average— South Aus- _ ya | Ceo Sa 

tralia a ae ve 1736 1318 1313 1325 1325 1334 | 1350 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA— Saal PS er 
Perth, &e. .. a ae 1678 1335 1317 1339 1340 1354 1374 
Kalgoorlie .. ae .- 1579 1431 1420 1434 1432 | 1438 1439 
Northam as ats 26 1633 1320 1302 1312 1320 1334 1349 
Bunbury... Do ae 1586 1354 1325 1341 1348 1356 | 3365 
Geraldton .. Se an 1629 1350 1317 1319 1345 1372 | 1402 
Weighted  Average—Western le, a 

Australia .. Bp - 1663 1345 1327 1349 1349 1363 | 138x 
i ‘ oy ee 4; | f= rae 

TASMANIA— 5 | | | 
Hobart Le a3 be 1740 144 1422 1430) || ‘T44r || tase r4¢ 
Launceston .. Sy re 1668 I4I4 1401 I4ir 1473 | tes oe 
Burnie aE at Ae 1669 1375 1348 1349 1366 | 1381 1401 
Devonport .. ec ae 1635 1357 1331 1333 1346 | 1361 1380 
Queenstown fe +. || 11520 1364 | 1348 1362 __1360 1362 TaGd 
Weighted Average—Tasmania .. 1704 1427 1405 | t4r4 1422 9 1434 T449 
Weighted Average—30 Towns .. 1803 1425 1404 r4tr | 1423 | 1437 1456 
Weighted Average—6 Capitals 1825 1433 1413 | 1420 1431 = ate a ae 

i | | +: 





* For explanation of this Index, see p. 46 of this Report. 
NorE.—The “ Powers’ 3s.” for any town may be varied by the ratio which its “ base " index- = 
(ith Quarter, 1929) bears to that of the period required, base ” index-numb 


APPENDIX. 


Section IX. 
COMPARATIVE INDEX-NUMBERS FOR THE SIX CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED. 
+ Base—Weighted Average for Six Capitals 1911 = 100. 
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Rent. Food and Rent. All 
Food Items of ae Nominal Rae Be 
Period. | ,224 } House- | Prices | Wages | Real nempley: 
Grocer- Z hold Ex- S| Adult | Wages. | “°qyou © 
ae AN |gand5] Al |4ands [OS Ge | Mel | ara Bes. Trade 
Houses. | Rooms. | Houses. | Rooms. Aas bourne. eH Unionists. 
Year— j ; % 
TOUT os 100 100 100 Ioo | 100 | * 100 100 100 4.7 
TOT) ss IIo Ii2 * Ito | ~ | x 109 108 98 6.5 
atop oe 114 II4 108 114 112 | (a)100 115 108 95 8.3 
A) 2a ore Igo I40 I4I 170 172 147 190 183 108 ab) 
O28) 2. 176 176 174 176 176 147 179 196 112 10.8 
EO eee 187 176 175 182 182 I50 180 197 108 BiGae G 
Toso! %... 168 169 I7I 168 169 142 160 194 II5 19.3 
she Ee aa 148 148 147 148 148 127 143 175 119 27.4 
1932 .. 143 137 134 140 139 121 141 164 117 29.0 
Quarter— 
1923. 
1st Qtr. 168 152 154 162 163 bd 185 178 110 ore 
2nd ,, 182 155 155 I7I 172 * 196 179 105 vet 
SIG) 5; 190 150 156 176 177 * 200 181 103 7 
4th ,, 182 157 I57 171 172 ¥ 197 184 108 6.6 
1924. 
ist Qtr. 178 158 159 170 I7I = 195 184 108 7.6 
2nd ,, 174 161 162 169 169 z 188 184 109 8.3 
ATC hss I7t 162 162 167 167 * 185 184 IIo 9.5 
4th ,, 171 163 164 167 168 = 187 184 IIo 10.3 
1925. 
ist Qtr. 174 163 164 169 170 144 185 184 109 9.3 
and ,, 178 163 165 172 173 T45 183 185 108 10.2 
ard”; 181 162 164 173 175 146 185 187 108 7.9 
4th ,, 181 164 165 174 175- 146 186 189 109 8.1 
1926. 
Ist Qtr. 181 172 167 177 176 146 184 189 107 8.2 
2nd ,, 189 173 168 182 181 149 189 190 104 6.7 
ateees 182 173 168 178 177 147 183 192 108 7.6 
4th ,, 180 173 168 177 176 146 176 194 IIo afar 
1927. "I 
1st Qtr. 178 Ea id 167 176 174 145 174 194 Tir 5.9 
2nd ,, 176 172 168 174 173 145 174 194 “III 6.4 
ard" a; 179 175 169 177 176 146 188 194 IIo 6.7 
4th 5 182 175 169 179 177 147 190 196 109 8.9 
1928. 
ist Qtr. 177 177 174 177 176 147 184 197 III 10.7 
2nd ,, 178 176 175 177 177 148 182 196 lil Sm eae | 
31d 5; 175 175 174 175 174 147 176 196 rr II.4 
4th ,, 175 75) 174 175 174 147 174 196 112 9-9 
1929. 
st. Qtr.| 186 176 176 182 182 150 179 196 108 9.3 
2nd ,, 187 176 175 182 182 150 179 198 r09 10.0 
ard ,, 187 176 175 182 182 150 183 198 109 250 
4th 187 176 175 183 183 150 180 197 108 13.1 
1930. 
1st Qtr. 175 175 178 175 176 147 168 197 113 14.6 
2nd ,, 173 172 174 173 174 145 167 196 113 18.5 
ard" 5; 167 166 169 167 168 141 160 194 116 20.5 
4th ,, 157 160 163 158 159 135 144 189 119 23.4 
1931. 
rst Qtr. 154 156 156 155 155 132 145 181 "237 25.8 
and ,, 150 151 150 150 150 128 144 176 118 27.6 
ata 5; 144 146 145 145 144 125 141 174 120 28.3 
4th ,, 144 141 138 143 142 123 142 169 119 28.0 
1932. 
ist Qtr. 147 139 136 144 143 123 143 168 Fite 28.3 
2nd ,, 145 138 134 142 141 122 141 167 118 30.0 
3rd. ,, 142 137 133 140 138 120 142 161 115 29.6 
Fhewy o& 137 136 131 136 135 118 138 160 117 28.1 
1933+ 
st Qtr. | 132 136 132 133 131 116 134 159 119 26.5 
2nd ,, 134 135 131 134 133 117 140 160 119 2507 
3rd ,, 136 136 131 136 134 118 147 159 117 25.1 








(a) Base November, 1914. 
* Not available. 


+ The index-numbers given in the 
order to show the relative cost of (say) hous 
combination is made equal to roo. 











separate parts of the table cannot be compared with each other in 





ing, and food and groceries, since the cost in 1911 in each group or 
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